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Rev. Churchill Penn, In Residence 
 

Deacon Joseph Huong 
Parish Trustees: Carol Bogue and Paul Kravitz 

 
 

 

MASSES 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm  
Sunday: 7:30 and 10 am  
Weekday: Tues, Thurs: 7:30 am Mass in the  
Sts. Cyril & Methodius Chapel (former convent)  
 

Fridays in Lent—in Church 
4:00 pm  Stations of the Cross 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with    
Adoration  
4:30pm Reconciliation  
5:30 pm Mass  

SACRAMENTS 
BAPTISM 
Families are asked to contact the office before the 
arrival of your new child for instructions and  
registration.  

RECONCILIATION 
Fridays 4:30pm in Church 
Saturdays 2:30-3:30pm   (Or by appointment) 

 
 

 

MARRIAGE 
We celebrate Christian love and family with the  
Sacrament of Matrimony. Couples should contact 
the office one year in advance.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Anyone who is ill and in need of prayers, comfort 
and/or strength should call the office to arrange to 
receive this beautiful Sacrament.   
 

HOSPITALIZATION 
If you or a loved one is hospitalized or homebound, 
please notify us to receive care.  We are not notified 
due to HIPAA law.  
 

NEW PARISHIONERS  
Welcome!  Please call, visit the office or register 
online at www.hnojchurch.org 
 

   BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS 
Please submit to: parishoffice@hnojchurch.org 
Bulletin deadline is Friday at 4:00pm 

 

Parish Secretary: Maryjean daSilva 
Finance Board Chair: Chris Silhavey  

Music Director and Organist: Bob Cloutier 
Director of Discipleship, Catholic Community of 

Stratford: Colin Petramale 

WWelcome to Holy Name of Jesus Parish 

Second Sunday of Lent 
February 28-March 1, 2026 

1950 Barnum Ave. Stratford CT 06614  
203.375.5815  Parishoffice@hnojchurch.org    www.hnojchurch.org h

“It is written: 
One does not live on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes forth 
from the mouth of God.”  

Matthew 4:4 



Sanctuary Tabernacle Candle  
In Loving Memory of Mary P. Gerak 

 
 

Chapel Tabernacle Candle     
For all suffering from violence and war 
 
 

Sacred Heart Candle  
In Loving Memory of Freddie Costello 
 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Candle 
Health & Blessings for Chris�ne Sciole� 
 
 

St Joseph Shrine Candle  
For the inten�ons wri�en on our February Prayer Hearts   
 
St Michael Candle  For the inten�ons of the Members of  
Council  2370  Knights of Columbus  

4:00pm         +Jozef and Maria Jass 
 

 

7:30am         +Deceased of the Parish 
 

10:00am       +Milan and Gladys Jass 

  Mon 03/02 Tues 03/03 Wed 03/04 Thurs 03/05  Fri  03/06  Sat.  03/07 Sunday 03/08 
Parish Office                

Closed 
 
 

7:30am Mass 
+Mary P. 

Gerak 
r/b Arline R. 

Gerak 
  
 

Mass  
celebrated in  

Sts. Cyril &  
Methodius  

Chapel 

 
Chapel 

open for 
private 
prayer 

9:00am - 
2:00pm 

7:30am Mass 
+Rev. Lawrence 

Carew 
r/b Fr. Jim 

 
 

Mass  
celebrated in  

Sts. Cyril &  
Methodius  

Chapel 

      4:00pm  
          Sta�ons of        

       the Cross 
        Exposi�on 

of the Blessed 
Sacrament with  

Eucharis�c  Adora�on  
and Reconcilia�on 

 

5:30pm Mass of the day 
+Helen House 

 
 

Services held in the Church 
 

 
 

Reconcilia�on  
2:30—3:30pm  

    
4:00pm Mass  

+John 
Iwasczyszyn 

r/b wife, Helen 
and family 

7:30am Mass 
+Denise Mar�n
1st Anniversary 

r/b husband, Roger 
 

 
10:00am Mass 
+Edward G. Kascak 
r/b Ma� & Dawn 

Kascak 

 

                  MASS INTENTIONS                            

Liturgical Services This Week 

Please remember in prayer,  All who are ill.. All 
Healthcare Workers.. All Military Personnel and First 
Responders..  All who are near death..    All who have 

no one to pray for them..  All whose names are  
written in the Prayer book at Our Lady of Perpetual 

Shrine ...And  for all who have died. 

