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2026
First Presbyterian Church
220 East Franklin
Clinton, Missouri  64735
PASTOR’S CORNER
If you have had any doubt as to where you are after last month, just a reminder – this is springtime in Missouri – roller-coaster temperatures, high winds, sporadic rain and alternating gray and blue skies.
Our April if full of wonderful events, the most important being Easter. The great promised fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophesy. Jesus died for our sins and rose from the dead to create a new creation for us. May symbols of regeneration, resurrection, and renewal are around us every day. Although they may have been chased away by the temporary chill day, pollinators, including butterflies, will begin to be abundant in fields and gardens. Crocus and other early bloomers will remind us that planting in the gardens is soon upon us. 
One great symbol is the Easter Egg. This tradition began in use of eggs at Easter seems to have come from Persia into the Greek Christian Churches of Mesopotamia, thence to Russia and Siberia through the medium of Orthodox Christianity. Eating eggs was avoided during the fasting of Lent in many Churches. From the Greek Church the custom was adopted by either the Roman Catholics or the Protestants and then spread through Europe. Some eggs are painted red to remind us of the passion of Christ. Others are painted and dyed with many patterns and colors. Hunting for eggs became great fun, and egg trees and egg rolling are traditional celebrations.
One Great Hour of Sharing takes place on Easter Sunday. You may give directly to the church here or send your donation to One Great Hour of Sharing, P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.
April 13 and 24 are Remembrance Days for the Holocaust and the Armenian Genocide. These are days to pray that such genocides never happen again, and to pray for Christians who are minorities and often persecuted in many places. Pray for peace and tolerance. Friday the 17th of April is International Days of Farmers’ Struggle. With our volatile weather, farming and animal husbandry are great acts of faith. Pray for our farmers.
Beginning on Easter Sunday, at the request of the Deacons, we will return to the practice of placing our tithes and offerings in the collection plates in the vestibule and at the back of the church, rather than the passing of the plate. 
Let us pray for all who need God’s showers of blessings. April showers bring May flowers.
Pastor Mary
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First Sunday Meet & Eat is canceled for April due to Easter.   
Ushers/Greeters for April
Ernie Nisely    Mary Lou Marti    Sharon Gilkey
Fellowship for April
Gay Smith, chair      Connie Grisier
Donna Clay
Ushers/Greeters May
Martie Zumbrennen   Jan McKenney                  Larry Brown
   Fellowship for May
Cheryl Hicks, chair     Diane Hannah
Sherry Him
   Deacons Meeting Minutes
March 10, 2026
The Board of Deacons of First Presbyterian Church met Tuesday, March 10, 2026. Pam Gray called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with a devotion. Deacons present: Connie Grisier, Renie Dehn, Pam Gray, Pat Brock, Ann McCoy, and David Doll. Deacons unable to attend: Rick Lingenfelter and Melinda Dehn
Minutes from the February meeting were reviewed and approved. 
The treasurer’s report was given by Connie. Our current balance is $1473.39.
Correspondence: There was no correspondence.
Committee Reports: 
· Sunshine Committee – Renie continues to send cards to members and friends of the church. 
· Visits – Connie delivered valentines to our shut-ins.
· Bereavement Dinners – Thankfully, no dinners were served.
· Ushers and Greeters – The list of ushers and greeters has been finalized.
· Fellowship Hour – The list of hosts for the Fellowship Hours has been finalized.
· Kitchen – The kitchen is fully stocked.
· Community Awareness and Fundraising – We will continue to search for ways to support the community.
Unfinished Business: 
· Communion: Renie and Rick will prepare communion for the April 2 service. Thank you to Debbie for ordering communion cups.
New Business: none
The Deacons reviewed the Care List. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 14 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting was adjourned with the Deacons’ Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Ann McCoy, secretary
Session Meeting Minutes
March 15, 2026
Elders Present: Donna Doll, Sharon Gilkey, Diane Hannah, Mike McCoy, Gay Smith, and Debbie Wilson.  Neil Crayden, Jr. and Linda Wilson were absent. Rev. Mary Anna Townsend, Moderator, was present. Rev. Townsend asked for joys and concerns and offered opening prayer to open the meeting at 11:45 am.
A quorum was declared and the Docket was approved. This meeting was rescheduled from March 15 due to lack of quorum.  Minutes from February 15 Session meeting and February 8 Congregational Meeting were approved with the correction of Aaron Brown changed to Sheriff Aaron Brown on second page of Session meeting. 
Clerk’s Report: Diane asked Donna if she had been able to find out anything about the 
password for FB and our website. It was determined that we do not need a password for the website as it is managed by Simple Biz. Debbie Willings sends any website changes to them and they take care of it. Donna spoke to Mark Smith about FB password and they are still working on it.
Treasurer’s Report: Donna gave the February Treasurer’s Report pointing out that we had two major expenses this month—second payment for Jesus Camp and our Per Capita Assessment. After review. Mike made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report. Gay seconded and motion approved. 
Moderator’s Report: Rev. Townsend reported she has sent several cards this month as well as made some phone calls.
Personnel Committee: Personnel committee will be meeting with Rev. Townsend next week. 
Buildings and Grounds: Mike will work with Neil to finish developing a letter to the congregation about prioritizing several projects that need to be done around the church. Leroy Brown contacted Donna and is willing to continue mowing the church yard this year. 
Worship: Mark Smith has agreed to be the full-time liturgist. Gay will continue to sign up communicants 
as needed. Gay will have some written instructions for communicants for clarity. 
The Deacons have requested that we change the offering back to leaving the plates on the small tables at the back and have just one person take the offering to the front during the Doxology. We will still have Offertory music. Change will start April 5 on Easter Sunday.
Missions: Debbie Wilson said there will be no Meet and Eat in April as it is Easter Sunday. Debbie is not meeting with Care Portal at this time. Going forward this year, we will help with potential Cooling Center but not host it.
Christian Education: Donna reported that Sunday School is going well. Jesus Camp is July 13-17 and the committee will begin meeting soon. 
Fellowship: Committee met and is planning Easter Brunch at 9 am before church on Easter morning and will have an egg hunt for the children after services. Church members are asked to donate filled plastic eggs for the hunt. Sharon reminded everyone that candy must be wrapped. Fellowship committee is offering rides to anyone that needs it to the Clinton Community Choir performance on April 9 at 7 pm at the Clinton High School. Please call Linda Wilson, Monica Sheek, or Sharon Gilkey for a ride.
Motion to adjourn at 12:30 pm. Meeting was closed with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Diane Hannah, Clerk of Session
Church Safety and Security
Reminder: 
 *Please be aware of your surroundings at the church and report any issues.
 *Please make sure the church is locked if you       are the last one leaving.
If you have any questions, please contact            Neil Crayden, Jr.  Thank you.     
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Presbyterian Women will meet on Friday, April 3, at 1:30 in Fellowship Hall.   The eighth lesson this season is the second of the Finding our Identity segment entitled "Remembering Jesus’ Baptism" and will be led by Gay Smith.  Martie Zumbrunnen will be the hostess.  Please read the account in each of the gospels of Jesus’ baptism:  Luke 3:1-22, Matthew 3:1-17, Mark 1:1-11, John 1:19-34.
All women of the church are invited to attend.  Come join in the study, missions, and fellowship.

