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Can you believe two weeks have passed already? Time flies, which must mean we have all loved the 

start to the new topics and learning we have embarked upon this term. It has been wonderful to see 

so many of you at the parent meetings this week for Year 5 and Year 6; your involvement in school 

life is invaluable to us, and we truly appreciate the time you take to engage with our community. 

As we press on into 2026, we remain focused on excellence in our teaching. We are excited to be 

working closely with the trust on several innovative projects aimed at making our teaching and 

learning even more purposeful and impactful for our wonderful Chalkwell children. This term, we 

are particularly concentrating on enhancing the working memory of our pupils and promoting 

regulation and readiness to learn in our classrooms. These strategies are designed to support our 

children in becoming more effective learners, and we are eager to see the positive effects they will 

have on their educational journeys. 

We have some exciting news to share! We will be hosting a parent workshop that promotes healthy 

habits online. This workshop will provide valuable insights into how we can all work together to 

ensure our children navigate the digital world safely and responsibly. We encourage all parents to 

attend and participate in this important conversation. Please see details below. 

Additionally, we are thrilled to announce our upcoming TT Rockstars dress-up day on Friday 30th 

January! This fun event will not only allow our students to express their creativity but also to 

celebrate their achievements in mathematics. We hope to see everyone getting involved and 

enjoying the day together. 

As always, thank you for your continued support and commitment to our school community. Your 

partnership is crucial in helping us create a nurturing and inspiring environment for our children. 

Please read on for more details about the exciting learning experiences that have taken place this 

week. We look forward to sharing more updates with you in the coming weeks! 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Parent Discussion Group - Wednesday 28th January 6pm 

 

TT Rock Stars - ROCK DAY! Friday 30th January 

Exciting news! Rock Day is coming!!! On Friday 30th January, we will be holding a Times Tables Rock 

Star Rock Day! We would love for your child to celebrate their love for TTRS by dressing up as a rock 

star. This could be a made-up rock star, their favourite rock star or maybe even dress up as their 

TTRS avatar. Throughout the day, we will be holding TTRS based activities to encourage the pupils to 

get involved in using TTRS and to support them in learning their times tables. There will even be a 

chance for the pupils to complete against the teachers!  
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Celebrate Children’s Mental Health Week at Youth Fest 2026! 

We’re excited to announce Youth Fest, a vibrant and inspiring event dedicated to promoting 

children’s mental health and well-being. Taking place on Saturday 14th February 2026, from 10am 

to 4pm at The Victoria Shopping Centre Southend, this free event is the perfect way to mark 

Children’s Mental Health Week. 

What to Expect 

Youth Fest is all about creating a positive space for children, young people and families to connect, 

learn, and have fun. Here’s what you can look forward to: 

  

• Child & Youth Services – Meet local providers offering support for mental health, well-being, 

and family life. 

• Activities & Music – Enjoy interactive sessions, stalls, creative workshops, and live 

performances that celebrate youth voices. 

• Well-being Zones and Resources – Discover practical tools and advice to help children thrive 

emotionally and socially. 
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Why It Matters 

Children’s Mental Health Week is a vital opportunity to raise awareness about the importance of 

emotional well-being. Youth Fest brings together community partners, health professionals and 

families to share knowledge, build resilience, and celebrate the power of connection. 

This promises to be a day filled with positivity, creativity and support. Whether you’re a parent, 

carer, or young person, Youth Fest is your chance to explore resources, meet local services and enjoy 

a fun, uplifting atmosphere. 
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Parent WhatsApp Groups - scam warning 

We hope this message finds you well! We want to bring to your attention a concerning issue 

regarding scammers who have been infiltrating class WhatsApp groups. These individuals may send 

messages offering tickets and other enticing special offers. 

To ensure the safety of our community, we kindly advise all group admins to review and update their 

settings. Please make sure that all new members are approved before being added to the group. 

Please be vigilant in your class WhatsApp groups. 

SAVE THE DATE! Southend Scout & Guide Gang Show - February 

Half Term! 

The Southend Scout and Guide Gang Show is being held Wednesday 18th until Saturday 

21st February 2026 at the Palace Theatre, Westcliff-on Sea, and pupils from our school are 

performing and participating in this which is so exciting! 

The Southend Gang Show is a variety show put on by Scouts and Guides in the Southend area. The 

experience, whilst entertaining for the audience, develops confidence, talent and friendships and 

shows commitment to a project over an extended period. The 2026 show will include a cast of over 

80, 10- to 25-year-olds and after the 6 months of rehearsal it will, for many, be their first time on 

stage or even at a theatre. 

The Show is being held during half term week, starting at 7.30pm, with matinees at 2.00pm on 

Thursday and Saturday. An earlier performance on the Friday evening starts at 6.00pm. 

