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What a lovely week we’ve had here at school! It has been a joy to witness the rich learning 

opportunities unfolding across each year group. Our classrooms have been buzzing with excitement, 

and it is heartening to see our children fully engaged in their studies. 

Today was particularly special as we welcomed our governors into school for Governor Day. They 

took the time to observe the teaching and learning that takes place daily and to appreciate the 

developments we have made to ensure our children achieve their very best. Our children truly shone 

as they acted as ambassadors for our school, guiding the governors around their classrooms and 

sharing insights about the learning experiences they receive. It was wonderful to hear the governors 

speak so positively about our children and the vibrant learning environments we have cultivated in 

each class. We are incredibly proud of our students and the way they represent our school 

community! 

Looking ahead, we are excited to announce that Friday marks Red Nose Day! Our Junior Governors 

will take the lead in assemblies, helping to raise awareness and funds for this fantastic cause. We 

encourage everyone to join in the fun by wearing red and supporting the activities planned 

throughout the week. It’s a wonderful opportunity for our children to learn about compassion and 

the importance of helping others. 

In addition to Red Nose Day, we are also celebrating Neurodiversity Week. This week is an important 

time for us to focus on understanding and embracing the diverse ways in which our brains work. We 

will be incorporating discussions and activities into our assemblies and teaching, reflecting our ethos 

of inclusivity and respect for all individuals. It is vital that we foster an environment where every 

child feels valued and understood, and we look forward to engaging our students in meaningful 

conversations about neurodiversity. 

As always, thank you for your continued support and involvement in our school community. 

Together, we can ensure that our children not only excel academically but also grow into empathetic 

and socially aware individuals. We appreciate your partnership in this journey and look forward to 

sharing more updates in the coming weeks. 

Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 

Headteacher 

 

             Dates for Your Diary 

• Friday 20th March - Red Nose Day (non-uniform) 
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• Monday 23rd March  - Lots of Socks Day for World Down Syndrome Day (wear your 

brightest socks!) 

• Thursday 26th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

• Friday 27th March - (from 8am) Coffee in the Car Park 

• Friday 27th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

• Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

School Choir spreading Care Home Joy! 

This week, our marvellous students spread joy by visiting the Catherine Miller Residential Home. 

With smiles on their faces and songs in their hearts, they sang their hearts out, creating a truly 

uplifting atmosphere. It was heart-warming to witness the wonderful effect their performance had 

on the residents, who joined in with claps and cheers, filling the room with laughter and happiness. 

The visit not only brightened the day for the residents but also allowed our students to develop a 

deeper understanding of community spirit and the importance of giving back. We are incredibly 

proud of their efforts and the kindness they demonstrated. Such experiences enrich our children's 

lives and foster a sense of empathy and connection with others. We look forward to more 

opportunities to engage with our local community in the future! 
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Red Nose Day is coming Friday 20th March 

 

The Junior Governors have decided to support Red Nose Day again this year. Next Friday, 

the children are invited to come to school in non-uniform. They are welcome to wear something red 

or any of the Red Nose Day merchandise; however, it is not compulsory and non-school uniform is 

enough.  

If your child wishes to participate, we would suggest a donation of £1: 

https://donation.comicrelief.com/ 

Thanks so much for supporting this good cause. 

https://donation.comicrelief.com/
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Lots of Socks Day - Monday 23rd March 

 

Saturday 21st March is World Down Syndrome Day. The Lots of Socks campaign is to help get people 

talking about Down Syndrome.  

Around the world people are invited to choose some socks to wear that are going to get noticed, at 

CHJS we will be doing this on Monday 23rd March.  

You don't need to buy anything special, just wear the brightest socks in the drawer or your most 

favourite non-school socks. A small gesture to get thinking about Down Syndrome and to celebrate 

that we are all different 

Return of Coffee in the Car Park! 

 

Fancy a great coffee at drop-off? Want to start your day in the best possible way with our lovely 

school community?  

We are absolutely thrilled to announce the return of our Coffee in the Car Park initiative, kicking off 

on Friday 27th March from 8.15am! In collaboration with our fantastic friends at Dash, who will be 

serving their amazing coffee, we have created an opportunity for you to unwind and connect with 

other parents and family members right after dropping off the children. Dash have very generously 
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offered to donate 20% of the proceeds back to the school, so not only will you enjoy a delightful 

brew, but you’ll also be supporting our school community at the same time. 

Take a moment to relax, chat, and start your day with a smile. Whether you’re a parent, carer, 

grandparent, or family member, we’d love to see you there! Join us for a cup, good company, and a 

chance to build connections within our school community. We look forward to seeing you on Friday 

27th March! 

Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  
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Best team mate ever 

 

 

https://youtu.be/NSbSG-MYdJQ
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WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 

 



13.3.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

4NM Supporting Our Community 

We are thrilled to share some uplifting news from our school! The Hungry Cupboard is a brilliant 

initiative designed to collect essential items for local families in crisis, and we can’t wait for everyone 

to get involved!  

Here’s how it works: Each week, the Hungry Cupboard will be hosted in a different classroom. Our 

pupils will gather priority items suggested by SVP and fill the cupboard to the brim. Once it's full, the 

contents will be delivered directly to SVP Southend, ensuring that our collective efforts make a 

significant impact. 

