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CURRICULUM DESIGN AND TEACHING METHODS 

 

AN OVERVIEW 

Parker teachers design the school’s inquiry-based curriculum each year around a school-wide Essential Question such as 

“What is community?” “What is change?” “What is balance?” “Where are the patterns?” “What really matters?”  Student 

learning crosses disciplinary lines as the Essential Question generates sub-questions that invite active learning of both 

thinking skills and content-area knowledge through projects and other research.  Across academic levels, Parker’s 

curriculum emphasizes practice and progress in the same key skills:  Reading, writing, oral presentation, listening, research, 

artistic expression, Spanish language, mathematical problem-solving and communication, scientific investigation, systems 

thinking, and technological literacy.  Parker has four academic Domains: Mathematics, Science, and Technology (MST); 

Arts and Humanities (AH), Spanish language and Wellness.  All curriculum development and teaching practices are guided 

by the Ten Common Principles of the Coalition of Essential Schools (see brochure). 

 

GRADUATION AND PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS 

Parker School students progress through three Divisions, the curricular standards of which are comparable to those of 

seventh and eighth grades (Division 1), foundation-level high school work (Division 2), and advanced work aimed toward 

the graduation transition (Division 3).  Each Division comprises a multi-year curricular cycle, and students of mixed ages 

are grouped together for the entire cycle.  “Promotion” at the Parker School consists of students exhibiting readiness to 

move from one Division into the next in a particular academic Domain, as follows: 

• Each year all Parker students assemble a Year-End Portfolio in each Domain, which serves as the basis of their Year-

End Assessment report.  When that Portfolio shows they are consistently meeting the Standards of the Division in a 

particular academic Domain, as well as making academic progress, students may advance to the next Division via the 

“Gateway Portfolio Exhibition.” 

• Gateway Portfolios are quite similar to the Year-End Portfolios, but they are accompanied by a formal exhibition before 

a mixed audience of students, teachers from both Domains, parents, and community members.  Gateway Portfolios 

include a cover letter in which students sum up and reflect on their progress throughout the Division and their readiness 

for the next Division’s challenges.  Students’ ability to reflect on their work and respond to audience questions is an 

important element of their demonstrating readiness for promotion. 

• Students may proceed at different times into the next Division in each Domain; for example, students may be in Division 

2 MST and Division 1 Arts and Humanities.  Teachers and advisers consult with families to decide the best time for 

each individual student to advance into a new Division. 

• Division 3 students at Parker culminate their studies with a capstone Senior Project, a topic or project they choose to 

explore independently with the guidance of an outside mentor, sometimes in a workplace internship.  Presented to a 

public audience as part of a student’s Graduation Exhibition, the Senior Project makes an intellectual and personal 

bridge between high school and the world beyond. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES 

 

DIRECT ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT WORK 

As well as compiling their Year-End Portfolios, Parker students demonstrate their learning through course work, major 

projects, and public exhibitions.  Course work is assessed by both teachers and by the students themselves, using the relevant 

rubrics as well as narrative evaluations.  Projects are presented to peers and teachers in a classroom setting.  At the 

culmination of major projects, parents and the community are invited to public exhibitions in which students demonstrate, 

display, and answer questions about their work.  The Gateway Portfolio Exhibition includes a mixed audience of students, 

teachers, parents, and community members.  The written feedback and oral questioning students receive from each of these 

audiences is an important element of Parker’s assessment process. 

 

As students coming to Parker from other schools attest, our standards are high.  Students are expected to revise their work 

until it meets the standards, rather than moving on after having produced work that might be considered “passing.”  

Assessments also include an indication of whether or not students’ progress is considered satisfactory.  This does not equate 

to a pass/fail type of system.  Rather, it takes into account an estimate of a student’s performance relative to his/her potential.  

Thus, it is quite possible for a student to be given an indication that his/her progress is not satisfactory, even though it might 

be considered “passing” by more traditional measures such as average test scores, et cetera. 
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SENIOR REQUIREMENTS 

 

SCHOOL SERVICE 

All Division 3 students commit two hours per week to school service.  Students are paired with a faculty mentor to perform 

a variety of school-related functions from tutoring to custodial assistance to research assisting to office work.  

 

SENIOR PROJECT 

During their final year at Parker, students complete a Senior Project in which they must:  

1. Generate an “essential question”; 

2. Explore this question by: 

a) Engaging in formal academic research; 

b) Collaborating with people outside the Parker School (e.g. internship, interview series, job-shadowing, field 

research); 

3. Use their findings/work to benefit the larger community; 

4. Apply skills and knowledge from several disciplines to complete the project; 

5. Present their project to a panel. 

 

GRADUATION PORTFOLIO 

The Graduation Portfolio contains work from Division 3 courses which demonstrates the student’s accomplishments in at 

least 9 of the 12 skill areas identified in the Parker School Criteria for Excellence. 

 

 

DIVISION II  Arts & Humanities 

 

First Sample 

In this course, students in Division 2 Arts and Humanities ask the question, "How do beliefs shape identity?" as they study 

the history of Islam and modern Islamic countries.  Students first develop a personal essay about their own beliefs and 

identities.  They take a content assessment on which they explain key concepts and figures of Islam.  They also research 

several Islamic nations, and collaborate on oral presentations, while practicing effective listening skills in a listening 

assessment based on current issues in Islam.  For a reading assessment, students read the fable, The Journey of Ibn Fattouma, 

and analyze it in written journals and text-based seminars.  During Unit Two, students ask the question, "How should we 

remember the Holocaust and WWII and how are they relevant today?"  Students take a content assessment on the rise of 

Hitler and the Weimar Republic.  They then read Elie Wiesel's Night as a reading assessment and interpret the text through 

written and artistic responses.  Students conduct individual research into specific topics related to WWII and the Holocaust 

and present their findings in an oral presentation.  Finally, students build scale model monuments to the Holocaust and 

related topics. Unit Three focuses on applying the question, "What is Revolution and what is a hero?"  Students read In the 

Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez as an example of an armed Revolution in the Dominican Republic and complete a 

reading assessment.  They examine a revolutionary case study, India & Gandhi under the British, and then develop an 

independent research question for a revolution of their choice.  A formal five page thesis paper is assessed for research and 

writing.  Finally, students create a mural depicting important themes in the revolution they study.  Students continue in 

Division 2 next year finished with Literature Circles and a reading assessment.  They choose a book to read and develop 

evidence of collaboration, reading skills and strategies. 

 

Second Sample 

In this Division 2 Arts and Humanities course, we study American history and culture through the essential question "Who 

are we now, and how did we get here?"  We focus on three periods in American history that underwent dramatic social 

change: The American Revolution, The Civil War, and the 1960s.  We begin through a study of current events to get a sense 

of what issues, values, and attitudes make up America as it currently exists.  We then take a step back and study colonial 

history, the American Revolution, and the Constitutional Convention through our reading and performance of Arthur 

Miller's The Crucible and a role-play of the Constitutional Convention.  In our second unit, we study the layers of social, 

racial, and economic conflict that divided the country.  Students read fiction and nonfiction books to explore these issues, 

and conduct independent research on topics from the Civil War.  In Unit Three, students answer the question "What Do I 

Carry?" by writing personal essays.  These essays serve entry point into the unit's question "How were Americans 

transformed during the 1960s?  What marks were left on the country?"  We then read Tim O'Brien's The Things They 
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Carried, which explores soldier's experiences in Vietnam.  In photography and music assessments, students explore the 

cultural change in the 1960s.  This unit culminates with students conducting independent research and writing thesis papers 

on a topic of their choice from this tumultuous era.  Finally, we end the year with "Lit Circles," in which students from 

different classes read a book of their choice and make their own creative assessments in response to the texts. 

 

 

DIVISION III  Arts & Humanities 

 

African American Experiences 

This course is designed to explore the experience and identity development of African Americans, focusing in particular on 

the period between the early 20th century and today. To that end, we will read - for example - the reporting of Ida B. Wells, 

the social criticism of WEB DuBois, and the story of Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man. We will compare the experiences of 

authors, activists, and thinkers over the last few decades. Finally, we will do independent research into a topic particularly 

relevant to the lives of African Americans today. 

 

American Democracy 

Today we sometimes hear that American democracy is broken -- but what would a healthy democracy look like? How has 

American democratic governance functioned in the past, how has it changed over time, and what does this mean for the 

nation's political and economic health? This course approaches American history with thematic questions in mind: tyranny 

of the majority, who is included in We the People, limits of democracy, and more. The course will be taught with the 

Harvard Business School case-method. Each week we will be introduced to a different critical episode in the development 

of American democracy through a narrative-style reading. From the drafting of the Constitution to contemporary fights over 

economic and social policy, each episode ends with a different cliffhanger. We will then offer solutions to the questions 

democracy itself has posed and will continue to pose, to each generation of Americans, while also learning about what 

historical decisions were made. 

 

American Dream 

In this course we will explore the concept of the American Dream through the lens of literature. How have artists in fiction, 

non-fiction, and poetry depicted the American Dream? And perhaps more importantly, how have they critiqued this idea? 

Is the American Dream a myth? Is it accessible to all Americans? What, as Langston Hughes writes, “happens to a dream 

deferred?” Exploring these questions and more, we will start by examining a classic American novel, The Great Gatsby. 

We will continue to explore these questions when we look at minority voices and how the concept of the American Dream 

is complicated by issues of race, class, gender, and culture. 

 

American Landscape 

In this studio art and art history course we will analyze examples of landscape paintings as an American tradition with roots 

as the first art movement in America. We will look at artworks through the 19th and 20th century up to contemporary forms 

of expression in this genre. You will practice a variety of visual arts techniques including photography and painting. You 

will create work based on your connection to and observation of nature. As artists we will work to incorporate our technical 

and content-based practice into the landscapes we create in our studio. 

 

American Voices 

Through music we can see worlds. What can we uncover beneath the musical tapestry of America, and what groups 

contributed the component pieces? This music studio course will be an exploration of music from the early days to the 

present, from drumming and dance in Puerto Rico to hip hop in New York, the Blues to Country music. Along the way, 

we’ll study the essential history behind a range of the voices that make up America. We’ll learn how to use digital audio 

workstations to create original tracks, play ukulele, write songs, drum, use keyboards, and build our understanding of how 

music works (music theory). 

 

The Art of the Essay 

This writer’s workshop is designed as a place for you to grow and take risks as a writer in a supportive, thoughtful 

atmosphere. You will engage thoroughly in the writing process, honing your skills. You will have the opportunity to develop 

and explore exciting and meaningful topics for essays; investigate the role of style within various essay forms; produce 

prose that contains sound sentences, clear tone and solid organizational structure; give helpful and balanced feedback to 

your peers; and practice the art and science of revision. Most of all, in this class, you will write! All the time! 
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The American West 

The West holds a unique place in American life. Steeped in lore and legend, the Old West was said to be a lawless, violent 

place ruled by gunslingers and sheriffs. Yet the West was never as wild as rumored, and it was far more complex than any 

movie or myth. And while images conjured by the term “Old West” largely involve people from the East moving into 

uncharted lands, the reality was that Native Americans and Mexicans in the far West had been living there for a long time. 

This course will begin with a reading assessment in which we will delve into the historical growth of American lands, 

including the tensions between white settlers and Native Americans, the impact of the Transcontinental Railroad, and the 

consequences of westward expansion. Next, we will choose a historical individual or group of people from the history of 

the West to portray in an original song, learning ukulele as part of the process. This will be assessed for Artistic Expression. 

Finally, we will examine the mythology and portrayals of the West in film, photos, maps, diaries, and other media, all of 

which will comprise a Listening and Media Analysis assessment. 

 

City on a Hill 

When you think about who you are, what role does where you are from play in your identity? What does it mean to be from 

New England? There are the easy answers. It means you might be a die-hard Pats, Sox, Celtics or Bruins fan. Or maybe it 

means you go to Pahkah Chahtah School. But sports and accents only scratch the surface of our shared New England 

identity. In this class, we will first explore our Puritan heritage to understand its ideals and its realities. Primary documents 

and Hawthorne’s Scarlet Letter will be our guides on this stage of our journey. We will then time travel to 19th century 

Concord and spend time with Thoreau on the shores of his favorite pond in order to get a sense of how our ideals were 

refined in the face of the Industrial Revolution and the on-coming Civil War. Finally, we will come to our modern time and 

check in on John Winthrop’s initial call that we be as a “City on a Hill.” Using primary documents, we will see where we 

are answering this call and where we have work still to do as New Englanders! 

 

The Cold War 

Between 1945 and 1989, the world was bi-polar. On one side stood the Soviet Union, deeply scarred by World War II, 

entrenched in communist ideology and determined to prevail in any coming conflict. In the other camp stood the United 

States, triumphant in the wake of war, prosperous and content, convinced of its moral superiority, yet living in the shadow 

of the mushroom cloud. For more than 50 years, the two sides squared off in a conflict that spawned "proxy wars" like 

Korea, Vietnam, and Afghanistan, fueled a relentless arms race, and threatened to destroy all life on the planet. In this class, 

we will examine major moments, strategies, and cultural responses to the Cold War. We begin by learning the history of 

events after World War II, analyzing important turning points and strategies employed by the “superpowers”. Then we 

conduct independent research into conflicts and proxy wars to see how societies and lives were transformed around the 

globe. In the final assessment we will explore the ways culture reflected the tense “us against them” mindset of the Cold 

War and the uncertainty of the nuclear age. 

 

Collage 

In this course, students will be creating visual art pieces using collage techniques: attaching paper, fabric, and three- 

dimensional objects to surfaces. We will start the semester by learning to create artist paper, giving students a supply of 

materials to work with. We will begin with nonrepresentational images focusing on line, texture, and pattern. We will 

explore the history of collage, its origins in Europe, the expansion of the form, and its political impact. Possible projects 

will include: Postcards, Artist Books, Large Scale Posters, and Abstraction. 

 

Conflict and Change Middle East 

The Middle East appears in Western media as an uneasy adversary to nations like the United States. How did this come to 

pass, and what can we do to better understand the histories and cultures of that region? How has the history of the region 

contributed to the current day governments, ideals, and cultures of the nations of the Middle East? We will investigate these 

questions through three case studies, but first we begin with a broad background unit to build understandings of the political 

and economic changes that ushered in significant change after the end of the Ottoman Empire. Then we dive into the ongoing 

conflict in Israel/Palestine, the revolution in Iran, and the evolution of secular Turkey on the edge of the Middle East. This 

class seeks to attempt to understand some of the complex issues at work in this region and how today’s antipathies came to 

be. 
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The Craft of Theater 

This is a class about literature meant for performance. Students will practice analyzing plays through three lenses – as 

Readers, as Directors, and as Actors. We will begin by working in class to deeply understand thematic ideas in the plays we 

read in the way that a Director might. Next, we will go out into the world to observe live theater and consider the choices 

professionals make when bringing the ideas in a script to life. Finally, we will work to create our own productions that 

reflect our own interpretation and understanding of a play. 

 

Crime & Punishment 

This course will investigate and debate some of the complexities, contradictions, and dilemmas in the administration of 

“Justice”. Using philosophical, ethical, psychological, sociological, and other perspectives, the class will explore questions 

like: What is justice? What is crime and why does it happen? What are the possible goals of punishment? What purposes 

are served by police, courts, and prisons? What are the experiences of people who experience legal punishment? And What 

impact – for good and ill – do systems of punishment have on different societies? We will begin the course by looking at 

the question of justice and punishment in general, considering the assumptions we make about how to determine the right 

thing to do, who is blameworthy, and what sorts of punishments might be warranted and effective. We will then look at 

criminal justice systems in both the United States and the outside world and consider the possibilities in different systems 

of justice and how they actually work in practice. The class will conclude with a project in which students design their own 

“prison”. 

 

Designed for Meaning 

Essential Questions:  

How do authors of graphic novels develop voice and perspective using narrative and the design elements?  

What are the elements of design and how can we use them to communicate our own ideas?  

Where do we encounter design in our daily lives and what impact does it have on us as consumers?  

What does “Design Thinking” mean and how can we use it?  

We often think of “meaning” relative to words – both written and spoken. “What do you mean?”, we ask each other. 

However, humans are far more visual than you might think. Authors and artists alike make design choices to tell stories, 

share information, and change our minds. This communication of meaning and information is not bound to text alone. All 

around us are images and objects that have been designed. What makes “good” design? What are its goals? What does it 

mean to think like a designer? In this class, we will read graphic novels to better understand the link between authorial 

perspective and visual design. Then, you will craft an excerpt for your own graphic novel. We will explore the components 

of analog and digital graphic design. You will create logos, posters, comics, and gifs! 

 

Election 2022! 

It’s an election year, and that means it’s a good idea to figure out how this system we call democracy works, who’s running, 

and why we should care. In this class, we’ll start out by reviewing civics – who and what can we vote for, and what do all 

of those people do? Next, we’ll look at the process of voting and consider potential reforms to our laws. Should we require 

everyone to vote? Should we switch to a parliamentary system? Finally, we’ll consider the November 2022 election. What 

issues are at stake? Who is likely to win? What political strategies will be effective (or not effective)? We will finish this 

class with a mock Electoral debate in which you will take on the role of areal-life politician or journalist, play out the issues 

of the day, and analyze the results! 

 

The Empire Writes Back 

How has the legacy of colonialism impacted people’s self-definition and self-determination? How has it impacted African 

women in particular? How can literature allow people to reimagine their past, present, and future? In this course we will 

examine postcolonial literature by African women writers, including short stories, a play, and a novel. We will start by 

defining postcolonialism and unpacking what can happen when people’s country borders and governments are established 

by outsiders. As we read stories about coming of age, diaspora, and displacement, will explore how colonization complicates 

gender, race, class, language, history, and culture. Throughout the semester, we will consider how storytelling can act as a 

tool for resistance and empowerment. 

 

The Environment: Dawn and Doom of Civilizations 

Why have some civilizations come to dominate the globe, while others have collapsed? What factors allowed a group of 

168 Europeans to defeat 80,000 Incan warriors in Peru in 1536? Why did the fabulous civilizations of the Maya, the 

Mississippian culture of the American South, and the Harappa of India crash and vanish, leaving only temples, mounds, and 



Francis W. Parker Charter Essential School Course Descriptions 6 

city ruins? And finally, what can we learn from past failures such as these as we confront the dire warnings of global climate 

change today? We will seek to answer all these questions and more as we investigate the ways humans and their environment 

at times form a solid web, and in other ways, a sense of competing values. 

 

Evil 

What does it mean to be evil? In this course we will explore a number of literary responses to this question across time. 

What was the essence of evil in Dante’s allegorical poem on sin – The Inferno? How about Mr. Hyde in Stevenson’s Dr. 

Jekyll and Mr. Hyde? Was he really such a bad guy, and if so, what makes him so? In William Blake’s poetry Songs of 

Innocence and Experience, the reader is asked to question whether evil is simply a necessary stop within the circle of life 

and death. And Sartre wondered in No Exit if Hell wasn’t really just other people. Through analysis and discussion, 

analytical and creative writing, we will open up the dark side and come to our own conclusions about what it means to be 

bad. 

 

The Global South and the Cold War 

We will begin this course by looking at the Cold War, its adversaries, and its outcomes. This exploration will move into 

independent research into the way the conflict impacted the less-developed nations of the Global South, which was 

previously referred to as the Third World. We will then explore two nations that fall into this category: the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo and India: nations with very different paths and outcomes in the 21st century. We will seek to 

discover how nations of the Global South got to where they are today, and how history set the stage for their unfolding 

evolutions. 

