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Another great week at Chalkwell as we continue at pace towards the end of the academic year. The 

rising temperatures have certainly reflected the hard work, effort and progress seen right across the 

school. 

This week has been our Online Safety Awareness Week, and it has been a real joy to see so many 

children and adults engaging so positively. This is such an important moment for us as a school 

community, and indeed as a society, as we support our children to develop healthy, balanced habits 

online—embracing the many positives of the digital world while also understanding and managing 

its risks. It is vital that our children are both aware of and equipped to deal with the challenges they 

may encounter, and we are proud of the maturity and thoughtfulness they have shown and the 

challenges that they have taken this week. Well done to everyone who took part! 

With just four weeks to go, we are looking ahead to another exciting week next week—we can’t 

wait! 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 

Headteacher 

📅 Dates for Your Diary 

• Wednesday 24th June - Year 5 trip to Kentwell Hall 

• Friday 3rd July - Y6 Transition Day / Meet new teacher day 

• Monday 6th July - 9am Meet Year 3 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 6 Team                    

Parent Meeting 
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• Tuesday 7th July - 9am Meet Year 5 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 4 Team        

Parent Meeting 

• Wednesday 8th July - Open classroom 3:15-4:15pm 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Staff Leaving at the end of this year 

Retirements 

 

Mrs Thompson will be retiring at the end of this academic year, after nearly 24 years of dedicated 

service at Chalkwell. Since joining the school in 2002, she has been a highly respected, deeply valued 

and much-loved member of our community. Mrs Thompson’s exceptional skill in the classroom, her 

passion for teaching and her unwavering support for colleagues have made a lasting impact on 

generations of children and staff alike. Her contribution to the life and culture of our school cannot 

be overstated. We are incredibly fortunate to have the remainder of the year to continue working 

alongside her, and we look forward to celebrating her remarkable career and wishing her every 

happiness in the exciting chapter ahead 

Mrs Regester will be retiring at the end of this academic year following 4 years of dedicated service. 

Throughout her time at Chalkwell, she has made an exceptional and lasting contribution to music 

across the school, inspiring a love of singing, performance and creativity in countless children. Her 

passion, expertise and commitment have played a significant role in shaping a vibrant musical 

culture that is deeply valued by our whole community. Mrs Regester will be greatly missed, and we 

are incredibly grateful for the legacy she leaves behind. 
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New adventures! 

 

Mrs Ballard will be leaving Chalkwell at the end of this academic year, having secured a new role as 

an Assistant SENCo—an exciting next step in her career. Mrs Ballard has been with since 2013 and is 

a highly valued member of our staff team. Her dedication, professionalism and unwavering care for 

the children have had a significant and lasting impact on our school community. 

We are delighted that she will be moving into a role that builds on her strengths and passion for 

supporting pupils with additional needs. We look forward to celebrating her contribution at the end 

of term and wish her every success in this exciting role. 

 

Mrs Flewitt will be leaving Chalkwell at the end of this academic year as she moves on to pursue new 

opportunities and an exciting new chapter beyond school life. 

Mrs Flewitt has been a valued member of our school community since 2012, and over the years she 

has made an exceptional contribution to the life of the school. She is known for her unwavering 

support, her high standards in all she does and her tireless commitment to enriching opportunities for 

our pupils. Her impact has been felt both in the classroom and through the many wider experiences 

she has championed for children. She will be greatly missed by staff, pupils and families alike, and her 

presence has played a significant part in shaping the positive ethos of our school. While we will be 

sad to see her go, we are equally delighted for Mrs Flewitt as she embarks on this exciting next step. 

We look forward to celebrating her contribution more fully later in the year and wish her every 

happiness for the future. 
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We will also be saying a fond farewell to two valued members of our team, Miss Hills and Miss 

Emms-Medina, as they reach the end of their contracts at Chalkwell. 

Both joined us as apprentices in 2023 and have gone on to make a truly significant contribution to 

our school. They have supported so many children, both individually and in small groups, and their 

care, kindness and high level of skill have been evident in everything they do. They embody the very 

best of Chalkwell, and they will be greatly missed by pupils, staff and families alike. 

We are proud to have been part of their professional journey. Miss Hills will be taking up a new role 

as an LSA at another local school, and we wish them both every success and happiness in the next 

stage of their careers. 

SUMMER FETE SUCCESS! 

Summer Fete final figures are in!!! 

We are absolutely thrilled to announce that together we raised a fantastic £8200 at Sunday’s fete!!!  

We are absolutely blown away by your amazing support !!The sun shone all day for a change and 

you came and had fun in your masses; never have we seen the playground so busy!!!  

- The BBQ sizzled all day and was a sell out! The games stalls were so busy with children enjoying 

themselves and the playground & dining hall was filled with smiles and laughter!          - The bar as 
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always, was the busiest stall of the day with Prosecco, Aperol, gin & tonic, beer and Pimms flowing 

non-stop; candy floss and refreshments were popular as always  

- The return of strawberry pots were a sell out!  

