2026 Theme: “Christians Staying Connected to Jesus, The True Vine” (John 15:1-7) 
By Embracing F.R.E.S.H and Being a V.A.L.U.E
10:00 A.M. Order of Service
Devotion ……………………………………First Baptist Church of Perris Deacons & Deaconess
Call to Worship/Affirmation .............................................................................................. Minister
Praise to Worship
Responsive Reading............................................................................................................ Minister
Announcement ................................................................................ Pastor-Teacher Terry L. Wells
Welcome......................................................................................................................... Hospitality
Two Minute Fellowship
Tithes, Offering & Benevolence......................................................................................... Minister
Selection.................................................................................................. First Baptist Mass Chorus
Corporate Call .................................................................................................................... Minister
Selection.................................................................................................. First Baptist Mass Chorus
Message............................................................................................ Pastor-Teacher Terry L. Wells
Call to Discipleship............................................................................................................. Minister
Benediction.......................................................................................................................... Minister
Sermon Outline Notes
Title: Walking by Faith, Not by Sight — The Life That Trusts God Primary Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:7 (KJV)

Main Point 1: "WALK" — Walking by Faith Begins with a New Master
Foundational Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:7a (KJV) — "For we walk..."
· Explanation Summary: The Christian life is not static; it is a "walk" (peripateō), denoting continuous, habitual ordering of one’s daily conduct, direction, and posture. To walk by faith means our entire pattern of motion through this world is governed by submission to absolute Divine Authority, not self-will or human strategy. We must change masters before we change locations.
· Application Summary: As a believer, your decisions, career plans, and personal rights are no longer self-governed. You must intentionally surrender your self-constructed right to demand visible control over your destiny. Like Abraham, you must obey God's voice and step out, even when the next step is shrouded in darkness, trusting solely in the integrity of the One who called you.
· What we can learn from this main point: We learn that true faith requires a total renunciation of self-rule and fixes the believer entirely toward Christ’s absolute lordship.
· Key Takeaway: The first step of faith is an act of total bankruptcy, handing over the deed of your life to a new Master.

Main Point 2: "BY FAITH" — Walking by Faith Means Trusting God’s Word Above What We See
Foundational Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:7b (KJV) — "...by faith..."
· Explanation Summary: Faith (pistis) is not wishful thinking; it is an unshakeable conviction built upon the absolute reliability of God’s spoken and written Word. We must navigate life by placing the full weight of our trust on what God has declared, rather than what human reason calculates or what our physical senses report.
· Application Summary: You must replace the habit of interpreting reality by appearances with the practice of interpreting reality by Scripture. When storms hit, do not look at the boisterous wind like Peter, which produces fear. Instead, lock your eyes onto Christ. Before asking, "How do I feel?", ask first, "What has God said?"
· What we can learn from this main point: We learn that the human eye is a deceitful guide in spiritual matters. Sight can lead to panic, but God’s Word creates unshakeable confidence.
· Key Takeaway: To walk by faith is to let reality be defined by the mouth of God rather than the report of the senses.

Main Point 3: "NOT BY SIGHT" — Walking "Not by Sight" Means Living with an Eternal Perspective
Foundational Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:7c (KJV) — "...not by sight:"
· Explanation Summary: "Sight" (eidos) refers to outward physical appearances, immediate sensory inputs, and temporary temporal conditions. Walking "not by sight" means refusing to let ultimate decisions, values, or stability be dictated by what is merely physical and passing. It means looking past the horizon of time into the weight of eternity.
· Application Summary: Wake up every morning and live today strictly in light of tomorrow’s eternal kingdom. Make financial, relational, and personal choices with eternity in view, knowing that temporary afflictions work for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Like Moses, endure by "seeing him who is invisible."
· What we can learn from this main point: We learn that the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. Our current troubles are real, but they are not ultimate.
· Key Takeaway: Faith is the looking glass that brings tomorrow's throne room into today's trial.
Conclusion & Call to Action
Call to Action as a Christian: Take one definitive, obedient step today. Stop holding back your obedience until God explains all the steps. Step out into the unknown based solely on the integrity of the One who called you. Fix your eyes completely on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2).
Call to Action as a Non-Christian: Realize that living by sight and self-rule leads to spiritual exhaustion and hopelessness. You are invited to end the chaotic navigation through the fog of life. Surrender the "deed of your life" to the Lord Jesus Christ today. Trust in the Master Weaver to take the tangled, confused knots of your life and turn them into a masterpiece through His redeeming blood.

