
 

Avoid the End of the Reprobate 
Introduction 
Proverbs 17 offers practical wisdom for living faithfully, even in a world where “evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived” (2 Timothy 3:13). In 2 
Timothy 3, Paul urges Timothy to hold fast to Scripture amidst trials, warning against a 
reprobate life—one that seems stable but crumbles under pressure. Proverbs 17 provides 
actionable steps to build a faithful, resilient life grounded in God’s truth. 

 
How to Stay Faithful 

●​ Be Content with What You Have (Proverbs 17:1)​
A simple meal with peace is better than abundance with strife. Cultivate gratitude for 
what God provides, resisting the temptation to covet more. Contentment builds a stable 
heart that withstands pressure. 

●​ Be Faithful in Your Responsibilities (Proverbs 17:2)​
A wise servant who fulfills duties well gains trust and inheritance, outshining a shameful 
son. Diligence in small tasks prepares you for greater roles. Stay faithful in what God 
entrusts to you. 

●​ Embrace God’s Refining Work (Proverbs 17:3)​
Just as a furnace purifies gold, God tests and refines hearts through trials. Submit to His 
discipline without resentment to grow stronger in faith, avoiding the fragility of a 
reprobate life. 

●​ Guard Against Deceptive Words (Proverbs 17:4)​
Wicked people listen to lies and harmful speech. Anchor yourself in God’s truth to 
discern and reject deceit, protecting your integrity from corruption. 

●​ Avoid Condescension and Evil Intent (Proverbs 17:5)​
Mocking the poor or rejoicing in others’ misfortunes dishonors God. Practice humility and 
compassion, recognizing everyone’s value as God’s creation. 

●​ Think Long-Term (Proverbs 17:6)​
Grandchildren are a crown to the aged, and parents are the glory of their children. Live 
with integrity to leave a godly legacy that blesses future generations. 

●​ Speak Truthfully (Proverbs 17:7)​
Lies, especially from leaders, reveal folly. Let your words reflect honesty and build trust, 
aligning with God’s call to truthful speech. 

●​ Forgive and Preserve Relationships (Proverbs 17:9)​
Covering a transgression promotes love, while gossip destroys friendships. Choose 
forgiveness and wisdom to maintain harmony, verifying facts before acting. 

●​ Welcome Correction (Proverbs 17:10)​
A wise person heeds rebuke, but fools ignore it. Embrace correction to grow in wisdom, 
avoiding the losses fools face: 

●​ Wisdom: Fools reject instruction, even in hardship. 
●​ Peace: Evil men seek conflict, not humility. 
●​ Safety: Fools harm those around them. 
●​ Heritage: Evil actions bring lasting consequences, as seen in biblical examples 

like Absalom. 


