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It has been another great week at Chalkwell Hall Junior School — one that has been truly packed 

with learning, enrichment and excitement. We are so proud of all of our children for the incredible 

attitudes they bring to school each day and for the passion they show for their learning. This week 

has had a strong focus on listening to feedback, aiming high and striving for personal bests. 

Today, in particular, was a joyful reminder of just how much fun we have together as a school 

community, with our much‑loved Kids Make the Rules Day. The laughter, creativity and sense of 

united purpose on show captured exactly what makes our school such a special place, where we 

genuinely enjoy each other’s company. 

It was also a delight to see our Pop‑Up Art Gallery in school yesterday and today. The talent, 

creativity and pride on display from both our children and staff were outstanding — what an 

inspiring celebration of our creative community. 

Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 

Headteacher 

 

📅 Dates for Your Diary 

• Wednesday 6th May - Y6 Trip to Old Leigh 

• Monday 11th to Thursday 14th May - Year 6 SATs week 

• Thursday 21st May - Class Photos 

• Friday 22nd May - INSET day - non-pupil day 

• Friday 12th June - SPORTS DAY (am Lower School/pm Upper School) 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

🦸♂️ Superhero Teachers – London Marathon Heroes! 

We are so, so proud of our very own superhero teachers, Mr Smale and Mr Halsall, who recently 

completed the London Marathon. What an incredible achievement! 

They are truly amazing humans and a huge inspiration to us all. Their marathon times were 

impressive, but even more powerful is why they ran – raising money for causes so close to their 

hearts, and to ours as a school community. 

How lucky we are to have such inspirational role models for both our children and our adults. 

Determination, resilience, kindness and commitment – all values we celebrate every day at our 

school. 

We couldn’t be prouder. 💙👏 

You can donate by clicking on the following links: 

Mr Smale's Tommy's Fundraiser 

Mr Halsall's Havens Hospices Fundraiser 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/david-smale-5?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=WA
https://www.justgiving.com/page/running-for-oliver?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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🎨 Take One Picture Exhibition – Celebrating Creativity Across Our 

School 

Yesterday, our school proudly set up our pop-up art gallery inspired by Take One Picture, The 

National Gallery’s national programme designed to inspire a lifelong love of art and learning in 

primary schools. 

This year, every class across the school created a wonderful and varied range of artwork inspired by A 

Muse by Cosimo Tura. The outcomes were truly impressive – showcasing not only artistic skill, but 

also imagination, thoughtful interpretation and a great deal of hard work. 

The exhibition was a lovely celebration of our pupils’ creativity, offering families the opportunity to 

see first‑hand how a single artwork can spark so many different ideas and responses. Each piece told 

its own story, reflecting the individuality of our children and the care they take in their learning. 

We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, effort and creativity shown by pupils across the school, 

and thank families for joining us to celebrate their achievements. It was a joy to share such fantastic 

artwork and to see our school buzzing with creativity. Special thanks to the incredible hard work and 

commitment of Mrs Harris and Mrs Cooper who made this the outstanding showcase it was. 
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Thank you to all the adults and children who visited our very first exhibition; it was so lovely to see 

everyone admiring the work produced. If you were not able to make it, why not check out our 

virtual tour? 

CHJS Take One Picture Virtual Tour 

 

🏃♀️🏃♂️ Run Club – Every Friday Morning! 

Looking for a positive and energising way to start your Friday? Run Club takes place every Friday 

morning, and everyone is warmly invited to join! 

Held in the park, run by the fantastic Mr Smale, Run Club is open to all abilities – whether you prefer 

to walk, jog or run. The focus is on enjoying the fresh air, moving together and starting the day in the 

best possible way. 

🕗 Time: 8:00am start 

📍 Location: The park 

💙 Who can join? Everyone – all abilities welcome! 

It’s a relaxed, friendly session and a great opportunity to boost wellbeing, fitness and community 

spirit. New faces are always welcome, and it’s a fantastic way to ease into the school day. 

Come along and give it a try – you know you want to! 

We hope to see you there on Friday morning. 

https://chalkwellhalljunsouthendsch-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/phones_chalkwellhall-jun_southend_sch_uk/IQBLHO3IYEReSbTG8be9cBG3ATfBdMHmn6rpDZEnH7RBxsQ?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJPbmVEcml2ZUZvckJ1c2luZXNzIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXciLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJNeUZpbGVzTGlua0NvcHkifX0&e=PO2hih&referrer=Outlook.Web&referrerScenario=email-linkwithembed
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HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

🌟 Well Done 5RM – Hungry Cupboard Heroes! 

We would like to say a huge well done to class 5RM for their fantastic efforts in supporting the 

Hungry Cupboard initiative. 

Thanks to their enthusiasm, teamwork and commitment, a wonderful collection of donations has 

been gathered, all of which will be delivered to the SVP Foodbank to support families in need. The 

class have shown great responsibility, kindness and compassion, living out our school values in a very 

meaningful way. 

We are incredibly proud of 5RM for leading this initiative and would also like to thank all families 

who supported the project through their generous donations. 

An excellent example of pupils making a real difference to their community – well done, 5RM! 💙👏 
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PTA NEWS 

PTA EVENTS 
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SCHOOL DINNER MENU  - Next week: WEEK 1  

*Just to let you know Tuesday 5th May will be Monday Week 1 Menu - sausages and wedges. The 

rest of the week will be normal Week 1 Menu. 