- The queues for the tombolas were never ending and the money tree super popular!  

- The raffle was drawn a later than planned due to all the fun being had, with 26 lucky winners who 

are now being contacted in the order they were drawn.  

- The infant school choir and junior Glee club sung beautifully and teachers gave up their precious 

Sunday to return to school to help run stalls!! 

A huge thank you goes out to absolutely everyone: our fabulous class reps for sharing endless 

messages, everyone for their donations, the raffle ticket folders, the lucky dip wrappers, volunteers, 

and everyone who came and supported us on the day. It was particularly lovely to welcome back ex-

Chalkwell children, now in years 7, 8, 9, 10 & 13, who volunteered to help set up and run games 

stalls, whom without, the stalls wouldn’t have been open!  

Between the 4 PTA trustees we did 68.3K steps, so if you want to avoid extortionate gym 

membership, join the PTA!! 😂😂 

Thank you to our wonderful sponsors @coulsonjamesestates @dashcafeuk , as well as our raffle 

prize and games prize donators , whose support has helped us raise such an amazing amount for our 

children. 

To everyone who helped volunteer, donate and support to make this possible - we couldn’t do it 

without you!! What a huge difference this money will make to all of our children’s school life ☺️ 
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SUMMER FETE THANK YOUS 

A huge shout out to all the children who volunteered at the Summer Fete on Sunday, all 68 of you! 

- Year 3 helpers - Lola, Stanley P, Eli 

- Year 4 helpers - Isaac, Skylar, Maddie M, Amy D, Mia D, Clara O, Lily W, Oliver H, Oliver C, Ella S, 

Jacob M, Caleb V 

- Year 5 helpers - Florence K, Max A 

- Year 6 helpers - Sadie, Ned, Alasdair S, William S, Daisy P, Sammy D, Kitt B, Savannah, Rafe, Alfie G, 

Edie J, Olivia K, India, Alexa, Ariti, Elizabeth O, Lucie L, Florence J, Elin L, Lois H, Magnus 

An extra special thank you to all of our fabulous ex-pupils who helped out, it was lovely to see you all 

again! 

Elizabeth, Evie, Zoe, Ari, Chloe, Eva, Owen, Lucy, Ben (now yr 7), Darcey, Ciara, Leah, Grace, Zara 

(now yr 8), Ava, Emmie, Archie, Harry, Freddie, Josh, Hattie, Alexis, Baylee (now yr 9), Jake, Aaron 

(now yr 10), Kitty (now yr 13) 😎 

Dance Success at The O2! 

Congratulations to Beatrix and Eden in Year 3, who represented their dance school at the National 

Entertainment Awards at the O2 last weekend. Their team won Best National Dance School – an 

incredible achievement! We are so proud of their hard work and fantastic performance. Well done! 
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LEIGH ART TRAIL coming soon! 
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Free school meal (FSM) eligibility 

From September 2026, the Department for Education (DfE) will expand free school meal (FSM) 

eligibility to include all pupils from households receiving Universal Credit. This creates two categories: 

• Targeted FSM: Based on the existing £7,400 income threshold 

• Expanded FSM: Covers meals only for pupils in households receiving Universal Credit who do 

not qualify for Targeted FSM 

Free school meals are available to pupils who are, or whose parents are, in receipt of: 

• Universal Credit 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

A pupil is only eligible if: 

• A claim has been made, and 

• Eligibility has been verified by the school or local authority 

Households may also qualify if they: 

• Receive income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Receive the guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Meet criteria set out in separate guidance for families with no recourse to public funds 

See: Free school meals: guidance for local authorities, local -authority-maintained schools, 

academies and free schools – GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/free-school-meals-guidance-for-local-authorities-local-authority-maintained-schools-academies-and-free-schools#eligibility-criteria-for-free-school-meals-
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/free-school-meals-guidance-for-local-authorities-local-authority-maintained-schools-academies-and-free-schools#eligibility-criteria-for-free-school-meals-
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Under the expanded scheme from September 2026, Southend-on-Sea City Council advises applying 

after 15 June 2026: 

Applying for free school meals / Southend-on-Sea City Council 

We strongly encourage eligible families to apply.  

Please note: 

• Southend-on-Sea City Council cannot backdate claims to cover unpaid or previously paid 

costs 

• Foster children are not usually eligible, as fostering allowances are intended to cover meal 

costs 

 

https://www.southend.gov.uk/xfp/form/104
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HUNGRY CUPBOARD! Next week this will be in 3JW 
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BELFAIRS ACADEMY SUMMER SHOWCASE - Tuesday 30th June 
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SCHOOL DINNER MENU  - Next week: WEEK 1 

 

 

SPORT @ CHJS 

Year 4 Rounders 

Wednesday afternoon saw a year 4 mixed team take part in the Rounders tournament held at 

Darlinghurst school. They worked well as a team, supported each other and show great resilience 

and sportsmanship. Their fantastic efforts earned them 3rd place, coming home with bronze medals 

and huge smiles on their faces! Well done Team Chalky! 🙌💙 
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Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

What a busy week we’ve had in Year 3! 