 

Her-Story 

What changes when you look at the world through the eyes of women instead of men? For most of our history, we have 

captured our story from the male perspective. From the times of the first European settlers right up until the Sexual 

Revolution of the 1960s, history has mostly been just that – his-story. In this course we will seek a different perspective on 

the story of our country. We will study a selection of the literature written by women across 400 years of the American 

experience. We will seek to understand these individual women’s attitudes about their own American experience in their 

own time, while also exploring the literature that they produced as art worthy of analysis and appreciation. While this course 

is primarily literature-based, we will also explore some of the history of women’s rights in America and the contemporary 

landscape of women’s rights and its intersection with other civil rights movements. This course will be reading and writing 

rich. 

 

History of Money 

This is a class about different visions of how the American Economy should work and how those visions have changed and 

influenced each other over time. We’ll learn the basics of capitalism, socialism, and organized labor, learn how the United 

States became the preeminent economic world power in the middle of the 20th century, and figure out why the stock market 

crashed in 1929 and the housing market collapsed in 2007. Along the way, we might ask some other questions, like whether 

or not America’s economic boom times would have been possible without slavery or how much economic inequality is 

good for us. Eventually, all students will get to weigh in on an American Economy that makes the most sense to them. 

 

History on Trial 

How do we make moral judgments about events of the past? How can the court system and a trial be used to provide justice? 

How does one prepare for and conduct a trial? These questions will guide us this semester as we look at significant historical 

events that involved questionable moral decisions, violent consequences, and, possibly, war crimes. Rather than let these 

individuals’ legacies be determined by historians and textbook writers, they will face their decisions and their victims in a 

court of law. You will prosecute, defend, and portray the individuals involved with these cases, and a judge will decide their 

guilt or innocence. We’ll spend the first couple of weeks thinking about the concepts of justice and retribution and then 

learning about how the idea of “war crimes” has evolved. We will examine how the legal system works, with a focus on the 

procedure, terminology, and legal skills of the courtroom. Next, we’ll conduct our two trials. Each trial will last around four 

weeks and the process will include time for historical background, research, trial prep, and the actual trial. In one trial, you 

will be a lawyer and in the other you will be a witness. The class will conclude with you learning about a historical or current 

figure who could be charged with war crimes, and writing a “final determination” that charges or defends that individual. 
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Identity at the Crossroads 

At some point in all of our lives, we stumble upon the question, “who am I?” In this class, we will study character-driven 

stories in order to explore how identity and self-expression are shaped by inner values, interpersonal influences, and societal 

pressures. Beginning with Jhumpa Lahiri’s novel The Namesake in our first unit, we will study the practice of naming and 

re-naming, and how these practices look different across cultures and communities. In our next unit, we will step into the 

world of Jane Austen’s novel Emma, along with a few more modern adaptations, to understand the ways in which Victorian 

society either privileged or limited individuals across the social strata. Finally, for our third anchor text, we will read Khaled 

Hosseini’s novel, A Thousand Splendid Suns, and unpack how characters in the story grapple with and respond to changes 

in their lives while facing war and familial conflict in Afghanistan. Alongside this novel, we will look at current events 

surrounding the Taliban’s recent total ban of education for women beyond elementary school, and the real-life individuals 

who are standing up in the face of this injustice. Through reading these three novels from across the world, supplemented 

by short stories, articles, and films, we will unpack how individuals cultivate a form of self-definition and the challenges 

they face along the way. 

 

In the Name of Love 

Where did the concepts of monogamy, marriage, and “lovesickness” come from? What does it mean to be someone’s 

soulmate? Is there a universal understanding of what love is? In this class, we will look to literature, poetry, music, and film 

to better understand how love and romance have been defined and experienced across time and place. In doing so, we will 

work to uncover why love has been the subject of obsession for so many writers and artists. We will begin our exploration 

by unpacking where we cultivate our own ideas about love and relationships. We will further investigate these ideas by 

reading works of fiction and non-fiction, explicating poems, and analyzing films. Get ready to spend the semester discussing 

matters of the heart! 

 

International Film 

In this class, we learn by watching movies from around the world and dissecting their form, content, and structure to 

understand how meaning is created in this dynamic medium. The films we watch will cover multiple genres and eras of 

filmmaking. Over the course of the semester, we will focus on 8-10 films, with each one serving as a case study for a 

particular element of filmmaking. As we watch, we will learn about the language and techniques used by visionary 

filmmakers who tell stories through visuals, sounds, editing, and writing. Using these films, we’ll then learn about how 

films are analyzed and evaluated by different critics. We will consider films in a variety of genres and styles and create 

reviews, analyses, and perhaps even some original art of our own! Assessments for this course will be unusual in that you 

will be presented with four styles of analysis after our introductory unit. You will then choose three projects to complete 

over the course of this class: a podcast or video essay, a live presentation, a written film review, or the creation of your own 

short movie. These pieces can be completed in any order. 

 

Magic of Film 

In this class, we will learn about the language and techniques used by visionary filmmakers who tell stories through visuals, 

sounds, editing, and writing. Using these films, we’ll then learn about how films are analyzed and evaluated by different 

critics. We will watch films in a variety of genres and styles and create reviews, analyses, and perhaps even some original 

art of our own! Assessments for this course will be unusual in that you will be presented with four styles of analysis after 

our introductory unit. You will then choose three projects to complete over the course of this class: a podcast or video essay, 

a live presentation, a written film review, or the creation of your own short movie. These pieces can be completed in any 

order. 

 

Meaning in the Modern World 

Have you ever had an existential crisis? Are you having one right now? Questioning the meaning of life is something most, 

if not all, human beings do over the course of their lives. In this course, we will learn what existentialist philosophy is and 

consider such questions as: How do existentialist ideas play into my own life and thinking? What is meaning and how does 

the pursuit of meaning affect individuals and society? How do the conditions of the modern world raise existential questions? 

As we engage with celebrated writers such as Albert Camus, Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Simone De Beauvoir, as well as film 

(TBD) we will practice expressing our newfound understanding of the meaning (or perhaps lack thereof) of life. 

 

Memoir 

We all have a story to tell. Sharing stories is one way we can understand the vast diversity of human experiences, learn to 

see ourselves in others, and forge human connections. In this course, we will explore the art of reading and writing memoir. 
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To start, we will read memoir pieces of skilled writers, including Maya Angelou’s I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings, and 

examine the essential elements of the craft of memoir. Through our analysis, we will identify and practice the different skills 

of memoir writers. We will apply our learning as we craft our own memoir pieces, making meaning of personal experience 

by shaping it on the page. Be ready to spend some time thinking about YOU! 

