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Doctrinal Summary and Definition of Tribulation
The Tribulation is a future seven-year period of intense suffering, divine judgment, and worldwide distress described in the Bible. It begins after the Church is raptured and the restraining influence of the Holy Spirit is removed, allowing lawlessness, rebellion, and the rise of the Antichrist. During this time, God’s judgments unfold, false prophets deceive many, but the Gospel is still preached, people are saved, including many Jews, and faithful believers face persecution.
Key Points:
· The Church is kept from the Tribulation, not undergoing God’s wrath (John 14:1–3; 1 Thessalonians 5:8–10).
· Tribulation begins after the restrainer is removed (2 Thessalonians 2:6–8).
· A great rebellion against God occurs (2 Thessalonians 2:3).
· The Antichrist appears and deceives many (Daniel 9:26–27; Revelation 13).
· The Tribulation lasts seven years with global distress (Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:21–22).
· False prophets perform signs and wonders (Matthew 24:24).
· The Gospel is preached by angels and witnesses (Revelation 14:6–7).
· Many are saved, including a great turning of Jews to Christ (Romans 11:25–26).
· Those rejecting Christ before the rapture have no further chance to repent (Matthew 25:1–12).
· Severe persecution comes upon faithful believers (Daniel 12:10; Revelation 6:9–11).

Event 1: The Church is Kept from the Tribulation
Fill-in-the-Blank:
The Church is kept from the Tribulation according to Luke 21: ____
Description:
The faithful in Christ’s churches will be kept from this time of trial.
Scripture References:
Luke 21:36; John 14:1–3; 2 Corinthians 5:2,4; Philippians 3:20–21; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 4:16–18; 5:8–10; Revelation 3:10
Question:
How does knowing the church is kept from Tribulation affect your daily walk with Christ?
Open Question:
How does knowing the church is kept from Tribulation affect your daily walk with Christ?
Illustration:
Imagine being on a ship before a storm, knowing you will be safely taken off before the storm arrives; it changes how you prepare and encourage others.

Event 2: The Tribulation Begins After the Restrainer is Removed
Fill-in-the-Blank:
The Tribulation begins after the restrainer is taken out of the way.
Description:
Tribulation begins after removing the restrainer (the Holy Spirit’s restraining power).
Scripture References:
2 Thessalonians 2:6–8
Question:
Who or what is the restrainer in your view?
Open Question:
How can prayer help us remain restrained from sin during times of growing lawlessness?
Illustration:
Like a dam holding back a flood, the Spirit holds back evil until the appointed time.

Event 3: Secret Power of Lawlessness Intensifies
Fill-in-the-Blank:
The secret power of lawlessness intensifies before the Tribulation.
Description:
The secret power of lawlessness becomes stronger and more apparent.
Scripture References:
2 Thessalonians 2:7–8
Question:
How do we guard ourselves from being influenced by growing lawlessness?
Open Question:
How do you personally resist the world’s growing lawlessness?
Illustration:
God’s Word is like a lamp that guides your path from darkness.

Event 4: Great Rebellion Against the Faith
Fill-in-the-Blank:
A great rebellion will come before the Tribulation.
Description:
A large falling away or apostasy against the faith will occur.
Scripture References:
2 Thessalonians 2:3
Question:
How can we encourage others to stay faithful amid rebellion?
Open Question:
What practical steps help believers avoid falling away when faith is challenged?
Illustration:
Like iron sharpens iron, believers refine and strengthen one another.

Event 5: The Antichrist Appears
Fill-in-the-Blank:
The Antichrist is called the man of lawlessness.
Description:
The Antichrist will appear, deceiving many and opposing God.
Scripture References:
Daniel 9:26–27; 2 Thessalonians 2:3–4; Revelation 13:1–18
Question:
How can we identify false leaders in today’s world?
Open Question:
How would you counsel someone influenced by false teaching?
Illustration:
False teaching is like counterfeit money failing the test of authenticity.

