2026 Theme: “Christians Staying Connected to Jesus, The True Vine” (John 15:1-7) 
By Embracing F.R.E.S.H and Being a V.A.L.U.E
10:00 A.M. Order of Service
Devotion ……………………………………First Baptist Church of Perris Deacons & Deaconess
Call to Worship/Affirmation .............................................................................................. Minister
Praise to Worship
Responsive Reading............................................................................................................ Minister
Announcement ................................................................................ Pastor-Teacher Terry L. Wells
Welcome......................................................................................................................... Hospitality
Two Minute Fellowship
Tithes, Offering & Benevolence......................................................................................... Minister
Selection.................................................................................................. First Baptist Mass Chorus
Corporate Call .................................................................................................................... Minister
Selection.................................................................................................. First Baptist Mass Chorus
Message............................................................................................ Pastor-Teacher Terry L. Wells
Call to Discipleship............................................................................................................. Minister
Benediction.......................................................................................................................... Minister
Sermon Outline Notes
Title: Are You Living the Theme? — The Joyful Shout in the Empty Barn
Main Point 1: Joy Refuses to Let Circumstances Still His Joy (Habakkuk 3:17)
· Explanation Summary: Habakkuk surveys a six-fold catastrophic loss across agriculture and livestock where honest labor completely failed and disappointed expectations. The Hebrew concept of the crop failing conveys that the harvest deceived the farmer after extensive labor, pointing to severe famine and economic collapse.
· Application Summary: Believers often invest faithful labor into careers, health, or businesses only to face unforeseen disappointment or loss. When earthly harvests fail, our security must remain anchored in Jesus the Vine rather than created outcomes.
· What We Can Learn From This Main Point: Spiritual joy is not the denial of devastation, but the refusal to allow bare branches and empty pantries to dictate our spiritual standing.
· Key Takeaway: If your praise requires a full barn to function, you are not worshipping the Provider; you are just worshipping the provision.
Main Point 2: Joy Pivots on a Holy Spirit "Yet" (Habakkuk 3:18)
· Explanation Summary: Habakkuk executes a volitional, prophetic turn from catastrophic loss to exultant joy. The Hebrew expressions signify leaping and spinning in gladness, anchoring delight strictly in the God of his salvation rather than the return of earthly crops.
· Application Summary: Praise is an intentional choice made in the Holy Spirit, not an accidental feeling dictated by comfort. When bad news strikes, believers are called to pull out their spiritual "YET" and praise God for His eternal salvation.
· What We Can Learn From This Main Point: Joy is distinct from surface happiness; it operates like an internal pressure system that enables the soul to sing acapella even when life’s amplifiers are cut off.
· Key Takeaway: Your praise is never more powerful than when it rises out of an empty room where the enemy expected to hear a funeral dirge.
Main Point 3: Joy Prevails in the Sovereign Savior (Habakkuk 3:17–18)
· Explanation Summary: While earthly resources are temporal and vulnerable, Yahweh—the self-existent, covenant-keeping God—remains entirely unchangeable. Habakkuk rejects counterfeit security and fixes his trust solely upon God’s sovereign power to preserve His people.
· Application Summary: Earthly investments and physical health may diminish, but the believer’s eternal inheritance can never be foreclosed. True security rests in Christ, who took our judgment at Calvary and rose victorious on Sunday morning.
· What We Can Learn From This Main Point: Famine on earth cannot dismantle what has been settled in Heaven through the cross and the resurrection.
· Key Takeaway: Earthly famine can strip your shelves, but it can never touch the salvation of your soul.
Call to Action:
· As a Christian: Stop letting earthly circumstances audit your salvation. Repent of circumstantial bitterness, surrender your empty barns at the altar, take up your holy "YET," and serve as a beacon of unquenchable joy to a hurting world.
· As a Non-Christian: Turn away from fragile, worldly systems of security and receive Jesus Christ, the True Vine. Human righteousness and worldly philosophies will run dry, but Christ offers eternal salvation, true forgiveness, and an unshakable joy that survives any storm.





Practical Weekday Steps, Reflections, and Applications
Monday: Auditing the Empty Barn
· Focus: Identifying Disappointed Expectations
· Practice: Perform a spiritual inventory of any area where honest labor yielded no visible fruit.
· Reflection: "Although the fig tree shall not blossom... the labour of the olive shall fail" (Habakkuk 3:17). Are you measuring God's goodness solely by the size of your current harvest?
· Application: Write down the unmet expectations causing you frustration and consciously hand them over to God in prayer.
Tuesday: The Internal Pressure System
· Focus: Spirit Joy vs. Worldly Happiness
· Practice: Guard your heart against circumstantial mood swings by relying on the Holy Spirit.
· Reflection: "The fruit of the Spirit is joy..." (Galatians 5:22). Like a submarine deep beneath surface waves, your stability comes from an internal anchor, not external calm.
· Application: When an inconvenience occurs today, pause and verbally thank God for His unchanging grace before reacting.
Wednesday: Declaring the Holy "YET"
· Focus: Choosing Volitional Praise
· Practice: Replace complaining and murmuring with an intentional sacrifice of praise.
· Reflection: "Yet I will rejoice in the LORD..." (Habakkuk 3:18). Praise is a spiritual stance that leaps in the Giver rather than the gift.
· Application: Speak Habakkuk 3:18 aloud over a difficult relationship, health report, or financial challenge.
Thursday: Singing Acapella in the Dark
· Focus: Worship in the Absence of External Amplifiers
· Practice: Cultivate inner sanctuary peace when external support systems falter.
· Reflection: "Joy has the quick taste of the infinite" (C.S. Lewis). Can your faith sing when the lights go out and the room goes quiet?
· Application: Spend ten minutes in solitary praise today without background music, praising God strictly for His character.
Friday: Anchored in the Sovereign Savior
· Focus: Eternal Salvation Over Temporary Loss
· Practice: Stand firm in the sufficiency of Christ, our True Vine.
· Reflection: "I will joy in the God of my salvation" (Habakkuk 3:18). Christ was crushed at Gethsemane and stripped at Calvary so our eternal hope would never wither.
· Application: Reach out to someone going through a dry season and encourage them with a testimony of God’s faithfulness.
First Baptist Church Members focus on reaping the benefits of God's Word, with the goal of cultivating spiritual fruit in our character, conduct, and actions that lead others to Christ. We aspire to be a beacon of positivity towards Jesus Christ, embracing our Church, Community, Co-Workers, City, and Country through the principles encapsulated in the acronym F.R.E.S.H. & V.A.L.U.E. 

FRESH (2025)
F – Forget the Past (Isaiah 43:18) 
R – Repent Immediately (1 John 1:9) 
E – Embrace Change (Isaiah 43:19) 
S – Study the Scriptures (2 Timothy 2:15) 
H – Happy Giver (2 Corinthians 9:6-9) 

VALUE (2024)
V – Vigilant of People Harmful Actions (3 John 9) 
A – Avoid Those Who Do Evil (3 John 10) 
L – Lead by Following What is Good (3 John 11) 
U – Unite by Supporting Those Who Act Righteously (3 John 11) 
E – Exemplify Good Behavior from Others (3 John 11) 

