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Welcome Message

RES HIR
Prof. LEUNG Mei Fun Priscilla
GBS, JP

BIE T ERITEEE
Founding President and CEO

The world is facing unprecedented challenges and unwanted tensions. In a
planet so torn apart, how can we contribute a bit more to facilitate a higher
chance of peace on earth?

That is a question to ask amongst our friends, local and overseas. While
Hong Kong and Macao are fortunate to benefit from “One Country, Two
Systems” offered by China to peacefully settle a historical wrong out of
war, we hope this problem-solving attitude may be shared by more decision
makers on the battlefields nowadays.

It is in the same spirit, with the unwavering support and encouragement
of friends and partners across the globe, that we have established the
Hong Kong Association for External Friendship with a clear and focused
mission: to grow and deepen international friendships, to promote external
friendship through people-to-people connections diplomacy, and to
harness Hong Kong’s unique position as a global super-connector to foster
enduring ties between China and the world, not only between governments
or institutions, but between the hearts of people from different culture, and
civilisation.

As a non-governmental charitable organisation rooted in civil society, the
Hong Kong Association for External Friendship seeks to complement and
reinforce peaceful international law and order with respect of the territorial
sovereignty of different countries. Through professional, cultural, academic
and humanitarian engagement, we aim to contribute meaningfully to the
broader goal of building a harmonious world of lasting peace and shared
prosperity.

Finally, I would like to close with one of my favourite quotes by Mary
Parker Follett, “The world will be regenerated by the people who heroically
seek by whatever hardship, by whatever toil... the methods by which people
can agree.” 1 concur. I truly believe that if we join hands, we will have
the power to contribute significantly to creating a more peaceful world, by
resolving conflicts and building bridges between communities. Thank you.
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Mission

The Hong Kong Association for External Friendship is dedicated to fostering international
friendships via Hong Kong’s role as a global connector. It promotes people-to-people
diplomacy, cultural and economic cooperation, and civil exchanges through delegations,
forums, and commemorative events. The Association supports China's peaceful development
and encourages collaboration in science, environmental protection, and talent exchange. It
also advocates for poverty alleviation by providing education and employment opportunities
for underprivileged populations, as well as fostering the integration of ethnic minority
communities. By facilitating dialogue and mutual understanding, the Association aims to work

towards a world of lasting peace and common prosperity.
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Vision

Building upon its founding objectives, the Hong Kong Association for External Friendship envisions

Hong Kong Association for External Friendship

becoming an influential platform for international people-to-people civil diplomacy—Ileveraging
Hong Kong’s unique role as a “super connector” to bridge China and the world, and to promote peace,

cooperation, and sustainable development.

In the future, we envision:

1. To facilitate Hong Kong as the Friendship
City of the World

3. Building a Lasting Global Network Rooted
in Genuine People-to-People Bonds

The Association will serve as a leading force
in fostering people-to-people connections
between Hong Kong, Mainland and the
international community, advancing
deep mutual understanding and trust, and
positioning Hong Kong as a global hub for

long-lasting friendship and open dialogues.

. Promoting Cultural Integration and Social
Inclusion

By fostering interaction between ethnic
minority communities and the broader
society, we will contribute to a more diverse,
equal, and respectful Hong Kong and
showcase a successful model of “unity in

diversity” to the world.

Beyond hosting events, we will focus on
cultivating deep, long-term relationships
based on mutual respect and understanding—
turning the vision of “people connected,

hearts united” into a global reality.

Through this vision, the Hong Kong
Association for External Friendship will
not only serve local communities but also
emerge as a vital civil force in shaping Hong
Kong’s international engagement, advancing
peaceful development, and telling China’s

story well on the global stage.
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Objectives

As a non-governmental organization,
The Hong Kong Association for External
Friendship is committed to building and
deepening friendships with members of
the international community, laying and
expanding the social foundation for friendly
relations between China and other countries,
and leveraging the unique role of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region as a

super connector.

To enhance people-to-people friendships,
promote international cooperation that is
conducive to maintaining world peace, and

driving common development.

To implement China's independent
and peaceful foreign policy, carry out
comprehensive, multi-level, and wide-

ranging civil friendship work, serve the

cause of China's peaceful development and
reunification, and build a harmonious world

of lasting peace and common prosperity.

To organize mutual visits of delegations,
hold commemorative activities, initiate and
host exchange activities including seminars,
lectures, and forums, and conduct civil
friendly exchanges between Hong Kong,
Mainland China, and other countries and
regions to enhance mutual understanding,

build trust, and develop friendships.

