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As we reach the end of this first half term of 2026, I cannot believe how quickly the time has gone! 

We have packed so much into these first six weeks, and I must take a moment to praise my staff 

team for teaching and nurturing the children so wonderfully throughout this half term. 

The learning that has taken place has been truly enriching. It is wonderful to see the enjoyment of 

the children and the depth of knowledge and understanding they have gained. This level of learning 

takes a great deal of time and thoughtful planning; it does not happen by chance. I want to extend 

my heartfelt thanks to my fantastic staff team for their skill, dedication, and commitment. Their hard 

work is evident in the progress our children are making every day. 

This final week has also seen Online Safety Awareness Week, and our Digital Leaders have led this 

initiative brilliantly in school. They have worked tirelessly to raise awareness of the importance of 

staying safe online, engaging their peers in meaningful discussions and activities. It is vital that our 

children understand how to navigate the digital world safely, and I am proud of the leadership 

shown by our students in this area. 

As we approach the half-term break, I wish you all a wonderful time with your families. Whether you 

are planning a staycation or a little adventure, I hope you find the time to relax and recharge. Thank 

you sincerely for your continued support — it is deeply appreciated. Your involvement in our school 

community makes a significant difference to our children’s experiences. 

A gentle reminder that tomorrow is a Staff Training Day, so it will be a non-pupil day. We look 

forward to welcoming everyone back after the break, refreshed and ready for the exciting learning 

opportunities that await us in the next half term. 

Wishing you all a happy and restful half-term! 

 

             Dates for Your Diary 

• INSET Day: Friday 13th February 

• Half-term Break: Begins Monday 16th February 

• Parents’ Consultations: Monday 2nd and Wednesday 4th March   
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Digital Leaders leading Online Safety Awareness Week! 

Our fantastic team of Digital Leaders took centre stage this week as they delivered assemblies to 

both Upper and Lower School for Safer Internet Day. With confidence and real leadership, they 

guided their peers through important messages about staying safe, thinking critically, and using 

technology responsibly. Their presentations were engaging, informative, and a brilliant example of 

pupils empowering pupils. We’re incredibly proud of the maturity and enthusiasm they showed in 

helping our whole school community become safer and smarter online. 

 

 



12.2.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

WORLD BOOK DAY IS COMING! 

 

This year, World Book Day is being celebrated on Thursday 5th March. 

We will be celebrating the day by inviting children to dress up as their favourite book character (if 

they wish to) or bring in their favourite book to share with their friends. 

Your child will come home with a World Book Day voucher, see the back for details on how/where to 

spend it. 

The official website is also definitely worth a glance. There are book trailers and videos to watch, 

competitions to enter and lots of wonderful ideas for future reads. 

 

We are very grateful for the support that you give your children at home in helping them develop a 

love of reading and hope that your children enjoy World Book Day as much as we will! 

Calling all CHJS artists!! 

 

The Young Artists’ Summer Show is a free, open submission exhibition for young artists aged 4–18 

years studying in the UK. Each pupil can submit one piece of artwork and there is no theme. When 

entering, you will be asked for an image of the artwork plus some information about the piece such 

as title, size, and some text written by you (which can include why you created the work and what it 

means to you). The panel of judges will see the artwork and the selected pieces will be shown in the 

Royal online exhibition. Some of the artworks will also be shown at the Royal Academy of Arts. 

Submissions must be made by 4th March 2026. 

 

Thank you to Polly for letting us know about this opportunity. Good luck to all who enter! 

For more information, click on the link below: 

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/get-involved#howitworks 

https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/get-involved#howitworks
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Celebrate Children’s Mental Health Week at Youth Fest 2026! 

We’re excited to announce Youth Fest, a vibrant and inspiring event dedicated to promoting 

children’s mental health and well-being. Taking place on Saturday 14th February 2026, from 10am 

to 4pm at The Victoria Shopping Centre Southend, this free event is the perfect way to mark 

Children’s Mental Health Week. 

What to Expect 

Youth Fest is all about creating a positive space for children, young people and families to connect, 

learn, and have fun. Here’s what you can look forward to: 

  

• Child & Youth Services – Meet local providers offering support for mental health, well-being, 

and family life. 

• Activities & Music – Enjoy interactive sessions, stalls, creative workshops, and live 

performances that celebrate youth voices. 

• Well-being Zones and Resources – Discover practical tools and advice to help children thrive 

emotionally and socially. 

  

Why It Matters 

Children’s Mental Health Week is a vital opportunity to raise awareness about the importance of 

emotional well-being. Youth Fest brings together community partners, health professionals and 

families to share knowledge, build resilience, and celebrate the power of connection. 

This promises to be a day filled with positivity, creativity and support. Whether you’re a parent, 

carer, or young person, Youth Fest is your chance to explore resources, meet local services and enjoy 

a fun, uplifting atmosphere. 
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SUFC Mascots Competition 'Draw her into the game' 

SUFC Design Competition 

Southend United Football Club has launched ‘Draw Her Into the Game’, inviting children across Essex 

to design the club’s first-ever female mascot – a figure intended to represent the future of women 

and girls in football. 

