Sermon Outline Notes
Title: Smyrna: The Suffering Church

Main Point 1 Acknowledging Affliction Amid Assurance
KJV Scripture: Revelation 2:9 — “I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) And I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.”
Definitions:
· Tribulation: Severe trial or suffering
· Poverty: Lack of material wealth
· Blasphemy: Slanderous speech against God or His people
· Synagogue of Satan: False adversaries pretending godliness

Main Point 2 Be Thou Faithful unto Death
KJV Scripture: Revelation 2:10 — “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.”
Definitions:
· Faithful: Loyal, steadfast in belief and action
· Tribulation: Severe testing or distress
· Crown of life: Eternal reward for victorious believers

Main Point 3 He That Overcometh Shall Not Be Hurt By the Second Death
KJV Scripture: Revelation 2:11 — “He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.”
Definitions:
· Overcometh: To conquer by faith and endurance
· Second death: Eternal judgment and separation from God

Title: Smyrna: The Suffering Church

Main Point 1: Acknowledging Affliction Amid Assurance
· Explanation summary: Jesus knows His church’s trials, poverty, and opposition. Despite material poverty, the church is spiritually rich, and Jesus sees all with intimate understanding.
· Application summary: Trust God’s awareness of your struggles and remain faithful despite slander or hardship. Spiritual wealth outweighs earthly loss.
· What we can learn: God’s sovereignty encompasses all life circumstances; our faithfulness is noted even when we feel weak or attacked.

Main Point 2: Be Thou Faithful unto Death
· Explanation summary: Believers are commanded to remain faithful even in suffering and imprisonment. Endurance unto death results in the crown of life.
· Application summary: Stand firm in faith amid trials, fear no opposition, and look forward to God’s promised reward.
· What we can learn: True faith perseveres through hardship, trusting God’s promise of eternal reward.

Main Point 3: He That Overcometh Shall Not Be Hurt By the Second Death
· Explanation summary: Overcoming faith secures eternal victory. The "second death" is eternal separation from God, avoided by those who persevere.
· Application summary: Live with confident hope in your eternal salvation, focusing on ultimate victory over death.
· What we can learn: Eternal security is guaranteed for those who overcome by faith, giving courage to face mortal trials.

Call to Action as a
· Christian:
· Persevere steadfastly through trials.
· Praise God continually regardless of circumstances.
· Encourage and support fellow believers.
· Keep eternity in view daily.
· Share your faith testimony boldly.
· Non-Christian:
· Repent and accept Jesus Christ as Savior.
· Trust God’s promises of eternal life.
· Seek strength to face life’s difficulties in Christ.
· Join a community of faith for support.
· Prepare your heart for eternity with God.

Practical Weekday Steps, Reflections, and Applications
Focused on Living Out the Sermon: Smyrna: The Suffering Church

Monday
Focus: Acknowledge God’s intimate knowledge of your trials and spiritual riches (Main Point 1).
Practice: Write down specific challenges where you feel weak or opposed this week.
Reflection: Meditate on Jesus’ awareness of your struggles and how He values your faithfulness beyond material status.
Application: Pray for reassurance in God’s sovereignty and commit to trusting that your spiritual wealth is honored even in hardship.

Tuesday
Focus: Stand faithful amidst trials and fear no opposition (Main Point 2).
Practice: Identify one fear or challenge that threatens your faithfulness today. Verbally confess your trust in God’s promise to reward steadfast faith.
Reflection: Consider how faithfulness unto death secured the crown for Smyrna’s believers and how that applies to you.
Application: Resolve to confront challenges with prayerful confidence, even if the cost is high.

Wednesday
Focus: Cultivate a heart of praise in all circumstances to preserve your spirit (From the sermon’s emphasis on praise during suffering).
Practice: Spend intentional time praising God for His faithfulness, even in hardship. Sing or write a prayer of thanksgiving.
Reflection: Reflect on how praise fortifies your soul and defies the enemy’s lies.
Application: Let praise be your weapon to maintain joy and strength through trials today.

Thursday
Focus: Live with the assurance of overcoming the second death (Main Point 3).
Practice: Meditate on Scripture promises of eternal life and victory over death. Memorize Revelation 2:11.
Reflection: Reflect on the eternal security of your salvation and how that motivates perseverance.
Application: Face life's struggles with hope, fixing your eyes on the eternal prize, rather than temporary hardships.

Friday
Focus: Support fellow believers and share the hope of overcoming (Sermon application and community encouragement).
Practice: Reach out to a brother or sister in Christ who faces difficulty or persecution. Offer encouragement and prayer.
Reflection: Reflect on the community strength Smyrna’s church had and your role in carrying one another’s burdens.
Application: Commit to being a faithful encourager and witness this weekend by sharing your testimony of faithfulness.