To establish liaison mechanisms, build
cooperation platforms, and promote
pragmatic cooperation in fields such as
economy, environmental protection, science
and technology, and talent, thereby fostering
international cooperation and creating
favorable conditions for achieving win-win

results and common development.



6. To promote cultural exchanges by sending or

receiving cultural groups or individuals for
friendly visits, facilitating mutual learning in
the cultural field, enhancing understanding
and friendship, and conducting civil cultural

exchanges.

To promote the establishment and
development of friendly relations between
the Hong Kong SAR, and other countries
and regions, and to foster exchanges and
cooperation between their localities and

cities.

To participate in civil exchange activities of

other international organizations.

10.

Qa Hong Kong Association for
(\dn ,) External Friendship
ERHIITRREHE

To alleviate poverty by providing education,
training, and employment opportunities,
supporting children and youth from
impoverished families, and those living in
subdivided flats.

To promote the integration and development
of local ethnic minority communities in
education, culture, and friendship-building to

foster external friendships.
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FREBRE

REFIFE , SBS, PDSM, PMSM
The Hon John KC Lee,

GBM, SBS, PDSM, PMSM
rhEE A RIHEAE
BEESIATHRBFITHREE

The Chief Executive

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
People's Republic of China

I

I am pleased to congratulate the Hong Kong Association for External
Friendship (HKAEF) on the occasion of its formal establishment as a
non-governmental organisation engaging in people-to-people diplomacy

and supporting the development needs of our country and Hong Kong.

HKAEF was founded with the mission of creating friendships, and wide-
ranging cooperation, with the international community, taking good
advantage of Hong Kong’s unique role as a super connector between
China and the world at large. In this regard, HKAEF has made an
excellent start, collaborating with more than 50 international experts in
2023, to launch the Belt and Road Cooperation and Partnership Model
Agreement. In 2024, HKAEEF, along with the Hong Kong WTO Research
Institute, participated as a non-governmental delegation at the WTO
Ministerial Conference in Abu Dhabi. Last year, HKAEF also organised
the Global University Presidents & Leaders Summit, bringing together
more than 50 renowned university presidents, including members of the

Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Engineering.

HKAETF is also committed to promoting cultural harmony, bridging the
gap between East and West, celebrating diversity and developing Hong

Kong into an international education hub.

Once again, my congratulations to HKAEF and its founder Professor
Priscilla Leung. As HKAEF’s Honorary Patron, I look forward to
working with it to promote the prosperity of our country and Hong Kong
and deepen international exchanges and co-operation, with a commitment

to encouraging international stability and collaboration.
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Congratulatory Messages

PRIZEATE » KEFBE »
GBS, MH, JP

The Hon Paul CHAN Mo-po,
GBM, GBS, MH, |P

HHEEE

The Financial Secretary

H

FUDHUE T BN AT 1 & ARAL ©

FEHE ATSYBAEME ~ Hag /Bt Seb o (e 1B I AR B
GIERGCHER - /£ T-BIWHDL ~ & TWESNE)
BALRES A - AEENCE 2B B G 17 T R
(I

i B RRAZ - s LR RRFRER o MM 0 &l i 22 URIE H
FITEE) > HEBIN 58 7 s SR B LR A SR > 3 o 1 SR ST h B
H o BB - SUBIG &SRB 2R 0 b IBIORR -

My heartfelt congratulations to the Hong Kong Association for
External Friendship on its inauguration.

In an increasingly complex and fragmented world, fostering
mutual understanding and co-operation is more important than
ever. Under the “one country, two systems” arrangement, Hong
Kong’s internationality and connectivity make it a unique bridge
connecting the Mainland and the rest of the world. We are well
positioned to facilitate more multilateral engagement, dialogues
and partnerships.

The establishment of the Association is a timely and important
initiative. I am confident that, with dedication and through a
diverse array of projects and activities, the Association will
foster stronger links between Hong Kong and the international
community, and share the good stories of Hong Kong and our
country with the world. I wish the Association every success in
its future endeavours.
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The Hon CHAN Kwok-ki, GBS,
IDSM, JP
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ciation for External Friendship

Hong Kong Asso

MER 4 , SBS, SC, JP
The Hon Paul LAM Ting-kwok,
SBS, SC, JP

FHEBEE

The Secretary for Justice
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SEXkELSTE GBS, JP

