INVITATION TO GIVING 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
ALL: God of Heaven, at the first Christmas Your angel announced, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests.” Thank You for the peace Your Son Jesus promised, not as the world gives, but willing, deep, lasting, and abiding peace. Thank You that, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. May the Lord of peace Himself give us peace at all times and in every way and may these gifts we offer strengthen our dedication to your work in your earthly kingdom. AMEN
     DOXOLOGY
· BENEDICTION
· CONG. RESPONSE: #91  Come, Come Emmanuel
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP     from  Isaiah 11:1-10
ONE: A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
ALL: and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
ONE: The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
ALL: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
ONE: the spirit of counsel and might,
ALL: the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
ONE: The wolf shall live with the lamb,
ALL: the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
ONE: the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
ALL: and a little child shall lead them.
· HYMN:  #88  O Come, O Come Emmanuel
     LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE
     FIRST SCRIPTURE   Romans 15: 4 - 13
     THE CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                        
ALL:   Lord God, we praise you for sending light into this world. We confess that we live as though the light had never defeated darkness. We confess that we ignore the Savior you sent to be among us and to live in us. We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas season and do not yearn for his coming each moment in our waiting hearts. Forgive us for not opening our eyes to Jesus. Prepare us for His return. Help us rejoice in the light so that your grace can illuminate the darkened places of our hearts. Forgive us our sins and restore our peaceful relationship with you. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
ONE: The Lord is merciful and His steadfast love, grace and mercy endure forever. Brethren, be assured, your sins are forgiven.
ALL: AMEN
STATEMENT OF FAITH    (insert)
ANTHEM   Behold That Star!         arr. Mark Hayes
Mark Smith, clarinet       Gay Smith, piano
SCRIPTURE  Matthew 3: 1 - 12     
MESSAGE  We Wait in Peace          Rev. Mary Townsend
 HYMN #104  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen
