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What a week it has been! As we approach the penultimate week of this term, Christmas is almost 

upon us, and we are well and truly immersed in the festive season after a week filled with fun, 

excitement, and enrichment. 

Our wonderful choir truly rocked out at the Cliffs Pavilion foyer as part of the ’12 Days of Christmas’ 

celebration. It was a joy to see our talented students showcase their hard work and dedication, 

filling the space with beautiful melodies that brought smiles to everyone’s faces. Their performance 

not only highlighted their musical abilities but also their enthusiasm for spreading Christmas cheer. 

In addition to the choir’s performance, our Year 5 students had a fantastic experience during their 

enrichment day. They had the opportunity to learn alongside students from another school in our 

Trust, The Eastwood Academy. It was heartwarming to witness the collaboration and camaraderie 

between the students, as they engaged in various activities that fostered teamwork and creativity. 

Such experiences are invaluable, helping to build friendships and a sense of community within our 

Trust. 

Of course, we cannot forget the incredible performance by our Year 3 children, who presented their 

‘Warm Winter Wishes’ show. They truly made us proud, showcasing their talents and creativity 

while filling the room with warmth and festive spirit. It was a delightful reminder of the joy that this 

season brings, and we are so grateful for the effort and enthusiasm they put into their performance. 

Their smiles and excitement were infectious, leaving us all feeling full of Christmas cheer! 

Looking ahead, we have one more week filled with even more Christmas magic. We are excited for 

our upcoming Carol Concert, Christmas Dinners are also on the horizon and who knows, we might 

even squeeze in a movie too! We can’t wait to enjoy this run-in to Christmas, rounding off a 

wonderful first term for us. 

As we reflect on the past weeks, we want to extend our heartfelt thanks for all your support. Your 

involvement and encouragement make a significant difference in our school community, and we are 

truly grateful. Let’s continue to celebrate this joyous season together, creating lasting memories for 

our children. 

Wishing you all a lovely week ahead filled with festive cheer! 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Y3 Warm Winter Wishes! 

Today and yesterday, we had the absolute pleasure of witnessing our wonderful Year 3 children 

perform their ‘Warm Winter Wishes’ assembly. It was a delightful showcase that truly spread joy, 

cheer, and the Christmas spirit throughout our school community. 

The talent on display was nothing short of remarkable! Each child contributed to the performance 

with such enthusiasm and creativity, highlighting the wonderful teamwork that we value so highly. It 

was heartwarming to see our children shine, and we couldn’t be prouder of their efforts. 

A heartfelt thank you goes out to our dedicated staff for their guidance and support, and of course, 

to our superstar children who brought the assembly to life. Your hard work and commitment have 

made this event a memorable one for all of us. 

Wishing you all a warm and festive season ahead! 
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Chalkwell Unplugged play at Cliffs Pavillion! 

On Monday, our brilliant ‘unplugged’ children took to the stage at the Cliffs Pavilion Foyer for the 

delightful ’12 Days of Christmas’ showcase. It was a heartwarming event filled with festive cheer as 

our talented students sang, played, and performed with such joy and enthusiasm. The audience was 

absolutely captivated, and it was a joy to witness our children shine as fantastic ambassadors for our 

school. 

Their performances not only spread the Christmas spirit but also showcased the hard work and 

dedication they have put into their music. We are incredibly proud of each and every one of them 

for their outstanding efforts. Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to sharing 

more wonderful moments with you throughout the festive season! 
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Drama Club Stars 

We are thrilled to share the highlights from our drama club’s performance on Monday! Our fantastic 

students truly performed their hearts out, presenting a brilliant retelling of the Christmas story, 

inspired by the wonderful storytelling of Dr Seuss. The creativity and enthusiasm displayed by our 

young actors were nothing short of inspiring. 

The talent, teamwork, and dedication of each child were clear to see, as they brought the stage to 

life with their vibrant characters and engaging narratives. It was a joy to witness their hard work 

culminate in such a delightful performance for parents and staff alike. 