The Hon CHEUK Wing-hing,
GBS, JP

H#EEIR &

Deputy Chief Secretary for Administration
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I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the
establishment of the Hong Kong Association for External
Friendship. With the unique advantages of “One Country,
Two Systems” and a fine tradition of blending Chinese
and Western cultures, Hong Kong is indisputably a “super
connector” and “super value-adder” between our country and
other places. The founding of the Association will surely
unite the wisdom and resources of the community, and will
also: promote greater cultural exchanges, enhance mutual
understanding and trust, foster people-to-people bonds, and
contribute to the deepening of international exchanges and
co-operation. I look forward to seeing more opportunities
and achievements brought by the Association through its

continual activities to promote Hong Kong.
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=Hf@4m&kE , GBS, JP
The Hon Michael
WONG Wai-lun, GBS, JP
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Deputy Financial Secretary
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ER)maE S |, GBS, PDSM, JP
The Hon TANG Ping-keung,
GBS, PDSM, JP
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Secretary for Security
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HESETE ,BBS, JP
The Hon TSE Chin-wan,
BBS, |P
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Secretary for Environment
and Ecology
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Congratulatory Messages # &

On behalf of the Housing Bureau, I extend my congratulations

Hong Kong Association for External Friendship

on the official inauguration of the “Hong Kong Association
for External Friendship”. I look forward to the Association
promoting mutual understanding and connections between

Hong Kong and the world, serving as an essential bridge for

civil exchanges, and supporting Hong Kong in fulfilling its
Ak EXt,JP
The Hon Winnie HO, |P role as a “super-connector”.

FERBE

Secretary for Housing
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teEEERL, JP
The Hon Mrs Ingrid
YEUNG HO Poi-yan, JP

NFEEHREREE

Secretary for the Civil Service
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BEEEL,JP
Dr the Hon CHOI Yuk-lin, JP
HERBE

Secretary for Education
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I am pleased to extend my warmest congratulations on the
formal establishment of the Hong Kong Association for
External Friendship (HKAEF).
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The HKAEF is committed to helping Hong Kong capitalise on
its unique strengths and deepen international exchanges and
cooperation, with a view to tying in with the overall national
development strategies. The support from the HKAEF is
an important impetus to the development of our country and
Hong Kong. I hope that the HKAEF will continue its efforts to

EEIFL L, SBS, JP promote people-to-people exchanges and work closely with the

;2: J';on Alice MAK Mei-kuen,  Hi SAR Government to tell the world the good stories of China

REREFEEEREE and Hong Kong.

Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

I wish the HKAEF every success in its future endeavours.
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Secretary for Transport and Logistics
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ciation for External Friendship

.
#AZEERSE4 , SBS, CSDSM
MrWOQO Ying-ming, SBS, CSDSM
BHES
Commissioner, Independent
Commission Against Corruption
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Hong Kong Association for External Friendship

On behalf of the Audit Commission, I take pleasure
in congratulating the establishment of the Hong Kong
Association for External Friendship. With a host of
esteemed members lending their influence and expertise, the

Association is well positioned to help our city forge strong

ties around the world and tell the good stories of China and

SRR , JP ‘ s ol
Prof Nelson LAM, JP Hong Kong. I look forward to seeing the positive impact your
BAEBZER Bgis i i i i

S oA distinguished team will bring to our beloved metropolis.
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EESRE ,IDSM
Mr Benson KWOK Joon-fung,
IDSM

NEEHRRER

Director of Immigration
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JIr R o & B RPEE > —ERBEE AN FETEE) o
B AL S EH IR A 7P A o Wi R RO B

AR LB BN ST o & IR H 2 > KR o

Hong Kong, a city where Chinese and Western cultures meet,
enjoys strong national support while maintaining unparalleled
connectivity with the world. This gives the city a strong edge in

promoting international exchange and co-operation.

The Hong Kong Association for External Friendship, guided by
the heavyweights from various sectors, is committed to fostering
citizen diplomacy and telling the good stories of Hong Kong. The
Association has been actively inviting the international community
to engage more deeply with both China and Hong Kong, through
different activities since last year, with a view to forging people-to-
people bonds that promise mutual prosperity.

May I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Hong Kong
Association for External Friendship and wish it every success in its

future endeavours.

diyspusii4 [BUISIXT IO} UOIEIDOSSY SUOY SUOH

33

)

NE£



Congratulatory Messages & &F

for External Friendship

Hong Kong Association

= |

&

P

Congratulatory Messages




diyspusii4 [BUISIXT IO} UOIEIDOSSY SUOY SUOH

She
——

FxRmiEL, GBS, JP
Dr Martin LEE Ka Shing, GBS, |P
[EREIKEMEEBEE

Chairman of Henderson Land Group
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BpEMItE L ,SBS, JP

Dr. CHENG Chi-Kong, Adrian
SBS, JP

BREERARAR EF
BREBEFEERAR ES

Mt RERERBRARIFFNTRIER
K11 Group B3 A

Director, Chow Tai Fook (Holding) Ltd.

