[image: image1][image: image2.png]


January 2026                 The Carillon, First Presbyterian Church, Clinton, Missouri           

[image: image3.png]


January 2026                      The Carillon, First Presbyterian Church, Clinton, Missouri


[image: image4.png]


                                   

[image: image11.png]il spseEsE
mppEEEaSE




  

2026
First Presbyterian Church
220 East Franklin
Clinton, Missouri  64735
PASTOR’S CORNER
January has come, with its biting winds, cold days and even colder nights. But the solstice has occurred and the amount of daylight will increase. Spring will come again. Until that time it is good to remember that: “wisemen still seek Him, they follow a star, That leads them to Jesus as travelers a far. And someday we'll find ourselves at the foot of the King
With all of God's angels, His praises we'll sing.” (Lynn Cooper)
“The story of the magi is our story. God has used his supernatural means to draw us unto himself…. On one glorious day, when we were exhausted and wearied in our sin, God led us to gaze upon Jesus just as the Magi did. We see the glory of God manifested through Jesus Christ in the internal work of the Holy Spirit. We see our utter sinfulness and God’s abounding grace offered in the Messiah. We are filled with joy as this grace sinks into our hearts.”  (Travis Cunningham)
This month we remember the life and lessons of Martin Luther King, Jr. who said “I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become reality. I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word.”
He took to heart the lessons of Mahatma Gandhi, “the best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”
In recognition of the baptism of the Lord, I invite all those, parents or individuals, who wish to present their children or themselves for Baptism to contact me. Baptism joins us to the community of the faithful and grants us the connections to help us grow in faith and service.
The holiday may have come and gone, but I encourage us all to keep Christmas in our hearts, every day of the coming year. As Christmastide measures in steady pace onward I pray for you that the music, light, love, hope, peace and joy will remain with you in the coming days of bleak midwinter. May this year see your prayers answered and our congregation continue its work in service to the Lord and his kingdom on earth. “God bless us everyone.”
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mary
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First Sunday Meet and Eat for January 4 will be at Old Crow Winery, Clinton, Mo. 
Ushers/Greeters for January
Scott & Jami Voelmeck      Diane Barbee
Fellowship for January
Pam Gray, chair    Ernie Nisely    Monica Sheek
Ushers/Greeters February
Bryan & Melinda Dehn      Pam Gray
   Fellowship for February
Donna Doll      Darlene Dice
Sarah Hall     Gayle Dunahee
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 Church committee and staff, your reports are         due in the office January 19.  The 2025 Annual Report will be distributed February 1.            
SPREADING CHRISTMAS CHEER
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Eddie Briggs shows 150 boxes of jello and pudding collected recently by our church.  Thank you for your help with our mission projects.
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Weather Aware
Winter is here! In the event of inclement weather, Session will decide if church will be canceled. Stay near your phone for a text or call Saturday evening that church and activities are canceled. If the church is open but the weather turns “iffy”, please use the south parking lot door. Always use your best judgment when the flurries fly. 
2025 Christmas Eve Eve 
Thank You
Thank you to the deacons and everyone who brought food, helped serve, set up and clean up to make the chili and soup dinner a success! Thanks to Mary Anna, children and the members who organized the heart-warming portrayal of the birth of Jesus.  It was so beautiful! Thanks to Ed and Diane for putting a smile on children’s faces and a warmth in parents' hearts.
Blessings to all of you!  Mark & Gay
Scenes from Christmas Eve Eve 2025
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Poinsettia List 2025
Sharon Gilkey in Memory of Bill Gilkey and Loved Ones.
Ann Booth in Memory of Mr. and Mrs. Jean Booth.
Faith and Jim Johns in Memory of Hap and Betty England.
Renie Dehn and Buckner Neate in Memory of Ed and Sue Ziman and in memory of Bill and Billie Neate.
Donna Clay in Memory of Loved Ones.
James Cordray in Honor of Family, Shipmates, and Friends.
Danny and Sherry Himes in Memory of Mary Kay Street and in Memory of Doug Street.
Larry Brown in Memory of Paul and Betty Brown.
Debbie Wilson and family in Memory of John Wilson, Floyd Wilson Family Members, and Darrell Dehn Family Members.
Dave and Sandie Sorbo in Memory of Marjorie and Norlan Sorbo, in Memory of Katherine and Paul 
Nichols, in Honor of Tory Sorbo and Oreste Minme, and in Honor of Dawn and Casey Higgins and Family.
Dew, McCoy, and Zumbrunnen families in Honor of Relatives and Friends.
Patricia Parks in Memory of Marjorie Smiley Parks.
David and Donna Doll in Memory of Don and Betty Kaiser and in Memory of Dennis Doll.
Mary Lou Marti in Memory of David, Everette, and Mary Frances Marti.
Ed and Diane Hannah in Memory of Joe and Lois Brownsberger.
Mary Anna Townsend in Memory of Marie B. Endress and A. Van Endress, Virginia McHenry, S. Gardner Endress, and Ronnie Dean Townsend.
Connie and Martin Grisier in Honor of their Parents.
Pam Gray in Memory of Gene Gray, Logan and Mary Louise Gray, Clyde and June Lynch, and David Lynch.
Mike and Ann McCoy in Memory of Katy McCoy.
Mark and Gay Smith in Memory of Smith and Jones Family Members.
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