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As we approach the end of the school year, I wanted to take a moment to reflect on what has been 

an extraordinary time for our school community. We’re now in the final full week of term, and I can 

hardly believe how quickly the year has flown by. It’s been a wonderful journey filled with learning, 

laughter, and growth. 

This week has marked the conclusion of our swimming sessions at the pop-up school. Once again, it 

has been a roaring success! It has brought me immense joy to witness the children's confidence and 

skills blossom in the water. Watching them master new strokes and develop a love for swimming has 

truly been a highlight of our year. 

As we wrap up our final weeks of topics, I must say how proud I am of our Chalkwell Curriculum. It 

serves as such a fantastic foundation for learning, and it’s remarkable to see the children’s thirst for 

knowledge in action. Their enthusiasm to explore different subjects has been phenomenal, and it’s 

this drive that fuels our community's passion for education. I’m thrilled to see how engaged and 

curious they are, leading to some fantastic discussions and discoveries in the classroom. 

Also, I must mention how lovely it has been to see both staff and children enjoying their time 

together during these final weeks in class. The recent Open Classroom event was a triumph, with so 

many of you turning out to support. It truly warms my heart to see the connection between home 

and school fostered by your presence. 

I want to reach out to all of you—our amazing parents and carers—and express a huge thank you for 

your unwavering support throughout the year. My team and I are dedicated to providing your 

children with the best education, care, and support we can. While things don’t always go to plan and 

we occasionally encounter a few bumps along the way, your collaboration is invaluable in helping us 

achieve the best for your child. 

You deserve gold stars for all you do to support your children—facilitating events, dress-up days, 

trips, and home learning! What a team effort it has been! 

We have just three days left to go, and I look forward to enjoying these final moments with your 

wonderful children. Have a fantastic weekend ahead! 

Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 

Headteacher 

"At CHJS, our vision is to provide an education that celebrates diversity and difference, encourages 

creativity and curiosity so children can achieve anything they set their minds to." 

CHALWELL PARK/LEIGH CRICKET CLUB - WEDNESDAY 23rd JULY 
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With regards to next Wednesday afternoon after school finishes - our friends at Leigh Cricket club 

will be opening their doors from 3:30pm. They will be accepting card payments only. They happy to 

open up their clubhouse but please could we as a community respect their facilities, take any 

rubbish home and accompany children when using the toilets. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

HAPPY NEWS!  

We are delighted to share with you that Miss Sullivan, one of our wonderful LSAs is pregnant. This is 

wonderful news to share as we approach the end of the school year. I'm sure you will join me in 

sending congratulations and best wishes to Miss Sullivan and her family on this fantastic news. 

Goodbye to Mrs Cade 

Today we said a fond farewell to Mrs Cade who worked her last day at CHJS. We had a great send-off 

for her and were able to thank her for the fantastic contribution she has given to our school over the 

past year! Mrs Cade is as you know currently pregnant so we cannot wait to hear of the arrival of her 

baby next term. Thank you Mrs Cade for all you have done!  

DRAMA CLUB MAGIC! 

A Special Message from Mr Fleury  

      Dear Chalkwell Hall Junior School Community, 

I am overflowing with pride as I reflect on the incredible talent displayed by our 38 fabulous Drama 

Club members!    On Monday evening, our young stars put on a magnificent performance for 

invited guests and parents, showcasing their super characterisation, remarkable acting abilities, and 

maturity that truly goes beyond their years. 

It has been my absolute pleasure to witness each child develop as a performer over the past two 

years. Their growth in confidence, ability, and sheer stage presence has been nothing short of 

inspiring. I will genuinely miss our Year 6 children, who have brought so much joy to our 

productions, but I eagerly await hearing about the exciting paths they will take as they move on to 

new adventures. 

A special shout-out to the wonderful Mrs Skurr for her brilliant costumes and props, which have 

added so much colour and life to our performances!      ✨ 

Thank you, Drama Club members, for filling our lives with light and character over the past two 

years. You've all made this experience truly unforgettable! 

Here’s to future stars!   

