
Our Vision and Mission
M I N O  A Y A W I N  -  G O O D  H E A L T H

G I W E K W A A D I Z I W I N  ( H O N E S T Y )  

D A B A S E N D I Z I W I N  ( H U M I L I T Y )  
- Creator/Creation; self; family; community; nation

D E B W E W I N  ( T R U T H )

- Quality assurance, self reflective

Z O O N G I D E ' E W I N  ( B R A V E R Y )
- Integrity, fearlessness, and strength in leadership

- Accountability and responsibility
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We are a centre of excellence and a leader in
innovative health care guided by the seven
Grandfather teachings of the Anishinaabe
inspiring knowledge, strength and
empowerment for the purpose of lifelong Mino
ayawin (good health).

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2

Our Values

N I B W A A K A A W I N  ( W I S D O M )   
 - By providing innovative practice in wholistic health
care

Z A A G I ' I D I W I N  ( L O V E )

-Compassion; empathy; understanding Anishinaabe
history

M A N A A J I ' I D I W I N  ( R E S P E C T )  
- Honour individual belief and customs of
stakeholders / consumers and communities
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The Giishkaandago'Ikwe Health Services Public Health Program would like to offer
congratulations and our sincerest gratitude for all of his hard work and collaboration to
Onigaming's Water Treatment Plant Operator Brian Indian. 

Brian was this year's Aboriginal Water and Wastewater Association of Ontario's Operator of the
Year and he was recently honoured by Indigenous Services Canada at their joint gathering. Our
team works very closely with Brian and wanted to share the following: 

Brian has a great sense of leadership and practices a structured working routine that is easy to
track and easy to learn from. His participation in the water data monitoring program is an A+ and
his goals are to see that his community will produce an individual who will carry the torch
forward. 

Congrats Brian and chi miigwech for all that you do to help keep your Community's water safe.

News & Highlights
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 Hosted by our Mental Wellness Program on October 26.
It was a spooktacular time!!
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The COHI team had the opportunity to attend a two-day professional development

session in Whitehorse, Yukon on September 30 and October 1.  The focus of the Summit

was to emphasize the importance of reconciliation and build capacity for intercultural

understanding, empathy, and mutual respect between Indigenous and non-Indigenous

peoples.  It encouraged practitioners to embrace the value of traditional healing

practices to the health and well-being of Indigenous peoples and incorporate them into

treatment plans whenever possible.  It also called upon the dental hygiene profession

to act as leaders to facilitate change, reduce health inequities, recognize unconscious

bias, and address systemic biases identified in the Truth and Reconciliation

Commission’s Calls to Action.

 
 2022 CDHA Annual Summit 

Angela Degagne, Jen Mosbeck, and Lisette Defor

at the CDHA Annual Summit
Jen Mosbeck and Angela Degagne 
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QI Corner (Quality Improvement)
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Below are updates of Home and Community Care, Diabetes and Foot Care,
Children's Oral Health Initiative, and Mino Ayaa Ta Win Healing Centre for our

Quarter Service Report period of July 1 - September 30, 2022! 

The HCC team is happy to
share that 33 clients

across the service area
utilized the Swift Skin and
Wound technology with a

total of 431 in-person
wound care

assessments completed
this quarter

G I I S H K A A N D A G O ' I K W E  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  -  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2

The Diabetes and
Foot Care Educator

provided 30 screening
clinics across the

service area,
screening

143 community
members 

The COHI team performed
74 dental screenings,

administered 92
fluoride varnish

applications, placed 15
temporary fillings, placed

24 dental sealants, and
facilitated 26 dental

referrals this quarter

At MIno Ayaa Ta Win
Healing Centre, we have

provided service to 29
individuals in the

residential treatment
program. Our next cycle

begins November 15



Staff Features
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Sara Roach, Manager of HCC
Boozhoo, my name is Sara Roach and I am the Manager of
Home and Community Care. I started working for
Giishkaandago'Ikwe Health Services - Homecare program in
2015 as a Registered Nurse. I transitioned into my current
role almost 3 years ago and love working for this
organization. 