The initiative invites children to create a mascot that reflects Southend United’s values of joy 

through football, togetherness and community, while celebrating the club’s seaside identity and its 

growing women’s programme. 
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The winning design with be officially revealed at Southend United Ladies’ inaugural women’s fixture 

at Roots Hall Stadium, when they face Colchester United in a special exhibition match on Saturday 

16th May 2026. 

We would like maximise the rewards for Chalkwell Hall Juniors and would ask that all entries be 

returned to school by Friday 27th February 2026, so we can collate them for a school entry to the 

competition. 

Children are welcome to complete their designs either at home or at a ‘Pop Up Art Club’, which will 

be running every Tuesday and Thursday lunchtime in 3CH until Thursday 26th February. 

Many thanks for your support. 

 

The Art Team 
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Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  
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WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 
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HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

3AB Supporting Our Community 

We are thrilled to share some uplifting news from our school! The Hungry Cupboard is a brilliant 

initiative designed to collect essential items for local families in crisis, and we can’t wait for everyone 

to get involved! And today  

Here’s how it works: Each week, the Hungry Cupboard will be hosted in a different classroom. Our 

pupils will gather priority items suggested by SVP and fill the cupboard to the brim. Once it's full, the 

contents will be delivered directly to SVP Southend, ensuring that our collective efforts make a 

significant impact. 

The Hungry Cupboard has spent the week in 3AB who put in a fabulous effort; filling the cupboard 

to bursting! Well done! After half term, it's Year 4's turn! 
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PTA NEWS 
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CO-OP Community Fund! 

Don’t forget to select us as your cause! Every time you shop at any Co-op they will donate to our 

schools. Please share with friends and family as anyone can support us and help raise funds for our 

children! Last time we were selected as a community fund, we raised over 

£2700!   http://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/94156 

http://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/94156
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NEW SCHOOL DINNER MENU  - Next week: WEEK 1 
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SPORT @ CHJS 

Netball Stars - TOP OF THE LEAGUE! 

On Monday, our wonderful netball team played a tough match and came away with a win! We are 

now top the league!! What an amazing bunch of girls. Such grit and determination. Even when one 

of our team took a blow to the nose, blood down her front, she soldiered on. I must also mention 

our superb umpire Mrs Baker, stepping up and doing that job is not easy!The girls were amazing in 

the efforts and skill - a huge thank you to Mrs Baker and Miss Flewitt for their commitment and 

enthusiasm in weekly netball club sessions. May the winning streak continue! 
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Year 4 Football 

On Tuesday, two year 4 boys football teams hosted matches against West Leigh Junior School. For 

some this was their first time in representing our school in sport. One team lost and the other was a 

well fought battle ending in a draw. There were some spectacular goals and encouraging 

passing/defending. Above all, great team spirit and all the boys thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

Hopefully more games to come in Spring 2.Well done to the team, Mr Robinson, Mr Moltino and 

thank you to those parents who came out to support.                          
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Year 6 Football  

This evening, our Year 6 boys put in a fantastic, gritty, and skilful performance against West Leigh. 

They showcased remarkable teamwork and determination against an extremely strong side, and I 

couldn’t be prouder of their efforts. 

Despite the final score not reflecting their hard work, the boys demonstrated an incredible spirit and 

resilience throughout the match. Each player contributed to the game, displaying not only their 

individual talents but also a commitment to supporting one another on the pitch. 

It was truly a magnificent display of sportsmanship and camaraderie. As we reflect on this match, 

let’s celebrate the progress our boys are making, both as athletes and as a team. Keep up the great 

work, lads! 
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Sporting Opportunities 
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Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

We have come to the end of the half-term, and what a great half-term it has been! This week, in 

English, we wrote our own newspaper report on Hussein, the water boy who discovered 

Tutankhamun’s tomb.  

In RE, we have been learning about how different religions pray and the similarities and differences 

between them.  

In Music, we have been listening to and creating our own soundscapes for different images and 

stories, using a variety of percussion instruments. We finished our topic of Ancient Egyptians, which 

we have thoroughly enjoyed. We have shown off some amazing creative homework, shown a superb 

work effort and willingness to learn more about this ancient civilisation. 



12.2.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 



12.2.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

Year 4 

Wow – as we reach the end of half term, we are bursting with pride at everything the children have 

achieved! They have thrown themselves into every part of the curriculum, worked incredibly hard, 

and made fantastic progress while exploring our exciting theme: How Advanced Were the Maya? 

As designers, the children have unleashed their creativity to produce their very own South American–

inspired drums. They are bright, bold and brilliantly colourful, taking inspiration from artists such as 

Gustav Klimt, Roy Lichtenstein and Romero Britto. Watching their ideas grow from early sketches to 

fully constructed instruments has been a joy. We can’t wait for you to see (and hear!) their creations 

in action during the assembly after half term. 