 

Out of the Dust 

The Great Depression was not an era of our history that rests quietly in the past. Since the now-called Great Recession of 

2008 and 2009, in fact, the Great Depression has been examined in the media and by the government frequently. One 

purpose of this course is to help us better understand this period in our history in order to better understand the world of 

today, which, with our issues of income disparity and protectionism, bear a striking, albeit pale, resemblance to the early 

1930s. Our work together will also include an examination of how history is reflected and shaped by the art that is created 

out of it. Through a comparative study of literature, film, drama, folk music and documentary photography, on the one hand, 

and primary sources and historical documents, on the other, we will try to tease out how art impacts our perceptions of 

ourselves and our past. As one of the most disastrous and multi-faceted crises ever to face our country, the Great Depression 

has much to teach us about our strengths, our weaknesses, and our perceptions. 

 

Photography 

Essential Questions:  

How has the invention of photography changed the way we see, communicate, share information, and make art?  

How can we use photography to effectively communicate our own ideas, beliefs, and opinions?  

In his book Camera Lucida, Roland Barthes writes of the advent of photography: "The age of the Photograph is also the 

age of revolutions, contestations, assassinations, explosions, in short, of impatiences, of everything which denies ripening." 

The invention of photography created a ripple that made waves in the worlds of science, art, philosophy, and beyond. Today, 

we encounter photographic images in an almost continuous stream of visual information that has completely saturated our 

lives. In this class, we will take a step back and examine the science and history behind the invention of the photograph and 

how the ability to freeze time changed the way we communicate, think, and see the world. We will learn what it means to 

“read” an image and investigate photographs made by artists and photojournalist from all over the world. Together, we will 

explore what it means to be a thoughtful creator and consumer of photographs. 

 

Photography (S22) 

Today, we encounter photographic images in an almost continuous stream of visual information that has completely 

saturated our lives. In this class, we will explore how photographers have documented American life, identity, and 

experience. We will learn what it means to “read” an image as we investigate photographs made by artists and 

photojournalists. Through our examination, we will learn how to use composition and lighting to capture a moment, a 

feeling, or a person. 

 

Pop Culture in American Society 

This course will focus on the dynamic between American society and popular culture. We will begin with an overview of 

American history to provide solid context. Next, in a Listening and Media Analysis assessment, we will examine a collection 

of “cultural artifacts” (written texts, images and sounds) and connect them to different historical eras, identifying themes in 

the material. In the second unit we will look at how sports have both reflected and affected society by reading several athlete 

biographies. This work will be assessed for Reading. Next, we will explore the role that toys and games have played in 

America, focusing on the themes of gender, class and race/ethnicity. You will complete a group project where you will learn 

about the history of a toy/game and analyze it through these three themes. The culmination of the course will be an individual 

research project. You will select an aspect of popular culture of your choice and develop a thesis around the course’s 

essential questions. This final portion will be assessed for Research. 

 

Portraits in America 

In this studio art and art history course we will analyze examples of portraits by American painters and explore how 

portraiture has been used to interrogate identity and offer social commentary. We will look at portraits from the beginning 

of the 20th century up through contemporary pieces. You will practice a variety of visual arts techniques, including drawing 

and collage, with a particular focus on painting. Over the course of the class, you will create 3 different styles of portraits 

that reflect your learning about the techniques and philosophies of portrait artists since the 20th century. 
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The Power of Empathy 

In this course, we will use literature, short essays, and poetry in order to explore the power of empathy. We will begin by 

defining what empathy is and what it means to us. We will then use a range of works to unpack the complexities of 

empathy—how it has both the potential to help us in cultivating meaningful relationships and the potential to manipulate us 

or hinder our ability to connect with one another. From love poems to dystopian science fiction, we will explore empathy 

from all angles to discover what truly bonds us together. 

 

Printmaking 

In this studio art course, we will look at the history and practice of block printing and screen printing. We will start by 

looking at literatura de cordel, a Brazilian folk art tradition featuring woodblock prints. We will learn how to carve and print 

our own simple designs using linoleum, an easier contemporary alternative to woodblock printing. Once we have a strong 

grasp of carving and printing practices, we will look at ancient Chinese and Japanese block prints and learn techniques for 

creating complex multi-color compositions. In our final unit, we will shift to screen printing as we look at the functional 

applications of printmaking, from textile design to graphic-tees to poster art. You will learn different techniques for applying 

your design to a screen and practice printing on both paper and textiles. 

 

Sculpture 

What is the impact of three-dimensional artwork? What is possible with any given material? In this class, we will explore a 

variety of sculpture-making techniques. We will let materials guide our work as we investigate the limits of clay, wood, 

recycled materials, and more. By studying the works of other sculptors and the role of sculpture in different cultures, we 

will deepen our own creative process and artwork. Be prepared to spend the semester experimenting, building, constructing, 

and sculpting. 

 

Senior Seminar 

Senior Seminar is a yearlong course dedicated to developing and fostering critical thinking, inquiry, collaboration, and 

personal achievement.  In addition to its curricular function, the Senior Seminar provides structure and continuity in 

preparation for Life After Parker, as well as the locus for the Senior Project.  Seminar teachers act as advisors to seniors for 

all aspects of their senior year, including the Senior Project. 

 

Supreme Court 

We will start this course by learning about the basics of the Supreme Court – why it was created, what its powers are, and 

how it operates – and thinking about the role that it plays in American government and our own lives. We will use role plays 

and simulations to understand how a judge thinks and what qualifications are important for a Supreme Court Justice. We 

will learn about the history of the Court and important decisions it has made, using videos, podcasts, and actual case 

decisions as our main texts. You will then get to choose a legal/constitutional issue that you are interested in and research 

what the Supreme Court has ruled on this issue and its impact. After these projects, we will look at the cases that the Court 

is hearing and deciding this term. You and a partner will select one of these cases and learn about it. You will then play the 

role of either the petitioner or respondent, writing a speech and delivering it before a guest Justice. This oral argument will 

be run as if it were a real Supreme Court argument, meaning that while you will use your speech as a guideline, you will be 

interrupted with questions from the Justice at any point. This is a simulation-based course. 

 

Teenage Wasteland: Coming of Age in Literature 

This course will examine that at once exhilarating, confusing, exuberant, baffling, messy time we call adolescence. What 

does it mean to grow up? What can we learn about identity through the transition from childhood to adulthood? How is the 

growing up process complicated by issues of race, class, gender, and culture? Through an examination of novels, short 

stories, and your own writing, we’ll explore these questions and more, gaining a greater understanding of the enduring genre 

of coming-of-age narratives, how they can help us better understand ourselves, and how they might help us make sense of 

our relationship to the world around us. 

