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Despite the rain this week, the children have truly shone in all aspects of learning and school life. It 

has been a busy and vibrant week filled with events that have brought our school community 

together. 

On Monday, we celebrated the launch of National Anti-Bullying Week, where the corridors were 

filled with colour and laughter as staff and children donned their odd socks. It was delightful to see 

everyone engaging in assemblies and lessons dedicated to discussing how we can tackle bullying and 

promote friendship and kindness. The conversations sparked during these sessions were not just 

meaningful but essential in fostering a supportive environment for our children. 

In addition to this, our Year 3 children participated in joyous Indian dance workshops, which brought 

a wave of happiness and exuberance throughout the school. The rhythmic music and vibrant 

movements filled the hallways, leaving smiles on every face. It was heartening to see our students 

embracing new cultures and expressing themselves through such a beautiful art form. 

Today, we had an absolute blast celebrating Children in Need Day. This wonderful cause unites us all, 

and it has been heart-warming to witness the generosity of our community. The various activities, 

from cake sales to fun challenges, have not only entertained but have also raised significant 

awareness and funds for those in need. It reinforces the strength of our community values and the 

importance of coming together for a good cause. 

As a school, we are committed to instilling our core values in our children, driving the skills and traits 

that will equip them for their lives now and in the future. We continuously remind ourselves that the 

values we nurture today will serve them well into adulthood. 

One notable highlight from this week was Tuesday, Remembrance Day. We felt privileged to have 

cadets from Westcliff High School for Boys—some of whom are our ex-pupils—lead a truly special 

and poignant assembly. Their respectful demeanour guided us through an impeccable two-minute 

silence, honouring the servicemen and women who have bravely given their lives in conflicts. It was 

an emotionally moving and inspirational moment, and we extend our heartfelt thanks to the 

students and staff who took time out of their morning to lead our assembly and engage with our 

Year 3 classes to talk about remembrance. 

As we reflect on these experiences, we are reminded of the words, "They gave their tomorrow for 

our today." Let us all take a moment to remember, "We will remember them." 

Thank you for your continued support. Have a fantastic weekend! 

 



SCHOOL NEWS 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 

 

Over the past few weeks, we have been discussing what Remembrance Day is and why we mark this 

every year. Our children have immersed themselves into these discussions, as well as buying and 

wearing poppies, slap bands, wristbands and other items through their donations to The Royal 

British Legion. 

Our Junior Governors have led this in school and have reminded us all about the key information 

about this special day: 

- Every year people across the UK come together to remember those who have died in wars across 

the world. 

- Remembrance Day marks the day World War One ended - at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day 

of the eleventh month, in 1918. It is also known as Armistice Day. 

- Today Armistice Day is used to remember all the people who have died in all wars since. 

- This year also marks 80 years since World War Two ended, in 1945. 

- A two minute silence also takes place - on both Remembrance Sunday and on Remembrance Day 

itself. 

- Millions of people in the UK and around the world pause to remember and pay respects to those 

who died during wars. 

- From the end of October through to November, you may start seeing people wearing poppies and 

see poppy wreaths at memorials in towns and villages. 

- During World War One much of the land in France and Belgium that was fought on was churned up 

and destroyed by battle. 

- But one of the first plants to reappear were delicate red poppies, which grew on the soil and 

rubble. 

- The poppy became a symbol of loss and of hope - a reminder of the sacrifice made by those who 

died in war and hope for the future. 

- Paper versions of the flower are now sold to raise money to support members of the armed forces, 

veterans and their families. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/c0mzr7ryvmjo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/c0mzr7ryvmjo


All children, staff and parents here at Chalkwell Hall Junior School stand united together in 

remembering the sacrifice made by those who have died in war and we hope for a peaceful future. 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Children In Need - a message of thanks from our Junior Governors 

 Today has been Children in Need, a charity we have decided to support this charity again this 

year. As Junior Governors, our job is to represent the children in our school and work with Mr 

Newnham and all members of staff to make our school and community a better place. 

It was fantastic today to see everyone in non-uniform wearing something spotty, in Pudsey clothing 

and accessories. We also saw some wonderful spotty make-up! If you haven't done so already, we 

are asking for a suggested donation of £1 for today; please use of the link below to donate directly: 

https://donate.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/ 

Thank you in advance for your support., 

The Junior Governors 

https://donate.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/


 

 

 



 

 



DIABETES AWARENESS DAY - FRIDAY 14th NOVEMBER 

 



Book Fair Visiting CHJS - Monday 17th to Friday 21st November 

We are pleased to announce that the school will be hosting a Book Fair from Monday 17th November 

through to Friday 21st November.  