You can book tickets using the link below: 

Book It's A Date tickets | Palace Theatre Southend 

Good luck to all our children who are part of this fantastic show! 

https://trafalgartickets.com/palace-theatre-southend/en-GB/event/other/its-a-date-tickets
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School Attendance - Have you got Studybugs yet? 

Studybugs – report absence securely and help improve children’s 

health 

We’re pleased that CHJS is using a new, more efficient and secure system for reporting your child’s 

absence due to illness, called Studybugs. 

If you haven’t already, please get the free Studybugs app, or register on the Studybugs website, and 

use it to tell us whenever your child’s ill and unable to attend school. 

Get the app using the QR code below or register now (https://studybugs.com/about/parents) 



16.1.2026 CHJS Newsletter 
 

Top 3 reasons to use Studybugs: 

1. It’s integrated with our systems so we know right away if your child is unaccounted for. 

2. It’s quick and easy to register and use and automatically reminds you to keep us posted. 

3. You’ll be helping the NHS and other public health organisations improve children’s health.  

(https://studybugs.com/about/schools) 
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Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  

 

Core Value: Responsibility 

Learning Behaviour: Setting Goals 
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WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 

 

HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

6FW Supporting Our Community 

We are thrilled to share some uplifting news from our school! The Hungry Cupboard is a brilliant 

initiative designed to collect essential items for local families in crisis, and we can’t wait for everyone 

to get involved! 

Here’s how it works: Each week, the Hungry Cupboard will be hosted in a different classroom. Our 

pupils will gather priority items suggested by SVP and fill the cupboard to the brim. Once it's full, the 

contents will be delivered directly to SVP Southend, ensuring that our collective efforts make a 

significant impact. 
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The Hungry Cupboard has spent the week in 6FW who put in a fabulous effort; filling the cupboard 

to bursting! Well done 6FW! Next week, it's 6AF's turn! 

Let’s continue to show our support and demonstrate the strength of our community spirit! 
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PTA NEWS 

CO-OP Community Fund! 

Don’t forget to select us as your cause!Every time you shop at any Co-op they will donate to our 

schools.Please share with friends and family as anyone can support us and help raise funds for our 

children!Last time we were selected as a community fund, we raised over 

£2700!   http://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/94156 

 

http://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/94156
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SCHOOL DINNER MENU - Next week: WEEK 2  
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OPAL  

 

 

OPAL lunchtimes are as exciting as ever. Rain or shine, our lunchtimes are full of activities that enrich 

and promote play, teamwork and friendships. 

An out of this world new zone arrived in school this week, and the children absolutely love our new 

Space Zone! They’ve been busy blasting off in the space rocket, exploring with torches, and diving 

into fascinating books and magazines all about space. It’s wonderful to see their imaginations take 

flight! A huge thank you to Natalie and the Play Team for their creativity and hard work in designing 

such exciting new play zones for the children to enjoy during lunchtime.  

As always, we’re so grateful for your kind donations, they help us keep creating new and inspiring 

spaces for play and learning. Please hand any donations to the school office. 

So many wonderful play opportunities this week! 
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OPAL WISHLIST: 

If you are able to add to our incredible offer at lunchtime by buying something off our wish list, we 

would be most grateful. 

Have a look and see what you could buy to enrich our play offer by clicking the following link:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex 

SPORT @ CHJS 

Sporting Opportunities 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
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Learning this week! 

Year 3 

Another great week in Year 3! 

Despite a rainy week, we managed to find pockets of sunshine in which to practise and refine our 

hockey skills; learning to hold our sticks correctly, how to dribble and pass the ball. 

In Guided Reading, we have continued reading and listening to ‘There’s a Pharaoh in our Bath!’ by 

our focus author, Jeremy Strong. We have used sentence clues to help us decode and understand the 

meaning of unfamiliar words and practised these skills in a comprehension task. 
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Our Egyptian collars are taking shape! We have been so impressed with the resilience and 

determination shown by the children. Our needle-threading skills are improving and we are now 

using appliqué and embellishment techniques to bring our initial designs to life. Watch this space! 
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Year 4 

What a brilliant second week back it’s been! The children have jumped straight into the term with 

buckets of enthusiasm, showing that all their hard work in the autumn has truly set them up for 

success.  

They’ve thrown themselves into the wonderful world of the Maya, uncovering how this incredible 

civilisation grew and changed over time. A table full of pictures showcasing mysterious artefacts 

sparked plenty of curiosity and some very impressive detective work as the children decided whether 

different statements about the artefacts were true or false. Some even stretched their thinking 

further, wondering why archaeologists can’t always figure out exactly who used certain objects 

found in ancient Mayan cities. With their detective hats firmly on, they pieced together key events in 

chronological order to map out the rise of the Maya.  

