2026 Theme: “Christians Staying Connected to Jesus, The True Vine” (John 15:1-7) 
By Embracing F.R.E.S.H and Being a V.A.L.U.E
10:00 A.M. Order of Service
Devotion ……………………………………First Baptist Church of Perris Deacons & Deaconess
Call to Worship/Affirmation .............................................................................................. Minister
Praise to Worship
Responsive Reading............................................................................................................ Minister
Announcement ................................................................................ Pastor-Teacher Terry L. Wells
Welcome......................................................................................................................... Hospitality
Two Minute Fellowship
Tithes, Offering & Benevolence......................................................................................... Minister
Selection.................................................................................................. First Baptist Mass Chorus
Corporate Call .................................................................................................................... Minister
Selection.................................................................................................. First Baptist Mass Chorus
Message............................................................................................ Pastor-Teacher Terry L. Wells
Call to Discipleship............................................................................................................. Minister
Benediction.......................................................................................................................... Minister
Sermon Outline Notes
Title: The Father Who Runs To Restore
Main Point 1: The Sovereign Reception (Luke 15:20)
· Explanation Summary: This point focuses on the active posture of the Father. His gaze is described as "permanently, fixedly stationed on that horizon," actively scanning for his lost son. He does not wait for the son to arrive; he breaks all social protocol for an established patriarch by running to meet the son while he is "a great way off." His action is fueled by visceral compassion (splagchnizomai) and a desire for reconciliation over reputation.
· Application Summary: We are reminded that God’s perspective and love are active, not passive. He sees us in our distant state and is already moving toward us. For parents and church bodies, this application points to maintaining a posture of vigilant expectation and becoming a "front porch" city that stands ready to receive turning souls,regardless of their current condition or the mess they carry.
· What We Can Learn From This Main Point: We learn that the Father's love is proactive, breaking cultural codes and personal dignity for the sake of connection. Reconciliation is his primary value, and he is willing to meet us in our brokenness, not just after we've cleaned up. We also learn the depth of his agonizing compassion.
· Key Takeaway: The Sovereign Reception teaches us that God's desire for our restoration is so intense that He values the speed of reconciliation over maintaining His own reputation. He meets us in our mess, running to intercept our journey home.
Main Point 2: The Structured Repentance (Luke 15:21)
· Explanation Summary: This point analyzes the son’s confession. It is structured with a "theological order of operations," starting vertically ("against heaven") before moving horizontally ("in thy sight"). The text notes that true repentance is an internal conviction (anistemi) that leads to external action. Crucially, the Father embraces and loves the son but does not silence his confession. He allows the son to "own his past so he can fully receive his future."
· Application Summary: The application is that true restoration requires ownership and structured confession. It’s not just a beautiful "velvet cloth over the bleeding wound." True peace and healing come from bringing brokenness completely into the open light of grace. The local church must be a safe environment for this type of honest confession.
· What We Can Learn From This Main Point: We learn that damage to mankind is a direct byproduct of a violation against God. True restoration requires an internal conviction and an external action. Confession is not just for God's information; it is for our rehabilitation and structured alignment. Unconfessed sin turns into secret shame.
· Key Takeaway: Structured Repentance shows that while God's love is unconditional, full restoration requires true ownership of our past and an open alignment with His horizontal and vertical righteousness. True healing requires that we do not hide our scars but bring our brokenness into His light.
Main Point 3: The Swift Restoration (Luke 15:22-23)
· Explanation Summary: The Father's response to the son is immediate, total restoration, overriding the son's application to be a "hired servant." There is no probationary period. He commands "swift commands" of the Robe (identity/honor), the Ring (authority), and the Fatted Calf (public celebration/fellowship). The Father’s love is illustrated as a "Sovereign Executive Order" or pardon, instantly reinstating the son to his full standing as an heir.
· Application Summary: We are called to stop living below our "blood line" and to accept our reinstated authority.Grieving parents and church leaders must learn to celebrate the return of a soul, purchasing the "robe of grace" before they even arrive, and handing them the "ring and the robe" without restrictive stipulations or reminders of the cost of the "pigpen."
· What We Can Learn From This Main Point: We learn that the Father is not looking for servants but waiting to reinstate heirs. Full restoration is not secret; it is a public celebration. The Father's love is visceral and operates at a visceral compassion higher frequency than deepest guilt. The robe tailoring covers worst failure and allows us to step into purpose.
· Key Takeaway: The Swift Restoration declares that God's grace is not a distant possibility but an immediate, total reinstatement of our identity as heirs, not servants. His unconditional pardon covers our history completely and grants us authority in His name, validated through public celebration.
Call to Action
As a Christian: Christians are called to rise up (anistemi) and take immediate, decisive action. They must "drop their swine-herding rags" of old, lingering guilt and allow the Father to put the robe and ring back on their lives. They must cease Bargaining to be a servant and step into their position as an reinstated heir.
As a Non-Christian: To those listening who "know they are living in a far country," the call is the same: Rise up (anistemi), own your fault, and let the Father run to you. Drop your bags of bargaining and swine-herding, and know that you will find a Father moving toward you with visceral compassion.











