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VIRGINIA BEACH

ABOUT US

Virginia Beach Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)
recruits, trains, and supports volunteers who advocate for
child victims of abuse and neglect.

CASA volunteers are members of the community who
receive extensive trauma-informed training so they may
advocate for children who — as a result of abuse or neglect
— are placed into the family court system, and often, into
foster care. CASA volunteers ensure that these children
don't get lost in an overburdened system and that each
child's best interests are communicated to the court. CASAs
advocate for safe home placements and the child's health,
education, and emotional well-being. CASA volunteers
remain committed to a child for the duration of their time in
the court system, thus providing continuity and stability for
the child during an otherwise turbulent time.

CASA’s advocates make a difference in the lives of the most
vulnerable children in our community. Children served by a
CASA volunteer are more likely to find a safe, permanent
home, are more likely to succeed in school, and are half as
likely to re-enter the foster care system. Most importantly,
these children are given a voice, hope, and a chance to
thrive.
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2026 CASA Unplugged
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Evening Program

Cocktail Reception & Silent Auction Opens..........c........... 6:30 PM
WeELlCOME. . .niiii e 7:00 PM
Katie Collette
Emcee
Morgan Ayers
President, Board of Directors
JJ Garofalo
President, Legal Resources
D3 1= PP PPN 7:15 PM

Program. ... . e e aa 8:15 PM

MISSION MOMENT VIDEO PRESENTATION

Legal Resources

CALL TO ACTION
Katie Collette

Drawings & Prizes........ocveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieen 9:00 PM
Diamonds Direct Raffle Drawing, WRYV Raffle Drawing, Costume Contest

DaNCING. cu et 9:10 PM
Featuring Music by BRISK

Silent Auction CLoSES.....vviniiiiiiiiiii e 9:30 PM

Silent Auction Checkout Begins..........cccevviiiiiniiiiniininnen.e. 9:45 PM



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Morgan Ayers, President
Suzanne Berman, Vice President
Christina Langley, Treasurer
Laura McQuesten, Secretary

Lu Aloupas
Melissa Bonfiglio
Katie Denton
Jenny Heulsberg
Stacy Nixon
Sam Steingold
Lisa Sterling
Lisa Woodward

EVENT COMMITTEE

Morgan Ayers Christina Langley
Suzanne Berman Lisa Sterling

STAFF

Kate Kosky, Chief Executive Officer
Jennifer Cass, Director of Mission Advancement
Jill Folk, Senior Advocate Manager
Shenae Johnson, Training and Advocate Manager
Lenora Thompson, Outreach & Operations Manager
Natalie Carducci, Office Support Coordinator
Amy Brewer, Grants Manager



THANK YOU
COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES

For the past 32 years, Virginia Beach CASAs have been a guiding light,
a reassuring presence, and a steadfast advocate for children navigating
the complexities of the court system. These dedicated volunteers devote

countless hours to ensuring each child finds a safe and permanent

home. Though the work can be challenging, the impact of a CASA in a

child’s life is truly invaluable. The difference they make every day in our

community is beyond words, and we are deeply grateful for their
unwavering commitment. Thank you for all you do to make this possible!
With Gratitude,
Kate Kosky, CEO

Sarah Armstrong Jessica Harlan Nila Purkett
Laney Beagle Gail Huber Lynette Reuss
Nancy Beckman Michaela Hutchison Jeanie Ribble
Samantha Bohrer Brenda Ingram Mark Richardson
Cathy Bonner Tonya Jackson Michelle Roomsburg
J. Michele Brown Patti Jenkins Sondra Rosequist
Joanna Bunting T. Elizabeth Johnson-Quintard  Kathleen Schulz
Janina Cash Barbara Keyes Maya Simmons
Eudora Chua Patricia Kimball Carla Sipos
Melissa Coleman Jessica Klement Dan Smith
Kara Colleli Christina Langley Michael Taylor
Gabrielle Cook Breanna May Helen Tucker
Karen Crowley Daryl McCoy Peter VanDerMeid
Cathy Cummings Jim McPherson Susan Wallen
Melissa Feliciano Angela Miller Maria Watson
Dailyn Filipiak Brian Miller Wende Wiles
John Firgau Linda Monahan Daryl Williams
Lola Flower Karen Murphy Jonah Williams
Samantha Gau Samantha Ogden Theresa Woods
Jacinta Gauvin Theresa Orr Sefonias Yacob

Lindsay Gunderman Jazmin Port Raven Young



Mission Moment

Nick's first case as a CASA became a clear example of the impact consistent,
child-centered advocacy can have. The case involved four siblings living in a
home marked by instability and conflict. Following a report of physical abuse
and threats of harm, two of the children left the home and sought safety with a
relative, prompting court intervention. Protective orders were issued, and the
siblings were separated—two remained in the home under strict conditions,
while the other two were placed with extended family.