The Book Fair will be in the lower school hall from 3.05pm until 4.00pm.   

Please note we will only be accepting card payments. 

The school receives commission on all books sold and we will be purchasing books for our library with 

any funds raised.  This would be a great opportunity to buy some Christmas presents and in doing so 

helps us to restock our library. 

 



School Attendance - Have you got Studybugs yet? 

Studybugs – report absence securely and help improve children’s 

health 

We’re pleased that CHJS is using a new, more efficient and secure system for reporting your child’s 

absence due to illness, called Studybugs. 

If you haven’t already, please get the free Studybugs app, or register on the Studybugs website, and 

use it to tell us whenever your child’s ill and unable to attend school. 

Get the app using the QR code below or register now (https://studybugs.com/about/parents) 

Top 3 reasons to use Studybugs: 

1. It’s integrated with our systems so we know right away if your child is unaccounted for. 

2. It’s quick and easy to register and use and automatically reminds you to keep us posted. 

3. You’ll be helping the NHS and other public health organisations improve children’s health.  

(https://studybugs.com/about/schools) 

 



Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  

Respect & Tolerance / Promoting Positive Self-Talk 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Banish Negative Thoughts! 

Respect: Remembrance 

 

https://youtu.be/O8h_5mJCZvE


Why do we have Children in Need? 

Children In Need 

WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 

 

https://youtu.be/F5mjaPJEKmU


BE AWARE, GET ADVICE & BE UP TO DATE ON ALL THINGS ONLINE  

We all know how quickly the online world is changing and how important it is to keep our children 

safe as they navigate it. To support you with this, we are delighted to share a free resource available 

through National College. 

The National College provides a wealth of knowledge on online safety, offering: 

• Free, easy to follow courses designed to give you practical guidance 

• Short, expert webinars on current online trends and issues 

• Helpful guides covering apps, games, and digital platforms children may be using 

By signing up, you will gain access to a wide range of trusted resources that can help you feel more 

confident in supporting your child’s online safety. 

     You can register for free today by visitinghttps://nationalcollege.com/enrol/chalkwell-hall-

junior-school and selecting 'parent' when signing up. 

     Here are a few free courses to help get you started:  

https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-3-7 

https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-7-11 

https://nationalcollege.com/courses/certificate-in-understanding-mental-health-for-parents-and-

carersWe strongly encourage all parents and carers to make use of this valuable opportunity. 

Together, we can help ensure our children stay safe, happy, and confident online. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Hume  

Return of the HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

5CF Supporting Our Community 

We are thrilled to share some uplifting news from our school! The Hungry Cupboard is a brilliant 

initiative designed to collect essential items for local families in crisis, and we can’t wait for everyone 

to get involved! 

Here’s how it works: Each week, the Hungry Cupboard will be hosted in a different classroom. Our 

pupils will gather priority items suggested by SVP and fill the cupboard to the brim. Once it's full, the 

contents will be delivered directly to SVP Southend, ensuring that our collective efforts make a 

significant impact. 

This week, 5CF really got the ball rolling, putting in a fantastic effort to fill the Hungry Cupboard to 

bursting! Well done, everyone! 

Next week, the initiative moves on to another class. Let’s continue to show our support and 

demonstrate the strength of our community spirit! 

https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/chalkwell-hall-junior-school
https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/chalkwell-hall-junior-school
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-3-7
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-7-11
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/certificate-in-understanding-mental-health-for-parents-and-carers
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/certificate-in-understanding-mental-health-for-parents-and-carers


 

 



 

PTA EVENTS 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY... 

Don't forget to pre-order your wreath kit (ready for collection from 28th November at school) 

available at www.pta-events.co.uk/chalkwellhallpta 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING TO CHALKWELL!!Event planning is now underway and we are so excited to 

spread some Christmas cheer! To make the events a success we need your help and every little 

really does make a huge difference in lightening the load! So if you can help with any of the 

following, please contact your class rep via WhatsApp, email ptachalkwellhall@gmail.com or sign up 

on our website under the volunteer tab.  

         Christmas Fayre volunteers - Saturday 29th November - set up from 8.30am, running a stall 

anytime between 11.30 & 3pm, clearing away from 3pm 

       Bazaar set up - Tuesday 2nd December from 1.15pm 

          Junior bazaar stall help - Wednesday 3rd December 9-12 & 1.15-3pm 

                       Infant/nursery grotto - Wednesday 3rd December 9-12 & 1.15-3pm - elves needed! 