The Father Who Runs To Restore: Weekday Devotional
Monday: The Sovereign Reception
· Focus: Active and Vigilant Compassion. God's love isn't passive; His eyes are locked on the horizon, waiting and ready to run to us long before we ever reach the front porch.
· Practice: For a specific relationship that feels distant or broken, intentionally choose to station your gaze with vigilant expectation for restoration. Do not withdraw your hope or presence.
· Reflection: Think of the maritime lighthouse cutting through the thick fog of a category-five storm. What is the "far country" in your life right now that needs to register on the Father’s radar? How can you keep your own light burning instead of locking the door in bitterness?
· Application: Take one practical step today to be visibly open and expectant for a positive, reconciling turn in a strained relationship.
Tuesday: The Structured Repentance
· Focus: Structured Conviction and Ownership. True repentance requires an internal conviction that moves into external, honest action. We must confess vertically to God first, then horizontally to those we have impacted.
· Practice: Identify an area in your life where internal conviction is present but has not yet turned into external motion. Formulate a transparent, structured confession that owns the mistake fully without making excuses.
· Reflection: Think about an orthopedic surgeon dealing with a compound fracture. A good doctor doesn't just cover the wound with velvet cloth; they look at the X-ray to reset the bone structurally so it heals straight. Ponder how much lighter your shoulders would be if you stopped defending what God is waiting to structurally heal.
· Application: Bring one hidden area of failure or lingering guilt completely out into the open light of grace by verbalizing it to God and, if necessary, the person impacted.
Wednesday: The Swift Restoration
· Focus: Total Reinstatement as Heirs. God does not operate on a six-month probationary period or background checks. His grace is a Sovereign Executive Order that instantly overrides our applications for slavery and restores our royal identity.
· Practice: Consciously choose to walk through today operating from your position of reinstated authority as a child of God, not as a hired servant trying to earn your keep.
· Reflection: Meditate on the three tokens of restoration: the Robe covering your past rags, the Ring giving you back your kingdom authority, and the Shoes marking you as a walking heir. Are you still living below the standard of the bloodline because of old shame?
· Application: Take off the metaphorical "apron of a slave" today. Actively decline to let the enemy replay an old X-ray of a bone that God has already healed and aligned.
Thursday: The Porch of Grace
· Focus: Becoming a Safe Haven. As the local body of Christ, our assignment is to become the "front porch of the city," standing outside in the weather to watch for the first signs of a turning, broken soul.
· Practice: Evaluate the environment you create for others. Intentionally provide a space in your home, workplace, or church where people can confess their brokenness without the fear of immediate social execution or judgment.
· Reflection: Consider the warning to the self-righteous elder brother. Are you currently complaining about how long the light has been left on for a returning rebel while you simply sit inside enjoying the warmth of the fireplace?
· Application: Actively reach out to someone carrying hidden guilt or shame, making it clear through your words and stance that your porch of fellowship is wide open and restriction-free.
Friday: The Re-Entry Feast
· Focus: Celebrating Public Validation. When God restores a life, He doesn't do it in secret or keep them on a trial basis. He commands the whole house to rejoice and throws a public celebration that intentionally forces critics to treat the restored person like royalty.
· Practice: Actively look for an opportunity to throw a metaphorical or literal "fatted calf" celebration for someone who has made a courageous turn toward home, healing, or recovery.
· Reflection: Reflect on the depth of a love that covers your history so perfectly that the village can no longer see your dirt—only your present position. How can your personal celebration of others mimic this divine covering?
· Application: When restoration happens in your circle, refuse to bring up the cost or the details of the "pigpen". Buy the robe, throw the party, and completely anchor them in their restored future.

First Baptist Church Members focus on reaping the benefits of God's Word, with the goal of cultivating spiritual fruit in our character, conduct, and actions that lead others to Christ. We aspire to be a beacon of positivity towards Jesus Christ, embracing our Church, Community, Co-Workers, City, and Country through the principles encapsulated in the acronym F.R.E.S.H. & V.A.L.U.E. 

FRESH (2025)
F – Forget the Past (Isaiah 43:18) 
R – Repent Immediately (1 John 1:9) 
E – Embrace Change (Isaiah 43:19) 
S – Study the Scriptures (2 Timothy 2:15) 
H – Happy Giver (2 Corinthians 9:6-9) 

VALUE (2024)
V – Vigilant of People Harmful Actions (3 John 9) 
A – Avoid Those Who Do Evil (3 John 10) 
L – Lead by Following What is Good (3 John 11) 
U – Unite by Supporting Those Who Act Righteously (3 John 11) 
E – Exemplify Good Behavior from Others (3 John 11) 

