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What a fantastic week it has been at Chalkwell Hall Junior School, filled with learning, achievement 

and moments that truly reflect the values we strive to develop in our pupils. It has been particularly 

inspiring to see our Year 4 children during their Activity Week and residential visit to the PGL Centre 

at Windmill Hill. Throughout the week, they demonstrated exactly what we aim to nurture in our 

young learners—determination, kindness, teamwork, optimism and a real ability to think and 

problem solve in new and challenging situations. Whether tackling the zip lines, navigating team 

challenges or supporting one another through unfamiliar experiences, they represented our school 

superbly. We could not be more proud of the way every child approached the week with such 

positivity and resilience, creating memories that will stay with them for years to come.  

Today’s Sports Day was another wonderful highlight, bringing our whole community together in the 

spirit of fun, encouragement and participation. It was a joy to see all of the children taking part so 

enthusiastically, celebrating one another’s efforts and enjoying time with their teachers. The 

atmosphere was full of energy, smiles and genuine teamwork, perfectly capturing what makes our 

school such a special place. It was also fantastic to see so many of you—our parents and families—

joining us to support the children. Your encouragement makes a real difference and helps create 

these memorable experiences for them. 

Thank you for your continued support, not just today but throughout the year. It has been a truly 

special week and a reminder of the strength of our school community and all that we can achieve 

together. 

Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 

Headteacher 

📅 Dates for Your Diary 

• w/c Monday 15th June - Swimming start (4 weeks) 

• Wednesday 24th June - Year 5 trip to Kentwell Hall 

• Friday 3rd July - Y6 Transition Day / Meet new teacher day 
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• Monday 6th July - 9am Meet Year 3 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 6 Team                    

Parent Meeting 

• Tuesday 7th July - 9am Meet Year 5 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 4 Team        

Parent Meeting 

• Wednesday 8th July - Open classroom 3:15-4:15pm 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Sports Day Fun! 

Our Sports Day today was a fantastic success and a true celebration of teamwork, effort and 

enjoyment. It was wonderful to see all of the children taking part with such enthusiasm, cheering 

each other on and embracing every event with positivity and determination. The atmosphere 

throughout the day was full of energy and smiles, with children, staff and families coming together to 

create a really special experience. Thank you to all of our parents and carers for your incredible 

support—please enjoy the photos below capturing some of the highlights from a brilliant day! 
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Healthy Habits Online Campaign 15th - 19th June 
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LEIGH ART TRAIL coming soon! 
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Free school meal (FSM) eligibility 

From September 2026, the Department for Education (DfE) will expand free school meal (FSM) 

eligibility to include all pupils from households receiving Universal Credit. This creates two categories: 

• Targeted FSM: Based on the existing £7,400 income threshold 

• Expanded FSM: Covers meals only for pupils in households receiving Universal Credit who do 

not qualify for Targeted FSM 

Free school meals are available to pupils who are, or whose parents are, in receipt of: 

• Universal Credit 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

A pupil is only eligible if: 

• A claim has been made, and 

• Eligibility has been verified by the school or local authority 

Households may also qualify if they: 

• Receive income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Receive the guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Meet criteria set out in separate guidance for families with no recourse to public funds 

See: Free school meals: guidance for local authorities, local -authority-maintained schools, 

academies and free schools – GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/free-school-meals-guidance-for-local-authorities-local-authority-maintained-schools-academies-and-free-schools#eligibility-criteria-for-free-school-meals-
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/free-school-meals-guidance-for-local-authorities-local-authority-maintained-schools-academies-and-free-schools#eligibility-criteria-for-free-school-meals-
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Under the expanded scheme from September 2026, Southend-on-Sea City Council advises applying 

after 15 June 2026: 

Applying for free school meals / Southend-on-Sea City Council 

We strongly encourage eligible families to apply.  

Please note: 

• Southend-on-Sea City Council cannot backdate claims to cover unpaid or previously paid 

costs 

• Foster children are not usually eligible, as fostering allowances are intended to cover meal 

costs 

 

https://www.southend.gov.uk/xfp/form/104
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Support for Families over Summer Holidays 
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Belfairs Open Evening – Thursday 25th June 4-6pm 

Belfairs Open Evening – Thursday 25th June 4-6pm 

We would like to invite you and your children to our Open Evening at Belfairs Academy on Thursday 

25th June 2026 from 4pm to 6pm. 

This event is an opportunity for families to learn more about our school, meet our students and staff 

and gain an insight into life at Belfairs as they prepare for their transition to secondary education. 

The evening will include: 

·                     A presentation from senior staff 

·                     Opportunities to meet teachers and support staff 

·                     Tours of the school and facilities 

·                     Information about our curriculum, pastoral support, and enrichment opportunities 

HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

🌟 Well Done 5CF – Hungry Cupboard Heroes! 

We would like to say a huge well done to class 5CF for their fantastic efforts in supporting the 

Hungry Cupboard initiative. 

Thanks to their enthusiasm, teamwork and commitment, a wonderful collection of donations has 

been gathered, all of which will be delivered to the SVP Foodbank to support families in need. The 

class have shown great responsibility, kindness and compassion, living out our school values in a very 

meaningful way. 

We are incredibly proud of 5CF for leading this initiative and would also like to thank all families who 

supported the project through their generous donations. 

An excellent example of pupils making a real difference to their community – well done, 5CF! 💙👏 
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PTA NEWS 

CAN YOU HELP? 

On Sunday 14th June, and we are still looking for volunteers for the following: 

🎉 Mixed games pod - 11.30-12.45pm 

🪜 Ladder Bean Bag Toss  - 11.30-2.30pm 

🌋 Floor is Lava - 11.30-1pm / 2-4pm 

🌈 Crazy Sand Art Craft (adult only) - 11.30-4pm 
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Please volunteer so these stalls don’t have to close!! Whatever time you can spare makes a big 

difference and is hugely appreciated, even if it’s just 1 hour. 