As mathematicians, the children have been deep in detective mode. Their pentomino investigation 

had them predicting how many different shapes could be made using five squares – disappointingly, 

without any rotations or reflections allowed. They were amazed to discover that there are twelve 

possible pentominoes! From there, they dived into symmetry, tessellation and all things geometry. Of 

course, they had to put their shapes to the test by creating puzzles… which turned out to be far 

trickier than expected. They’ve truly discovered how exciting mathematical investigation can be. 

In History, we wrapped up our learning journey by tackling the big mystery: What happened to the 

Mayan civilisation? Where did they go? The children became real historians, examining evidence and 

forming their own interpretations. Although there’s no single answer, their thoughtful, well-
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supported ideas showed just how much their historical knowledge has grown. We may well have 

some future historians – and even archaeologists – among us! 

In Dance, the children rounded off their rhythmic learning by mastering The Twist. After shaking 

things up with Carnival-inspired moves from South America, it was great fun stepping back into the 

1960s to explore a whole new style. 

From the Year 4 Team, thank you for your continued support. Over half term, we kindly ask that the 

children keep up their reading, and if they have any spare moments, a little extra times tables 

practice on TTRockstars would be fantastic. 
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Year 5 

As we reach the end of this half-term, we take a moment to celebrate the fantastic work our students 

have accomplished! From exploring why we have places of worship to delving into the legacy of the 

Shang Dynasty, and sharing our dreams for the future, our learners have shown incredible curiosity 

and creativity. 

We are so proud of their achievements and the enthusiasm they bring to their studies. Thank you for 

your continued support in fostering a love of learning! 

As we reach the end of this half-term, we take a moment to celebrate the fantastic work our students 

have accomplished! From exploring why we have places of worship to delving into the legacy of the 

Shang Dynasty, and sharing our dreams for the future, our learners have shown incredible curiosity 

and creativity. 

We are so proud of their achievements and the enthusiasm they bring to their studies. It has been 

heartwarming to witness their growth and the joy they find in learning new things. Each project and 

discussion has highlighted their unique perspectives and talents, making our classroom a vibrant 

place of discovery. 

Thank you for your continued support in fostering a love of learning! Your encouragement at home 

plays a vital role in our students’ success, and we appreciate the partnership we share in their 

educational journey. We look forward to welcoming everyone back after the break, ready for more 

exciting adventures in learning! 

 



12.2.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



12.2.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



12.2.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



12.2.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



12.2.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

Year 6 

It’s the final week of the half-term and we are incredibly proud of the positive start Year 6 have made 

to 2026. We are now over halfway through your final year at Chalkwell Hall Junior School — and as 

we keep reminding you, it only goes quicker from here! 

In class, we have been bringing our Crime and Punishment topic to a close, with some thoughtful 

discussions about how justice has changed over time. In History, the children have explored modern-

day prisons and debated whether they are a suitable punishment for modern crimes, showing 

maturity and excellent reasoning skills. 

In Maths, we have been challenging ourselves with algebra, area and perimeter, tackling some tricky 

concepts with great determination. In Writing, the children have produced fantastic information texts 

about mysterious animals that may be living within your household! Please take a look at the 

attached pictures to see some brilliant examples of their creativity and imagination. 

In PE, the children have finished creating their own yoga flows, demonstrating control, balance and 

mindfulness. In Hockey, they have been putting their skills into practice through matches, showing 

teamwork, resilience and great sportsmanship. 

Thank you, Year 6, for all your effort this half-term. You continue to impress us every day! Have a 

lovely half-term and we will see you after the break. 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today, it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for embodying our core values of 

Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity, and Enquiry. Certificates were awarded 

in class, celebrating their achievements on this Thursday finish. A huge well done to everyone—

there are so many superstars at CHJS! Your hard work and dedication truly shine, making our school 

community a wonderful place to learn and grow together. Keep up the fantastic effort, and let’s 

continue to support one another in our journey of learning! 

 

Attendance & Punctuality 
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Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 

If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 94.9%(+0.5) 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 94.6%  

Year 4 = 93.6%  

Year 5 = 95.5% 

 



12.2.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

Year 6 = 95.1%  

Lower School Winners = 4SR (96.1%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 5GH (98.7%) 
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Community News 

 



12.2.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Friday 13th February - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 
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Monday 23rd February - Back to school after February half term 

Monday 23rd February - Young Voices @ The O2 

Wednesday 25th February - Netball Tournament 

Monday 2nd March - National Offer Day (Y7 Secondary School places) 

*Monday 2nd March - Parent Consultations 

*Wednesday 4th March - Parent Consultations 

Thursday 5th March - WORLD BOOK DAY  

Thursday 5th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

Friday 6th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

Friday 13th March - Governor Day 

Tuesday 17th March - Y6 Boys football 

*Monday 23rd March - visit by Inspire Dental - Years 3 & 4 

*Tuesday 24th March - visit by Inspire Dental - Years 5 & 6 

Thursday 26th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

*Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