You’re Invited!
Served by the Fellowship Easter Brunch Committee @ 9:00 am: breakfast casseroles, fruit, sweets – served before Sunday School on Easter morning.  After Easter Services we will have an Easter Egg Hunt for the children.  
*Donations of a dozen eggs filled with candy or toys would be helpful.
Maundy Thursday Service
Join us on Thursday, April 2 at 5:30 pm for a reflective Maundy Thursday service as we remember the night Jesus shared a final meal with his disciples. We’ll gather for Scripture, prayer and communion as we reflect on Christ’s call to serve one another. 
All are welcome — bring a friend and share this meaningful start to Holy Week. 

How very wonderful and comforting to feel the caring and prayers coming from the church.  This is a time of challenge, but the outpouring of support by the church helps so very, very much.  The cards, calls and delivery of goodies by members are very special.
May God’s blessings be with all of you, 
Delores & Larry Rowe
The Romans Sent a Message; God Sent One, Too
The rulers of the Roman Empire wanted everyone under their power to understand clearly that it would be very costly to try to overthrow their government. They conceived the idea of crucifixion as a way of sending an unforgettable message to all people under their control. Death on a cross would be a slow, excruciatingly painful death. The cross would be put in a very public place so as many as possible would get the message: Don’t even think of defying Roman rule!

