The Celebration of Marriage between
“Bride Full Name” & “Groom Full Name”
In Praise and Thanksgiving to Almighty God

Sample Marriage Worship Aid – Marriage within Mass

This sample worship aid is exhaustive; it includes all the parts and directions for celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage within Mass.  Couples will find that they do not need to include all of these parts and directions.  We provide them here as a starting point, but please feel free to remove what you do not think you will need.

This parts are provided in the proper order, but couples will also find that they will need to provide more space in their own worship aid for including the words to songs.  Therefore, no attempt has been made here to put these parts on the proper page or to guess how much space will be needed for songs or images.

Officiant: Title & Full Name
Church Name
Town, State
Date

Introductory Rites

Prelude: Name of Chant, Composer
Words of Chant (and music notation if available)
A prelude with or without words may be appropriate to help the assembly prepare themselves for the celebration.

Welcome of Bride & Groom
The priest welcomes the couple either now, at the church door or after the procession, before the altar.

Please Stand
Procession & Entrance Chant: Name of Chant, Composer
Words of Chant (and music notation if available)
Other entrance songs should also be listed if there are separate songs for the procession.

Sign of the Cross & Greeting
Priest: “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”
All Respond: “Amen”

The Priest then addresses the couple and those present to dispose them inwardly for the celebration of Marriage.

Gloria (this may be sung or recited)
All say together:
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.”

Opening Prayer (Collect)
Priest: “Let us pray…” The priest here invites all to pray the same prayer in their hearts that he says out loud.
All Respond: “Amen”
Please Sit

The Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament Reading: Book Chapter: Verse-Verse
Reader: “A Reading from…  The word of the Lord.”
All Respond: “Thanks be to God.”

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm #: Verse-Verse
Words of Psalm (and music notation if available)

New Testament Reading: Book Chapter: Verse-Verse
Reader: “A Reading from…  The word of the Lord.”
All Respond: “Thanks be to God.”

Please Stand
Gospel Acclamation
Words of Acclamation (and music notation if available)

Gospel Reading: Book Chapter: Verse-Verse
Priest/Deacon: “A reading from the holy Gospel according to…  The Gospel of the Lord.”
All Respond: “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.”
Please Sit

Homily

The Celebration of Matrimony

Please Stand
Exchange of Consent
The priest addresses the couple about to marry then proceeds with:
1. Questions before the Consent: the priest questions the couple about their freedom of choice, fidelity to each other, and the acceptance and upbringing of children.
2. The Consent: the priest invites the couple to declare their consent and has them join their right hands.
3. The Reception of the Consent: the priest receives their consent and then invites the people to praise God.
Priest: “Let us bless the Lord.”
All Respond: “Thanks be to God.”

The Blessing & Giving of Rings
The priest blesses the rings and sprinkles them with holy water.
The couple place the rings on each other’s ring finger saying:
Couple: “Receive this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

Optional Cultural Traditions: a couple may choose to present flowers to Mary and or Joseph, or to sing a hymn of praise.

The Universal Prayer
Reader: “For…  We pray to the Lord.”
All Respond: “Lord, hear our prayer.”

The Lord’s Prayer (sung or recited)
Priest: “At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:”
All Respond: “Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

The Nuptial Blessing
In this blessing, the priest prays for the married couple and asks that God give them special graces, including fidelity, the blessing of children, and a long life together. The prayer is filled with Scriptural allusions, going all the way back to the book of Genesis and its description of the way God created the universe and brought together the first man and woman to be “one flesh.”  All present should pray along in silence.
Priest: “...Through Christ our Lord.”
All Respond: “Amen”
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Concluding Rites

Please Stand
Solemn Blessing of the Couple and Assembly
Priest: “Let us pray.  May God the eternal Father keep you of one heart in love for one another, that the peace of Christ may dwell in you and abide always in your home.”
All Respond: “Amen”
Priest: “May you be blessed in your children, have solace in your friends and enjoy true peace with everyone.”
All Respond: “Amen”
Priest: “May you be witnesses in the world to God’s charity, so that the afflicted and needy who have known your kindness may one day receive you thankfully into the eternal dwelling of God.”
All Respond: “Amen”
Priest: “And may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”
All Respond: “Amen”

Dismissal
Priest: “Go forth, the mass is ended.”
All Respond: “Thanks be to God.”

Recessional Hymn: Hymn Name, Composer
Words of Hymn (and music notation if available)

Wedding Party
Parents of the Bride: Mother & Father Names
Parents of the Groom: Mother & Father Names
Maid of Honor: Full Name
Best Man: Full Name
Bridesmaids: Full Names
Groomsmen: Full Names
Other

Liturgical Ministers
Readers: Full Names
Gift Bearers: Full Names
Prayer of the Faithful: Full Name
Organist: Full Name
Cantor: Full Name
Other Music: Full Name

Thank You Message from Couple

Directions to & Time of Reception, etc.
