Series: Beyond What Eyes Can See: The Gritty Reality of a Life Walked by Faith
Sermon 1: Little Faith That Hinders Mountains — What Keeps Faith Small?
Scripture Reading
Matthew 17:14-20
[14] And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, [15] Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for oft-times he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. [16] And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. [17] Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. [18] And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour. [19] Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? [20] And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.

Introduction
The text opens with a scene of absolute devastation contrasted with absolute power. The disciples find themselves at the foot of the mountain, staring into the face of an impossible situation. They faced a mountain they could not move.
· Opening Illustration: Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, the great British preacher, once told the story of a man whose house sat at the base of a towering, dark hill that blocked the morning sun. Every day, the man complained about the shadow, wishing the hill would vanish. One evening, he read Matthew 17:20 and decided to test it. He prayed with great drama, "Lord, roll this hill away into the sea." He closed his eyes, slept, and woke up early the next morning. He rushed to the window, pulled back the curtains, saw the hill still standing there, and remarked, "Just as I thought! Still there!" Morgan noted that the man didn’t have mustard seed faith; he had an expected failure. He was managing his expectations instead of trusting a sovereign Master.
· The Reality of the Crisis: The boy was afflicted, torn apart by demonic hands; the father was desperate, weeping over his son's agony; and the disciples were utterly powerless. They had the training, they had the mandate, yet they stood paralyzed in front of the screaming boy and a mocking crowd.
· The Crucial Question: Why does faith that has seen miracles still fail at the next challenge? These men had seen legs straightened, blind eyes opened, and thousands fed with a few loaves. Yet here, they fail. The issue is not whether God is able, but why our faith becomes little.
· The Central Truth: Big idea: Faith becomes weak when it is distracted, divided, and disconnected from dependence on God. It is not that the power source has failed; it is that our transmission lines have been severed by our own spiritual drift.

Main Point 1: Little Faith Is Hindered by Unbelief (Vs. 17) Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me Matthew 17:17
When the disciples came to Jesus privately, demanding to know why they couldn't cast out the demon, Christ didn’t offer a gentle excuse. He went straight to the root of the decay. Unbelief is not merely an intellectual doubt or an honest struggle with mystery; it is a moral resistance to trusting God’s word. It is a perversion of our design, shifting our gaze from the Creator to the creature.
· The Mechanism of Drift: Perverse faith looks at circumstances more than at Christ. We see this vividly in Matthew 14:30-31: [30] But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. [31] And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? The wind didn't change Jesus' power, but looking at it changed Peter's focus.
· The Historical Pattern: Unbelief grows where God’s power is forgotten. Notice how Israel stumbled in Psalm 78:19-22: [19] Yea, they spake against God; they said, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness? [20] Behold, he smote the rock, that the waters gushed out, and the streams overflowed; can he give bread also? can he provide flesh for his people? [21] Therefore the Lord heard this, and was wroth: so a fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also came up against Israel; [22] Because they believed not in God, and trusted not in his salvation: Israel limited God in their thinking though He had provided before. They remembered the hunger but forgot the deliverance. Conversely, the deliberate memory of past grace strengthens present trust, as demonstrated in Psalm 77:11-12: [11] I will remember the works of the Lord: surely I will remember thy wonders of old. [12] I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings.


· Application: We must identify where skepticism has replaced surrender in our own hearts. Ask yourself whether your prayer life has become routine but not expectant, matching the warning of double-mindedness found in James 1:6-8: [6] But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. [7] For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. [8] A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. We must confess our subtle unbelief before it hardens into open, defiant disobedience.
· Main Point Illustration: In his writings, Dr. Warren Wiersbe described unbelief as a "spiritual cataract." Just as physical cataracts gradually cloud the lens of the eye, making everything appear dark and distorted until the person is functionally blind, unbelief slowly deposits layers of cynicism over our spiritual vision. It doesn't change the landscape of God's reality; it simply stops the light of His promises from penetrating our hearts, leaving us stumbling over small stones as if they were unmoveable obstacles.
Pause and Ponder: Consider this deeply: Are you evaluating the size of your trial based on your resources, or are you measuring your trial against the sovereign authority of your King? Pause and ask yourself if you have begun to treat the Living God as a historical memory rather than a present reality.

Main Point 2: Little Faith Is Hindered by Spiritual Negligence (Vs. 19) Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? Matthew 17:19 Matthew 17:21: [21] Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting
Faith is not a magical formula that works independently of our walk with God. The disciples assumed that because they had the title, they had the current power. They discovered that some battles require intense spiritual discipline, not just spiritual language. You cannot live a sloppy spiritual life in private and expect to walk in public spiritual power.
· The Blueprint of Power: Victory in public begins with private dependence on God. Mark records Christ's custom in Mark 1:35: [35] And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there quite prayed. Jesus points to prayer and fasting as the missing link in Matthew 17:21: [21] Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting. (See also Mark 9:29: [29] And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.)
· The Function of Discipline: Prayer is not a religious ritual; it is the ultimate expression of total dependence. Where prayer is weak, faith becomes theoretical rather than active. Fasting, focus, and intentional dependence prepare the heart for harder mountains, just as Jesus commanded in Matthew 6:16-18: [16] Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. [17] But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; [18] That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. Spiritual discipline does not earn power; it positions our broken hearts to rely fully on God. Spiritual laziness starves our faith until it has no strength left to stand.