A huge congratulations to all the children for their outstanding efforts! We would also like to extend 

our heartfelt thanks to Mr Fleury and Mrs Skurr for their skill and unwavering support of these 

talented young performers. Your guidance has been invaluable in helping them shine. 

 

 



12.12.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

School Attendance - Have you got Studybugs yet? 

Studybugs – report absence securely and help improve children’s 

health 

We’re pleased that CHJS is using a new, more efficient and secure system for reporting your child’s 

absence due to illness, called Studybugs. 

If you haven’t already, please get the free Studybugs app, or register on the Studybugs website, and 

use it to tell us whenever your child’s ill and unable to attend school. 
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Get the app using the QR code below or register now (https://studybugs.com/about/parents) 

 

Top 3 reasons to use Studybugs: 

1. It’s integrated with our systems so we know right away if your child is unaccounted for. 

2. It’s quick and easy to register and use and automatically reminds you to keep us posted. 

3. You’ll be helping the NHS and other public health organisations improve children’s health.  

(https://studybugs.com/about/schools) 
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Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  

 

Chalkwell Character Curriculum: Regulating emotions 
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What does 'empathy' mean? 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/icIlUdTEQnU
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Core Value  - Enquiry: Human Rights Day 

 

Young People's Rights are Human Rights 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Gy_OU3WiQHg
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WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 

 



12.12.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

6DS Supporting Our Community 

We are thrilled to share some uplifting news from our school! The Hungry Cupboard is a brilliant 

initiative designed to collect essential items for local families in crisis, and we can’t wait for everyone 

to get involved! 

Here’s how it works: Each week, the Hungry Cupboard will be hosted in a different classroom. Our 

pupils will gather priority items suggested by SVP and fill the cupboard to the brim. Once it's full, the 

contents will be delivered directly to SVP Southend, ensuring that our collective efforts make a 

significant impact. 

This week it was the turn of 6DS who put in a fantastic effort to fill the Hungry Cupboard to 

bursting! Well done, everyone! 

Next week, the initiative moves on to 6AD. Let’s continue to show our support and demonstrate 

the strength of our community spirit! 
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PTA NEWS 

Figures are in for this term and what a fantastic term it’s been! We couldn’t do it without you, so 

hopefully you can forgive us for all the messages         as they really do make a difference to our 

children! Huge thanks as always to everyone for their support, donations, volunteering and 

patience! Cheers to 2025         

 



12.12.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

 

DISCOUNTED TICKETS - MJ, THE MUSICAL! 

DISCOUNTED TICKETS - MJ, THE MUSICAL 

Don’t forget to book your tickets - deadline this Sunday 14th December. 

The PTA have reserved fabulous tickets for this amazing show on Thursday 12th February, 7:30pm at 

the Prince Edward Theatre, London, in rows B-G of the Stalls (Friday 13th February is a non-pupil 

day.) 

Tickets are a fantastically discounted £45 compared with the box office price of £77.50. This 

fabulous show is ending in March so be sure to catch it before it closes! Tickets would make a great 

Christmas gift or a treat for yourself! 

Order via our website at www.pta-events.co.uk/chalkwellhallpta 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/chalkwellhallpta
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SCHOOL DINNER MENU  - Next week: WEEK 1 & Christmas Dinner 

on Tuesday! 
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OPAL  

 

 

OPAL lunchtimes are as exciting as ever. Rain or shine, our lunchtimes are full of activities that enrich 

and promote play, teamwork and friendships. 

An out of this world new zone arrived in school this week, and the children absolutely love our new 

Space Zone! They’ve been busy blasting off in the space rocket, exploring with torches, and diving 

into fascinating books and magazines all about space. It’s wonderful to see their imaginations take 

flight! A huge thank you to Natalie and the Play Team for their creativity and hard work in designing 

such exciting new play zones for the children to enjoy during lunchtime.  

As always, we’re so grateful for your kind donations, they help us keep creating new and inspiring 

spaces for play and learning. Please hand any donations to the school office. 

So many wonderful play opportunities this week! 

