2026 Theme: “Christians Staying Connected to Jesus, The True Vine” (John 15:1-7) 
By Embracing F.R.E.S.H and Being a V.A.L.U.E
10:00 A.M. Order of Service
Devotion ……………………………………First Baptist Church of Perris Deacons & Deaconess
Call to Worship/Affirmation .............................................................................................. Minister
Praise to Worship
Responsive Reading............................................................................................................ Minister
Announcement ................................................................................ Pastor-Teacher Terry L. Wells
Welcome......................................................................................................................... Hospitality
Two Minute Fellowship
Tithes, Offering & Benevolence......................................................................................... Minister
Selection.................................................................................................. First Baptist Mass Chorus
Corporate Call .................................................................................................................... Minister
Selection.................................................................................................. First Baptist Mass Chorus
Message............................................................................................ Pastor-Teacher Terry L. Wells
Call to Discipleship............................................................................................................. Minister
Benediction.......................................................................................................................... Minister
Sermon Notes: "Are You a Christian or a Phony?"
Text: 2 Corinthians 13:5-7 (KJV)
Location/Service: Sunday Morning Worship Service
Background & Context
· The Problem in Corinth: The church at Corinth was highly influenced by a secular, pagan society. Instead of examining their own worldliness, they demanded "proof" of the Apostle Paul’s spiritual authority.
· Paul’s Response: Rather than defending his credentials, Paul turns the tables and demands that the church members audit their own spiritual condition.
· The Core Definition:
Syntax Definition: Reprobates translates phony (bogus) meaning fraudulent: having a misleading appearance.
Main Point 1: The Mandate for Self-Examination
“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” — 2 Corinthians 13:5 (KJV)
· The Greek Meaning: "Examine" means to scrutinize or test for authenticity; "prove" is the imagery of a metal assayer placing gold into a hot fire to burn away the dross.
· The Danger: It is easy to rely on external religious heritage (parents’ faith, baptism dates, church membership) while ignoring our current heart condition.
· The Diagnostic Test: If you were arrested today for being a born-again follower of Jesus Christ, would there be enough clear, undeniable fruit in your daily life to secure a conviction? (Matthew 7:20).
Main Point 2: The Marker of Authentic Assurance
“But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates.” — 2 Corinthians 13:6 (KJV)
· Assurance vs. Insurance: True assurance is not based on a past emotional experience; it is rooted in the active, ongoing, indwelling presence of Jesus Christ.
· The Difference in Appetite: A phony Christian can swim in willful sin, harbor bitterness, and walk in carnality with zero internal grief. A genuine Christian is deeply convicted, chastised by God, and broken over sin until they repent (Hebrews 12:6).
· The Fake Foundation: A counterfeit faith presents a highly misleading appearance of security—like a bank vault door glued to a cheap drywall surface. It crumbles instantly under life's pressure because there is no solid steel foundation.
Main Point 3: The Manifestation of Practical Holiness
“Now I pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we should appear approved, but that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates.” — 2 Corinthians 13:7 (KJV)
· The True Desire: Paul’s ultimate prayer is not that he looks vindicated, but that the congregation walks in absolute honesty, practical holiness, and avoids evil.
· The Nature of Conversion: True conversion completely changes your internal operating system (2 Corinthians 5:17). You stop doing evil not just to avoid getting caught, but because it breaks the heart of the Savior.
· The Metamorphosis: You cannot turn a caterpillar into a butterfly by gluing fake wings to its back. A phony tries to force themselves to act like a Christian from the outside, but a true believer has been radically changed from the inside out by the Holy Ghost.
Sermon Takeaway & Challenge
Do not gamble your eternity on a misleading appearance. True faith is tested in the furnace, possesses the active indwelling presence of Christ, and is proven through a lifestyle of practical holiness. If your current spiritual walk is a fraudulent imitation, drop the mask and surrender completely to Jesus today.
