2026 Theme: “Christians Staying Connected to Jesus, The True Vine” (John 15:1-7) 
By Embracing F.R.E.S.H and Being a V.A.L.U.E
10:00 A.M. Order of Service
Devotion ……………………………………First Baptist Church of Perris Deacons & Deaconess
Call to Worship/Affirmation .............................................................................................. Minister
Praise to Worship
Responsive Reading............................................................................................................ Minister
Announcement ................................................................................ Pastor-Teacher Terry L. Wells
Welcome......................................................................................................................... Hospitality
Two Minute Fellowship
Tithes, Offering & Benevolence......................................................................................... Minister
Selection.................................................................................................. First Baptist Mass Chorus
Corporate Call .................................................................................................................... Minister
Selection.................................................................................................. First Baptist Mass Chorus
Message............................................................................................ Pastor-Teacher Terry L. Wells
Call to Discipleship............................................................................................................. Minister
Benediction.......................................................................................................................... Minister
Title: Outmatched, Outnumbered, but Still Singing: Let God Handle the Fight! (2 Chronicles 20:12;15 KJV)


Main Point 1: Admitting You Are Powerless Is Where God’s Power Begins (2 Chronicles 20:12 KJV)

"O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might against this great company that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee."

· Explanation summary: Jehoshaphat leads Judah in acknowledging total human bankruptcy before a massive three-nation coalition. The Hebrew highlights that they possessed zero capacity to resist (ein banu choach) and experienced complete tactical blindness (ve-lo neda mah-naaseh). Instead of relying on geopolitical diplomacy or autonomous scheming, he shifts the gaze of the nation away from the approaching dust clouds and fixes it entirely upon Yahweh (ki aleicha einenu).
· Application summary: Stop pretending you are strong enough to manage crushing crises on your own. When unexpected financial hits, relational breakdowns, or medical diagnoses land in your life, halt the obsessive doom-scrolling, manipulation, and prideful self-reliance. Drop to your knees, gather your family or community, and openly state your powerlessness while fixing your spiritual eyes on Christ.
· What we can learn from this main point: Until human pride and self-sufficiency are evicted, God's supernatural power will not take the field. Confessing corporate and personal weakness kills horizontal disputes and blame-shifting, inviting the fruit of biblical peace—freedom from strife—into the middle of the crisis.
· Key Takeaway: Our human weakness is not an obstacle to divine victory; it is the platform upon which God displays His power.

Main Point 2: The Fight Does Not Belong to You, So Stop Acting Like It Does (2 Chronicles 20:15 KJV)
"And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's."

· Explanation summary: God speaks through Jahaziel the Levite, issuing an authoritative imperial summons (haqshivu). The Lord commands them not to be shattered or broken internally (al-tir’u ve-al-techattu). God acknowledges the physical reality of the horde but legally and militarily strips Judah of combatant duty (ki lo lachem ha-milchamah), adopting the entire conflict as His personal fight (ki le-Elohim).
· Application summary: Relinquish the emotional burden and control addiction of battles you were never commissioned to fight. Stop waging digital flame wars, replaying late-night arguments, or executing retaliatory workplace politics. Step out of the ring, decline carnal combat, and allow the Supreme Judge to vindicate you in His timing.
· What we can learn from this main point: True peace operates when we realize we do not have to litigate every offense or defend our own honor. When God assumes ownership of the crisis, the outcome is tethered to His infinite sovereignty rather than our human limitations.
· Key Takeaway: The quickest way to lose a battle is to insist on fighting it yourself when God has already claimed ownership of the war.
Main Point 3: When You Praise Before the Victory, God Clears the Field (2 Chronicles 20:21 KJV)

"And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the Lord, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever."