Huge thanks to everyone who has already volunteered ☺️ 

Please email ptachalkwellhall@gmail.com 🙏🏻☺️ 

From Monday 8th June, pre-bought Games Token Cards & Inflatable Bands can be collected after 

school at pick up. We will also be selling both of these after school every day this week. We accept 

cash & card. Don’t forget to return your raffle tickets and money tree envelopes! 

NON-UNIFORM DONATION DAY - THURSDAY 11TH JUNE 

In exchange for wearing non-uniform, we kindly ask, if you can, to donate wine or chocolates for 

our very popular tombolas at the Summer Fete. 
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SCHOOL DINNER MENU - Next week: WEEK 2 

 

 

 

SPORT @ CHJS 

Borough Sports 

What an incredible day at the Borough Sports athletics competition! Our students showcased their 

talent and determination, embodying our school’s core values of perseverance and teamwork. We 

are thrilled to celebrate the superb individual performances, with several athletes qualifying for the 

prestigious Super Sports!  A huge congratulations to all participants for their hard work and 

dedication! Your efforts truly inspire us all! 
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Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

This week the children have enjoyed very active, practical maths to reinforce the learning about 

perimeter from the previous week. These practical sessions are always fun (if somewhat a little loud!) 

and really give purpose to learning, making learning memorable. In English we have started 

exploring instruction writing, looking at good examples to find desired writing features. The hook has 

been Harry Potter inspired, to keep close to our magical topic, and the children have shared 

instructions on how to play Quidditch.  

In P.E we have been building up to Sports Day – skills and excitement! The children did fantastically 

well, enjoying a range of activities, cheered on by a great crowd. Thank you all for your support! 
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Year 4 

ACTIVITY WEEK FUN! 

Activity Week was in full bloom, with the children showing off impressive striking skills at bowling 

and scaling the walls at IndiRock like determined little mountaineers. They enjoyed a brilliant mix of 

team‑building games before baking delicious caramelised biscuit bites, filling the room with a 

delicious smell that had staff “wandering past”. Not a crumb was left... always the mark of a very 

successful bake! 

PGL trip to Windmill Hill! 
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The children had an unforgettable residential experience at the PGL Centre at Windmill Hill. 

Throughout the trip, they embraced every opportunity with enthusiasm and courage, taking on 

exciting challenges such as zip lining, climbing, sensory trails, and a range of problem-solving 

activities. We were incredibly impressed by their determination and resilience, but even more so by 

the way they supported one another, demonstrating outstanding teamwork and encouragement at 

every step. We truly cannot express how proud we are of every single child—they were a credit to the 

school. A heartfelt thank you also goes to the dedicated team of adults who made this special trip 

possible. Memories to last a lifetime were certainly made! 
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Year 5 

This week, Year 5 pupils combined art and poetry to create their own “poem portraits.” They began 

by drawing detailed self-portraits before sharing kind and positive words about one another, helping 

to build a supportive and encouraging classroom environment. 

Using these uplifting ideas, the children carefully crafted their own poems and overlaid them onto 

their artwork, creating thoughtful and highly individual pieces. Each portrait reflected not only their 

creativity but also their growing confidence and appreciation of each other’s strengths. 

We are incredibly proud of their creativity, collaboration and positivity—well done, Year 5! 
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Year 6 

In Year 6 this week, the children have been writing letters as WW1 soldiers, describing life in the 

trenches. They have worked incredibly hard to bring the conditions and experiences of the soldiers to 

life through their writing, producing some very thoughtful and emotional pieces. 

In history, the children have continued their learning about World War One, exploring how the war 

progressed and developed over time. They have also investigated the important roles that animals 

played during the conflict, from carrying messages and supplies to supporting soldiers on the front 

line. The children have shown great interest in this aspect of the topic and have enjoyed discovering 

the significant contributions animals made during the war. 

In PE, the children have been developing their cricket skills, focusing on batting and bowling with 

increasing accuracy and control. It has been wonderful to see their confidence and teamwork 

continue to grow. 

The children have also enthusiastically embraced their new 'Grow a Pound' project. Their aim is to 

turn £1 into more money, with all profits contributing towards an extra treat at their Leavers' Disco. 

They have shown great excitement, enthusiasm and determination and it has been a pleasure to hear 

their ideas develop and see their entrepreneurial skills flourish. We wish them the very best of luck 

with their projects! 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today, it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for embodying our core values of 

Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity, and Enquiry. A huge well done to 

everyone—there are so many superstars at CHJS! Your hard work and dedication truly shine, making 

our school community a wonderful place to learn and grow together. Keep up the fantastic effort, 

and let’s continue to support one another in our journey of learning! Certificates were given out in 

class today due to Sports Day! 

Attendance & Punctuality 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 96%  

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 96.8%  

 

Year 4 = 96.5% 

Year 5 = 96.2% 

Year 6 = 94.8%  

Lower School Winners = 4SR (98.7%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 5CF (98.3%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary:  

Sunday 14th June - PTA Summer Fete 12-3pm 
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w/c 15th June - Junior swimming starts (4 weeks) 

Friday 26th June - Governor Day 

Friday 3rd July - Y6 Transition Day / Meet new teacher day 

Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th July - Leigh Art Trail 

Monday 6th July - 9am Meet Year 3 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 6 Team                    

Parent Meeting 

Tuesday 7th July - 9am Meet Year 5 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 4 Team        Parent 

Meeting 

Wednesday 8th July - Open classroom 3:15-4:15pm 

Thursday 9th July - End of year reports home 

Friday 10th July - Y6 trip to Adventure Island 

Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