· Main Point Illustration: The legendary old-school evangelist D.L. Moody used to illustrate spiritual negligence with an empty gas lamp. He said, "You might have the most expensive brass lamp, the finest wick, and a beautiful polished glass globe, but if there is no oil inside the reservoir, you can strike matches all night long and you will never produce a single ray of light." The disciples had the apostolic framework—the brass and the wick—but their spiritual negligence had left their inner reservoirs bone dry, leaving them completely dark when the hour of battle arrived.

Pause and Ponder: Examine your altar: Is your private prayer closet a well-worn path of desperate reliance, or has it become a museum of past devotion while you try to fight today's demons with yesterday's breath?

Main Point 3: Little Faith Is Hindered by Misplaced Confidence (Vs. 16-18) 16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. Matthew 17:16:  [20] And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. Matthew 17:20:
The most dangerous counterfeit of real faith is self-confidence dressed up in religious vocabulary. They remembered their past successes and tried to repeat the mechanics of the miracle without the Master. Faith fails when we trust the method instead of the relationship. Human ability without abiding produces nothing but deep frustration, confirming Christ’s words in John 15:5: [5] I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. – people look the part dress the part but when they shoot the ball
· The Sufficiency of the Object: The encouraging news is that the smallest faith can move mountains when its object is great. Jesus breaks it down in Matthew 17:20: [20] And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. Jesus does not praise the size of your faith; He praises the sufficiency of the One who is trusted. A grain of mustard seed points to a living, dynamic, active trust in a mighty God. It is not about great faith in God; it is about faith in a great God.
· Application: We must actively move our confidence away from self and fix it entirely on Christ. Stop measuring what you can do in your limited flesh and start resting in what God can do through His limitless power, as declared in Ephesians 3:20: [20] Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us. We must replace our exhausting self-reliance with simple, daily, unquestioning obedience.
· Main Point Illustration: Charles Spurgeon, the Prince of Preachers, illustrated misplaced confidence through the image of a foolish passenger on a great steamship. The passenger, terrified that the ship’s engines would fail, ran to the stern of the vessel and began pushing against the wooden railing with all his might, sweating and straining to help the boat move forward. Spurgeon noted that his pushing added absolutely nothing to the speed of the vessel; it only exhausted the man and blinded him to the fact that the massive engines below were already doing all the work. When we trust our efforts instead of Christ, we are simply pushing uselessly against the railing.
Pause and Ponder: Take a moment to look at your primary source of assurance: Are you leaning on your own experience, your own theology, and your own talent, or are you resting entirely upon the unshakeable rock of Christ's finished work?
Conclusion
Little faith is not cured by raw willpower, nor is it manufactured by pumping up your emotions; it is cured by a renewed, broken-hearted dependence on Jesus Christ. The mountain towering over your life does not answer to your human strength, your intellect, or your strategies; it answers to authentic faith in God.
· Call to Action: Repent of your unbelief, return to the secret place of prayer, and trust the sovereign Lord for the impossible, knowing the standard set in Hebrews 11:6: [6] But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
· Closing Illustration: A.W. Tozer once recalled a winter scene on a large northern river. A heavy sheet of thick ice had frozen over the dark water. A traveler, unfamiliar with the strength of winter ice, crept out onto the riverbank on his hands and knees, trembling with fear, terrified that at any moment the ice would split and swallow him up. Just as he was sweating in fear, a teamster driving a massive, heavy wagon pulled by four giant horses came roaring down the road, completely ignoring the traveler, and drove straight out onto the middle of the river, singing a song at the top of his lungs. The ice didn't hold up because the driver had great courage; it held up because the ice was thick. Our faith doesn't move mountains because our grip is tight, but because our Savior is unshakeable.
Closing
Church, we serve a Savior who cannot be cornered by a crisis or matched by any mountain!
He is the One who stands tall when human efforts collapse! The disciples were paralyzed, but the Master was fully prepared! He didn't need a committee; He didn't ask for a blueprint; He simply spoke to the demon, and hell had to pack up and leave the premises!
He is the Sovereign King over every spiritual realm! He is the Answer to our deep confusion and the exact Antidote to our systemic unbelief!
They brought Him a boy who was falling into the fire, but my Savior is the One who walks through the fire and keeps the flames from burning His people! They brought Him a desperate case, but He is the Supplier of absolute deliverance! He handles the mountains because He established the mountains!
Praise His holy name, for there is no obstacle too high, no valley too deep, and no demon too strong for the Lord Jesus Christ! Give Him glory in the house today!