Part 2: Practical Weekday Steps, Reflections, and Applications
Devotional Theme: Walking by Faith, Not by Sight Focal Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:7
Monday: Identify the Master
· Focus: Understanding "The Walk" as submission to Authority.
· Practice: Read 2 Corinthians 5:15. Identify one area of your life where you are still "living unto yourself" (making decisions without consulting God).
· Reflection: Am I currently navigating by my own charts, or by the Captain’s control room?
· Application: Intentionally voice your surrender of that one specific area to God in prayer this morning.
Tuesday: Immediate Obedience
· Focus: The example of Abraham (Hebrews 11:8).
· Practice: When you sense a prompting from the Holy Spirit or read a command in Scripture today, obey it immediately without waiting for a full explanation.
· Reflection: Am I holding back your obedience until God explains all the steps, or am I willing to step out based solely on His integrity?
· Application: Take one "blind" step of obedience today regarding a relationship, financial decision, or witness.
Wednesday: Anchoring in the Word
· Focus: Trusting God's Word above appearances (Romans 10:17).
· Practice: When a negative circumstance or anxiety arises today, immediately find a specific Bible promise that counteracts it. Speak that promise out loud.
· Reflection: Before asking "What do I feel?" or "What do the headlines say?", do I ask, "What has God said?"
· Application: Like George Müller, trust God for a need today even when the "pantry" looks empty based on visual evidence.
Thursday: Fixing the Gaze
· Focus: Moving from panic to peace (Psalm 119:105).
· Practice: Memorize 2 Corinthians 5:7. Whenever you feel overwhelmed today, stop and repeat it to reset your spiritual focus.
· Reflection: When the storms of life hit, do I anchor my soul in shifting visual circumstances, or in the unchangeable Word of the Living God?
· Application: Consciously choose to view a difficult situation today through the lens of Scripture rather than how it "appears."
Friday: Eternal Perspective
· Focus: Seeing the invisible (2 Corinthians 4:16-18).
· Practice: Review your calendar and bank statement from the past week. Look for evidence that you are living for the enduring substance of the world to come, not just passing shadows.
· Reflection: Like Christian in The Pilgrim's Progress, does a glimpse of the "golden gates" ease the pain of my current "blistered feet"?
· Application: Make one specific decision today regarding your time or resources that has no earthly benefit but has eternal significance.
First Baptist Church Members focus on reaping the benefits of God's Word, with the goal of cultivating spiritual fruit in our character, conduct, and actions that lead others to Christ. We aspire to be a beacon of positivity towards Jesus Christ, embracing our Church, Community, Co-Workers, City, and Country through the principles encapsulated in the acronym F.R.E.S.H. & V.A.L.U.E. 

FRESH (2025)
F – Forget the Past (Isaiah 43:18) 
R – Repent Immediately (1 John 1:9) 
E – Embrace Change (Isaiah 43:19) 
S – Study the Scriptures (2 Timothy 2:15) 
H – Happy Giver (2 Corinthians 9:6-9) 

VALUE (2024)
V – Vigilant of People Harmful Actions (3 John 9) 
A – Avoid Those Who Do Evil (3 John 10) 
L – Lead by Following What is Good (3 John 11) 
U – Unite by Supporting Those Who Act Righteously (3 John 11) 
E – Exemplify Good Behavior from Others (3 John 11) 