During this month we con�nue our journey to the cross with our acts of penitence. We 
will reflect on our mortality "Remember man thou art dust" and the shortness of life "and 
to dust thou shall return". We will heed the call, "Now is the acceptable �me, now is “the 
day of salva�on” 2 Corinthians 6:2. During this month we will go from the suffering of 
Good Friday to the joy of Easter Sunday. Let us not �re of doing our good works and  
penance, but con�nue with the enthusiasm of the catechumens on their way to Easter 
and Bap�sm. May our Lenten observance be a joyful journey — and not a forced march.        
                                                                                                                            Catholicculture.org 
Lenten Resources are many –you can find the one that speaks to you by going to  
forma�onreimagined.org/lenten-resources to find numerous links for individual, 
group and family ar�cles, devo�ons, videos, games 
and much more—freely watched and downloaded. 

Lent—A Time of    
  Penance and      
     Promise 

Kate Bowler 
h�ps://katebowler.com/

40 DAYS TO REFLECT, 
PRAY, AND BLESS  
OUR IMPERFECT  

LIVES 

 THIS WEEK’S CANDLE INTENTIONS 



JJesus fasts and is tempted by the devil 

 Bread..city..desert..devil..feet..food.. 
forty..mountain..Satan..stones..temple..test 

The Respect Life  
Ministry supports the 
diocese’s efforts to  
promote and uphold 
the Church’s teaching 

on the dignity of human life in all its stages. The ministry 
works to support parish efforts to educate the laity on life 
issues, which include Catholic teaching, legisla�ve ini�a�ves 
and public policies that impact the dignity and respect of the 
human person. It also supports parish efforts to promote 
peaceful prayer ini�a�ves in the public square, which include 
suppor�ng the 40 Days for Life Campaign as well as Holy 
Hours and Rosary Rallies throughout the year. The Ministry 
provides pastoral care through the Project Rachel Ministry to 
address the wounds of abor�on. These care efforts consist of 
Days of Prayer and Healing throughout the year and  
con�nued support with monthly gatherings for individuals 
suffering from past abor�on experiences. The Ministry will 
expand its pastoral reach to mothers in need by providing 
resources to pregnant and paren�ng mothers. The Respect 
Life Ministry would welcome your gi� to the Bishop's Appeal 
to help support the work of this vital ministry. To learn more 
about the Bishop’s Appeal please visit: 

www.2026BishopsAppeal.org. 
Thank you for your support.  
 
CONNECTICUT MARCH FOR 
LIFE—March 18th at the State 
Capital. Pre-Rally concert10:30am 
Rally 11:30am/March 12:30pm 
210 Capitol Ave, Har�ord 06106 

Go to CTMarchforlife.org for 
more informa�on 



PParish Financial Support     Upcoming Events...Mark Your Calendar! 

The Annual Collec�on helps the Parish to meet extraordinary 
expenses that arise each year.  This Annual Collec�on will 
help our parish to meet  unbudgeted expenses. This year our 
goal is $45,000. To date $ 14,470 has been received towards 
our goal.  Please prayerfully consider your support towards 
our Parish Annual Appeal. 

Our Parish Financial Support will be updated  
next weekend.  

Thank you! Your generosity has been a blessing to the Church 
of the Holy Name of Jesus throughout the year.  

          Parish Annual Collection Envelope 

   Fridays, in Lent in Church  
4:00pm Sta�ons of the Cross    
4:30pm Adora�on of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Reconcilia�on available 
5:30pm Mass 
   

March 1,8, 22,29 Faith Forma�on sessions 
Mar 7,8 Parish Nurses 
March 7, 21 Bible Study with Fr. Jim –The Prophet Isaiah 
March 10 Men’s Reflec�on Group with Fr Boccaccio    
March 12 Penance Service in church 6:30pm 
March 14,15,16,17 Deacon Art Miller Lenten Revival 
March 15 Bake Sale Pick Up Day                                                                      
March 15 FAITH EVENT SHADOW STATIONS  in church -all are 
welcome 
March 21,22 Coffee And… 
March 24 Fr. Boccaccio The Passion of Jesus 
March 25 Annuncia�on –Mass 12:15pm 
March 27 Pierogi Dinner 
March 28,29 Monthly Food Collec�on 

    Regular March offertory envelopes 
      include Monthly Outreach, Monthly  

Repairs & Improvements, Snow 
Removal, Catholic Relief Ser-
vice/East 
Europe, 
Easter 
Flowers, 
Palm  

 

O�L��� G����� “Share the Warmth!  Make an Impact! 
Support our Ministries!”  We offer ONLINE 

GIVING as an addi�onal op�on to help 
strengthen our community and support our 

ongoing mission and ministries.  
S��� U� T	
�� 	� 	
� ������ ������� 

���.��	���
���.	�� ��
 ����� 	� “����’ 

You are invited to join Fr Jim and gather on Tuesday and  
Friday  at 7:30pm for catechesis and good conversa�on.  