Drama Club #ChalkwellHallJuniorSchool #ProudDirector #FutureStars #TheatreMagic #Community 
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Waddle-On-Sea 

Exciting news! Our beloved Lingo the Penguin—the Haven’s Hospice penguin sponsored by our 

school—has officially arrived at his temporary home somewhere along the Waddle Trail in Southend, 

which launches today! Trail maps are available at various locations around Southend, or you can 

download the Waddle Trail app to track all the penguins. We were overjoyed by the incredible 

support and participation that made it possible for us to sponsor a penguin and contribute to the 

invaluable work of Havens Hospice. A huge thank you to everyone who helped raise the funds! Our 

very own penguin, Lingo, is extra special. He joyfully celebrates diversity, reminding us of the 

different cultures within our school community - our school motto 'If we believe, we will achieve' is 

written in all the different languages spoken in our school. With his amazing feathers, Lingo inspires 

firendship and unity, reminding us that kindness transcends differences.  

We hope you all have a wonderful time on your penguin hunt and we can’t wait to hear the 

children’s stories and adventures as they search for Snowy. Happy waddling!  
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JUNIOR GOVERNORS CAMPAIGN - SUMMER OF KINDNESS! 

 

This week is the 6th week of our Summer of Kindness led by our Junior Governors. Here's what was 

on the menu... 

 

Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  

This week's focus has been on being reflective as we are approaching the end of a school year. 

Endings and new beginnings are part of life and the ability to reflect and move on is a key skill to 

have. We revisited the story we looked at in September - called 'The Dot' and revisited the themes in 

this story. 
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WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 
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A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY - THE 2 JOHNS! 
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Summer Young Writers' Retreat 2025 

 

SCHOOL DINNER MENU THIS TERM 
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OPAL  

 

 

OPAL lunchtimes are as exciting as ever. Rain or shine, our lunchtimes are full of activities that enrich 

and promote play, teamwork and friendships. 

We’ve been truly overwhelmed by the generous donations we’ve received recently and we want to 

say a huge thank you for thinking of us! Thank you again for your continued support. 

So many wonderful play opportunities this week! 

OPAL WISHLIST: 

If you are able to add to our incredible offer at lunchtime by buying something off our wish list, we 

would be most grateful. 

Have a look and see what you could buy to enrich our play offer by clicking the following link:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
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SPORT @ CHJS 

Dance World Cup Star! 

We have a World Cup Superstar at Chalkwell! 

Silva has competed in 7 dances in the Dance World Cup 2025 in Burgos, Spain representing Team 

England and Emery Stage School and coming home with 2 Bronze medals - we are so proud of you 

Silva and look forward to seeing you progress in this wonderful sport that you are so talented in. 

Keep up the great work!  

Emery Stage School Westcliff Branch is enrolling students for September 2025. For more info please 

email emerystageschool@yahoo.co.uk or check out  the Instagram 

page https://www.instagram.com/emerystageschool_?igsh=aWM2ejcwN25vYmhm&utm_source=qr 

 

mailto:emerystageschool@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.instagram.com/emerystageschool_?igsh=aWM2ejcwN25vYmhm&utm_source=qr
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Sporting Opportunities 
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Learning this week! 

Year 3 

Another jam-packed week – our last full one! Year 3 enjoyed visiting St. Michael’s and All Angels 

Church on Tuesday where the children learnt about the various community groups the church hosts 

and supports, the ways in which the congregation worship through song and prayer, and saw first-

hand the baptismal font and the chapel. 

In English, we have been completing our Independent Writes describing Harry’s journey to Hogwarts 

but changing the original story. We have been impressed with the imagination shown and 

vocabulary used. 

In Maths, we have been continuing our Zoo Project, using our calculation skills to cost a new Zoo for 

Magical Creatures within budget. Next, we will be planning the layout of our sites; locating 

enclosures, refreshment kiosks and other attractions like log flumes! We look forward to seeing the 

completed designs. 

Three days to go, Year 3! Let’s finish on a high – the end of a brilliant year! 
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Year 4 

It's been an amazing year and our year 4 children have had the time of their lives!  We've 

investigated the Vikings and discovered how their time came to an end with the Battle of 

Hastings.  The children have been fascinated by the words we get from the ancient civilisation and 

how we learn from the past to enrich our own lives today. 

In Maths, we've been addressing misconceptions outlined in our end of year tests and have 

encouraged the children to focus on 'Time' and 'Fractions' as these seemed to be the most tricky 

concepts to master. In our PE lessons, we have been improving our tennis and cricket skills. The 

children have thoroughly enjoyed whacking balls to each other over at Chalkwell Park while taking 

advantage of the wonderful weather. This term, our Science lessons have been all about electrical 

circuits and how to make a bulb light up using essential equipment to make complete circuits. 