 

Theater on a Global Stage 

This course will investigate the question of what is unique and what is universal about theater and explore the question of 

how theater can reflect our own ability – or inability – to understand difference. We will begin with an overview of the tools 

of theater, focusing on how different elements like costumes, puppetry, choral line reading, music, and dance can give a 

particular performance its identity. We will then begin with Aristotelian drama, looking at three plays from different times 

that focus on the role of the “other” within society. Our next unit will consider non-Aristotelian theater, looking at plays 
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from a variety of global traditions that explore the cultures they come from using techniques that may challenge your 

expectations for how theater is supposed to work. Class will conclude with individual investigations into theatrical traditions 

and/or new innovations in theater from around the world. This class will require some “on your feet” acting and may involve 

a trip or two to see shows outside of Parker if relevant opportunities present themselves. 

 

Through Our Eyes 

What factors shape identity? In this course we will look examine identity and study representations of difference and 

“otherness” through literature and varied forms of media and art. We will begin by grappling with Shakespeare’s Othello, 

exploring how issues of race and gender are constructed and the potential damage and conflict that arises when our identity 

is partially determined by those around us. We will next examine identity through a more contemporary lens examining 

literature, art, and film that invite us to consider questions like What parts of our identities do we choose for ourselves? 

What parts are determined for us by others, by society, or by chance? What dilemmas arise when others view us differently 

than we view ourselves? 

 

What’s So Funny 

Like many human experiences, humor is complex. What makes a joke funny? Why does some humor make one person feel 

a sense of mirth, while it makes another squirm with discomfort or anger? In this class we are going to explore how humor 

works and how it has been used in Western society to create societal change. We will take a journey through time, stopping 

along the way to examine literary humor in its historical context. What was Aristophanes doing with his racy Ancient Greek 

comedy Lysistrata? Why was irony such an important tool for Chaucer in his very amusing collection of tales during the 

Middle Ages? We will also explore some examples of modern satire, focusing on the current favorite vehicles – television 

and the internet. During this course we will study a variety of works to understand the tools of humor and its purposes, using 

close reading and analytical writing as our means. 

 

World Religions 

With eighty-four percent of the world’s people belonging to one religion or another, we might wonder, why do humans 

across cultures believe in a higher power? This course will focus on how different religions address some of life’s most 

relevant and thought-provoking questions and explore what exactly a “religion” is. To do this, we will conduct interviews 

of acquaintances about their views on faith and religion. Next, we’ll explore the five largest religions of the world: Hinduism, 

Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam and seek to understand what each means to its adherents. In the final unit we 

will apply our learning to a popular culture figure in an oral presentation. Please note: You need not be religious to take or 

appreciate this course. You will never be pressured or forced to share your personal beliefs in class, and the focus of the 

class will be on the religions themselves rather than our personal views or beliefs. 

 

 

DIVISION II  Math, Science, and Technology 

 

The Division 2 MST program is a two-year integrated math and science course.  The integrated mathematics curriculum 

includes algebra, geometry, and introductory statistics and probability. Integrated science curriculum is laboratory 

based and includes the equivalent of a full year of biology along with a full year of work in the physical sciences as well 

(introductory chemistry and physics concepts).  Where possible, math and science topics are aligned and integrated to 

enhance understanding.  To demonstrate their mastery of the skills in this two year course, students conduct independent 

investigations and give formal presentations of their findings to an audience of faculty, family, and peers. 

 

First Sample 

In math, students studied probability and modeled outcomes of different events.  In algebra, they investigated function 

families, which led into a detailed study of quadratic functions and algebraic techniques for solving quadratic equations, 

including factoring and the quadratic formula. The geometry work this year included in-depth work with logic, formal proof 

and deductive reasoning to solve problems using parallel lines and triangle congruence.  The year concluded with the study 

of angles and linear regression to model the bending of light. 

In science, students began the year with the study of cell division, Mendelian genetics, and inheritance.  They then simulated 

how natural selection can lead to changes in the genetics of a population, which led to the in-depth study of the fossil 

evidence, anatomical evidence, and genetic evidence that support the theory of evolution.  Further study in biology focused 

on anatomy and physiology, with a series of organ dissections to explore the relationship between structure and function 

and the study of how organisms maintain homeostasis.  Physical science topics included the study of chemical reactions, 
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with lab work aimed at creating a specific amount of product from a reaction.  The final topic of the year was the study of 

the physics of lenses and optics. 

 

Second Sample 

In math, students started the year with statistical analysis; In-depth work in algebra included a focus on linear equations, 

systems of equations, and inequalities.  Students also studied exponential functions and exponent rules.  The geometry topics 

for this year included work with the areas and volumes of different figures, triangle similarity and right triangle 

trigonometry. 

In science, students studied ecology and ecosystems with the investigation of the impacts of an oil spill.  Included in this 

work was a detailed study of photosynthesis and cellular respiration.  In the study of disease and immunity, students 

investigated pathogens, DNA replication, bacterial transformation, protein synthesis, and the immune response.  Physical 

science topics included detailed study of the chemistry of organic fuels.  While learning atomic structure, states of matter, 

and basics of the periodic table, students synthesized biofuel and compared its heat of combustion to ethanol.  The final 

science unit focused on the physics of simple machines, exploring force, work, and energy. 

 

 

DIVISION III  Math, Science, and Technology 

 

Advanced Algebra (previously known as PreCalculus) 

This course focuses on functions and their applications. The main topics we will cover are exponential & logarithmic 

functions, polynomial functions, conic sections, and rational functions. We will develop a formal mathematical vocabulary 

for discussing functions and their behaviors, and we will investigate several functions in depth. We will also explore 

relationships that are not functions. This course will also help you to refine your algebraic skills so that you can work more 

efficiently and solve excellent problems! This class, when taken with Trigonometry, provides the necessary prerequisite for 

Calculus. 

 
Anatomy and Physiology 

Anatomy and Physiology is a survey class in which students investigate the human body’s main organ systems both in a 

healthy and diseased state. Students discuss both the gross anatomy of these systems and the underlying bio-molecule based 

physiology. The first unit introduces the major biochemical molecules of life (proteins, carbohydrates, lipids and nucleic 

acids), and discusses the role each of those biochemical molecules plays in sustaining life. Students learn the importance of 

homeostasis, and the different ways cells and the body’s systems work in order to maintain a stable environment. The first 

unit culminates with an investigation of the nervous system and how molecules, such as enzymes, control messaging in the 

body. In the second unit students go into detail on the skeletal/muscular and circulatory/respiratory systems. For each system 

we have an opportunity to dissect a major animal organ as a comparison to the human body. A lab practical assesses student 

understanding of the structure and function of the organs discussed in each system. In the third unit students look at the 

disease state, with a culminating research project to end the semester. Students research a system that has not yet been 

discussed, such as the endocrine, digestive, reproductive, or immune systems, and look at how dysfunction in these systems 

leads to a disease state. 

