
 

 

  
FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR                                 JANUARY 25, 2026 

Dear friends in Christ,  
 
We can never overestimate the importance of 
Baptism to the Christian life.  It is the way Christ 
first claims us as his beloved sons and daughters 
and pours forth his saving grace into us.  This is 
why it is so important that we have our children 
baptized without delay, ideally in the first month 
or two after birth.   We want the gift of Christ’s  
divine life to dwell within them.  We want them to 
grow up in the richness of the faith.   On the 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, Pope Leo spoke 
powerfully on the importance of Baptism and its 
significance, as he celebrated Mass and baptized 
the children of employees of the Vatican.  His 
short homily is well worth reading to deepen our 
appreciation of this sacrament at the heart of the 
Christian life: 

 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
When the Lord enters history, he comes with an 
open and humble heart to meet each person. 
He seeks our gaze with his own, full of love, and  
enters into dialogue with us, revealing the Word 
of salvation. By becoming man, the Son of God 
opens a surprising possibility for everyone,  
inaugurating a new and unexpected time – one 
that even the prophets had not fully foreseen. 
 

John the Baptist immediately perceives this and 
asks Jesus: “I need to be baptized by you, and  
do you come to me?” (Mt 3:14). Like light in the 
darkness, the Lord is found where we do not  
expect him. He is the Holy One among sinners, 
choosing to dwell in our midst without keeping 
his distance. Indeed, he fully takes upon himself 
all that is human. “Let it be so now,” Jesus  
replies to John, “for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfil all righteousness” (v. 15). What  
righteousness is this? It is God’s righteousness, 
which in the Baptism of Jesus brings about our 
justification. In his infinite mercy, the Father 
makes us righteous through his Christ, the one 
Savior of all. How does this happen? Jesus 
turns his baptism in the Jordan by John into a 
new sign of death and resurrection, of  
forgiveness and communion. This is the  
sacrament we celebrate today for these  
children: because God loves them, they  
become Christians – our brothers and sisters. 
 

 
 
The children you now hold in your arms are  
transformed into new creatures. Just as they 
have received life from you, their parents, so 
now they receive the grace by which to live it: 
faith. When we know that something is  
essential, we immediately seek it for those we 
love. Indeed, who among us would leave  
newborn infants without clothing or  
nourishment, waiting until they are grown to 
choose how to dress and what to eat? Dear 
brothers and sisters, if food and clothing are 
necessary for life, faith is even more vital,  
because in God, life finds salvation. 
 

God’s providential love is made present on 
earth through you, the mothers and fathers who 
ask for faith for your children. Certainly, the day 
will come when they will be too heavy to carry in 
your arms; and the day will also come when 
they will be the ones to support you. May  
Baptism, which unites us in the one family of the 
Church, sanctify your families at every moment, 
granting strength and steadfastness to the love 
that binds you together. 
 

The gestures we are about to perform are  
beautiful signs of this: the water of the font is the 
washing in the Spirit that cleanses from all sin; 
the white garment is the new robe that God the 
Father gives us for the eternal feast of his  
Kingdom; the candle lit from the Paschal candle 
is the light of the risen Christ, which illumines 
our path. I wish for you to continue along this 
path with joy throughout the year that has just 
begun and for all of your lives, confident that the 
Lord will always accompany your steps.   
POPE LEO 

 

When we bless ourselves with Holy Water as we 
come into Church, let as recall our baptism, who 
we are in Christ, and who we are called to be.  
 

Blessings on your week! 
Fr Johnson 



 

 

Monday, January 26 
9:00 AM    Daily Mass 
10:00 AM Women of Faith 
 

Tuesday, January 27 
No Daily Mass 
5:30 PM   Faith Formation K-6 
 

Wednesday, January 28 
8:30 AM   Confessions 
9:00 AM   Daily Mass 
7:00 PM   House of Prayer 
7:00 PM   Gospel Choir Rehearsal  
                (for 11AM Mass) 
 

Thursday, January 29 
9:00 AM   Daily Mass 
12:15 PM Steps to Freedom 
1:00 PM   Rosary Cenacle 
6:30 PM   Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
                (for 9AM Mass) 
7:00 PM   OCIA 
7:00 PM   Knights of Columbus— 
        Officers Meeting 
 

Friday,  January 30 
9:00 AM  Daily Mass 
9:30 AM   Adoration until 6PM 
10:00 AM Guardians & Angels 
6:30 PM   Confirmation Rehearsal 
 

Saturday, January 31 
3:30 PM   Confessions  
5:00 PM   Saturday Vigil Mass 
 

Sunday, February 1 
9:00 AM   Sunday Mass 
11:00 AM  Sunday Mass 
       Coffee & Donuts after both Masses 
6:30 PM    Teen Group 
 

  
WEEKLY CALENDAR 

 
 
 
 
 

 

! Safety Reminder ! 

With WINTER upon us, we want to remind all our 
parishioners that SAFETY doesn’t just  

happen, it is PRACTICED. 

• Use handrails when going down the stairs,  
especially in inclement weather. 

• Get dropped off/picked up at the front door  
of church, if needed, to minimize walking on  
slippery sidewalks. 

• When walking on icy pavement, tread  
carefully. 

• Accessible Parking is located on the lower level 
parking lot behind the Parish Hall. 

• There is an elevator just inside the entrance to 
the Parish Hall that goes right up to the church. 

• If you see a potential hazard, please inform  
parish staff. 

February 2, 2026 

Feast of the Presentation 

of the Lord & 

Blessing of the Candles 

At 9AM Mass 

 
When Jesus was presented in the temple, Simeon 
takes the child in his arms and proclaims that He 
is to be a “light to all the nations.” This theme of 
“Christ the Light” makes February 2nd the day 
when the Church blesses candles and why this 
feast is also known as “candlemas.” You are invit-
ed to bring any candles from home and we will 
have candles available for you as well: we will 
bless all these candles at the beginning of Mass. 


