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Happy Friday, everyone! 

We are excited to share that we’ve completed our first full week of the term, and what an eventful 

week it has been! All year groups have fully immersed themselves in their WOW days, and it has 

been a true delight to witness. The children are engaged in such exciting, enriching, and stimulating 

learning experiences; it’s clear that their enthusiasm is absolutely palpable! 

This week, we've also begun to see a wonderful surge of creative home learning being submitted. 

We are thrilled that the children are so absorbed in their topics that they are putting forth 

exceptional effort outside of school. At CHJS, we actively teach, promote, and encourage creativity 

and curiosity through enquiry. The talent and eagerness of our children are invaluable assets that 

enrich our school community. 

On that note, I would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude for your ongoing support as parents and 

carers in your child's home learning. Your involvement makes a significant difference, and we 

genuinely appreciate the effort you put in. We firmly believe in investing in strong, open, and 

nurturing partnerships between home and school, as we know that the best possible outcomes 

occur when children, families, and schools are working in harmony. We are immensely grateful for 

your support and enjoy collaborating with you to provide the best education for our children. 

Looking ahead to next week, we are thrilled to announce the return of the 2Johns! They will be 

joining us on Wednesday to engage with our students and shine a light on how both children and 

adults can ensure their safety online, while also exploring the wonders of our ever-evolving digital 

world. In addition, there will be an online session for parents at 8pm on Wednesday. We encourage 

as many of you as possible to attend; this is a fantastic opportunity for us to deepen our knowledge 

and support our children together. A link for this session will be sent out next week. 

Thank you once again for your continued support and involvement. Together, we can create a 

nurturing and inspiring environment for our children to thrive in. Have a wonderful weekend, and 

we look forward to seeing everyone back at school next week! 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

CHJS joins the Tenacitas Trust - the press release! 

CHJS Essex Echo Article 

Healthly Snacks & Lunches 

Throughout September 2025, we will be supporting Snack-tember, an initiative from the British 

Nutrition Foundation, which promotes healthier, more sustainable snacking for children and young 

people aged 5-16 years.    

Snacking plays an important role in children’s diets, and choosing nutritious options helps support 

learning, concentration, and long-term health. 

During Snack-tember, we will be encouraging pupils to:   

• EXPLORE better snacking   

• TRY new snacks   

• MAKE their own healthy snacks   

We want our young people to choose and make snacks that have:   

• MORE vegetables and fruit   

• MORE wholegrains, beans and pulses   

• LESS saturated fat, salt and sugars   

We will be encouraging pupils to make healthier snack choices at breaktimes.   

We hope you, our parents/carers, will get involved too!   Take a look at the Parent/carer snacking 

guide for more information about healthier snacking for your child:  

https://www.nutrition.org.uk/media/jlchdiuj/parent_carer-snacking guide.pdf 

 You can find out more about Snack-tember here:  

https://www.echo-news.co.uk/news/25455665.chalkwell-hall-junior-school-joins-tenacitas-trust/
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https://www.nutrition.org.uk/snack tember-2025/    

#Snacktember25  

 

Health4Life Bite-Sized Webinars – Every Monday in September 

Throughout September, parents and carers in Southend schools are invited to join our free, online 

bite-sized webinars, designed to support healthy eating and family wellbeing. Each Monday at 12pm, 

we’ll cover a different topic: 

• 15th Sept – Healthy & Hassle-Free Lunchboxes 

• 22nd Sept – Sugary Snacks & Oral Health 

• 29th Sept – Fussy Eating 

These sessions provide practical tips, expert advice, and simple strategies that families can put into 

action straight away. 

Book your place by scanning the QR code on the attached flyer or 

contacting health4life@southend.gov.uk 

 

mailto:health4life@southend.gov.uk
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Breaktime snacks @ CHJS 

We encourage children to bring in a healthy snack each day to have at break time.  

Great choices are: fruit, vegetables, rice cakes, crackers, cereal bars, fruit winders. 

Children are not permitted to bring in sweets, chocolate, crisps or fizzy drinks as their snack.  

*In addition, please be aware that we are a 'nut-free' school so please do not send in any items 

containing nuts. 