Event 6: Opening of the Seven Seals Marks the Beginning
Fill-in-the-Blank:
The opening of the seven seals marks the start of Tribulation.
Description:
The Tribulation starts with the opening of seven seals by Christ.
Scripture References:
Revelation 6:1
Question:
What do the seals symbolize in biblical prophecy?
Open Question:
What assurance do believers have amid God's judgments?
Illustration:
Like a book reveals a story as it is opened, God reveals His plan through the seals.

Event 7: Worldwide Distress
Fill-in-the-Blank:
Tribulation will be a time of worldwide distress.
Description:
Global suffering, wars, and disasters increase during this time.
Scripture References:
Matthew 24:21–22; Revelation 6–19
Question:
How should believers respond during global crises?
Open Question:
How can Christians be a source of hope during global crises?
Illustration:
Like a lighthouse in a storm, believers shine amid darkness and chaos.

Event 8: Tribulation Lasts Seven Years
Fill-in-the-Blank:
Tribulation lasts seven years.
Description:
The period lasts exactly seven years as God’s prophetic timeline says.
Scripture References:
Daniel 9:27
Question:
What does God’s fixed timing teach us?
Open Question:
How does God’s sovereignty give comfort amid suffering?
Illustration:
Like a clockwork, God’s plan unfolds perfectly.

Event 9: False Prophets Perform Great Signs and Wonders
Fill-in-the-Blank:
False prophets will perform great signs and wonders.
Description:
False miracles and wonders will attempt to deceive many.
Scripture References:
Matthew 24:24; 2 Thessalonians 2:8–10; Revelation 13:13
Question:
How can Christians avoid deception by false miracles?
Open Question:
What safeguards help detect spiritual deception?
Illustration:
Testing precious metals reveals purity; Scripture tests spiritual truth.

Event 10: Gospel Preached by Angels and Possibly Jews
Fill-in-the-Blank:
The gospel will be preached by angels and Jewish witnesses.
Description:
The Gospel will be proclaimed supernaturally despite persecution.
Scripture References:
Revelation 7:1–4; 11:3–6; 14:6–7
Question:
What does gospel preaching during Tribulation say about God’s mercy?
Open Question:
How can we be faithful witnesses amid opposition?
Illustration:
Like a beacon always shining, the Gospel is proclaimed.

Event 11: People Will Be Saved During Tribulation
Fill-in-the-Blank:
People will be saved during Tribulation.
Description:
Many will repent and find salvation even in difficult times.
Scripture References:
Deuteronomy 4:30–31; Revelation 7:9–17; 14:6–7
Question:
How does this hope encourage you?
Open Question:
What role does hope play in your evangelism?
Illustration:
Hope shines like dawn after the darkest night.

Event 12: Many Jews Will Turn to Christ
Fill-in-the-Blank:
Many Jews will turn to Christ.
Description:
A great spiritual awakening among Jews will occur.
Scripture References:
Romans 11:25–26; Revelation 7:1–8
Question:
How should the church respond to Jewish converts?
Open Question:
Why is unity important now?
Illustration:
Like a reunited family in faith and love.

Event 13: No Further Chance to Repent
Fill-in-the-Blank:
No further chance to repent after the rapture.
Description:
Repentance opportunity closes for those left behind.
Scripture References:
Matthew 25:1–12; Luke 12:45–46
Question:
What urgency does this bring to evangelism?
Open Question:
How does limited time affect your mission?
Illustration:
Wise virgins ready before door closes.

Event 14: Persecution of Faithful Believers
Fill-in-the-Blank:
Faithful believers will face persecution.
Description:
Those faithful to Jesus will suffer persecution during the Tribulation.
Scripture References:
Daniel 12:10; Matthew 24:15–21; Revelation 6:9–11
Question:
How to prepare for persecution?
Open Question:
What hope is given to persecuted believers?
Illustration:
Like a soldier prepared for battle.