 

Animal Biology 

We are all animals--from sponges, largemouth bass, and earthworms, to spiders, ostriches and humans. There are somewhere 

between 3 and 10 million members within this, the most diverse biological kingdom, known as “Animalia.” Zoology is 

basically the wonderfully interesting “story” of animals. Why do animals look the way they do? How and when did all of 

these diverse body types evolve, and how do the forms of these bodies match their functions? By gaining an understanding 

of how the form of an animal relates to its function, you will gain a clearer picture of how animals have evolved over long 

periods of geologic time, as well as how these diverse organisms are related to each other and to their ecosystems. In this 

semester-long course, this grand story of animal biology will be told though the lens of Darwinian evolution. We will 

reinforce our understandings of the classic work of Charles Darwin and how natural selection has shaped the animals we 

see today. Towards the end of the semester, we will spend significant time on our own human “story” as we look closely at 

hominid evolution. Our own human odyssey has so many great questions. Where and what did humans evolve from? What 

prompted our ancestors to start walking upright? Why aren’t we nocturnal? Why do we still crave salts, fats, and sugary 

foods even today? The best thing about these questions is that many of them are not fully answered yet. This class will have 

a significant lab component focused mainly on animal dissections, observations of fossils, and the careful evaluation of 

evidence as we recreate one of the most fascinating stories ever told! 
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Bioethics 

The application of scientific discovery towards human benefit has a long history. In the last hundred years these applications 

have skyrocketed with major breakthroughs in our understanding of cellular principles. However, these have also raised 

difficult ethical questions about when and how these miraculous applications should be used. For example, is it ethical to 

allow athletes to use performance enhancements? Is it ethical to compel communities to vaccinate against dangerous 

diseases? Always? Under what conditions? How do we choose who lives and who dies when life-saving resources are 

scarce? Is it ethical to use a person’s body parts without consent for scientific or medical discoveries that can save someone 

else’s life? In this class we will ask those questions and start to understand how ethicists would approach answering those 

questions. Scientific thinking and ethical thinking share similarities but are also different. In general, scientists aim to 

understand whether an application of scientific principles to human benefit is possible, while ethicists aim to determine 

whether those applications should be carried out. Our class will be divided into four units. In each unit we will mine current 

biological topics for ethical dilemmas, learn the underlying biological concepts, and make conclusions about who or what 

can be affected by our solutions to the dilemmas. In the first unit we will answer the question, “what is bioethics?” In this 

introductory unit we will learn how to approach and answer ethical questions. We will use the current COVID pandemic as 

the backdrop for the second unit in which we will look at the ethics of considering individual versus community needs in 

preventing the spread of disease. In the third unit we will learn about the ethical implications of using human tissues in 

scientific and medical investigations. In the fourth unit we will discuss the ethical dilemmas in organ transplantation. In our 

final unit we will ask the question, “is it ethical to modify non-human organisms for our benefit?” Portfolio eligible 

assessments that are offered: Systems Thinking, Scientific Investigation, Technical Communication. 

 

Calculus 

This course is an introduction to the fundamental concepts of Differential and Integral Calculus. The course will be inquiry-

based and applications oriented, with students strengthening their understanding by exploring and applying the concepts 

being covered and carefully explaining the ideas in their own words. In the fall semester, the focus will be on the derivative, 

including developing the concept of quantifying change, developing techniques of differentiation, and applying the 

derivative to interesting problems. The opportunity will exist for interested students to explore more theoretical and abstract 

concepts of Calculus as appropriate. Students MUST have completed Precalculus and Trigonometry in order to enroll in 

Calculus, and they should expect to use almost all of their math knowledge from prior courses in new contexts. Supplemental 

work to strengthen those prior skills will be part of the work! 

 

Chemistry 

In this introductory chemistry course, students will explore the fundamental principles of chemistry which characterize the 

properties of matter and how it reacts. Students learn the properties of matter, how to measure these properties, and to 

develop the techniques of problem solving. Students learn atomic structure, formula writing, balancing equations, 

recognizing types of chemical reactions, periodicity, chemical bonding, and stoichiometry. These concepts will be taught 

in context to give students an understanding of the real world questions that can be answered using chemical principles. Lab 

investigation is used as an integral part of this course to develop key chemical concepts, teach basic laboratory techniques, 

and train students in data collection and analysis. Classroom dialogue and problem solving encourage students to think 

creatively, to analyze and question scientific information, and to foster independent and collaborative work habits. This is 

a lab based class that relies heavily on the use of algebra for problem-solving and depends on the foundation of chemistry 

set in Division 2 science. 

 

Financial Math 

In Financial Math, students develop their technology, problem-solving and technical communication skills by grappling 

with real-life problems of launching into financial adulthood. With extended technological challenges exploring areas like 

the purpose and function of banks or the critical elements of establishing a good credit history, seniors in this class are 

challenged to make meaning in the numbers and logical structure of spreadsheets. This is reinforced with real-world 

applications to their future life. Should you rent or buy a house? Are fancy car leases too good to be true? Is a potential 

spouse’s terrible credit score an unromantic deal breaker? The course has multiple Technology POWs which build to 

culminate in the final project asking students to answer the question: “How must I live today, so that I may live as I wish in 

the future?” in which each student uses all the spreadsheets developed in class to create a budget and plan to live life with 

an understanding of what the future may hold. 
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Physics 

This course will be an investigation of the fundamental rules that govern the physical world around us. It will, as much as 

possible, be a laboratory-based class, with students exploring and gaining an understanding of the laws of physics by seeing 

them in action. Significant emphasis is placed on using the content learned about Physics to support applying and developing 

the skills of Scientific Investigation, Mathematical Problem Solving and Technical Communication in the first semester and 

Scientific Investigation, Technology and Systems Thinking in the second semester. The primary Physics content focused 

on will be Mechanics. We will start with figuring out what is needed to define the motion of an object, then develop the 

formulas relating the different numerical quantities related to that motion. We will explore the ways to influence the motion 

of objects and more advanced methods of looking at the properties of objects in motion. 

 

Pre-Calc: Functions 

Pre-Calculus focuses on functions and their applications. The emphasis will be on refining your algebraic skills and 

developing efficient problem-solving processes. We will develop a more formal mathematical vocabulary for discussing 

functions and their behaviors and investigate the properties of several function families in depth. This class, when taken 

with Trigonometry, provides the necessary prerequisite for Calculus. 

