
 

 

   

 FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR                 OCTOBER 23, 2025 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 
AT ST JUDE THIS WEEKEND— 
THE FEAST OF SAINT JUDE  
This Sunday at all the masses St. Jude celebrates its  
patronal feast.  We give thanks to God for such a good 
heavenly patron and once again ask his help. It is a  
wonderful opportunity to marvel at all God has done at  
St. Jude in the past 47 years in and through its  
parishioners.  God has indeed blessed us.  I am so grateful 
to God for all the many generations of parishioners who 
have shared their faith, nurtured a culture of service, and 
offered so generously their time, talent, and treasure to 
make St. Jude what it is today.  Heartfelt thanks to you all!  
Let us celebrate!  Please join us in celebrating St. Jude at 
all the Masses (at St. Jude) and for the International  
Potluck after the 11 AM Mass to continue the celebration.   
St. Jude… pray for us! 
 
POPE LEO ON THE RESURRECTION 
The event of the resurrection of the Jesus Christ is at the 
heart of our faith.  It changed everything for us.  As the  
Jubilee year draw to a close, Pope Leo has been offering 
catecheses at his weekly general audience reflecting on 
various aspects of this mystery at the heart of our faith. 
This week, I would like to share one I thought was  
particularly meaningful to ponder: 
 
Today I would like to invite you to reflect on a surprising 
aspect of Christ's Resurrection: his humility. If we think 
back to the Gospel accounts, we realize that the risen Lord 
does nothing spectacular to impose himself on the faith of 
his disciples. He does not appear surrounded by hosts of 
angels, he does not perform spectacular feats, he does not 
deliver solemn speeches to reveal the secrets of the  
universe. On the contrary, he approaches discreetly, like 
any other wayfarer, like a hungry man asking to share 
some bread (cf. Lk 24:15, 41). Mary Magdalene mistakes 
him for a gardener (cf. Jn 20:15). The disciples of Emmaus 
believe him to be a stranger (cf. Lk 24:18). Peter and the 
other fishermen think he is just a passer-by (cf. Jn 21:4). 
We would have expected special effects, signs of power, 
overwhelming evidence. But the Lord does not seek this: 
he prefers the language of proximity, of normality, of  
sharing a meal. 
 
Brothers and sisters, there is a valuable message in this: 
the Resurrection is not a theatrical coup; it is a silent  
transformation that fills every human gesture with meaning. 
The risen Jesus eats a piece of fish in front of his disciples: 
this is not a marginal detail, it is confirmation that our body, 
our history, our relationships are not a shell to be thrown 
away. They are destined for the fullness of life.  
Resurrection does not mean becoming evanescent spirits, 
but entering into a deeper communion with God and with 
our brothers and sisters, in a humanity transfigured by love. 
In the Pasch of Christ, everything can become grace. Even 
the most ordinary things: eating, working, waiting, taking 
care of the house, supporting a friend. The Resurrection 
does not remove life from time and effort, but changes its 
meaning and “flavor”. Every gesture performed in gratitude 
and communion anticipates the Kingdom of God. 
 

 
 
However, there is an obstacle that often prevents us from 
recognizing Christ’s presence in our daily lives: the  
assumption that joy must be free from suffering. The  
disciples of Emmaus walk sadly because they hoped for a 
different ending, for a Messiah who did not know the cross. 
Although they have heard that the tomb is empty, they  
cannot smile. But Jesus walks alongside them and  
patiently helps them understand that pain is not the denial 
of the promise, but the way through which God has  
manifested the measure of his love (cf. Lk 24:13-27). 
When they are finally seated at the table with him and 
break bread, their eyes are opened. They realize that their 
hearts were already burning, even though they did not 
know it (cf. Lk 24:28-32). This is the greatest surprise: to 
discover that beneath the ashes of disenchantment and 
weariness there is always a living ember, waiting only to be 
rekindled. 
 