THE CHALKWELL CURRICULUM 

As we kick off this new half term, we couldn’t be more excited about the amazing learning 

experiences ahead. Our Chalkwell Curriculum is truly world class, designed to provide deep 

enrichment and ignite curiosity, creativity, and enquiry. With outstanding teaching and learning at 

the heart of what we do, we believe every child will find joy and excitement in their lessons. 

We have some fantastic topics lined up for each year group, sparking interest and encouraging 

creativity both in school and at home. We can’t wait to see how our brilliant children express 

themselves through their creative tasks! 

For a sneak peek of what’s in store this term, click on the links below.  

Year 3 - Could you have survived the Stone Age? 

Year 4 - What makes a great warrior? 

Year 5 - Made up myths or legendary legacy - who were the Ancient Greeks? 

Year 6 - How would 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' differ in a Caribbean setting? 

Let’s make this half term full of inspiration and fun! 

Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  

This week's Chalkwell Character Curriculum has seen us focus on active listening, whether that be in 

the classroom for learning or outside when we are mixing socially. We talked about the best ways to 

listen and show you are listening - this can be done in a variety of ways. In our assembly, we focused 

on the fantastic Women's Rugby World Cup which is currently taking place here in Britain. We 

looked at the incredible values that rugby has and that these are very similar to how we operate and 

strive to be in school. The 'Red Roses' (England women's team) are currently on a 30 game winning 

streak and this is as a result of the great dedication they show and respect towards each other and 

their opponents - what truly great role models they are. 

https://www.chalkwellhall.co.uk/year-3-overview
https://www.chalkwellhall.co.uk/year-4-overview
https://www.chalkwellhall.co.uk/year-5-overview
https://www.chalkwellhall.co.uk/year-6-overview


12.9.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 



12.9.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 



12.9.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 



12.9.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



12.9.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 
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ONLINE SAFETY - The 2 Johns visiting Chalkwell 
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SAFER SCHOOL RUN 

 

We're sure you've noticed the new pedestrian crossing on London Road, and we are so pleased to 

have this new safety measure in place. This addition will make the journey to and from school much 

safer for everyone, but only if we all use it correctly. We've observed a small number of parents and 

children crossing at the busy Nelson Road junction. This area is extremely unsafe. While using the 

new crossing might add an extra minute to your journey, the safety of our children is worth it. Please 

help us keep our pupils safe by always using the new, designated crossing on London Road. 

DRAMA OPPORTUNITY 
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PTA EVENTS 
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SCHOOL DINNER MENU  - Next week: WEEK 1 
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OPAL  

 

 

OPAL lunchtimes are as exciting as ever. Rain or shine, our lunchtimes are full of activities that enrich 

and promote play, teamwork and friendships. 

We’ve been truly overwhelmed by the generous donations we’ve received recently and we want to 

say a huge thank you for thinking of us! Thank you again for your continued support. 

So many wonderful play opportunities this week! 
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OPAL WISHLIST: 

If you are able to add to our incredible offer at lunchtime by buying something off our wish list, we 

would be most grateful. 

Have a look and see what you could buy to enrich our play offer by clicking the following link:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex 

SPORT @ CHJS 

Sporting Opportunities 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
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Learning this week! 

Year 3 

What a jam-packed week in Year 3! We started off with two WOW Days where we enjoyed: 

· making clay jewellery (some of the teeth looked terrifying!) 

· imagining being out on a hunt and getting lost with your sister, Etta in our Now Press Play 

experience 

· designing our own pre-historic outfits 

· cutting fruits to stew for a Stone Age meal 

· being a hunter-gatherer and ‘collecting’ foods in a scavenger hunt 

The children’s enthusiasm and thirst for learning was infectious and we look forward to seeing their 

Creative Homework pieces on the topic! 

Today the children were introduced to our fortnightly ‘Number Bonds Test’ and we were impressed 

by their effort and resilience especially when facing something new. Many of us experienced our 

‘stretch zone’ today! 

The week was rounded off with the children writing their dinosaur kennings. Can you guess which 

dinosaur this might be describing? 

A scaly tail-swisher 
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A thunderous stomper 

A ferocious, fearless roarer 

A vicious gnasher 

A ravenous dribbler 
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Year 4 

Year 4 has had an amazing week, working hard and continuing the new school year with great effort 

and enthusiasm. The children have been enjoying our Anglo-Saxon topic, using the books of Terry 

Deary to engage in lively discussions and history inspired tasks.    

