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August 17, 1944 - April 12, 2023Life
by Henry Van Dyke

Let me but live my life
from year to year, 

With forward face and 
unreluctant soul; 

Not hurrying to, nor
turning from the goal; 
Not mourning for the
things that disappear 
In the dim past, nor
holding back in fear 

From what the future veils; 
but with a whole 

And happy heart,
that pays its toll 

To Youth and Age, and
travels on with cheer.

 So let the way wind up
the hill or down, 

O’er rough or smooth,
the journey will be joy: 

Still seeking what I
sought when but a boy, 

New friendship, high 
adventure, and a crown, 

My heart will keep the
courage of the quest, 

And hope the road’s last
turn will be the best.
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Brian K. Charleson
April 18, 2023 at 2:00 PM

Celebrant:  The Honorable Leroy Jenkins

~Musical Prelude~

Processional Hymn  ....................................  Be Not Afraid

First Reading  ..............................  Life, By Henry Van Dyke

(Steven Charleson)

Let me but live my life from year to year, 

With forward face and unreluctant soul; 

Not hurrying to, nor turning from the goal; 

Not mourning for the things that disappear 

In the dim past, nor holding back in fear 

From what the future veils; but with a whole 

And happy heart, that pays its toll 

To Youth and Age, and travels on with cheer.

 So let the way wind up the hill or down, 

O’er rough or smooth, the journey will be joy: 

Still seeking what I sought when but a boy, 

New friendship, high adventure, and a crown, 

My heart will keep the courage of the quest, 

And hope the road’s last turn will be the best.

Narragansett Universalist Unitarian Church

Memorial Service Celebrating the Life of

Hymn  .......................................................  You Are Mine

Second Reading  ...........................  Poem by Maya Angelou

(Daniel K. Charleson)

We, unaccustomed to courage

exiles from delight

live coiled in shells of loneliness

until love leaves its high holy temple

and comes into our sight

to liberate us into life.

Love arrives

and in its train come ecstasies

old memories of pleasure

ancient histories of pain.

Yet if we are bold,

love strikes away the chains of fear

from our souls.

We are weaned from our timidity

In the flush of love’s light

we dare be brave

And suddenly we see

that love costs all we are

and will ever be.

Yet it is only love

which sets us free.

Gospel  ........................................  Prayer of Saint Francis

Presentation of Gifts ....  Brian, Kyra, Abigail, Henry, and Jacob

Communion Hymn  .................................  All I Ask Of You

Reflections  ...........................................  Steven Charleson

Recessional  ...........................  Let There Be Peace On Earth
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Never have we been more aware

of how much our family

and friends mean to us. 

Your thoughtfulness did

so much to ease our sorrow.

The Family of

Brian K. Charleson
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Thank You Card

I’d like the memory of me
to be a happy one,

I’d like to leave an afterglow
of smiles when life is done.

I’d like to leave an echo
whispering softly down the ways,

Of happy times and laughing times
and bright and sunny days.

I’d like the tears of those who grieve, 
to dry before the sun

Of happy memories that I leave
When life is done.
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Brian K. Charleson entered into rest on 
April 12, 2023 after a brief illness.  He 
was the beloved husband of Catherine 
Banks Charleson and father to three 
sons, Steven D. Charleson and his wife 
Sophie of Mystic, CT, David J. Charleson 
and his partner Matthew James of New 
York City, and Daniel K. Charleson and 
his wife Veronica of Atlanta, GA.  He was 
dearly loved by his five grandchildren 
Brian, Kyra, Abigail, Henry and Jacob.

Brian was born in Lewisburg, WV 
on August 17, 1944 to Marvin and 
Elenore Charleson.  He received a 
PhD in English from University of 
Iowa and taught for many years at the 
Carthage College in Wisconsin where 
he was considered a leading expert in 
Arthurian Literature before retiring 
to the shores of Rhode Island.  Brian 
loved the ocean and spent hours sailing 
out of Newport with his family and his 
Clumber Spaniel, Angus McGee.

He traveled extensively throughout 
Europe and Asia.  He worked as 
a consultant in Wales during the 
excavation of Tintagel Castle, the 
legendary home of Camelot in an 
attempt to prove that Arthur was an 
actual historical figure.  He loved all 
things Medieval and collected antique 
swords and knives, many of them 
museum quality.

His funeral service will be held on April 
18, 2023 at 2:00 p.m., at Narragansett 
Universalist Unitarian Church, 5000 
Boston Neck Road, Narragansett, Rhode 
Island.  Burial will be at sea.
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Officiating
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Interment
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I’d like the memory of me

to be a happy one,

I’d like to leave an afterglow

of smiles when life is done.

I’d like to leave an echo

whispering softly down the ways,

Of happy times and laughing times

and bright and sunny days.

I’d like the tears of those who grieve, to dry 

before the sun

Of happy memories that I leave
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At our funeral home we 
understand and respect the 
difficulty of losing a loved 
one.  It is a time filled with 
emotion where every step 
taken evokes memories.



We have assembled a collection of 
carefully designed Prayer Cards to honor 
your loved ones.

All designed to capture 
cherished memories and 
provide you with remembrance 
that brings solace.

We also provide 
custom design 
services to honor 
your loved one 
through an image 
you hold dear.

















































Never have we been more aware
of how much our family 
and friends mean to us.

Your thoughtfulness did so 
much to ease our sorrow.

A friendly smile, a casual touch,

These are the things that mean so much. 

To know you are with us in our time of sorrow, 

Sharing our prayers, today and tomorrow.

Perhaps you sent a lovely card,
or sat quietly in a chair.

Perhaps you sent a funeral spray,
If so we saw it there.

Perhaps you spoke the kindest words, 
As any friend could say;

Perhaps you were not there at all,
Just thought of us that day,

Whatever you did to console our hearts,
We thank you so much whatever the part.

During a time like this
we realize how much
our family and friends

really mean to us.

Your expression of
sympathy will always

be remembered.

Agradecemos
a expressão de vossos pêsames

e não esqueceremos que
partilharam nossos sentimentos

em momentos tão difíceis

Thank You Card Phrases
Phrase A

Phrase D

Phrase B

Phrase E

Phrase C
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Let me but live my life
from year to year, 

With forward face and 
unreluctant soul; 

Not hurrying to, nor
turning from the goal; 
Not mourning for the
things that disappear 
In the dim past, nor
holding back in fear 

From what the future veils; 
but with a whole 

And happy heart,
that pays its toll 

To Youth and Age, and
travels on with cheer.

 So let the way wind up
the hill or down, 

O’er rough or smooth,
the journey will be joy: 

Still seeking what I
sought when but a boy, 

New friendship, high 
adventure, and a crown, 

My heart will keep the
courage of the quest, 

And hope the road’s last
turn will be the best.
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To Youth and Age, and travels on with cheer.
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O’er rough or smooth, the journey will be joy: 

Still seeking what I sought when but a boy, 

New friendship, high adventure, and a crown, 

My heart will keep the courage of the quest, 

And hope the road’s last turn will be the best.
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Second Reading  ...........................  Poem by Maya Angelou
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We, unaccustomed to courage
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until love leaves its high holy temple

and comes into our sight

to liberate us into life.

Love arrives

and in its train come ecstasies

old memories of pleasure

ancient histories of pain.

Yet if we are bold,
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from our souls.

We are weaned from our timidity

In the flush of love’s light

we dare be brave

And suddenly we see

that love costs all we are

and will ever be.

Yet it is only love

which sets us free.
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