Talks for adults & youth 13+  Free Childcare     

 Neo Catechumenal Way  

          LADIES GUILD EASTER BAKE SALE! 

Easter Bake Sale Orders are being taken.  
Call by March 8th 
Dolores 203.378.3426   
or Helen 203.378.5925 
Nut & Poppyseed $15.00   
Paska Raisin & Plain  $7.00  

It has been four years since 
the full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine and the need for 
help remains cri�cal. Your 
generosity to the CRS Rice 
Bowl con�nues to be a sign 
of compassion and solidarity. 
The past few months have 

been especially difficult. A�acks on towns, homes and essen�al 
services have intensified, leaving families without electricity, 
heat or water during the coldest part of winter. Civilian 
casual�es have risen sharply. At the same �me, shi�s in US 
government priori�es have forced some relief efforts to scale 
back—even as needs con�nue to grow. And yet, because of you, 
hope endures. Thanks to your support, Catholic Relief Services 
con�nues to work alongside trusted Catholic and local partners 
in Ukraine –reaching families with lifesaving assistance while 
helping them restore stability, dignity and healing. Even as 
support for humanitarian funding declines worldwide, your 
generosity remains essen�al to this work.  Our Parish Rice Bowl 
is on the back table in the church or you may put an offering in 
an envelope in the collec�on basket at Mass. God bless you for 
your sacrifice and generosity.               www.crsricebowl.org 

 CRS RICE BOWL                               

The Faith Forma�on class led by our teens 
will be collec�ng the pop tabs (pull tabs) 
from aluminum cans to help support the 
Ronald McDonald House.  The tabs—from 
soda, soup, or pet food—are collected,  

recycled, and the proceeds help provide free or low-cost 
lodging for families with hospitalized children.  The Ronald 
McDonald House is located in New Haven and  directly  
connected to Yale-New Haven Children's Hospital by serving 
as a specialized "home away from home" for families with 
children receiving cri�cal care there. Ronald McDonald 
House  is an 18-room facility that provides, in part, housing 
for families, with many referrals and support services  
integrated with the nearby medical center. This will be an 

ongoing Faith Forma�on service  
project. Cans will be placed in the  
ves�bule for you to drop the tabs off 
when you come to church. We thank 
you for suppor�ng this wonderful 
cause and know that every tab  

donated will make a difference in the life of a family  with a 
sick child.   Thank you! Britany, James, Max, Mia and Paul 

       Pop Tabs for Ronald McDonald House 

 



 Dear Parish Family, in this Sunday’s Gospel we are called to accompany Peter, James, and 
John up onto a high mountain. For just a moment, the curtain is pulled back and the disciples see 
Jesus as he really is, in his true glory as Son of God, shining like the sun. As he is transfigured, he is 
accompanied by Moses and Elijah. In other words, Jesus stands in the company of the law given to 
Moses by God the Father and the prophets who con�nually called the Israelites back to God and 
his commandments. 
 

 How do you feel when you are totally surprised by something? Some�mes we enjoy the 
excitement of the moment. Other �mes we may feel unse�led or startled by what we were not 
expec�ng. 
 

 The Lord calls each one of us to a voca�on, that is, a par�cular mission in this life that God has entrusted to 
each one of us and no one else. Like me, maybe you found yourself surprised by the voca�on God has called you to. 
Beginning this weekend, there will be Called by Name cards available to fill out with the name of a man, young or not 
so young, that you believe would make a good priest here in our diocese. 
 

 Please prayerfully consider during this Lent who you might write down on a Called by Name card.  
Bishop Caggiano, Director of Voca�ons Father Ferry Galbert, and myself would be very grateful for your nomina�on of 
a man who may one day, freely lay down his life to serve us in the priesthood. 
 

