Three Kinds of People prepares by Pastor-Teacher Terry L. Wells 
Scripture Foundation: 1 Corinthians 2:14-15 (KJV) "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man."

Opening Statement
Brothers and sisters in Christ, today we delve into a vital spiritual truth from the Word of God that challenges us to understand where we stand in our walk with the Lord. The Apostle Paul teaches us in 1 Corinthians 2:14-15 that there are three kinds of people: the natural man who cannot receive the things of the Spirit; the spiritual man who is led by the Holy Ghost; and the worldly believer who, though saved, compromises with the flesh and the world. This study will help us examine our hearts, encouraging us to live fully in the power of the Spirit, separating ourselves from the world, and walking in holiness as the Lord commands. Let us open our Bibles and minds to the transforming Word of God that sets us free and builds us up in faith.

Introduction
God's Word reveals that humanity falls into three categories based on our spiritual condition and relationship with Him. Understanding these categories helps us examine our own walk with Christ and identify how we can grow in spiritual maturity.

1. The Natural Man (Unspiritual)
Definition:
One who is not born again; lives according to the flesh and is controlled by sin.
Scripture:
John 3:3 — "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
Characteristics:
· Cannot understand spiritual truths (1 Corinthians 2:14).
· Lives under the influence of the world and the devil (Acts 26:18).
· Friend of the world and an enemy of God (James 4:4).

2. The Spiritual Man (Born Again Believer)
Definition:
One who is truly born again through faith in Jesus Christ, indwelt by the Holy Spirit.
Scripture:
Romans 8:9 — "But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you."
Characteristics:
· Understands spiritual truths and lives by the Spirit's power (Romans 8:13-14).
· Denies fleshly desires daily (Matthew 16:24).
· Strives to live a holy life pleasing to God (Galatians 5:16-25).
· New creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).
How to Become a Spiritual Person:
· Confess sin and accept forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ (John 3:3-7).
· Surrender old life to Christ and be spiritually renewed (Romans 12:2; 2 Corinthians 5:17).
· Live by the Holy Spirit’s guidance (Romans 8:4-17).

3. The Worldly Christian (Carnal Believer)
Definition:
A believer who has not fully surrendered to God's Spirit and compromises with the world.
Scripture:
1 Corinthians 3:1-3 — "I have fed you with milk, and not with meat... ye are yet carnal."
Characteristics:
· Lives partly according to the flesh, tolerates sin (1 Corinthians 5:1-13).
· Subject to jealousy, quarreling, and worldly behavior (1 Corinthians 3:3).
· In danger of falling away and losing their reward (Hebrews 12:1; 2 Corinthians 11:3).
· Called to repentance and full surrender to the Spirit (Romans 6:13-14).

The Condition of Worldly Christians
· Not fully controlled by sin, but not growing spiritually (1 Corinthians 3:1-2).
· Tolerate immoral behavior within the church (1 Corinthians 5:1-13).
· Lack proper respect for spiritual authority (1 Corinthians 4:18-19).
· Take legal disputes among believers instead of resolving them biblically (1 Corinthians 6:6).

Dangers for Worldly Christians
· Influence to abandon Christ’s devotion (2 Corinthians 11:3).
· Life conforms to ungodly patterns (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).
· Subject to God's discipline and judgment (1 Corinthians 6:9-10; 1 Corinthians 11:31-32).

Examples of Worldly Behavior
At the Time (1st Century Corinth):
· Toleration and participation in sexual immorality openly within the church (1 Corinthians 5:1).
· Christians suing one another in secular courts over trivial matters (1 Corinthians 6:1-6).
Today (Contemporary Application):
· Believers compromising biblical sexual morality by endorsing or participating in sexual impurity.
· Christians prioritizing personal rights and disputes over unity and biblical reconciliation in the church.

Warnings to Worldly Christians
· Danger of losing faith if unwilling to turn from sin (Romans 6:14-16; Hebrews 10:26-31).
· Learn from Israel's judgment for rebellion (1 Corinthians 10:5-12).
· Cannot serve both God and the world (Matthew 6:24).
· Must separate from worldly ways and purify themselves by the Spirit (2 Corinthians 7:1).

Practical Steps for All Believers
1. Examine Yourself:
· "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith..." (2 Corinthians 13:5).
2. Daily Denial of Self:
· "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself..." (Matthew 16:24).
3. Separate from Worldly Influences:
· "Come out from among them, and be ye separate..." (2 Corinthians 6:17).
4. Grow in Spiritual Maturity:
· Feed on the Word, pray, fellowship, obey the Spirit (Hebrews 5:12-14).
5. Keep Accountability:
· Be under biblical leadership and church discipline (Hebrews 13:17).

Key Definitions
· Natural Man (Gk psuchikos): A person living by natural instincts, without spiritual renewal.
· Spiritual Man (Gk pneumatikos): A person led by the Holy Spirit, transformed through faith in Christ.
· Worldly Christian (Gk sarkikos): A carnal believer who compromises with the world.

Closing Encouragement
Romans 12:2 (KJV) — "And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