· Explanation summary: In complete corporate agreement (vay-yivatz el-ha-am), Jehoshaphat deploys an unarmed choir dressed in sacred priestly garments (hadarath-qodesh) to march directly ahead of the infantry. They do not wait for the enemy to fall; they aggressively cast thanksgiving forward (hodu l'Adonai), anchoring their faith in God's enduring covenant love (chesed). The precise moment they begin to sing, God sets divine ambushes against the adversary.
· Application summary: Reject fair-weather faith and conditional worship that only praises God after the trial clears. Meet life's narrow, terrifying mountain passes with active praise. Fill your home, car, and mind with worship instead of bitter cynicism and fearful complaints, deploying adoration as the tip of your spiritual spear.
· What we can learn from this main point: Praise is not an emotional luxury or an afterthought; it is an aggressive offensive weapon. Unified, dispute-free adoration shifts the atmosphere from an anxious battleground to a sanctuary of peace, provoking heaven to move.
· Key Takeaway: Praise is not the receipt you offer after the victory is won; praise is the weapon you wield that unleashes the victory.
Call to Action
· As a Christian: Lay down the weapons of human striving, manipulation, and self-defense. Repent of your prideful control, silence horizontal disputes in your home and church, and transfer the deed of your crisis to Yahweh Sabaoth. Put on the white robes of holiness and lead every confrontation this week with radical, sacrificial praise.
· As a Non-Christian: Stop attempting to carry the crushing weight of your guilt, morality, and mortality on your own wits. You cannot win a war against divine righteousness. Cease your dispute with God, wave the white flag of unconditional surrender, and cast your eyes upon Jesus Christ and His finished work on the Cross to receive His eternal peace.
Practical Weekday Steps, Reflections, and Applications
Monday
· Focus: Surrendering Autonomous Problem-Solving (Main Point 1).
· Practice: Identify your biggest stressor today. Set a timer for 10 minutes, put away all devices, write down your inability to solve it alone, and audibly say: "I have no might, but my eyes are on You."


· Reflection: Where am I exhausting myself trying to manage outcomes rather than seeking divine wisdom?
· Application: When panic urges you to micromanage or scramble, pause, take a deep breath, and yield the situation to God before taking any action.
Tuesday
· Focus: Cultivating the Peace Trait & Silencing Disputes (Main Point 1 & The Peace Trait).
· Practice: Declare a strict "Zero-Dispute Fast" in your home and workplace. Refuse to enter arguments, defend your pride, or scapegoat others for present tensions.
· Reflection: How do my horizontal conflicts reveal my lack of trust in God’s vertical sovereignty?
· Application: Initiate a moment of unified, calm prayer with your family, spouse, or colleague instead of debating a stressful problem.
Wednesday
· Focus: Divesting Personal Ownership of the Conflict (Main Point 2).
· Practice: Mentally and spiritually write out a "deed of transfer". Sign over your difficult relationship, job struggle, or financial burden directly to God.
· Reflection: Am I acting like the battle belongs to me through late-night worrying and internal rehearsing of defenses?
· Application: When an offense or threat arises today, verbally declare: "The battle is not mine, but God’s; I am relieved of combat duty."


Thursday
· Focus: Sacrificial, Counter-Intuitive Praise (Main Point 3).
· Practice: Before checking morning emails or news, spend 15 minutes listening to worship music and vocalizing praise for God’s holiness and eternal mercy.
· Reflection: Does my worship depend on comfortable circumstances, or am I willing to worship while the enemy is still on the horizon?
· Application: Send praise into an active point of pain: thank God for His character specifically in the area where you currently see zero resolution.
Friday
· Focus: Standing Firm and Collecting the Spoils (Main Point 3 & Integrative Conclusion).
· Practice: Maintain a posture of watchful stillness. Review the week and record every instance where God gave you internal peace, silenced an adversary, or sustained your spirit.
· Reflection: How has stepping back and singing allowed God to set ambushes against anxiety and discouragement in my life?
· Application: Walk into the weekend dressed in spiritual confidence, sharing a testimony of God's peace with someone who is currently overwhelmed.
First Baptist Church Members focus on reaping the benefits of God's Word, with the goal of cultivating spiritual fruit in our character, conduct, and actions that lead others to Christ. We aspire to be a beacon of positivity towards Jesus Christ, embracing our Church, Community, Co-Workers, City, and Country through the principles encapsulated in the acronym F.R.E.S.H. & V.A.L.U.E. 

FRESH (2025)
F – Forget the Past (Isaiah 43:18) 
R – Repent Immediately (1 John 1:9) 
E – Embrace Change (Isaiah 43:19) 
S – Study the Scriptures (2 Timothy 2:15) 
H – Happy Giver (2 Corinthians 9:6-9) 

VALUE (2024)
V – Vigilant of People Harmful Actions (3 John 9) 
A – Avoid Those Who Do Evil (3 John 10) 
L – Lead by Following What is Good (3 John 11) 
U – Unite by Supporting Those Who Act Righteously (3 John 11) 
E – Exemplify Good Behavior from Others (3 John 11) 