My phrases
· Faith looks to the sovereign Master, while sight panics at the shifting storm.
· Little faith counts the height of the mountain, but living faith rests in the depth of God's power.
· We are called to stand on the unshakeable Word, not to drift on the changing winds of circumstance.
· Misplaced confidence trusts the human vessel, while authentic faith relies on the divine Captain.
· Sight demands a full explanation before it moves, but faith requires only a command from the King.
· The world tells you to measure your internal strength; the Spirit tells you to look to Christ's infinite sufficiency.
· Spiritual negligence leaves us empty in the battle, but private devotion prepares us for public victory.
· Unbelief focuses entirely on the horizontal crisis, while faith anchors itself in vertical reality.
· We do not ask for an emotional feeling to guide us; we lean on an eternal promise to sustain us.
· A mustard seed of living faith outweighs a mountain of dead, self-reliant religious methodology.
· Sight trembles before the deep roots of the trial, but faith flings the obstacle straight into the sea.
· True servants do not labor to win human applause; they obey because they belong to a heavenly Master.
· Self-reliance leaves you exhausted and broken, while absolute dependence leaves you stable and secure.
· The ten spies calculated their smallness against the giants, but Joshua calculated the giants against an almighty God.
· Peter walked when his gaze was locked on Jesus, but he sank the moment his eyes drifted to the wind.
· Temporal troubles are passing shadows, but the unseen glory of God is an everlasting substance.
· Do not let your fickle senses dictate your theology; let the infallible Scripture dictate your reality.
· Sight lives for the immediate luxury of Egypt, but faith endures for the eternal reward of the Kingdom.
· Little faith tries to manipulate God for its own ends, while true faith submits to God for His glory.
· Human talent can build a temporary tower, but only simple obedience can move an ancient mountain.
· We do not walk by the dim light of human speculation; we march by the brilliant lamp of divine revelation.
· The flesh demands to see the destination, but the spirit is content knowing the Guide.
· Unbelief limits the Holy One of Israel, while faith declares that nothing is impossible with God.
· Do not measure the difficulty by your fading resources; measure the victory by His unfailing grace.
· Sight stops walking when the path becomes dark, but faith steps forward because the Lord is its light.



Celebration & Gratitude
· We praise You, Lord Jesus, because You carried the heavy mountain of our sin when we were utterly powerless to lift it!
· We celebrate Your holy name because You stood in our place, enduring the ultimate storm of holy wrath so we could walk in perfect peace!
· Thank You, Savior, for paying the infinite debt of our transgression, turning our spiritual bankruptcy into eternal inheritance!
· We rejoice today that our standing before God is anchored in Your flawless righteousness and not in our fragile performance!
· Hallelujah to the Lamb who looked past our deep rebellion and bought our redemption with His own precious blood!
· We worship You, King Jesus, because You faced the darkness of isolation on the cross so we would never be disconnected from the Father!
· Thank You, Lord, that when our faith is small, Your faithfulness remains unshakeable and securely wraps around our souls!
· We celebrate the glorious truth that You took our filthy rags of self-reliance and clothed us in the garments of salvation!
· Praise Your name because You did not leave us to starve in spiritual negligence but nourished us through Your broken body!
· We give thanks that the curse of the broken law was fully satisfied when You hung upon the tree of shame for us!
· You endured the mocking of the crowd and the desertion of Your friends so that we might be welcomed into the family of God!
· Thank You, Lord Jesus, that the deep roots of our sin-tree were completely pulled up and destroyed at Calvary!
· We praise You for becoming the Ultimate Servant who laid down His life, breaking the back of death once and for all!
· We rejoice because the grave could not hold You, and Your resurrection guarantees our final victory over every shadow!
· Thank You, Master, for taking the stripes upon Your back so that by Your wounds our broken souls could be healed!
· We celebrate that You drank the bitter cup of judgment down to the very dregs, leaving not a single drop for those who trust in You!
· All glory to Jesus, who conquered the principalities and powers, exposing them to open shame through the triumph of the cross!
· Thank You for being the Author and the Perfecter of our faith, sustaining us by Your intercession at the right hand of majesty!
· We shout for joy because our names are written in heaven, bought not with corruptible things like silver or gold, but with Your life!
· Praise You, Savior, for enduring the agony of physical thirst on the cross so that we could drink forever from the well of living water!
· We bless Your name because You bowed Your head and gave up the ghost, shouting "It is finished!" to seal our eternal security!
· Thank You, Lord, for taking our place under the heavy stroke of divine justice so we could stand under the overflow of divine mercy!
· We celebrate that You broke down the middle wall of partition, giving us bold, unhindered access into the Holy of Holies!
· We lift our voices in endless gratitude because You bore the crown of thorns to restore our lost inheritance in the Kingdom!
· Praise be to the Living Lord Jesus Christ, who died our death, paid our cost, and reigns forevermore as our triumphant Redeemer!
Series Teaser: How the Next Message Builds on the Last
We have discovered what keeps faith small, and we have realized that even a microscopic seed of living faith is explosive when tied to a great God. But now we must ask: How does this small, potent faith actually walk through the terrain of everyday life? How does it move forward when the path ahead is entirely covered in thick darkness and the evidence of our eyes contradicts the promises of our God? Next week, we are moving from the measure of faith to the movement of faith. We are going to discover the daily lifestyle of the believer—stepping out of the realm of visual management and stepping completely into the realm of spiritual trust as we learn what it truly means to walk by faith, and not by sight!
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