OPAL WISHLIST: 

If you are able to add to our incredible offer at lunchtime by buying something off our wish list, we 

would be most grateful. 

Have a look and see what you could buy to enrich our play offer by clicking the following link:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex 

SPORT @ CHJS 

Handball Competition 

Our Year 6 pupils recently took part in the Handball competition held at Garons, and it proved to be 

an exciting and highly competitive event. The standard of play was intense, with fast-paced games 

and some very fierce competition from all teams involved. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
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Despite facing tough opposition, our boys and girls showed great determination and never gave up. 

While we did not come away with any silverware, the enjoyment and enthusiasm shown by 

everyone was clear to see. Throughout the tournament, pupils demonstrated excellent teamwork, 

resilience and sportsmanship, with each child having moments where their skills and confidence 

really shone. 

Well done to all involved for representing the school so positively — a fantastic effort from our Year 

6 team! 

 

Brilliant Basketballers - Essex Finalists! 

We are very proud to announce that the Chalkwell basketball team has finished 4th in the Essex 

basketball tournament at the University of Essex in Colchester. The team put on a fabulous display of 

skill and determination in the group stage to win all three games. One of the games went down to 

the last 5 seconds and a buzzer beating shot!In the Super 8s group, we faced tougher opposition but 

came away with a win, a draw and a loss. Fortunately, the amazing team did just enough to reach 

the semi-final. After battling hard, the team finished the day in a magnificent fourth position! We are 

exceedingly proud of how the team conducted themselves, fought in both attack and defence, and 

most importantly had fun! Go Team Chalkwell! 
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Sporting Opportunities 
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Learning this week! 

Year 3 

The Christmas spirit has well and truly arrived in Year 3! 

Our fantastic children have treated us (and several audiences) this week to a medley of seasonal 

songs. In classes, the children sang their hearts out and performed their poem brilliantly. The year 

group rendition of Feliz Navidad was a highlight and the confidence and enjoyment displayed was a 

delight to see! 
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In Science this week, we have been testing different surfaces to expand our knowledge of friction, 

identifying different types of magnets, explaining why magnets attract and repel and testing objects 

to discover whether they are magnetic. 

We have been solving word problems in maths using the bar model, making sure that we read the 

question carefully so that we can identify the important information, calculate the answer and solve 

the problem. Resilience was definitely on display as these are the most complex word problems we 

have met so far this year! 

One week to go until your first term in the Juniors is complete, Year 3 – how time has flown and what 

skills and learning you have gained! 
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Year 4 

Year 4 have had a great few weeks, travelling around the world in 80 days for our topic.  We've 

researched different countries - their capitals, population and cultures.  In computing, the children 

have made powerpoints about their favourite countries, using research online and looking at atlases. 

In Maths, we've been looking at division - using the 'bus stop' method to divide three digit numbers 

by one digit numbers and continuing to do timed tests where the children work towards winning a 

star or certificate.  In our PE lessons, we have continued to develop our hockey skills while working in 

pairs in gymnastics to balance confidently. 

This term, our Science lessons have about  ‘Living things and their habitats – Conservation.'  We 

conducted an interested experiment about pollution, demonstrating how much dirtier the air is by 

the London Road compared to in the classroom. 

In Music they have been learning about the roots of rock and roll, singing 'Rock around the clock' and 

dancing to the hand jive! 

Needless to say, they're all looking forward to the holidays and a final week learning through 

Christmas themed activities! 
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Year 5 

🎉 What an exciting, busy week Year 5 has had! 🎉 

In DT, we had so much fun creating amazing doodlers using circuits and motors to draw fun patterns. 

We needed to use a lot of problem solving skills and creativity, but the final doodlers were great! 

We were also treated to a fantastic performance from our wonderful drama club, showcasing their 

incredible talents! We were so pleased to be invited to see their show, and they have worked so hard 

to put on a brilliant afternoon for us!  

The week continued with an enriching Geography day, where we explored our local area on a walk, 

followed by engaging activities. We had special visits from Eastwood Academy, where we were 

taught how to use microscopes, discovered what happens to our water, and discussed what we 

should flush down the toilet. We even delved into the fascinating world of microorganisms!  

