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NTSB At A Glance

« Independent federal agency

 Investigate civil aviation accidents in the U.S. and significant
events in the other modes of transportation

« Determine probable cause and issue safety recommendations
* No regulatory authority

« Five Board Members nominated by the President and
confirmed by the Senate to serve 5-year terms

« A staff of more than 400 investigators, analysts, researchers,
and others support the mission

Aircraft Builders Council, September 28, 2026



NTSB At A Glance (continued)

« Since 1967/, the NTSB has investigated more than

150,000 aviation accidents and thousands of

President Johnson signs the

significant events in other modes of transportation

Department of Transportation

] Act of 1966 that created the
« More than 15,000 safety recommendations NTSE.

resulting from NTSB investigations issued to almost

2,500 recipients in all transportation modes

Aircraft Builders Council, September 28, 2026
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Investigation Process

On Scene Fact Gathering Public Hearing Board Meeting Final Report Beyond the
Investigation

A
Runway Overrun During Landing
Peninsula Aviation Services Inc.
d.b.a. PenAir flight 3296

Saab 2000, N686PA

Abstract: This report discurses the October 17, 2019, accident involving  Sasb SA-
2000 irplane. operated by Peninsula Avistion Services Inc. d.b.a. Penr fight 3296,

“Go Team” Preliminary report Depositions Findings Published Track progress
Groups & parties Investigative Witnesses Conclusions 2-4 weeks after of safety
. ] oo . Board meeting recommendations
Family assistance P Docket opening Probable cause
Safety advocacy
Media briefings Recorder transcript ~ Safety

recommendations

News releases

investigat

Aircraft Builders Council, September 28, 2026




Our Mission

Making transportation safer. We carry out our mission by—
« Maintaining our congressionally mandated independence
» Conducting objective, thorough investigations and safety studies

« Deciding, fairly and objectively, appeals of enforcement actions by the FAA
and US Coast Guard and certificate denials by the FAA

« Advocating implementation of safety recommendations
 Assisting victims and survivors of transportation disasters and their families

15 Aircraft Builders Council, September 28, 2026




Insights from the DCA Midair Collision
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History of Flight/Overview

« January 29, 2025 about 8:48pm local
time
« US Army Black Hawk helicopter

(PAT25) & PSA Airlines CRJ700 (Flight
5342) over the Potomac River

« 6/ fatalities: 64 onboard the airplane, 3
onboard the helicopter

« PAT25 on a training mission for an
annual proficiency and readiness test,
traveling south along the Potomac
River

=4 Runway 1




History of Flight/Overview

* Flight 5342 inbound from south
visual RWY 1, asked if they could
circle RWY 33

* One controller at DCA ATCT
working combined helicopter and
local controller

 PAT25 requested visual
separation from Flight 5342,

confirming aircraft in sight attwo | i MGIEaPWS . G - el f
different points in flight - e o WG R e e
- =g X A . Sl \iES- \ S %

4BARGES.COM

Insights from the DCA Midair Collision




History of Flight/Overview

Time: 2046:02

White NVG

Right windshield

Right window

Locations of flight 5342 and PAT25 from Simulated view from right seat of PAT25
2045:27 through 2047:59

19 Insights from the DCA Midair Collision NTSB




History of Fllght/Overwew

« As the flights converged, ~20 seconds ]
before impact, controller asked PAT25 if 3""3‘\\\
they had the airplane in sight o 75@
o ) "o 200 ,04
« PAT25 again indicated they had the %;150 p’ao%d
airplane in sight and requested visual < S %'0’06%
separation : corridor “,
56 73
 The ATCT controller did not issue a 11 PotomacnRiver T___L
5,000 4,000 3 OOO 2 000 1 OOO 0 -1,000

safety alert to either aircraft

Distance to runway 33 threshold (ft)
« Collided .5 miles from Ronald Reagan Cross section showing the notional

Washington Airport (DCA) separation between Route 4 and a

PAPI-guided visual approach to runway
33, according to FAA charts and aerial
photogrammetry analysis

20 Insights from the DCA Midair Collision




What We Found: Indicators of Midair Collision Risk

« Safety data showed evidence of midair collision risk between airplanes and
helicopters near DCA

« Stakeholders had limited awareness of data

« Some systems not used to track aircraft close proximity encounters before
accident

« No standard definition of close proximity encounter
« Delay in occurrence reviews

» Helicopter operators not aware of involvement in TCAS events

Insights from the DCA Midair Collision




50 Safety Recommendations

ADS-B In Reguirement:

Require all aircraft operating in airspace where ADS-B Out
iIs mandated to also equip ADS-B In with dynamic cockpit
traffic displays and audible alerts. Simulations showed
ADS-B In would have provided critical advance warnings to
both crews prior to impact.

22 Insights from the DCA Midair Collision
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Aviation Safety Action Program (ASAP)

e... Advisory

of Transportation .

Federal Aviation C ircu I ar

Administration

subject: Aviation Safety Action Program Date: 3/31/20 AC No: 120-66C
Initiated by: AFS-200 Change:

26 Aircraft Builders Council, September 28, 2026




History of ASAP

Program that encourages employees of airlines to report safety concerns and
violations to the ASAP ERC, without fear that the FAA will use submitted ASAP
reports to take legal enforcement action against them.
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Under an ASAP, safety issues are resolved through corrective action rather than
through punishment or discipline.




ASAP safety data, much of which would otherwise be unobtainable, is used to develop
corrective actions for identified safety concerns, and to educate the appropriate parties to
prevent a reoccurrence of the same type of safety event

Year and Specific Anomalies
2015 2016 2017

Number of Incidents

Ground Event/ Ground Conflict, Ground Conflict, Ground Event/ Ground Conflict, Ground Conflict,  Ground Event/ Ground Conflict, Ground Conflict,
Encounter - Less Severe Critical Encounter - Less Severe Critical Encounter - Less Severe Critical
Aircraft Aircraft Aircraft



In order to prevent accidents and incidents,
two types of reports are considered for
participation under ASAP:

(1) self-disclosure of a possible FAR deviation

(2) a general or specific flight safety concern.
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Questions?

Thank you

John.DeLeeuw@NTSB.gov
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