 

 

SPORT @ CHJS 

Year 6 Quad Kids Competition 🏃♂️🏃♀️ 

Our Year 6 pupils recently took part in the exciting Quad Kids athletics competition, which challenges 

competitors across four different events: a 70m sprint, howler throw, standing long jump and 600m 

run. 
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The children performed brilliantly across all disciplines, showing great versatility, determination and 

team spirit throughout the event. Competing against strong opposition, they worked incredibly hard 

and supported one another every step of the way. 

Their efforts resulted in a very respectable 7th place overall out of 22 schools, which is a fantastic 

achievement in such a competitive field. 

The event was a wonderful opportunity for the children to experience a range of athletic events – and 

who knows, perhaps it will inspire some of them to one day take on the decathlon or heptathlon! 

Well done to all involved – you should be very proud of yourselves! 👏 
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Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

Another great week, Year 3! 

In Maths we have been learning about fractions – recognising that the larger the denominator, the 

smaller the fraction which has helped us compare fractions. Some fraction word problems gave us 

the opportunity to apply our learning in real-life situations. 

In English, we have further honed our story mapping skills by representing the story ‘Escape From 

Pompeii’ ready for planning and writing our own narratives next week. 

Our plans in DT are progressing well and this week, we selected topics from which to design our 

electrical information posters and began planning our initial designs. 

Today, we enjoyed visiting the Take One Picture Exhibition, viewing art work from across the school. 

It amazed us that every class had started with the same picture but that the outcomes were so 

different! 
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Year 4 

What a super week Year 4 have enjoyed and we are incredibly proud of their effort, enthusiasm and 

hard work. As geographers, the children have been diving head‑first into the explosive world of 

volcanoes. From gentle shield volcanoes to mighty stratovolcanoes, they’ve wowed us with their 

intriguing facts, curious questions and erupting excitement - we’ve had mini volcanologists bubbling 

away all week.  

We have absolutely loved seeing the brilliant and varied array of Creative Homework that has been 

shared. The imagination, effort and individuality in each piece have been a joy to celebrate. Thank 

you for your continued support as it truly makes a difference and keeps the creativity flowing.  

As scientists, the children have been learning how to classify animals by their features. They’ve 

become mini zoologists, confidently sorting creatures into groups and spotting similarities and 

differences. We definitely have some superb scientists in the making - David Attenborough would be 

proud.  

Wishing you all a wonderful bank holiday weekend and fingers crossed that the sunshine keeps 

shining. 
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Year 5 

What a fantastic week Year 5 has had, filled with creativity and enquiry! In Science, we dove into the 

fascinating world of water resistance. Students crafted plasticine objects in various shapes to explore 

how they travel through water, working together to time and record their results. 

In Computing, we had a blast filming our weather reports, and we’re excited to edit these next week! 

Our Design and Technology lessons were equally engaging as we investigated the uses of plastic. The 

highlight was creating protective cases for our microbits using Lego, which sparked lots of 

imaginative ideas. 

Well done, Year 5! Keep up the great work! 
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Year 6 

This week, Year 6 have been working exceptionally hard in English, creating their own stories inspired 

by The Black Book of Secrets. They developed characters who harboured sinister secrets, which were 

gradually revealed throughout their narratives. Their writing continues to impress us, as they 

independently incorporate a range of techniques to create vivid imagery in the reader’s mind. 

In art this half term, each lesson focuses on a different artist and style. This week, the children 

explored Gassed by John Singer Sargent, a powerful painting depicting soldiers at war. After 

analysing its key features, they used drama and props to recreate the scene. While frozen in 
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character, pupils responded in role when tapped on the shoulder, describing how they were feeling 

and bringing the artwork to life. 

In science, we investigated whether bacteria can be helpful or harmful. The children then set up an 

experiment to explore the effect of different amounts of water on bread over the course of a week. 

They will observe and record the changes each day, allowing them to compare the results with their 

initial predictions. 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today, it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for embodying our core values of 

Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity, and Enquiry. A huge well done to 

everyone—there are so many superstars at CHJS! Your hard work and dedication truly shine, making 

our school community a wonderful place to learn and grow together. Keep up the fantastic effort, 

and let’s continue to support one another in our journey of learning! (apologies for not including the 

lower school superstars in the newsletter - here they are this week...better late than never!) 
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Attendance & Punctuality 

 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 97.2% (-0.4%) 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 96.9% (-2) 

Year 4 = 97.4% (-0.2) 
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Year 5 = 95.3% (-0.9) 

Year 6 = 97.3% (+0.3) 

Lower School Winners = 3CH (98.7%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 6FW (99.3%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary:  

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Wednesday 6th May - Year 6 trip to Old Leigh 

Monday 11th to Thursday 14th May - Year 6 SATs Week 

Monday 18th May - Year 3 trip to Colchester Castle 

Thursday 21st May - Class Photos 

                                    - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

Monday 8th to Wednesday 10th June - Y4 trip to Windmill Hill / Activity Days 

Wednesday 10th June - pm Borough Sports 

Friday 12th June - Sports Day  - am Y3&4  / pm Y5&6  

Sunday 14th June - PTA Summer Fete 12-3pm 

w/c 15th June - Junior swimming starts (4 weeks) 

Friday 26th June - Governor Day 

Friday 3rd July - Y6 Transition Day / Meet new teacher day 

Wednesday 8th July - Open classroom 3:15-4:15pm 

Thursday 9th July - End of year reports home 

Friday 10th July - Y6 trip to Adventure Island 

Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 
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Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