            Infant bazaar stall help - Thursday 4th December 9-12 & 1.15-3pm 

                       Junior grotto - Thursday 4th December 9-12 & 1.15-3pm - elves needed! 

      Bazaar clear up - Thursday 4th December from 3pm - children welcome to wait together.  

 



 

 



DRAMA OPPORTUNITY 

 

SCHOOL DINNER MENU  - Next week: WEEK 1 

 

 



OPAL  

 

 

OPAL lunchtimes are as exciting as ever. Rain or shine, our lunchtimes are full of activities that enrich 

and promote play, teamwork and friendships. 

An out of this world new zone arrived in school this week, and the children absolutely love our new 

Space Zone! They’ve been busy blasting off in the space rocket, exploring with torches, and diving 

into fascinating books and magazines all about space. It’s wonderful to see their imaginations take 

flight! A huge thank you to Natalie and the Play Team for their creativity and hard work in designing 

such exciting new play zones for the children to enjoy during lunchtime.  

As always, we’re so grateful for your kind donations, they help us keep creating new and inspiring 

spaces for play and learning. Please hand any donations to the school office. 

So many wonderful play opportunities this week! 

 



OPAL WISHLIST: 

If you are able to add to our incredible offer at lunchtime by buying something off our wish list, we 

would be most grateful. 

Have a look and see what you could buy to enrich our play offer by clicking the following link:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex 

SPORT @ CHJS 

Brilliant Basketballers! 

Thrilling Success at the 3v3 Basketball Tournament! We are absolutely buzzing after an electrifying 

3v3 Basketball Tournament! Our school's team showcased incredible skills, teamwork, and 

determination throughout the competition, coming home with a well-deserved 2nd place!With 7 

wins, 1 draw, and just 1 loss, our players demonstrated what it truly means to give your all on the 

court! The atmosphere was nothing short of intense as our athletes dribbled, passed, and defended 

against some fierce opponents. Every match was a testament to their hard work and commitment, 

and we couldn't be prouder of their achievements! 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex


Determined Dodgeballers! 

On Wednesday, two groups of Year 4 children competed in two different dodgeball tournaments. 

The children showed competitiveness, courage and determination throughout the day as well as lots 

of dodging, ducking, and diving. They were very supportive of each other and all of them showed 

fantastic teamwork. It was a very enjoyable day and I'm sure they went home quite tired! Well done 

to you all! 

 

 

 



Sporting Opportunities 

 



 



 

Learning this week! 

Year 3 

Year 3 danced their way into the beginning of the week with Bollywood dance instructors, Vinay and 

Matt, teaching them about Indian culture, customs and Bollywood dance moves. All children, and 

staff, thoroughly enjoyed the highly energetic and creative way the dances were taught and how 

they were used to tell stories. The finale of each session was a show case from each group showing 

the moves they had learnt and their own ending sequences. The joy and enthusiasm on every child’s 

face was fantastic to see!  

A big thank you to the PTA who generously funded this event for us!  

In art, we have been creating pieces using the skill of weaving and also using inks and wax on fabric 

to create elephant pictures (perfect for a frame when they bring them home to you!). 

 In PSHE we have been discussing families – the similarities and differences between all different 

types of families and also how to resolve conflict, which also has linked to our weekly chats about 

friendship relationships.  



In Maths, we have had a big focus on learning the 3, 4 and 8 times tables so please do encourage the 

use of TTRockstars at home!  

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 4 

Year 4 have had a great couple of weeks, travelling around the world in 80 days for our new 

topic!  We've researched different countries - their capitals, population and cultures.  Particularly 

interesting is the number of different countries represented by the pupils in year 4. It's been 

fascinating learning about where the children's heritage comes from and how their families come 

from different parts of the world. Argentina, Australia, Hungary and Croatia, to name a few!   

In Maths, we've been brushing up on times tables and division facts and continuing to do timed tests 

where the children work towards winning a star or certificate.  In our PE lessons, we have been 

developing our hockey skills while learning posture and balance in gymnastics. 

This term, our Science lessons are about  ‘Living things and their habitats – Conservation’ which takes 

children through six lessons where they learn how to recognise that environments can change and 

that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things.   

In Design and Technology, the children have begun to design moving cars.  I'm sure they will show 

great resilience and team work, like they did when constructing their Anglo-Saxon buildings with a 

partner. 