Nick was assigned shortly after court involvement and quickly built relationships
with each child, recognizing their differing experiences and needs. Regular
communication with caregivers, service providers, and school staff ensured that
all perspectives were considered. Nick also made efforts to maintain contact
with the other children, including traveling out of state to visit them and
establish trust and consistency.

As the case progressed, concerns emerged about the placement of the two
children living with a relative. The children described issues such as unequal
treatment, limited access to food and clothing, strict household rules, and a
lack of privacy.

Nick responded promptly and documented these concerns thoroughly and
ensured they were presented to the court. Continued follow-up visits confirmed
that conditions had not improved and, in some cases, had worsened.
Throughout the process, Nick maintained a balanced approach—supporting the
children while also acknowledging the broader family dynamics and court
expectations.

As a result of detailed reporting and consistent advocacy, the court approved a
change in placement. The two children were moved to a different relative’s
home, where they began to show signs of stability and improved well-being.
Their adjustment highlighted the importance of listening to children and taking
their concerns seriously.

This case demonstrates how dedicated advocacy can bring critical issues to
light and influence meaningful change. By ensuring that each child’s voice was
heard and prioritized, Nick helped create a safer and more supportive outcome
for the family. Every child deserves an adult to ensure their voice is heard, to
advocate for their best interest and be a champion for them in court.

Court Appointed Special Advocates are that voice.



Virginia Beach CASA Gratefully Thanks
$20,000 Presenting METALLICA
Sponsor

LEGAL RESOURCES

Relax..you're covered®

Legal Resources is grateful for the
work provided by CASA and is proud
to be a sponsor for tonight's event.

Please join Legal Resources in thanking
the selfless people that dedicate their
time and resources as volunteer Court
Appointed Special Advocates to
ensure the wellbeing of our
community's children.



Virginia Beach CASA Gratefully Thanks
$10,000 NO DOUBT Sponsor
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Virginia Beach CASA Gratefully Thanks
$10,000 NO DOUBT Sponsor

The Leah and
Richard Waitzer
Foundation



Virginia Beach CASA Gratefully Thanks
$10,000 NO DOUBT Sponsor
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AUTOMOTIVE CHARITIES

Driven to make a difference
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Virginia Beach CASA Gratefully Thanks
$2,500 BACKSTREET BOYS Sponsors

Attend Homecare - Lisa Sterling
The Barry Robinson Center
Bees Nees
Suzanne Berman
Checkered Flag Motor Car Company
Chesapeake Bay Wine Classic Foundation
Stacy Cummings
John White State Farm Insurance
The Law Offices of Laura McQuesten
Pixel Financial Group LLC
Sentara Health Plans
TowneBank
Tavss Fletcher
Troutman Pepper Locke
Virginia Beach Law Group



Virginia Beach CASA Gratefully Thanks
$1,000 U2 Sponsor

Animal Vision Center of Virginia
Attend Homecare - Lisa Sterling
The Breeden Company
JMT
COVA Insurance
Ray & Diane Darcey
First Colonial Inn
Nancy & Chip Ford
The Historic Smithfield Inn and Tavern
McCall Lorio Interiors
MclLeskey
Princess Anne County Grill
Rutter Mills Injury Lawyers
Larry & Sharon Slipow
Tavss Fletcher
Virginia Beach Bar Foundation

Veteran Reporters Inc.
Weisberg & Weisberg, PLLC

GIN BLOSSOMS $500

AFLAC_Hive Business Solutions IKaufman & Canoles
Altmeyer Funeral Home Live Oak Real Estate
Andy & Tyler Rivenbark Loancare, LLC
Beach Ford Joe & Michelle Roomsburg
Betty D. McCaa Mr. Rooter Plumbing
Bivins Orthodontics Napolitano Family Foundation
Citrus Breakfast & Lunch Saunders, Matthews & Pfitzner PLLC
Earnest Law Group S.B. Ballard Construction Company
Even Keel Wealth Advisors The Opus Group of Virginia, LLC
Hanger Law Rai Oral Surgery
Huelsberg Family Town Center Office Suites

Irene Upshur



Virginia Beach CASA Gratefully Thanks
AUCTION DONORS

Ana's Eye Catchers Photography
Ageless Skin Rejuvenation
Baker's Crust
Bay Local
Beach Municpal Federal Credit Union Basket
Beach Pet Hospital
Bee & The Biscuit
bellA dance
Christina Langley
Christine Joy Cambrea
Cindy Vanderwater
Cinema Cafe
Club Pilates Courthouse Marketplace
Cobalt Grille
Commonwealth Brewery
Cruise VB
Doc Taylor's
Elegant Nail Spa
Ernest Law Group
Flip Flops VB Girill
Forrest Gallery Studio of Fine Portraiture
Frances Kahn
French Twist Boutique
G. Marie Luxuries
Gather Virginia Beach
Gringo's Taqueria
Hacker's Bar and Grille
Hampton Roads Inflatables
Hearth Wood Fired Cuisine & Craft Beer