Director, Chow Tai Fook Enterprises Ltd.
Non-executive Vice-chairman,

New World Development Company Ltd.

Founder, KI | Group
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EREEEL, SBS, JP

Ann CHIANG Lai-wan, SBS, |P
AEZEBREE
AEBILEERE
EABEIXRMERIGER
Former member of the

National Committee CPPCC

Former member of the Legislative Council
of HKSAR

Chartered Chairperson of Hong Kong
Young Industrialists Council
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I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to

Hong Kong Association for External Friendship

the Hong Kong Association for External Friendship on
its inauguration ceremony. This milestone marks the
beginning of a pivotal platform that will unite leaders and

great minds of our society, forming a powerful force to

showcase Hong Kong’s strengths and inspiring stories to

' the world .
BEERmBuR
Prof. Nancy Y. IF, SBS, MH, JP The Association will play an instrumental role in advancing
BERHRARERE

Fresidleri T (Hlams Gng Uilerdiy of Hong Kong’s position on the global stage, leveraging our

Science and Technolo, g . . . . .
' . unique strengths in education, innovation, and various

other fields to contribute to a better world. With its diverse
initiatives and extensive international connections, I am
confident that it will help foster cross-sector collaboration

and create new opportunities for building a brighter future.
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D
BEEHR
Prof. Freddy BOEY
BEEHHAERE
President

City University of Hong Kong

Dear Members of the Hong Kong Association for External

Friendship,

I am immeasurably honoured to have this opportunity to connect

with members of the Association.

The values you champion within the Hong Kong Association
for External Friendship--relationships, partnerships, and
understanding are more vital than ever in today’s rapidly

changing world.

Your efforts span cultures, helping to cultivate trust between
Hong Kong and the international community, aligning with
CityUHK’s mission to forge global partnership as the World’s

Most International University.



diyspusii4 [BUISIXT IO} UOIEIDOSSY SUOY SUOH

FAMNIINIRRFHEEXNIEERR

JRER WM & AL Z % Bl & & BB T2 » TRIBRSRSE o

Ton & AR S A (B E 8L - EENZ AR ~ RO (RN B G - 485 Koa ik B B AR A0 T 57
HhREf S 2y T o

Tn & R ERISS 125 7 AR I SIAL A B RS 75 i B R Rk & 2 R LA > B
RIERF 2 BRI BB E RS, - BUMEE R SRR A A aimi &

182 S8%
EBHHARRE

41

’.
)



Hong Kong Association for External Friendship

SRANEIR
Prof. Xiang ZHANG, JP
BERBRE

President

The University of Hong Kong
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On behalf of the University of Hong Kong, it gives me
great pleasure to congratulate the Hong Kong Association
for External Friendship on the occasion of its Inauguration

Ceremony.

HKU shares the Association’s vision of fostering strong global
networks and promoting Hong Kong as an international hub
for world-class talent. Together, we can build a brighter, more

interconnected future for all.
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We are proud to celebrate the inauguration of the Hong Kong
Association for External Friendship (HKAEF). Following the

recent signing of the Convention on the Establishment of the

Hong Kong Association for External Friendship

International Organisation for Mediation in Hong Kong, an
impactful achievement that elevates Hong Kong’s status as a
& global hub for cross-border cooperation in dispute resolution,
P the founding of HKAEF further marks a new chapter in
4 4

leveraging Hong Kong’s role as a “super connector’ to facilitate

BEIEREEIS SBS 5 JP global partnerships, promoting friendship, cultural exchange,
Prof. Dennis LO Yuk-ming, and conomic cooperation among countries and regions.

SBS, JP

?%fﬁﬁ%ﬁ% As an international metropolis, Hong Kong has so much
resident

The Chinese University of Hong Kong more to offer, other than playing to its traditional strengths

in finance and aviation. [ wish HKAEF all the best in its
endeavours to support our city in harnessing its mature
billingual legal system, favourable geographical locaion,
business-friendly environment, as well as its dynamic
innovation and start-up scene, to promote global engagement
so that “people-to-people’ friendship can serve as a
driving force for world peace, cooperation, and mutual

understanding.
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On behalf of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Hong Kong Association for External Friendship

(PolyU), I warmly congratulate the Hong Kong
Association for External Friendship on its inauguration.
PolyU supports the Association’s mission to enhance

Hong Kong’s global presence through international

friendship, cultural exchange, and economic

rERICEIR ,BBS, JP

Professor Jin-Guang TENG, BBS, JP collaboration. We look forward to partnering with
EABTABRE o

President, the Association to strengthen Hong Kong’s global

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University . . . . .
connections and its development into an international hub

for post-secondary education.
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Q>

fRmIEEE , JP

Prof. Alexander Ping-kong WAI,
JP

SEEERERE

President and Vice-Chancellor

Chair Professor of Photonics

Hong Kong Baptist University

On behalf of Hong Kong Baptist University, I am delighted
to extend my congratulations on the inauguration of the Hong
Kong Association for External Friendship.

