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	European Logistics & Cost Developments — Weekly Overview
▶  NIEUWS WEEK 18  |  28 april – 2 mei 2026



Welcome to the Logexma Consulting newsletter. Every week we bring you the most relevant European developments in the field of logistics, customs and regulations — translated into the concrete impact on your international B2B goods flows. This edition highlights the news of week 18 (28 April – 2 May 2026).


	
	CUSTOMS & REGULATIONS



  CUSTOMS  
EU customs reform: nUCC published, Centralised Clearance nears
After months of negotiations, an agreement has been reached between the European Commission, the Council and the European Parliament on the new Union Customs Code (UCC). This is the most far-reaching reform of the European customs system since 1968. The publication is scheduled for mid-2026, after which the regulation will enter into force within two weeks.
Crucial for international B2B flows is the introduction of Centralised Clearance: companies can now submit their customs declarations in one EU member state, even if the goods are physically located elsewhere in the EU. At the same time, the Dutch DMS system is being expanded to make this possible. The CERTEX system links customs systems to European data sources and checks for eleven additional obligations — errors in declarations now lead to direct refusal.

	
	WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU?
Companies with cross-border flows of goods must adapt their declaration processes and internal capacity in a timely manner. Preparation for Centralised Clearance requires coordination with several Member States and careful consideration of capacity with the nDWU implementation.



  E-COMMERCE & IMPORT  
€3 import duty small packages: entry into force 1 July 2026 confirmed
During the Ecofin Council of 5 May 2026, it was discussed that the EU will introduce a fixed levy of €3 per product category (HS code) on parcels with a value below €150 as of 1 July 2026. The exemption from import duties for small consignments, of which the EU processes approximately 4.6 billion pieces annually, will therefore expire permanently. In addition, the Netherlands is working on its own handling fee of €2 per product. An EU-wide handling fee of €2 per shipment will follow in November 2026.
For international B2B flows, this means that business purchase orders of low-value material (tools, parts, accessories) are also taxed per tariff heading. An order of three different product categories leads to an additional cost of €9, on top of the regular import duties.

	
	WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU?
Review your procurement structure for low-value components from non-EU countries. Bundling orders by HS code and consolidation of shipments will determine costs. Also, check the customs classifications in your ERP to avoid any surprises during customs clearance.




	7–8%
expected cost increase in road transport in the Netherlands due to truck charge (from 1 July)
	€3
new EU import duty per HS code for parcels <€150 (from 1 July 2026)
	+2,6%
year-on-year increase in air freight rates (PPI March 2026)




	
	TRANSPORTATION & COST COMPAS



  ROAD TRANSPORT  
Truck charge: double cost increase requires renegotiation of transport contracts
As of 1 July 2026, transporters in the Netherlands will pay an amount per kilometre driven, depending on vehicle weight and CO₂ emissions. According to evofenedex and Panteia, this will lead to an expected cost increase of 7 to 8 percent on top of the already structurally higher wage costs — a double pressure that forces companies to critically review their existing transport contracts.
Dutch carriers have structurally higher costs than those in neighboring countries. The truck charge reinforces this competitive disadvantage, but does offer an operational advantage in the long term for companies that switch to zero-emission transport. The European Emissions Trading System (ETS-2) will follow in 2027 for all EU road transport.

	
	WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU?
Make agreements with your carriers now about how the levy will be passed on. Ask for transparency about the vehicle fleet (emission class) and rethink load factors and trip optimization to dampen the cost increase.



  SEA & AIR  
Hormuz Street and energy prices: logistics costs at sea and in the air under pressure
The ongoing disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz — which provides around 20% of the world's fuel supply — are once again putting pressure on shipping and air freight rates. Maersk has introduced temporary fuel and energy surcharges for landside transport in several countries. Asian-European air cargo routes are under considerable pressure, because a third of the normal capacity runs through the Middle East.
At the same time, the Maersk April Market Update shows that the EU-Australia free trade agreement is coming into force, removing almost all tariffs and creating new opportunities in automotive, chemicals, agri-food and technology.




	
	WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU?
Check whether your current freight quotes include war risk surcharges and fuel surcharges that have recently been revised. For time-sensitive shipments to Asia: ask your forwarder about multimodal alternatives (Sea-Air via Colombo or Oman).



	
	RADAR — NEWS IN BRIEF



	●
	CERTEX expansion (April 2026): From 1 April, CERTEX control will also apply to documents for the import of animal products. Further expansions will follow in 2026. Importers of these product categories should update their documentation processes immediately.



	●
	ZE zones variable per municipality: The implementation of zero-emission zones varies greatly per municipality, which increases operational complexity for last-mile distribution in Dutch cities. Map out which cities will affect your goods flows before Q3 2026.



	●
	US tariff hearings (5-8 May 2026): The US hearings on Section 301 tariffs are of great significance to EU exporters. The temporary 10% section 122 levy expires on 24 July 2026 – the outcome will determine the trade policy environment for the second half of the year.



	●
	Spanish rail failure (Barcelona–Rubí tunnel): ADIF has completely closed the Rubí tunnel, disrupting international rail connections to the Iberian Peninsula. Plan detour routes for rail shipments via Spain in the second quarter.



	●
	Nearshoring accelerates: The combination of higher tariffs and geopolitical uncertainty is pushing companies to produce closer to home — Turkey, Morocco and Eastern Europe are gaining ground. This affects the logistics network structure and raises questions about the rearrangement of distribution centres.



	LOGEXMA PERSPECTIVE
"Compliance is no longer a department — it's a strategic competency."
European regulations are piling up rapidly: the truck levy, the nDWU, CERTEX, ETS-2, ZE zones and new import duties affect almost every link in your logistics chain. Companies that invest in insight now — through up-to-date data on transport costs, customs classifications and emission profiles — build a structural competitive advantage. Logexma helps you translate these regulations into concrete action: from contract review with carriers to optimizing your customs processes.
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