The Hungry Cupboard has spent the week in 4NM who put in a fabulous effort; filling the 

cupboard to bursting! Well done!  
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PTA NEWS 
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NEW SCHOOL DINNER MENU - Next week: WEEK 2 

 

 

 

SPORT @ CHJS 

Year 4 Sports hall athletics 

This week, our Year 4 team had the exciting opportunity to compete in the Sports Hall Athletics 

Competition at Garons. It was such a fantastic experience for everyone involved! The children 
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showcased their talents and teamwork, and we are thrilled to share that they finished in a very 

creditable 10th place. 

We are incredibly proud of their resilience, respect, and dedication throughout the event. Each 

student demonstrated a wonderful spirit, supporting one another and giving their best effort. It’s 

moments like these that truly highlight the importance of participation and sportsmanship in our 

school community. 

Thank you to the staff who supported our athletes – your encouragement makes a significant 

difference! We look forward to more opportunities for our children to shine in future competitions. 

 

Year 4 Tag Rugby 

On Wednesday, 12 of our Year 4s competed in a Tag Rugby tournament. While the competition was 

tough, Team Chalkwell did themselves, their families who came to support and Mr Fleming so 

proud! In the qualifying stages we came 3rd, narrowly missing out on a super 8 spot - but that didn't 

stop the enthusiasm for the rest of the afternoon. We ended the day with 3 victories in total, from 

an impressive 15 tries scored. Every member of the team put in 100% to make sure passes were 

accurate, snatching tags to put pressure on the opponents, and to be a respectful team that lived up 

to Chalkwell Hall values. Well done team! 
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Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

It’s been a great week of learning in Year 3 this week, during British Science Week.  

We enjoyed learning about pollination, what happens during this process and why it is important. We 

made bee headbands so we could become bees and act out the pollination process. We also looked 

back at the seeds that we had planted earlier on in the term and replanted them in soil.  

In Maths, we started our time topic, telling the time on analogue and digital clocks, as well learning 

about am, pm and noon.  

In Art, we learnt about sketching from perspective, thinking about what we could see and the 

shading.  

In Geography, we continued our ‘Rainforest’ topic and looking at the different layers of the 

rainforest. We compared how each layer was different and which animals lived in them. 
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Year 4 

Year 4 have worked really hard this week.  

In English, they have been learning all about how to write a piece of persuasive writing. The children 

have identified the features of persuasive language and carried out role-playing activities in which 

they have practised these techniques.  

In maths, year 4 have been looking at money. It has been interesting to hear how the children have 

linked this to our unit on decimal and how they have noticed that the same skills are transferable 

between both of these topics.  
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In Geography, the children have been continuing to develop their knowledge of how coasts are 

formed, focusing specifically on erosion and depositional landforms.  

Well done year 4! Keep up the good work! 
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Year 5 

🌟 What a brilliant week for our Year 5 children! 🌟 Once again, they have enjoyed a varied and 

stimulating curriculum. In Science, they delved into life cycles and even built bird nests in the park as 

part of Science Week! 🐦 

In outdoor PE, their hockey skills are developing rapidly, with some excellent contests enjoyed in the 

sun. ☀️ Meanwhile, indoor PE has seen them mastering effective throwing techniques for Dodgeball. 

Plus, preparations and rehearsals are well underway for the Year 5 show at the end of this term! 🎭 

We are so proud of their achievements and enthusiasm! Keep up the fantastic work, Year 5! 💪 



13.3.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



13.3.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



13.3.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



13.3.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



13.3.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



13.3.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

Year 6 

What a fantastic week Year 6 have had! On Wednesday afternoon, as part of Science Week, they 

were set a project based on the theme ‘Curiosity: What’s your question?’. The question they were 

challenged to investigate was: ‘How do boats float?’ Using only paper, tin foil and masking tape, the 

children worked in groups to design a boat that could float and hold as many marbles as possible. It 

was lovely to see them demonstrate some excellent core values throughout the activity, including 

resilience, creativity and teamwork. 

In Computing, we are continuing our lessons on Online Safety. This week we discussed how online 

reputations can be perceived and explored the difference between having a positive or negative 

reputation based on our actions online. We also looked at the concept of fake news and how 

information can sometimes be exaggerated simply to grab someone’s attention. 

In RE this term, our focus is on commitment and how it can impact different religions. The children 

explored a range of statements and discussed whether these were things they felt strongly 

committed to. They then considered what a Christian might prioritise within their faith and how 

those commitments might influence the way they live. 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today, it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for embodying our core values of 

Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity, and Enquiry. A huge well done to 

everyone—there are so many superstars at CHJS! Your hard work and dedication truly shine, making 

our school community a wonderful place to learn and grow together. Keep up the fantastic effort, 

and let’s continue to support one another in our journey of learning! 
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Attendance & Punctuality 

 

Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 

If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 
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Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 96.2% (-0.2) 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 93.9% (-0.9) 

Year 4 = 97.3% (+1.5) 

Year 5 = 97.4% (-0.5) 

Year 6 = 95.7% (-1.4) 

Lower School Winners = 3AB (98.7%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 5CF (98.3%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Tuesday 17th March - Y6 Boys football 

Friday 20th March - Red Nose Day (non-uniform) 

Monday 23rd March  - Lots of Socks Day for World Down Syndrome Day (wear your brightest 

socks!) 

Monday 23rd March - visit by Inspire Dental - Years 3 & 4 

Tuesday 24th March - visit by Inspire Dental - Years 5 & 6 

Thursday 26th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

*Friday 27th March - (from 8am) Coffee in the Car Park 

Friday 27th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 
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Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

*Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