Keep up the great work year 4! 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 5 

As the rain kept us inside at the start of the week, we were determined to make the most of our time 

indoors. In PE , we were busy perfecting our accuracy skills with some fun and engaging activities 

that keep us active, regardless of the weather outside. 

In Computing, we delved into the fascinating world of data. Learning how to input, sort, and filter 

information has been a real eye-opener for us. We’ve realised just how powerful these skills can be, 

especially as they prepare us for a tech-driven future.  

For our Indoor PE lessons this week, we turned to yoga. Refining our poses has not only helped us to 

relax but has also improved our concentration and developed our core muscles. It’s been lovely to see 

everyone embrace mindfulness and find their inner balance during these sessions. 

A particular highlight of our week was when 5SH and 5CF went on our much-anticipated trip to 

Indirock. The thrill of scaling the walls was exhilarating, and we can’t wait to share some fantastic 

photos from our adventure—stay tuned! 

Lastly, the creativity on display in our homework this week has been absolutely astounding. We’d like 

to give a special shoutout to Amelia for her brilliant representation of the water cycle. Not only did 

she put in a fantastic effort, but she also shared her work with the entire year group, inspiring us all.  



It’s been a packed week, brimming with learning and creativity. I can’t wait to see what fantastic 

experiences await us next week! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Year 6 

It's been another bust week in Year 6. Following our recent parent consultations, where it was 

highlighted that some children were reading regularly at home, we have been focusing on developing 

a love of reading in class. The children began by exploring ten different books, discussing their covers, 

blurbs, and first pages before voting for one to become our new class reader. We have already 

started reading it together and the children are thoroughly enjoying it. They also spent time choosing 

their own individual reading books from a selection of high-quality Year 6 texts, taking care to find 

something that really interested them. It has been a really positive start, with lots of enthusiasm for 

reading in the classroom. 

In Computing, the children have been evaluating existing websites, thinking carefully about their 

target audience, layout, and content. This will help them later in the term when they design and 

create their own websites about the Windrush Generation. 

In PE, the children have been developing their teamwork and coordination through basketball and 

dodgeball. They have shown great enthusiasm and sportsmanship while practising new skills and 

applying them in small games. It’s been lovely to see their confidence and cooperation grow each 

week. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Achievement Awards 

 

Today in Celebration Assembly it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for showing 

our core values of Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity and Enquiry. Well done 

everyone, so many superstars at CHJS!  

 

 

 



Attendance & Punctuality 

 

Please encourage good attendance and ensure your child is in every day. 

Important facts about school attendance: 

• There are 190 school days each academic year 

• There are 175 other days for holidays and other activities 

• The national average for school attendance is 95% 

• 90% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a fortnight 

• 80% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a week 

At CHJS, we always strive for 100% attendance. We understand that illness occurs from time time 

but ask that you support your child's learning and us a school by ensuring your child is in school 

every day and on time. 

Our aim is that every child is in school every session, every day so we can give them the best 

education we can. Attendance is a key indicator to a child's success so we will be looking to be even 

better every week! We will be focusing on ensuring attendance is as good as it can be next year. 



 

Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 



If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 97.2%  

 



Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 97.4% 

Year 4 = 97.4% 

Year 5 = 95.2% 

Year 6 = 98.8% 

 

Lower School Winners = 4NM (99.7%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 6AD (100%) 

 

 



Community News 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Monday 17th to Friday 21st November - Book Fair in school 

Friday 28th November - Non-uniform day (in exchange for Wine & Chocolate for Tombola for 

Christmas Fayre!) 

Friday 28th November - Governor Day 

Saturday 29th November - 12-3pm Christmas Fayre 

Wednesday 3rd December - Junior Bazaar 

Thursday 4th December - Santa's Grotto visit - Juniors 

Friday 5th December- Boccia & Kurling Competition 

*Thursday 11th December - pm Year 3 Warm Winter Wishes - Assembly to parents 

*Friday 12th December  - pm Year 3 Warm Winter Wishes - Assembly to parents 

Monday 15th December - 6pm Carol Concert @ St. Michael's & All Angels 

Friday 19th December - SANTA FUN RUN! 

Friday 19th December - Last day at school - Christmas Holidays! 

Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 

Thursday 12th February - Last day of half term 

Friday 13th February - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 23rd February - Back to school after February half term 

*Thursday 5th March - WORLD BOOK DAY  

*Thursday 5th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

*Friday 6th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 26th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

*Friday 27th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

*Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 



Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

