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I joined St Vincent de Paul 10 years ago because of the way that SVdP handles helping people. It 

was so different from what I had seen in any other organization before. We visit the people we 

help in person. What a difference that makes! Not just for the people we see but for ourselves. 

We meet face to face with the neighbor we’re serving. We see their stress, worries and tears, 

and can comfort them and tell them they are not alone. That God has heard their prayers, which 

is such a blessing and a relief. We are forever changed every time we have the privilege to visit a 

neighbor. 

Our local conference, even though it is small, makes a huge difference in the lives of so many 

people who just need some support or money to be able to pay their rent and stay in their 

apartment or pay for their utilities to have electricity and hot water for their kids. The donations 

you make are the difference between a single mom, with kids, getting to have a roof over their 

head or being evicted and having to live in a shelter or in their car. 

These are some of the cases we worked on made possible by your contributions. 

A single mom with a 7-year-old son who couldn’t cover the rent because she works in a 

company’s food service where employees don’t come to the office over the holidays. This 

means she doesn’t get paid but still has a rent bill to pay. She tried to save as much as she could 

to cover those months when she didn’t make as much, but she was short on the rent and 

needed to buy time until she got paid again. She was late and received an eviction notice. She 

was so worried about not knowing if she would make it and if she and her son would be evicted. 

But we were able to help her cover the past due rent and the family stayed in their apartment. 

A young 26-year-old woman who was laid off and then couldn’t cover her rent. She became very 

depressed and stuck. During our visit we gave her a lot of resources she could investigate to get 

a job, go to a food bank, and get all types of help. By the end of our time together, she was so 

happy because we listened and provided some hope. She had felt so alone before we met her, 

but afterwards she felt so much better. She had no idea these resources existed and was 

grateful for having someone to talk to as she had not spoken to anybody for weeks. 

 

A mom with two kids worked two jobs but lost one of them. Her second job was as a caregiver. 

The person she was serving was elderly and passed away, so she lost that job. She needed 

temporary help until she received her paycheck from a new job selling insurance. Our rent help 

meant the difference between staying in her apartment and being evicted. Both she and her son 

talked to us, and they felt seen and heard. 



What a blessing this ministry is, and I want you to know that your monetary help and prayers 

are making a difference in this world. The people we help say they will pass along the kindness 

and help others. Thank you for being on this journey with us. 

 You can donate to St. Vincent de Paul online - be sure to click fund "118-St. Vincent de Paul" in 

the dropdown menu. If you wish to join our team of Vincentians, please contact Diane Murphy 

via email: svdp@stjude-redmond.org 
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