5-Day Weekday Devotional for Members
Day 1: Testing the Metal
· Scripture: “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves...” — 2 Corinthians 13:5a
· Devotional:
We live in a culture that is obsessed with looking outward. We review restaurants, audit our financial statements, and readily critique the flaws of those around us. Yet, God’s Word issues a commanding mandate to turn the magnifying glass inward. Paul challenges us to "prove" ourselves, using the language of a jeweler testing gold in a blazing fire. Counterfeit gold can easily pass a casual glance, but it cannot survive the furnace. True faith does not fear the fire of God’s Word; it welcomes it to burn away hypocrisy.
· Reflective Question: Am I more focused on maintaining a polished religious reputation before others than I am on the true, unvarnished condition of my heart before an all-knowing God?
· Action Step: Set aside 10 minutes in silence today. Ask the Holy Ghost to search your secret thoughts, habits, and speech, and expose any areas that are fraudulent.
Day 2: Is the Current Running?
· Scripture: “...Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” — 2 Corinthians 13:5b
· Devotional:
Think of an electrical breaker box panel on a wall. It can be clean, newly painted, and perfectly labeled on the outside, but its external appearance means nothing if there is no live electrical current flowing through the wires on the inside. Paul warns against being a reprobate—someone who has a fraudulent, misleading appearance but lacks spiritual vitality. If Jesus Christ truly dwells inside you, there will be a visible, active power supply moving you toward righteousness.
· Reflective Question: If someone looked at my private life, my bank statements, and my internet history this week, would they find undeniable proof of a live spiritual current, or just a dead, empty panel?
· Action Step: Memorize Matthew 7:20 today: "Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them." Actively look for ways to let Christ's love power your actions at work or home.
Day 3: The Danger of Drywall Faith
· Scripture: “But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates.” — 2 Corinthians 13:6
· Devotional:
A thief can be easily fooled by a heavy steel vault door, even if it is simply glued to a cheap sheet of drywall with nothing behind it. It looks perfectly secure until pressure is applied. Many church members build a "drywall faith." They memorize the hymns, learn the Baptist vocabulary, and raise their hands on Sunday morning, but there is no substance behind the display. True assurance isn’t found in a memory of a distant prayer; it is found in the ongoing, daily protection of a Savior who genuinely forms the foundation of your life.
· Reflective Question: When unexpected trials, temptations, or tragedies apply pressure to my life, does my faith stand firm on the rock of Christ, or does it immediately collapse?
· Action Step: Identify one hidden compromise or "cheap wall" you have built in your spiritual life. Repent of it today and consciously hand control of that area over to the Lordship of Jesus.
Day 4: Brokenness Over Sin
· Scripture: “Now I pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we should appear approved...” — 2 Corinthians 13:7a
· Devotional:
The truest sign of a genuine Christian is not perfection, but sensitivity. A phony Christian can transgress God’s holy laws, gossip, harbor bitterness, or indulge in secret sins, and walk away completely unbothered. Because they have a misleading appearance, they only care about getting caught by men. However, a true child of God has the Holy Ghost living within them. When a real believer sins, they experience a deep, broken sorrow that drives them to their knees because they know they have grieved their Heavenly Father.
· Reflective Question: When I step out of God's will, do I make cheap excuses to justify my actions, or do I allow Holy Ghost conviction to break my heart and lead me to genuine repentance?
· Action Step: Read Hebrews 12:5-11. Thank God for His loving conviction and discipline, recognizing that His correction is the absolute proof that you belong to His family.
Day 5: Internal Metamorphosis
· Scripture: “...but that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates.” — 2 Corinthians 13:7b
· Devotional:
You can never turn a caterpillar into a butterfly by simply gluing a pair of fake, painted wings onto its back. It will still be bound to crawl in the dirt because its internal nature hasn't changed. True biblical conversion is not a matter of behavior modification or trying to force yourself to keep a checklist of rules. It is a radical inward metamorphosis performed by the grace of God. When you are genuinely converted, you receive a brand-new nature with brand-new holy desires. Practical holiness becomes the natural outworking of a transformed life.
· Reflective Question: Am I exhausted from trying to force myself to act like a Christian using my own human strength, or am I resting in the transforming power of the Holy Ghost?
· Action Step: Pray a prayer of total surrender today. Tell the Lord: "I am done trying to wear a mask. Transform my heart from the inside out, and let my life reflect the practical holiness that honors You."