That is why Christ was crucified on Golgotha hill close to a busy road where no passerby could miss the shocking scene. Christ was guilty of nothing. Yet his enemies hated him so much that they told Pilate, Rome’s representative in Jerusalem, that Jesus was a danger to Roman rule. Christ’s enemies said to Pilate, “If you release this man, you are not Caesar’s friend; everyone who makes himself a king sets himself against Caesar” (John 19:12). Pilate caved in to the clamor of the crowd and allowed Jesus to be crucified.

But those who saw to it that Jesus suffered death on the cross did not know that God had a message to send as well. God victoriously raised Christ from the dead! God touched the precious body of his Son and infused it with life, glorious, dynamic life, life in all of its fullness.

God turned the cross, the executioner’s tool of death, into a dramatic symbol of victory. The empty cross and the empty tomb, along with the resurrected body of Christ, reveal God’s victory over the worst deed humans might do — the assassination of the Holy.

That is why we put crosses everywhere: boldly, proudly, joyously, triumphantly. It is why we glory in the cross always. It stands eternally “towering o’er the wrecks of time” (John Bowring).

After the Resurrection, Jesus’ friend, Peter, explained God’s message to all of Christ’s enemies with these bold and certain words: “This Jesus, you crucified and killed ... But God raised him up, having loosed the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it ... This Jesus God raised up, and of that we are all witnesses .... 
Therefore know assuredly that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified” (Acts 2:23-24; 32, 36). That is what Easter is all about. All praise to the living Lord!
The Joy of the Resurrection
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We Christians simply cannot get over the reality of the Resurrection. For us, the fact that God raised Christ from the dead proves that Christ’s way alone is God’s answer to the sins and horrors of the world. The truths Christ taught when he walked on earth stand solid and irrefutable. The light he brought is the only light that never goes out, for it is the eternal light of God’s glory. Christ’s life is the clearest example of how God intends for us to live. His way is the way that makes the most sense for our lives on this earth. The saints throughout history have shown that again and again.
The hope Christ offers is the only true and lasting hope. Ultimately, it is our assurance that life can be good and joy-filled for all. Consider the words St. Paul wrote to the church at Rome and apply them to your own life: “Just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his” (Romans 6:4–5, NRSV).
If that is not a tremendous cause for abiding joy, then what is?
There’s Something Better Coming
The Easter season is a precious time for Christians to celebrate the source of our hope: Christ is risen, and he invites us to rise with him into new life. 
Easter reminds us that God is still at work, even in the places where we’ve felt stuck or discouraged.
Easter is an invitation to try again—with his strength—to break habits we thought were unbreakable. There’s something better coming.
Easter is a chance to breathe new life into a marriage we feared was beyond saving. There’s something better coming.
Easter is an opportunity to slow down, reach out, and reconnect with those we’ve unintentionally neglected. There’s something better coming.
Easter is an invitation to look at our lack of love and seek God for compassion. There’s something better coming.
Easter is a chance for all no-hopers to regain their vision of what can be! There’s something better coming.
Easter is an opportunity to renew our faith. There’s something better coming. 
Easter is a chance to “renew our strength and mount up with wings as eagles; to run and not faint.” There’s something better coming.
Addressed to God
A letter written in a childish scrawl arrived at the post office addressed simply to “God.” Unsure what to do, a postal employee opened it and read: “Dear God, my name is Jimmy. I am 6 years old. My father is dead, and my mother is having a hard time raising me and my sister. Would you please send us $500?”
Moved by the boy’s plea, the employee shared the letter with coworkers, and together they collected $300 to send to the family.
A couple of weeks later, another letter arrived. Jimmy thanked God for the money and added one final request: “Next time would you please deliver the money directly to our home? If you send it through the post office, they deduct $200.”
Rain: A Gentle Reminder of God’s Care
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A rainy day can be many things ...
It can be moisture for the farmer's garden,
Or the picnic that has to be postponed;
It can be the replenishing of a stream,
Or the overflow of a flood;
It can be relief from a hot summer day,
Or the chill of an autumn wind.
The rotating cycle of clouds to Earth
Is part of Nature's plan
For stability throughout the Universe,
As old as the hills,
And dependable as the seasons.
Rain and sunshine are equal partners
In the daily expression of God's love.
— Jeanne D. Birrell

