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Dear friends in Christ,

| have been away on my annual retreat this past week. | am so grateful for your prayers while | was
away and for the wonderful way you all sang the praises of God and renewed your faith this past
Holy Week and Easter. Our celebrations together gave me such hope.

| want to begin this letter focusing on the mystery of the resurrection so central to our faith. The first
words of the Risen Lord to his disciples on the evening of the day of the resurrection were: Peace
be with you! These are the words the Lord speaks to us once again today. No matter what difficulty
or circumstance we may find we find ourselves in, the Lord says to us: Peace be with you! The Lord
wants us to know that he is with us in whatever suffering and tribulations we are experiencing. He
wants us to know that sin and death will not have the final word. He wants to give us a new horizon
of hope in which to place our trust: in a peace that the world cannot give. In days of great
uncertainty and when war is waged in so many places, we need to remember that very promise

he gave: a peace that the world cannot give.

We have great reason to hope in the resurrection of the Lord. Because as St. Peter puts it, we do
not follow “some cleverly disguised myth” but have our faith through eyewitness accounts. As

St. John reminds us that the apostles reported, “what we have heard, what we have seen with our
eyes, what we looked upon and touched with our hands.” Yet being distant from these events, and
experiencing the types of things we are going through now, we too often doubt like St. Thomas in
the gospel. We say with him, “unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into
the nail marks, and put my hand into his side, | will not believe.” Jesus invites us at Mass this
weekend to believe in him and the testimony of St. Thomas - who actually did touch him and he
invites us believe in Jesus and his resurrection. As the Lord Jesus put it, we are even more blessed
by our faith in him at a distance, “Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”

Many thanks to all who made our celebrations of Holy Week and Easter so beautiful this year.

| especially want to thank all the behind-the-scenes volunteers who did so much, our liturgical
ministers, musicians, and staff who gave so much of themselves that we might worship well
together. | also want to thank the Syro Malabar community at St. Jude. It was a joy to have you
here and we are grateful for all you did to contribute to the beauty of Easter. We have a wonderful
family of churches in St. Anthony, Holy Innocents and St. Jude. | am so grateful for your faith and
cooperative spirit. | cannot begin to thank you all enough for your dedication, generous service, love
of our parishes, and most of all your love of the Lord!

The Lord is truly risen! Let us rejoice and be glad!
Alleluia!

The Lord is truly risen! Let us rejoice and be glad!
Alleluia!

Blessings on your week!

Fr. Johnson




WEEKIYSCEALEN IDAK:

Monday, April 13

9:00 AM Daily Mass

10:00 AM Women of Faith

6:00 PM ASCEND Eucharistic Revival
All Hands Meeting

Tuesday, April 14
No Daily Mass

Wednesday, April 15
8:30 AM Confessions
9:00 AM Daily Mass
7:00 PM House of Prayer: No Greater Love
7:00 PM Gospel Choir Rehearsal
(for 11AM Mass)

Thursday, April 16

9:00 AM Daily Mass

12:15 PM Steps to Freedom

1:00 PM Rosary Cenacle

5:30 PM Microsoft Mass

6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(for 9AM Mass)

6:30 PM Knights of Columbus -
Fourth Degree Meeting

7:00 PM OCIA

7:00 PM St. Vincent de Paul Meeting

Friday, April 17

9:00 AM Daily Mass

9:30 AM Adoration until 9PM
10:00 AM Guardians & Angels

Saturday, April 18
9:00 AM—4:00 PM
Life With the Holy Spirit Retreat
3:30 PM Confessions
5:00 PM Saturday Vigil Mass
Wine and Cheese after Mass

Sunday, April 19
9:00 AM Sunday Mass
11:00 AM Sunday Mass
Coffee & Donuts after both Masses

PARTNERS

IN THE GOSPEL

St Jude | Holy Innocents
i’ Mission Church of St. Anthony