The children have developed their writing substantially this year and have been using their 

imagination to write a final piece about dragons.  We've encourage use of more complex 

punctuation, higher level word choices and being creative with similes and metaphors. 
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Year 5 

It's been a ROARING good time for our Year 5 students! This week, we've been blending fun with 

learning through some exciting activities inspired by classic tales and mysteries! 

We had a theme of the 'Lion King,' in maths when Year 5 pupils used mathematical skills to conquer 

the savannah! From calculating the distance Simba travels in search of his kingdom, to exploring the 

shapes and patterns found in the circle of life, maths has never been so much fun!   
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As our students geared up for the end of year celebrations, they took on the Science Big Quiz! Packed 

with thrilling questions about the wonders of nature and beyond, our future scientists are ready to 

showcase their knowledge!  

The Mysteries of Harris Burdick:  

Unleashing their creativity, Year 5 dived into the mysteries of Harris Burdick, bringing to life their own 

comic strips! Imagination and storytelling collided as they unravelled the enigmatic tales hidden in 

each illustration. There was laughter and surprises as they drew and shared their masterpieces!  

Well done for all of your hard work this week, Year 5! 
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Year 6 

What an incredible week it has been for our fantastic Year 6 students as they approach the finish line 

of primary school! 🎓✨ With leavers' practice in full swing, the excitement in the air is palpable! 

But that hasn’t stopped our brilliant children from having a truly 'wow' afternoon! 

This week, they rolled up their sleeves and got hands-on with a challenging yet fun task: designing 

Anderson Shelters that could withstand a staggering 1kg weight! 💪🏗️ Students explored the world 
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of structures, delving into the fundamental question of what is the strongest shape? Some impressive 

designs emerged, showcasing creativity and engineering prowess! 

Moreover, our budding Year 6 learners ventured into the realm of secondary education with a set of 

introductory lessons in Business Studies, Drama, Photography, and Media Studies. 📸🎭 They 

embraced the opportunity to try their hands at something completely new, and the enthusiasm was 

infectious! 

Year 6 also had the pleasure of a French lesson delivered by students from SHSG - so great to see the 

learning, enjoyment and collaborations with our secondary school friends! 

We are immensely proud of how our Year 6 pupils have balanced their leavers' preparations with 

such gusto. Keep up the fabulous work, Year 6! We can't wait to share your amazing show with 

parents next week!🌟 
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Achievement Awards 

 

As we approach the end of this year, we are going to hold our final Celebration Assembly on 

Wednesday next week so no awards today - instead we had an extra special treat of watching the 

Dress Rehearsal for the Year 6 Leavers Assembly! Year 6 parents, you are in for a real treat...bring 

your tissues! 

Attendance & Punctuality 

Please encourage good attendance and ensure your child is in every day. 

Important facts about school attendance: 

• There are 190 school days each academic year 

• There are 175 other days for holidays and other activities 

• The national average for school attendance is 95% 

• 90% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a fortnight 

• 80% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a week 

At CHJS, we always strive for 100% attendance. We understand that illness occurs from time to time 

but ask that you support your child's learning and us a school by ensuring your child is in school 

every day and on time. 

Our aim is that every child is in school every session, every day so we can give them the best 

education we can. Attendance is a key indicator to a child's success so we will be looking to be even 

better every week! We will be focusing on ensuring attendance is as good as it can be next year. 
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Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 

If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

OUR SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 95.2%  (-) 
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Lower School Winners = 3GW (99%)  

 

Upper School Winners = 5GH (98.6%)  
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Tuesday 15th July - Year 3 visiting St Michaels & All Angels 

Wednesday 16th July - 3:15-4:15pm OPEN CLASSROOM 

Friday 18th July - Challenge Day 

Sunday 6th July - PTA Summer Fete 

Monday 21st July - Year 6 Leavers' Assembly @ 1:30pm 

Tuesday 22nd July - Year 6 Leavers' Assembly @ 1:30pm 

Tuesday 22nd July - Year 6 Leavers' Disco 

Wednesday 23rd July - Coffee in the Car Park & Break up for Summer holidays 

Monday 1st September - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 2nd September - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

WEDNESDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER - FIRST DAY OF THE SCHOOL YEAR - CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL 

Friday 24th October - Last day of half term 

Monday 3rd November - First day back after October Half Term 

Friday 19th December - Last day at school - Christmas Holidays! 

Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 

Thursday 12th February - Last day of half term 

Friday 13th February - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 23rd February - Back to school after February half term 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 
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Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

