
 

 

   

 FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR                     JULY 25, 2025 

Dear friends in Christ,  
 
During these beautiful weeks of Summer, I want to invite 
us to get to know our new Pope, Pope Leo XIV.  Over 
these weeks, while I am away on vacation.  I am sharing 
some excerpts from homilies which he has given over 
the last number of weeks.  Today, I offer some portions 
of his homily for the Jubilee of Families, Children, 
Grandparents and the Elderly given on the 7th Sunday of 
Easter: 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
The Gospel we have just heard shows us Jesus, at the 
Last Supper, praying on our behalf (cf. Jn 17:20). The 
Word of God, made man, as he nears the end of his 
earthly life, thinks of us, his brothers and sisters, and 
becomes a blessing, a prayer of petition and praise to 
the Father, in the power of the Holy Spirit. As we  
ourselves, full of wonder and trust, enter into Jesus’ 
prayer, we become, thanks to his love, part of a great 
plan that concerns all of humanity. 
 
Christ prays that we may “all be one” (v. 21). This is the 
greatest good that we can desire, for this universal union 
brings about among his creatures the eternal  
communion of love that is God himself: the Father who 
gives life, the Son who receives it and the Spirit who 
shares it. 
 
The Lord does not want us, in this unity, to be a  
nameless and faceless crowd. He wants us to be one: 
“As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they 
also be in us” (v. 21). The unity for which Jesus prays is 
thus a communion grounded in the same love with 
which God loves, which brings life and salvation into the 
world. As such, it is firstly a gift that Jesus comes to 
bring. From his human heart, the Son of God prays to 
the Father in these words: “I in them and you in me, that 
they may become completely one, so that the world may 
know that you have sent me and have loved them even 
as you have loved me” (v. 23). 
 
Let us listen with amazement to these words. Jesus is 
telling us that God loves us as he loves himself. The  
Father does not love us any less than he loves his  
only-begotten Son. In other words, with an infinite love. 
God does not love less, because he loves first, from the 
very beginning! Christ himself bears witness to this 
when he says to the Father: “You loved me before the 
foundation of the world” (v. 24). And so it is: in his mercy, 
God has always desired to draw all people to himself. It 
is his life, bestowed upon us in Christ, that makes us 
one, uniting us with one another. 
 
Listening to this Gospel today, during the Jubilee of 
Families, Children, Grandparents and the Elderly, fills us 
with joy. 
 
Dear friends, we received life before we ever desired it. 
As Pope Francis said: “all of us are sons and daughters,  

 
 
but none of us chose to be born” (Angelus, 1 January  
2025). Not only that. As soon as we were born, we 
needed others in order to live; left to ourselves, we 
would not have survived. Someone else saved us by 
caring for us in body and spirit. All of us are alive today 
thanks to a relationship, a free and freeing relationship 
of human kindness and mutual care. 
 
That human kindness is sometimes betrayed. As for  
example, whenever freedom is invoked not to give life, 
but to take it away, not to help, but to hurt. Yet even in 
the face of the evil that opposes and takes life, Jesus 
continues to pray to the Father for us. His prayer acts as 
a balm for our wounds; it speaks to us of forgiveness 
and reconciliation. That prayer makes fully meaningful 
our experience of love for one another as parents, 
grandparents, sons and daughters. That is what we 
want to proclaim to the world: we are here in order to be 
“one” as the Lord wants us to be “one,” in our families 
and in those places where we live, work and study.  
Different, yet one; many, yet one; always, in every  
situation and at every stage of life. 
 
Dear friends, if we love one another in this way,  
grounded in Christ, who is “the Alpha and the Omega,” 
“the beginning and the end” (cf. Rev 22:13), we will be a 
sign of peace for everyone, in society and the world. Let 
us not forget: families are the cradle of the future of  
humanity. 
 
In recent decades, we have received a sign that fills us 
with joy but also makes us think. It is the fact that  
several spouses have been beatified and canonized, not 
separately, but as married couples. I think of Louis and 
Zélie Martin, the parents of Saint Therese of the Child 
Jesus; and of Blessed Luigi and Maria Beltrame  
Quattrocchi, who raised a family in Rome in the last  
century. And let us not forget the Ulma family from  
Poland: parents and children, united in love and  
martyrdom. I said that this is a sign that makes us think.  
 
By pointing to them as exemplary witnesses of married 
life, the Church tells us that today’s world needs the 
marriage covenant in order to know and accept God’s 
love and to defeat, thanks to its unifying and reconciling 
power, the forces that break down relationships and  
societies. 
 
For this reason, with a heart filled with gratitude and 
hope, I would remind all married couples that marriage 
is not an ideal but the measure of true love between a 
man and a woman: a love that is total, faithful and fruitful 
(cf. SAINT PAUL VI, Humanae Vitae, 9). This love 
makes you one flesh and enables you, in the image of 
God, to bestow the gift of life… POPE LEO XIV 
 
Blessings on your week! 
Fr. Johnson 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2025/documents/20250101-angelus.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_25071968_humanae-vitae.html


 

 

FREE to all St. Jude Parishioners 
 

Discover thousands of books, audio talks,  
movies, documentaries and studies…  

there is something for every member of the  
family to help them grow closer to Christ and  

His Church. 
 

Available from home or on the go on any internet 
connected device, and FREE to all St. Jude  

Parishioners.  
Go to www.formed.org/signup to get started. 

Monday, July 28 
9:00 AM    Daily Mass 
10:00 AM Women of Faith 
 
Tuesday, July 29 
No Daily Mass 
 
Wednesday, July 30 
8:30 AM   Confessions 
9:00 AM   Daily Mass 
7:00 PM   House of Prayer 
 
Thursday, July 31 
9:00 AM   Daily Mass 
12:15 PM Steps to Freedom 
1:00 PM   Rosary Cenacle 
 
Friday,  August 1 
9:00 AM Daily Mass 
9:30 AM Benediction then Adoration until 9PM 
7:00 PM Holy Hour 
 
Saturday, August 2 
3:30 PM   Confessions  
5:00 PM   Saturday Vigil Mass 
5:30 PM    Vino with a View  
                 (Holy Innocents Church, Duvall) 
 
Sunday, August 3 
9:00 AM   Sunday Mass 
11:00 AM  Sunday Mass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JULY 
For the youth of our archdiocese,  

that they grow in their relationship with  
Jesus Christ. 

 

 WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Prayer for Hope 

Lord, Restore my hope!  

Where I fear the future,  

write a new script in my heart.  

Where I doubt Your goodness,  

fill me anew.  

Give me steadfast hope for a beautiful 
tomorrow.  

Amen. 

 

LET US PRAY 