 I hope too that there is a man or two, young or not so young, here in our parish who already is finding himself 
surprised by a promp�ng of the Holy Spirit that perhaps God is calling him to the priesthood. If so, our parish Lenten 
Offerings are opportuni�es for him to let Jesus speak to his heart, to experience Jesus’ love for him, to listen to him, to 
daily throughout this Lent and beyond let Jesus help him to also understand and embrace death. The daily experience 
of death is where you and I dare to let Jesus into those areas of our lives where we are vulnerable, that we know need 
tending, but we’re afraid, embarrassed, or even ashamed to even begin. 
 

 But don’t worry and don’t be anxious. Just give one or a couple of our Lenten Offerings a try, especially Crux: 
Daily Surrender Reflec�ons with Father Columba Jordan, C.F.R., available on the Ascension Press App which you can 
download or visit the Ascension website www.ascensionpress.com. Each day of Lent, Father Jordan shares a reflec�on 
on the day’s Gospel and offer ways to let our weaknesses help us reach out for God’s help and surrender to his incredi-
ble love. 

 I hope you will experience the life changing, healing presence of Jesus during these 40 days of Lent.  
I pray that you will. Please pray that I will too. Father Jim+ 

Fr. Jim’s Column—Just One More Thing”! 

FRIDAYS IN LENT 4:00pm in Church  Pray the Sta�ons with us using various scriptural publica�ons. 
4:30pm Adora�on and Reconcilia�on available 5:30pm Mass  

                                                             Lenten Offerings 

Tuesday, March 10  
the Men’s Reflec�on Group 
will welcome Fr. Michael  
Boccaccio, who will present 
the Gospel Jesus Heals the 
Blind Man John 9:1-41. All men 
of the parish are invited to 

a�end the presenta�on in the parish Community Room at 
7:00pm. Gather at 6:30pm for Soup & Salad. 

 

Thursday, March 12  
Penance Service  
6:30-7:30pm in Church 
 

 

              

Saturday, MAR 7  
Bible Study    

Join Fr. Jim as we 
begin to dive deeply into the 
Prophet  Isaiah. Every other 
Saturday in the Parish  
Community Room from 10:00 
to 11:00am. 

  Diocese of Bridgeport 2026 LENTEN PILGRIMAGE con�nues 
un�l -April 1st.  68 Masses in 30 Churches for 38 Days! 

Deepen your prepara�on for Easter and a�end as many as you 
can.  Each Sta�onal Church in the Pilgrimage  will host a Mass in 

the morning and at 7pm. Brochures on the back tables. 

 

Saturday –Tuesday, March 14-17  
Lenten Revival in the church with  
Deacon Arthur Miller. Deacon Art is a  
prominent Catholic leader, ac�vist, and 
author frequently engaging in na�on-
wide discussions on faith, love, and  
racial equality. Join us for as many 
nights as you wish - bring your Bibles!  
from 6:00pm to 7:00pm each night  

Tuesday, March 24  Fr. Michael 
Boccaccio will present a  
reflec�on on The Passion of  
Jesus, John 18 and 19. All are  
welcome – bring a friend! We 
start with Soup & Salad at 6:30pm 
and the presenta�on at 7:00pm in  
Heritage Hall. 



dawnssecretgarden.com
203.923.6253

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

73 Chanda Dr • Stratford, CT

Dawn Kascak
Parishioner

Garden
Secret

Dawn’s

Don’t wait. Reach out.
VA.GOV/REACH

Every Veteran has earned 
help and support.

373-1013
Visit us at 

Abriola Parkview
Funeral Home

419 White Plains Road · Trumbull
James S. Abriola

Don’t forget to call  

me after mass  

to  find  out  

how advertising 

 in your local 

church  bulletin  

can help  you!

John Schlick

845-490-0096 cell

095A (PK) - Holy Name of Jesus, Stratford                                               FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

Jay Callahan
p: 203-375-1383 c: 203-556-4818

f: 203-386-1886

300 Sperry Avenue - Stratford, CT 06615

Galello - Luchansky
Funeral Home

2220 Main Street
Stratford, Ct.

Christopher V. Pannese
Director 378-6097

Adzima Funeral Home
50 Paradise Green Place, Stratford, Ct.

375-2200
ESTABLISHED 1914
RICHARD J. ADZIMA

MATTHEW R. ADZIMA	 PETER A. ADZIMA

In the United States, one in 
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

Stop The Texts. Stop The Wrecks.

Consumer Alerts
Learn more about the latest

consumer advice and scams — and what
you can do to protect yourself.

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

CONSUMER ADVICE

consumer.ftc.gov/consumer-alerts