In Maths, we've been brushing up on place value and beginning to do timed tests where the children 

work towards winning a star or certificate.  In our PE lessons, we have been learning Dodgeball skills 

while also working on fitness and stamina, throwing and catching. 

We've designed Christmas cards, ready to be created next week and sent off for printing.  Look out 

for more information about this in due course.   

This term, our Science lessons are about solids, liquids and gasses. We'll be doing some exciting 

experiments over the next few week, melting different foods and observing their change of state. 

Overall, the children have started year 4 in an extremely positive way.  They've remembered all the 

rules and routines and been excellent role-models for our new batch of year 3s! 
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Year 5 

What an exciting time Year 5 has had recently! We kicked off our new topic on Ancient Greece with a 

fantastic Wow Day, where the children immersed themselves in this captivating period of history. 

Each student created stunning sewn symbols representing Greek gods, goddesses, and mythical 

creatures, showcasing their creativity and enthusiasm. 

In addition to our artistic adventures, the children have been working diligently in their new maths 

classes, mastering the complexities of place value in 6-digit numbers. It has been wonderful to see 

their confidence grow as they tackle these challenging concepts. 

Our reading sessions have been equally thrilling as we delve into the enchanting world of "Percy 

Jackson and the Lightning Thief." The pupils have been actively making predictions about the 

unfolding narrative, demonstrating their engagement and critical thinking skills. 

Overall, Year 5 is buzzing with energy and enthusiasm, and we look forward to continuing this 

inspiring journey together! 
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Year 6 

Year 6 have made such a positive start to the new school year, settling quickly into their new sets and 

moving confidently between different teachers. In Maths, we have been exploring place value and 

have been very impressed with the children’s knowledge and understanding. In PE, we have begun 

with Tag Rugby outside and Fitness indoors, with lots of energy and enthusiasm shown.  

Our Geography lessons have taken us to the Caribbean, where we located the region on a world map 

and learned the names of some of the countries that make it up—did you know the Caribbean is 

made up of around 7,000 islands, but only 2% are inhabited? In DT, we have also been putting the 

finishing touches to our waistcoats, which look fantastic—we can’t wait for you to see them! It has 

been a great start for everyone, and we look forward to seeing more brilliant work next week. 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today, we held our first Celebration Assembly of the year and it was a delight to give recognition to 

so many children for showing our core values of Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, 

Creativity and Enquiry. Well done everyone, a brilliant start to the year! 
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Attendance & Punctuality 

 

Please encourage good attendance and ensure your child is in every day. 

Important facts about school attendance: 

• There are 190 school days each academic year 

• There are 175 other days for holidays and other activities 

• The national average for school attendance is 95% 

• 90% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a fortnight 

• 80% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a week 

At CHJS, we always strive for 100% attendance. We understand that illness occurs from time time 

but ask that you support your child's learning and us a school by ensuring your child is in school 

every day and on time. 

Our aim is that every child is in school every session, every day so we can give them the best 

education we can. Attendance is a key indicator to a child's success so we will be looking to be even 

better every week! We will be focusing on ensuring attendance is as good as it can be next year. 
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Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 
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If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 97.1% 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 98.5% 

Year 4 = 97.4% 

Year 5 = 96.1% 

Year 6 = 97% 

Lower School Winners = 3CH & 4SR (100%) 
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Upper School Winners = 5SH (100%) 

 

Community News 
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Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Tuesday 16th September - Year 5 Football match @ Chalkwell Park 

Wednesday 17th September - Flu immunisations 

- The 2 Johns visiting CHJS (Online Parent event 8pm) 

- Table Tennis Competition (Year 6) 

Monday 22nd to Friday 26th September - Year 6 Activity Week / Residential to Bawdsey 

Friday 26th September - Cross Country Competition at Garons 

Friday 3rd October - 10am PTA AGM 

Monday 6th & Wednesday 8th October - 3:30-6:30pm Parent Consultations 

Tuesday 7th October - Individual School Photos 

Tuesday 14th October - Year 3 Trip to Hyde Hall 

Friday 17th October - 1:30pm SEND Parent Forum 

Friday 24th October - Last day of half term 

Monday 3rd November - First day back after October Half Term 

Friday 19th December - Last day at school - Christmas Holidays! 

Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 

Thursday 12th February - Last day of half term 

Friday 13th February - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 23rd February - Back to school after February half term 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 
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Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