To top it all off, we celebrated Christmas Jumper Day with a delightful pantomime as our end-of-term 

treat! 🎄✨ 

We are so proud of our Year 5 students for their enthusiasm and hard work this week! 
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Year 6 

Year 6 have had an exceptionally busy and exciting week filled with creativity, learning and 

teamwork. In English, the children have been planning and writing persuasive letters to businesses 

from the perspective of elfkins (young elves) who are trying to gain work experience before becoming 

real elves. Their imaginative applications have included placements in toy shops, bakeries, air traffic 

control and even petting farms! The children have shown fantastic creativity while also developing 

important persuasive writing skills. 

In Computing, the children have been finalising their websites about famous children of the Windrush 

generation. They have learnt how to add photos, videos and maps, as well as how to insert both 

external and internal links. They have also thought carefully about audience, layout and usability, 

ensuring their websites are easy to navigate and engaging for visitors. 

In Art, the children have been creating some beautiful Windrush-inspired artwork based on famous 

Windrush children, using chiaroscuro – a technique that explores light and shadow. Their brilliant 

artwork will also be displayed in the pop-up museum and adds another powerful layer to their 

learning. 

All of the children’s hard work for their Windrush pop-up museum came together beautifully this 

week. Their work was proudly displayed and some children took on the important role of tour guides, 

leading the rest of Year 6 around the museum. This gave everyone the opportunity to explore each 

other’s work and further consolidate their understanding of the history and significance of the 

Windrush.  

Year 6 should be incredibly proud of everything they have achieved – their effort, creativity and 

teamwork have truly shone this week. 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today in Celebration Assembly it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for showing 

our core values of Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity and Enquiry. Well done 

everyone, so many superstars at CHJS! Certificates were given out in class today due to our Year 3 

Warm Winter Wishes Assembly! 
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Attendance & Punctuality 

 

Please encourage good attendance and ensure your child is in every day. 

Important facts about school attendance: 

• There are 190 school days each academic year 

• There are 175 other days for holidays and other activities 

• The national average for school attendance is 95% 

• 90% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a fortnight 

• 80% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a week 

At CHJS, we always strive for 100% attendance. We understand that illness occurs from time time 

but ask that you support your child's learning and us a school by ensuring your child is in school 

every day and on time. 

Our aim is that every child is in school every session, every day so we can give them the best 

education we can. Attendance is a key indicator to a child's success so we will be looking to be even 

better every week! We will be focusing on ensuring attendance is as good as it can be next year. 
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Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 
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If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 94.9%  

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 96.8% 
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Year 4 = 95.7% 

Year 5 = 95.1% 

Year 6 = 92.5% 

Lower School Winners = 4BR (98.3%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 5SH (95.7%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Monday 15th December - 6pm Carol Concert @ St. Michael's & All Angels 

Tuesday 16th December - Junior School Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 17th December - Junior School Packed Lunch (Infant Christmas Lunch) 

Friday 19th December - SANTA FUN RUN! 

Friday 19th December - Last day at school - Christmas Holidays! 

Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 

Tuesday 6th January - Year 5 Chinese Dragon Workshop 

Wednesday 7th January - Y5/6 Sportshall Athletics Competition 

Thursday 8th January - Y3/4 Sportshall Athletics Competition 

Wednesday 14th January at 6pm - 11+ Meeting for Year 5 Parents 

Wednesday 21st January - Sitting Volleyball Competition 

Wednesday 21st January at 6pm - Year 6 SATs Parent Information Meeting 

Friday 23rd January - Year 4 Football Competition 

Monday 9th February 7pm @ Palace Theatre - CHJS performing at Southend Makes Music 

Thursday 12th February - Last day of half term 

Friday 13th February - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 23rd February - Back to school after February half term 

*Thursday 5th March - WORLD BOOK DAY  

*Thursday 5th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

*Friday 6th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 26th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

*Friday 27th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

*Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 
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Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