After scratching away at their colourful Mayan masks last week, the children have now taken 

inspiration from South American and African patterns. Symmetry, circles, and bold colours were the 

stars of the show as they designed bright and vibrant patterns for their maracas. These masterpieces 

are now officially in the Year 4 production line! The bottles you kindly sent in are being taped, 

prepped, and primed for painting… and most importantly, they’re nearly ready for the children to 

shake, rattle, and roll their way to a musical masterpiece!  

In science, the children have been diving into the world of sound and discovering how vibrations 

travel. Working in small groups, they explored how a simple coat hanger can create surprising 

sounds. Their teamwork, communication, and willingness to experiment were fantastic — brilliant 

work, Year 4!  

We have also been receiving some wonderfully creative — and very delicious — Creative Homework. 

Thank you for the support you are providing at home; it is greatly appreciated. With such a great 

second week, we’re clearly in for a brilliant term ahead. 
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Year 5 

This week, our fantastic Year 5 students have been busy showcasing their dreams and goals for the 

future by creating beautiful cloud art! Each cloud represents their aspirations, reminding us all of the 

importance of dreaming big. 

In science, they’ve been hands-on, investigating what causes a nail to rust more quickly. Such 

practical experiments not only spark curiosity but also deepen their understanding of the world 

around them!  

Additionally, in computing, they’ve explored the fascinating topic of image manipulation, learning 

why people copy, alter, and modify images. This knowledge is vital in today’s digital age! We are so 

proud of their achievements and the enthusiasm they bring to their learning every day!  

Keep up the great work, Year 5!  
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Year 6 

This week in Year 6 has been full of creativity and skill-building across the curriculum. In writing, the 

children have been planning spooky stories and exploring a range of writing devices to build 

atmosphere. They have impressed us with their imaginative and eerie ideas, which we are looking 

forward to seeing developed further.  

In computing, the children have begun using a 3D modelling program to design houses. The skills 

they are developing over the coming weeks will support them in designing and creating their very 

own castle by the end of the half term.  
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In PE, the children have been honing their hockey skills, with a strong focus on control and accuracy 

when moving and passing the ball.  

Meanwhile, in art, the children have been learning how to create one-point perspective drawings of a 

road, producing some excellent and carefully detailed work. 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today in Celebration Assembly it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for showing 

our core values of Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity and Enquiry. Well done 

everyone, so many superstars at CHJS! ! 

 

 

 

 



16.1.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

Attendance & Punctuality 

 

Please encourage good attendance and ensure your child is in every day. 

Important facts about school attendance: 

• There are 190 school days each academic year 

• There are 175 other days for holidays and other activities 

• The national average for school attendance is 95% 

• 90% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a fortnight 

• 80% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a week 

At CHJS, we always strive for 100% attendance. We understand that illness occurs from time time 

but ask that you support your child's learning and us a school by ensuring your child is in school 

every day and on time. 

Our aim is that every child is in school every session, every day so we can give them the best 

education we can. Attendance is a key indicator to a child's success so we will be looking to be even 

better every week! We will be focusing on ensuring attendance is as good as it can be next year. 
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Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 
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If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 96% (+1.4) 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 96.7% (+1) 

Year 4 = 97.8% (+0.3) 
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Year 5 = 94.8% (+0.1) 

Year 6 = 95% (+3.9) 

Lower School Winners = 4SR (99.3%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 6AD (99%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Wednesday 21st January - Sitting Volleyball Competition 

Wednesday 21st January at 6pm - Year 6 SATs Parent Information Meeting 

Friday 23rd January - Year 4 Football Competition 

Wednesday 28th January at 6pm - Parent Workshop - Healthy Habits Online 

Thursday 5th February - Year 6 Football friendly match 

w/c Monday 9th February - Online Safety Awareness Week 

Monday 9th February 7pm @ Palace Theatre - CHJS performing at Southend Makes Music 

Tuesday 10th February - Safer Internet Day 

Thursday 12th February - Year 6 boys Football match vs West Leigh 

Thursday 12th February - Last day of half term 

Friday 13th February - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 23rd February - Back to school after February half term 

Monday 23rd February - Young Voices @ The O2 

Wednesday 25th February - Netball Tournament 

Monday 2nd March - National Offer Day (Y7 Secondary School places) 

*Thursday 5th March - WORLD BOOK DAY  

*Thursday 5th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

*Friday 6th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

Friday 13th March - Governor Day 

Tuesday 17th March - Y6 Boys football 

*Thursday 26th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

*Friday 27th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

*Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 
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Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