Brothers and sisters, Christ’s resurrection teaches us that 
no history is so marked by disappointment or sin that it  
cannot be visited by hope. No fall is definitive, no night is 
eternal, no wound is destined to remain open forever.  
However distant, lost or unworthy we may feel, there is no 
distance that can extinguish the unfailing power of God’s 
love. Sometimes we think that the Lord comes to visit us 
only in moments of contemplation or spiritual fervor, when 
we feel worthy, when our lives appear orderly and bright. 
Instead, the Risen One is close to us precisely in the  
darkest places: in our failures, in our frayed relationships,  
in the daily struggles that weigh on our shoulders, in the 
doubts that discourage us. Nothing that we are, no  
fragment of our existence, is foreign to him. 
 
Today, the risen Lord walks alongside each of us, as we 
travel our paths – those of work and commitment, but also 
those of suffering and loneliness – and with infinite delicacy 
asks us to let him warm our hearts. He does not impose 
himself loudly; he does not demand to be recognized  
immediately. He waits patiently for the moment when our 
eyes will open to see his friendly face, capable of  
transforming disappointment into hopeful expectation,  
sadness into gratitude, resignation into hope. The Risen 
One desires only to manifest his presence, to become our 
companion on the road and to kindle in us the certainty that 
his life is stronger than any death. Let us then ask for the 
grace to recognize his humble and discreet presence, not 
to expect a life without trials, to discover that every pain, if 
inhabited by love, can become a place of communion.   
And so, like the disciples of Emmaus, we too return to our 
homes with hearts burning with joy. A simple joy that does 
not erase wounds, but illuminates them. A joy that comes 
from the certainty that the Lord is alive, walks with us, and 
gives us the possibility to start again at every moment. 
POPE LEO 
 
Blessings on your week,  
 
Fr Johnson 



 

 

Monday, October  27 
9:00 AM    Daily Mass 
10:00 AM Women of Faith 
7:00 PM    Confirmation Class #3 
 

Tuesday, October 28 
No Daily Mass 
9:00 AM   Catholic Schoolhouse 
                All Saints Day Party 
5:30 PM   Faith Formation K-6 
6:00 PM   Adult Confirmation 
 

Wednesday, October 29 
8:30 AM   Confessions 
9:00 AM   Daily Mass 
11:00 AM Funeral Mass for Kimberly Kusters 
7:00 PM   House of Prayer 
7:00 PM   Gospel Choir Rehearsal  
                (for 11AM Masses) 
 

Thursday, October 30 
9:00 AM   Daily Mass 
12:15 PM Steps to Freedom 
1:00 PM   Rosary Cenacle 
6:30 PM   Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
                (for 9AM Masses) 
6:30 PM   Knights of Columbus- 
                 Officers Meeting 
7:00 PM   OCIA 
 

Friday,  October 31 All Hallow’s Eve 
9:00 AM  Daily Mass 
9:30 AM  Adoration until 9PM 
10:00 AM Guardians & Angels 
 

Saturday, November 1 All Saints Day 
9:00 AM    All Saints Day Mass 
10:30 AM  Lectors Refresher Course 
3:30 PM   Confessions  
5:00 PM   Saturday Vigil Mass 
                  Wine & Cheese after Mass 
 

Sunday, November 2 All Souls Day 
9:00 AM   Sunday Mass 
11:00 AM  Sunday Mass 
                 Coffee & Donuts after both Masses 
6:30 PM    Teen Group 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 WEEKLY CALENDAR All Saints Day  

Party      10AM 

Oct 28, 2025 Tuesday 

Catholic Schoolhouse, our 
homeschool community, in-
vites everyone to join us for 
an All Saints Day Party on 
Tuesday, October 28, 10 
AM, in the Parish Hall. 
Come celebrate the joy of 

the saints with food, games, and fun activities, 
including a “Guess a Saint” challenge. Children 
are welcome to dress up as their favorite saint.  
All parishioners are welcome to share in this  
festive, faith-filled celebration! 

“Let us turn to the example of the saints. They 
were people like us, flesh and bone, with failings 
and weaknesses, who managed to conquer and 
master themselves for the love of God. Let us 
consider their lives and, like bees who distill  
precious nectar from each flower, we shall learn 
from their struggles.”  
         -St. Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer 

Nov 2 is All Souls Day 
Prayer for the Faithful Departed 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon 
them. May their souls and all the 
souls of the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  