Katie Bissonnette, Home Care Coordinator
Hi there! My name is Katie Bissonnette and I am the Home
Care Coordinator for the Home and Community Care
Program. I am brand new to the organization and just
started beginning of August. I am really loving my role in
the program, and everyone I get to work with is just
amazing. I've also really enjoyed being able to connect with
and create bonds with our clients.

My name is Ryan Flamand and I am from Fort Frances. I
have been employed with Giishkaandago'Ikwe Health
Services for 6 months, however I have been a practicing
nurse for over 13 years. I am currently one of three Foot Care
nurses working for the agency and provide service to five of
our ten communities. 

Ryan Flamand, RPN/Foot Care Nurse
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Staff Features
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Megan Allan, Registered Practical Nurse
Boozhoo, Naawaakwegaabowiik nindizhinikaaz, Mooz
nindoodem, Nigigoonsiminikaaning nindoongibaa. My
name is Megan Allan and I have been with
Giishkaandago'Ikwe Health Services since 2017 working as
a Registered Practical Nurse with the Home and
Community Care Program. 

Boozhoo, my name is Krista Hunt. I am from Devlin,
Ontario. I have been working with Giishkaandago'Ikwe
Health Services for almost 3 years, and have been working
with the HCC Department for a little over a year. I am the
Program Assistant  for the Home and Community Care,
Diabetes Initiative, and Foot Care Teams. 

Krista Hunt, Program Assistant

Boozhoo, my name is Chelsea Janveau,  I moved to Fort
Frances approximately 10 years ago and now consider this
my home. I completed my nursing education in Thunder
Bay and have worked for Giishkaandago'Ikwe for the past 5
years. I have had the pleasure of working in many Home
and Community Care roles and am now the Foot Care
Coordinator. In my current role, I have the opportunity to
meet and speak with many new and existing clients, have
frequent conversations with community health
representatives and coordinate care and service delivery
across our 10 First Nation communities for Foot Care and
Diabetes Education. I always look forward to seeing our
clients and the conversations that come with it.

Chelsea Janveau, RPN, FC Coordinator
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Staff Features
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My name is Fred Crowe and I am a member of Rainy River
First Nations. I am the Custodian for the Home and
Community Care, Administration, Foot Care, and
Community Health Teams. I have been working with
Giishkaandago'Ikwe Health Services for 5 years. 

Fred Crowe, Custodian

Jennifer Bedard, Registered Practical Nurse
Hello, my name is Jennifer. I am an RPN with the Home
and Community Care Program. I was recently hired at the
beginning of October. My family and I have just moved
back to the Rainy River District after living in Thunder Bay
for the past 18 years. I have been a community nurse for the
last 15 years in Thunder Bay. I am happy to be back home
and excited to provide nursing care for the people in our
communities. 

Taylor Gouin, RPN/Case Manager
Boozhoo, my name is Taylor. I am originally from Manitoba
but relocated to Fort Frances in 2006. I've been with
Giishkaandago'Ikwe Health Services since July 2019. I'm
currently an RPN/Case Manager for Home and Community
Care and the communities I case manage is
Mishkosiminiziibiing First Nation and Anishinaabeg of
Naongashiing. 
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Mental Health Service, 

Residential Treatment, 

         & Withdrawal Management Services

Residential Treatment
28 day residential treatment program delivered
through group processing therapy, 1:1
comprehensive case management and solution
focused interventions, 1:1 mental health counselling.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Mental Health
Direct

Phone Line
807-271-0212

Triaged Walk-in/Call-in
Services

 
Call or Text

8:30am - 4:30pm
Monday to Thursday

 
8:30am - 4:00pm

Fridays

YOU ARE NOT ALONE

Services We Offer

Withdrawal Management Services
Provides medically supervised detox services with
comprehensive case management and aftercare
planning.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 807-274-7373

G I I S H K A A N D A G O ' I K W E  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  -  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2



P A G E  1 1G I I S H K A A N D A G O ' I K W E  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  -  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2



P A G E  1 2G I I S H K A A N D A G O ' I K W E  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  -  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2



P A G E  1 3

Mino Ayaa Ta Win 

Residential Treatment Program
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The next cycle begins
 November 15, 2022  
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   Eleventh Moon of Creation
 "Midaaswi ashi-bezhig Giizis"

    November 
Freezing Moon is the time

that we come to know the

power of spirit. During this

moon, we share our sacred

teachings and songs. This is

the time for rest and

reconnecting with family.

