
Sunday  23rd August 2026 Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 

First Reading  Genesis 1:11-13 

Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that 
bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. The land produced 
vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it 
according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the third day. 

Second Reading Matthew 6:25-34  

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  And 
which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you 
anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor 
spin,  yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  But if 
God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the 
oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?  Therefore do not be anxious, 
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the 
Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them 
all.  But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you. “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 
 
Thanks to Flowers by Kate Farrell 
Not only the cultivated ones in parks 
and gardens, unfolding immaculate petals 
on a terrace or trellis, and not just 
the wild ones, kissed by elegant birds 
in jungle foliage, or brightening roadsides 
and meadows, blossoming anyplace that anything 
can blossom, but thanks also to flowers 
blooming in paintings, on carpets, pottery, 
fabrics of dresses and draperies or wherever 
the real or invented colors and shapes 
of flowers lift the mood of a scene, 
as they are snipped from bushes, gathered 
in cordless bunches, tied in ribbons 
or arranged in rare bouquets for precious vases. 
Perfect by nature for gift and centerpiece, 
they perfume ballrooms, backyards and prairies, 
and, indoors or out the window, they gladden 
celebrations and refresh every country 
and season, for, even in iciest winter.  
The word flower thrives in every language, 
adorning what everyone says and imagines 
with the beautiful thought of flowers 
which teach by timeless example 
that life goes by anyway; you might as well 
flower. 
 



 

St Michael & All Angels, Stokenham 
11 am Morning Praise - Lay Led 

 
If you are joining us for the first time, please introduce yourself. You are very welcome! 

Please join us for tea/coffee after the service. 
 

  THIS WEEK WE HOLD IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

….The departed and those who mourn that they may be comforted and consoled and 
for those whose anniversaries we keep at this time. Rev Howard Gray…. 

 
Notices: 
 
‘Teas by the Seas’  Every Sunday from 11 am to 4 pm and every Bank Holiday Monday from 
11 am to 4 pm into September. Enjoy tea/coffee and cake at St Andrew's Church Beesands, 
helping to support many charities. If you can assist by baking cakes or serving, please contact 
Ann Foss 07970 702537. 
 
Bible Study meets on the 2nd Monday of the month.  The next Bible Study will be on 14th of 
September 2026 2.30 pm in the Old Exchange.  All are welcome.  
 
 
Dates for your diary 
 
Saturday, 29th August Neil Martin will be presenting a history talk ‘Pirates – from the Hams’ 
at St Michael and All Angels. 10 am for tea, coffee and cake. The talk will commence at 
10.30am. All proceeds to the Church restoration. 
 
Monday 31st August A History Stroll and Cream Tea event will be held at St Martins to raise 
money for the St Martins Improvement Fund. The Stroll will be from 12pm – 4pm with parking 
at the Village Hall. The cream tea without the walk is allowed! 
 
Saturday 29th to Monday 31st August, 10am – 5pm Arts & Crafts Exhibition & Sale at 
St James the Great, Slapton. Free entry, refreshments 2 – 5pm and Demonstrations. 
 
 
 
Forthcoming Services:   
 

 
 

 

Wednesday 26th 
August 

Holy Communion St Michael’s 10 am 

Sunday 30th August Benefice Holy Communion St Mary’s 10:30 am 