As well as demonstrating our knowledge and understanding in our Maths and Reading assessments 

and having our first swimming lesson, we have found the time to practise our writing skills and learn 

many new things! 

In computing we have started to plan our stop motion animations, drawing out a storyboard to 

decide whether it is achievable on screen. We are excited to see how our animations turn out over 

the next few weeks – watch this space! 

On Wednesday, we visited St. Michael and All Angels Church where we learnt about different aspects 

of the Christian faith including baptism, communion, the singing of hymns and songs, reading the 

Bible and how Christians show their faith in action to help others and the work that they do in the 

wider community. Everyone enjoyed learning ‘outside the classroom’ and being able to ask questions. 

A huge thanks to the team at St. Michaels! 

The teachers have been impressed yet again with the ideas and vocabulary choices that the children 

have contributed when planning the instructions for our class potion and doing our Shared Write in 

English. It has been an opportunity to think up the most disgusting ingredients and to demonstrate 

our understanding of text features including imperative verbs, bullet points and numbered steps. 



19.6.2026 CHJS Newsletter 
Have a wonderful weekend, Year 3 and we look forward to seeing you raring to go again on Monday! 
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Year 4 

Year 4 have truly impressed us with their determination, focus, and positive attitude throughout their 

assessments this week. The children began their first swimming lessons. They embraced this new 

experience enthusiastically and showed great courage and willingness to develop their skills in the 

water.  

In Art, we have been exploring tone and texture, experimenting with different techniques to create 

depth and interest in our work.  

During History, the children used their knowledge and imagination to create engaging comic strips, 

bringing historical events and characters to life in a fun and creative way. To round off the week, the 

girls had a wonderful time visiting Westcliff High School for Girls, where they enjoyed a range of 

exciting activities and experiences.  

Meanwhile, the boys remained at school and had a fantastic morning taking part in a quiz and 

competing in their own mini sports day events, showing excellent teamwork and sportsmanship 

throughout.  

Well done, Year 4, on another fantastic week of learning, achievement and enthusiasm. We look 

forward to seeing what next week brings! 
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Year 5 

What a productive week it has been for Year 5!. We’d like to congratulate the children for their 

fantastic attitude throughout assessment week. They approached each challenge with maturity and 
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confidence. Our swimming lessons have also now begun, and it’s been lovely to see everyone 

growing in confidence in the water. 

In Science, we have used our Computing skills when using stop‑motion animation to explore animal 

reproduction, blending creativity with scientific understanding. Our Maths lessons have focused on 

problem‑solving and building nets, encouraging careful thinking, teamwork and precision. 

Finally, our combined PSHE and Art work on portraits has helped us reflect on identity and think 

about how others see us while developing their portrait skills, producing some wonderful pieces of 

artwork. 

It's been a fantastic week and we are looking forward to another busy week next week with our trip 

to Kentwell Hall!  
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Year 6 

It has been another busy and enjoyable week in Year 6! We have been completing our block of 

learning on World War One, exploring the important roles that animals played during the war and 

how propaganda posters were used to encourage people to support the war effort, both on the front 

line and at home. The children have shown great interest in these topics, and their topic books are 

looking absolutely fantastic. 

In Science, we investigated how shadows are formed and how they change throughout the day. 

Using LEGO figures as our test subjects, we measured and compared shadow lengths, helping us to 

understand how the position of a light source affects the size of a shadow. 

We have also launched our exciting ‘Grow a Pound’ Challenge, with pupils beginning to think 

creatively about how they can turn £1 into even more money to help fund their Year 6 leavers’ disco. 

We are looking forward to seeing their entrepreneurial ideas come to life over the coming weeks! 

Well done, Year 6, for another excellent week of learning and effort. Have a wonderful weekend and 

enjoy the sunny, warm weather! 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today, it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for embodying our core values of 

Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity, and Enquiry. A huge well done to 

everyone—there are so many superstars at CHJS! Your hard work and dedication truly shine, making 

our school community a wonderful place to learn and grow together. Keep up the fantastic effort, 

and let’s continue to support one another in our journey of learning! 
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Attendance & Punctuality 

 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 95.7%  

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 95.4%  

Year 4 = 97.9% 
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Year 5 = 95.5% 

Year 6 = 93.8%  

Lower School Winners = 4JDW (99.7%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 5GH (99.3%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary:  

Wednesday 24th June - Year 5 trip to Kentwell Hall 

Friday 26th June - Transition - meet the year group during an extra play  

                               - Governor Day 

Friday 3rd July - Y6 Transition Day / Meet new teacher day 

Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th July - Leigh Art Trail 

Monday 6th July - 9am Meet Year 3 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 6 Team                    

Parent Meeting 

Tuesday 7th July - 9am Meet Year 5 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 4 Team        Parent 

Meeting 

Wednesday 8th July - Open classroom 3:15-4:15pm 

Thursday 9th July - End of year reports home 

Friday 10th July - Y6 trip to Adventure Island 

Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