 

Statistics 

What truths are revealed when we look at situations statistically? How can statistics “lie?” This course focuses on how data 

can be collected, analyzed, and presented to support an argument or draw conclusions. We will begin by reviewing 

descriptive statistics and learning some basic data-gathering techniques. We will then explore how we can predict the 

probability of particular events, and, ultimately, how truthfully we can make inferences about the world around us using 

statistical methods. Students will then have the opportunity to design statistical studies of their own, and implement them 

outside of class. This course will build on a student’s algebraic skills and will challenge students to develop a healthy 

skepticism toward all forms statistical analysis in the future. 

 

Trigonometry 

This course includes topics from trigonometry and geometry. We will begin with a quick review of right triangle 

trigonometry, and use this as a foundation for studying triangulation, the unit circle, and trigonometric functions. We will 

then use the laws of sines and cosines to solve problems in three-dimensional solid geometry, culminating in the design and 

construction of a geodesic dome! When taken with Advanced Algebra, this course can provide the necessary prerequisite 

for Calculus. 

 

 

SPANISH 

 

 

DIVISION I SPANISH  (Generally enrolled in 9th grade year) 

In Division 1, students are expected to acquire basic grammar and a limited range of vocabulary for a variety of academic 

and social purposes.  Students work to develop speaking and writing skills sufficient to communicate simple ideas about 

their lives as well as the cultures of Spanish-speaking peoples throughout the world.  To become familiar with authentic 

Spanish as it is spoken and written by native speakers; students begin to read authentic pieces of children’s literature and 

simplified versions of more complex texts.  Students listen and respond to examples of simplified and authentic speech.  

Throughout the year students apply their growing mastery over Spanish to perform a variety of plays, debates, dialogues, 

and simulations of real-life situations.  Students communicate their ideas in writing through stories, essays, poems, and 

letters. 

 

DIVISION II SPANISH (Generally a two year program) 

Division 2 Spanish students develop their speaking, writing, reading, and listening skills through cultural units that include 

new vocabulary and a review of past grammar, and new grammatical units (the imperative, future, conditional and present 

perfect tenses).  Students develop speaking and writing skills to communicate in depth about cultural and political issues, 

and they begin to read and listen to authentic literature, film and works in other media.  
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DIVISION III SPANISH (Semester long courses, recent samples shown) 

 

Contenido: ¡Conversaciónes y Composiciónes! 

Enfoque literario en cuentos cortos analizando el feminismo y la indiferencia hacia la mujer, sus ideologías, y su rol 

en diferentes ámbitos sociales y políticos. Los jóvenes y la inseguridad, pero también la esperanza y sus posibilidades 

hacia el futuro. La política y como esta tiene influencia en la vida de los ciudadanos latinoamericanos.  

In this course you will continue to develop your proficiency in Spanish. Together in Spanish, we explore the culture of Latin 

America through short stories from the book, Cuentos de Eva Luna, by Isabel Allende. Additional texts will include short 

stories, videos, history, music, and poetry. Students will engage in weekly writing, speaking, listening, and reading tasks to 

continue the language acquisition process. One objective will be to continue with the goals used in Division 1 and 2: using 

only Spanish; overcoming fear, taking risks, and celebrating mistakes; inferring meaning and using known language to 

communicate rather than relying on translation; and, contributing to a community in which all can learn. The other main 

objective is to understand, analyze and engage in discussions about more challenging texts. Together we will learn and 

apply new cultural knowledge to understand the Spanish-speaking world more fully. Students will also have the opportunity 

to complete an independent research project about a theme of their choice involving the Spanish-speaking world. There will 

be at least two opportunities to create a Spanish portfolio piece for the Graduation Portfolio. The expected level to engage 

successfully and be able to complete a portfolio eligible piece in this course is Intermediate High or above. Seniors are not 

required to meet on a piece in Spanish Division III but must demonstrate progress to pass the class. 

 

La Literatura Caribeña 

Essential question: What have been the dominant cultural influences in the Caribbean? 

To engage in this class successfully, students must be able to interpret (read and listen) at the Advanced level and must be 

able to write and speak at the Intermediate High level or above to meet standards for a portfolio-eligible piece. 

In this course you will continue to develop your proficiency in Spanish. Together in Spanish, we explore the culture of the 

Caribbean through various texts, including Antes de Ser Libres, by Julia Alvares and the movie En el Tiempo de las 

Mariposas. This class relies on students reading and analyzing difficult texts both in and out of class. Additional texts will 

include short stories, videos, history, music, and poetry. Students will engage in weekly writing, speaking, listening, and 

reading tasks to continue the language acquisition process. We will also increase our learning around grammar, especially 

around various verbs forms. Students will work to further their ability to write more fluidly by using increased academic 

language and transitions. Students will also continue to with the goals used in Division 1 and 2: using only Spanish; 

overcoming fear, taking risks, and celebrating mistakes; inferring meaning and using known language to communicate 

rather than relying on translation; and, contributing to a community in which all can learn. There will be at least two 

opportunities to create a Spanish portfolio piece for the Graduation Portfolio. Seniors are not required to meet on a piece in 

Spanish Division III but must complete all work and demonstrate progress, starting at least at the Intermediate Mid-level 

(presentational and interpersonal) and Intermediate High level (interpretive) to pass the class. 

 

Las regiones de España/ The Regions of Spain 

Essential Questions: Why would Catalonia want to separate from Spain? Why do the Spanish identify so strongly with their 

region? What have the dominant cultural influences been in Spain?  

In this course we will explore the cultural diversity of Spain through its regions and its history. Some of the themes we’ll 

explore are: architecture; Andalusia and its Moorish influence, as well as its dance; the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) and 

the period of dictatorship in Spain through the book La Hija del Sastre and the Spanish miniseries, El Tiempo Entre 

Costuras; and lastly, the political situation today in Catalonia. Among grammatical themes that we’ll study are the two main 

forms of the past tense (preterit and imperfect), as well as more precision with the present tense, prepositions, transitions, 

and more academic language. As we explore this content together, we will work to continue our goals from Divisions 1 and 

2 Spanish: using only Spanish, supporting the flow of language, taking risks and celebrating mistakes, and building a 

supportive community in which all can learn. There will be at least two opportunities to create a Spanish portfolio piece for 

the Graduation Portfolio. Seniors are not required to meet on a piece in Division 3 Spanish but must demonstrate progress 

and substantially engage with all work to pass the class. To engage in this class successfully, students must be able to 

interpret (read and listen) at the Advanced Low level and must be able to write and speak at the Intermediate Mid-level or 

above. To successfully complete a portfolio-eligible piece, students must be able to communicate in writing and/or speaking 

at the Intermediate High level or above. 

 