Virginia Beach CASA Gratefully Thanks
AUCTION DONORS

HullaClean
Iroskin
Jen and Juice
Jimmy G Chop House and Bistro
La Bella ltalia
Lendy's Cafe & Raw Bar
Love is in the Hair
Mancoll Cosmetic & Plastic Surgery
No Frill Grill
North End Bag Co.
One Life Fitness
Orange Theory Fitness
Pinboy's
Princess Anne County Grill Basket
Reba Art
Restore Hyperwellness
Roast Rider
Rob Comegys and Amy McConnaughy Brand-X Skateboards
Scotty Quixx East
Seahill Spa Cavalier
Senor Fox
Sentara Health Plans
Shorebreak
Smithfield Inn & Tavern
Southern Branch Nursery
Stihl
Stockpot
Sudio Ross 1
Summerwind Vineyard



Virginia Beach CASA Gratefully Thanks
AUCTION DONORS

Taste Unlimited
Tautog's
The Beauty Tree Spa
The Lemon Cabana
The Royal Chocolate
Thomas Jefferson Foundation
Tighten Up Organizing
Tinto wine & Cheese
Topiaries
Total Wine
TowneBank
Trader Joes
VB Boat Rental
VB Homes Design Build
VB Tiki Tours
Veterans United Home Loans Amphitheater
Vibe Wellness
Virginia Agaurium
VTwin Cruisers Motorcycle Club
Whiskey Kitchen
Wild Birds Unlimited
13 Winks

Download

givi




2025 Virginia Beach Child Welfare Statistics

¢ There are 187 children under the age of 18 in foster care and in
35 fostering futures in Virginia Beach.

e |In FY25, there were 4,389 CPS referrals in VA Beach of which
1,215 were family assessments and 359 were investigations
validated in the assessment track. 136 were founde
investigations.

Virginia Child Welfare Statistics

e There are 5,532 children under the age of 18 in foster care in
Virginia.

e In FY25, there were 94,754 CPS referrals in VA, 37,887 were
validated, and 2,808 were founded investigations.

e INFY24, there were 41 children whose deaths were the result of
abuse or neglect in Virginia.

o 23 of these children’s families (56%) had prior or active child
welfare involvement.

e Every 25 minutes, a child becomes homeless in Virginia.
Homelessness and instability often go hand-in-hand with child
abuse and neglect.

» Every 69 minutes, a child drops out of school. Abuse, trauma,
and lack of support are major barriers to academic success.

Virginia Beach CASA By The Numbers FY24-25

&
U C, N
97% of CASA

25 new volunteers 5,072 hours
recommendations were

trained of advocacy
accepted by the court

N AR =

73 total volunteer 32,980 miles 63 children
advocates traveled achieved permanency

A v.h 1

94 family groups 160 children served



Welcome to Virginia Beach CASA's

CASA Unplugged

Welcome to Virginia Beach CASA Unplugged—and thank you for being
here.

Every child we serve has faced circumstances they didn’t choose. But
because this community chooses to step in—through your time, your
generosity, and your belief in something better—their story can change.
When a community shows up like this, it creates hope, connection, and
real impact. That's what tonight represents—impact that changes a
child’s life and shapes the kind of community we all believe in.

We're truly grateful you're part of it.

Morgan Ayers, Board President
Virginia Beach CASA

Thank Your for joining us at
CASA Unplugged

The Gala Committee is honored to welcome you to an unforgettable
evening of fun and fundraising—90's style!

Tonight, we come together to support an incredible cause—Virginia
Beach Court Appointed Special Advocates—and we are truly grateful for
your generosity and support. Because of you, this important work
continues to make a meaningful difference in the lives of children in our
community. So grab a drink, enjoy the delicious food and awesome
company, and get ready for a night filled with throwback fun, nostalgia,
and plenty of 90's vibes.

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for being part of this special
night. Let's make it one to remember!

Thank you,

Morgan Ayers Suzanne Berman  Christina Langley Lisa Sterling
CASA Uunplugged Event Committee



HOW YOU CAN
CHANGE A CHILD'S STORY

0—0-

ooao
GIVE ONLINE GIVE GIVE STOCK
We greatly MONTHLY Invest in the children
appreciate your tax  We greatly appreciate of our community.
decutible gift your year round
support \Nl7s

& 2

Take advantage of Become an Advocate or

join Friends of CASA.

Leave a legacy of

matching gifts, United supporting the most

|
Way & more! vulnerable children.

Scan the QR code or go to:
www.virginiabeachcasa.org/donate
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