The Association’s mission to unite people and countries
through culture, education and shared values is more vital now
than ever. As an adviser to the Association, I am most inspired
by the Association’s vision to create a better future for higher
education, a goal that we all share.

Going forward, the Association’s efforts to foster international
friendships and cultural exchange will no doubt enhance the
understanding of Hong Kong and the Mainland in the global arena,
promote greater collaboration, and create an environment conducive
to peace and prosperity for all.

I wish the Association every success in its upcoming
endeavours, and look forward to witnessing even more fruitful
outcomes of the Association in connecting Hong Kong, the
Mainland and the rest of the world in the near future.
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Wish to extend my sincere congratulations on the remarkable

success of the 2024 Global Universities Presidents and Leaders’

Hong Kong Association for External Friendship

Summit. The event was truly exceptional, and I am delighted
that Lingnan University had the privilege of being a sponsor.
The summit not only showcased outstanding leadership and

collaboration but also set a high benchmark for future events.

' We are eager to continue our support for future endeavors of
. _ this nature.
RMEIBIR
Professor S. Joe QIN M I beli it s | tive t h ¢
R oreover, I believe it is imperative to enhance our engagemen
FEARKE . e
Professor and President and communication moving forward. By fostering robust

Lingnan University
collaboration and maintaining open channels of dialogue, we

can ensure the sustained success of such significant initiatives.
Our collective efforts will undoubtedly lead to even greater

achievements in the coming years.

Thank you for your diligent efforts and unwavering dedication.
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Congratulatory Messages # &

On behalf of The Education University of Hong
Kong (EAUHK), I would like to extend my heartfelt

congratulations on the inauguration of the Hong Kong

Hong Kong Association for External Friendship

Association for External Friendship.

Human relationships, forged through mutual understanding
and respect, foster deep connections that can transcend

boundaries. In leveraging Hong Kong’s unique position and

advantages, the Association is well placed to tell the stories

FFEHE of China and Hong Kong effectively, initiate exchange, and
ireiblolim 43 Cl e S enhance friendship and cooperation among people from
EEHEABRE p p g peop

President around the world.

The Education University of Hong Kong
In today’s complex geopolitical landscape, such human
diplomacy is vital. It is therefore highly commendable that
Professor Leung and her team have established the Hong

Kong Association for External Friendship.

Under the excellent leadership of Professor Leung,
the Global University Presidents & Leaders Summit
2024 achieved great success. At EQUHK, we share the
Association’s commitment to fostering lasting global
connections. I wish the Association every success in
its mission and eagerly anticipate the opportunities for

52
collaboration ahead.
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MBEFE AR , SBS, JP
Professor Paul LAM Kwan-sing,
SBS, JP

SEHERERE

President,

Hong Kong Metropolitan University

On behalf of Hong Kong Metropolitan University, |
would like to extend my warmest congratulations on the
inauguration of the Hong Kong Association for External

Friendship.

The Association’s dedicataion to fostering international
friendship, cultural exchange and economic cooperation

highlights Hong Kong’s unique role as a hub of connectivity.

We look forward to future collaboration with the Association
in promoting a deeper understanding of Hong Kong and
mainland China. Together, we can strengthen international
connections and contribute to the development of our

country.

Wishing the Hong Kong Association for External Friendship

continued growth and remarkable success in the years ahead.
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"Q—[umanity should overcome afiﬁ(icu(ties in soficfam’ty anc[pursue common
cfevefoyment in ﬁarmony. We should Eeejo moving toward a community with
a sﬁarec[future for mankind, ancfjoint(y create a Betterfuture. To build a
community with a shared future for mankind is not to rqoface one system or
civilization with another. Instead, it is about countries with cﬁﬁerent social systems,
iafeofogies, histories, cultures and levels of cﬂeve[o}ament coming togetﬁer for shared
interests, shared rigﬁts and shared re.yoonsiﬁifities in g[oﬁa[ aﬁairs, and creating

the greatest synergy for Euifd’ing a better world. "

- Speech by H.E. Xi Jinping President of the People's Republic of China, at the Conference Marking the 50th
Anniversary of the Restoration of the Lawful Seat of the People's Republic of China in the United Nations on
October 25, 2021
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