We begin the winter moons

by looking inward and giving

appreciation for everything

we have received from the

previous seasons.

 

This moon is also known as

the Beaver Moon, Frost

Moon, Whitefish Moon, and

well as many others.
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https://ojibwe.lib.umn.edu/main-entry/midaaswi-ashi-bezhig-adv-num


Cultural Corner
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Cultu ral  Corne r
Let's Practice

Anishinaabemowin 
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Cultural Corner
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Nati onal  Indigenou s  Vete ran s  Day 
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This November 8th is National Indigenous Veterans Day, a day of remembrance and
commemoration of the contributions of Indigenous veterans in the First and Second World
Wars, as well as the Korean War. This Indigenous Veterans Day, we would like to express our
gratitude for the contributions Indigenous veterans have made to Canada and the world.

National Indigenous Veterans Day began in Winnipeg in 1994 when Indigenous veterans
were not recognized in Remembrance Day activities, and is now celebrated in many
communities across Canada. Over 12,000 Indigenous people are estimated to have
volunteered in all three wars, including 7,000 First Nations members, and approximately 300
died during these conflicts.

On November 8th, we will come together to mark National Indigenous Veterans' Day,
honouring the important contributions of Indigenous Peoples in service to Canada. As we
reflect, we remember those who lost their lives, and those whose lives were forever changed.

For more information, please visit
https://www.righttoplay.ca/en-ca/national-offices/national-office-
canada/whats-new/honouring-indigenous-veterans-this-national-
aboriginal-veterans-day/  
or Scan our QR Code 
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Mazinabii'igedaaCultu ra l  Corne r
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Book of the Month
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Serpents and Other Spiritual Beings is the second book in a series by renowned Ojibwe
storyteller Bomgiizhik Isaac Murdoch, following on The Trail of Nenaboozhoo and Other
Creation Stories (2019). Serpents and Other Spiritual Beings is a collection of traditional
Ojibwe/Anishinaabe stories transliterated directly from Murdoch's oral storytelling. 

Part history, legend, and mythology, these are stories of tradition, magic and
transformation, morality and object lessons, involving powerful spirit-beings in serpent
form. The stories appear in both English and Anishinaabemowin, with translations by
Patricia BigGeorge. Murdoch's traditional-style Ojibwe artwork provides beautiful
illustrations throughout.



N O V  1 :     S W E A T L O D G E  C E R E M O N Y  @  B H S  6  P M

N O V  7 :     F U L L  M O O N  C E R E M O N Y  @  B H S  6  P M

N O V  8 :     M E N ' S  H A N D  D R U M M I N G  @  B H S  6  P M

N O V  9 :     W O M E N ' S  H A N D  D R U M M I N G  @  B H S  6  P M

N O V  1 1 :   R E M E M B R A N C E  D A Y  /  O F F I C E  C L O S U R E

N O V  1 5 :   S W E A T L O D G E  C E R E M O N Y  @  B H S  6  P M

N O V  2 1 :   W O M E N ' S  H A N D  D R U M M I N G  @  B H S  6  P M

N O V  2 2 :   M E N ' S  H A N D  D R U M M I N G  @  B H S  6  P M
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Important Dates & Upcoming Events

For more support please contact:
Giishkaandago'Ikwe Health Services Mental
Health Direct Phone Line: 
(807) 271-0212
GCT3 IRS team: (807) 548-4214 
GCT3 IRS additional crisis support: 
(807) 464-0037
IRS Survivors Society: 1-800-721-0066
or reach out to your local regional health organization 
for mental health supports.
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(807) 274-2042LOCATIONS & HOURS

Giishkaandago'Ikwe Health Services is a multi-faceted, accredited
organization with a diversity of programs and is a leader in innovative
wholistic services that promote a bi-cultural approach to health and
wellness. We work closely with the 10 Fort Frances region First Nation
communities, partners and funders to improve the health and wellness of the
communities it serves.

At Giishkaandago'Ikwe Health Services our competitive compensation, work
schedule, opportunities for training and development, and our benefit plans
(including extended health, dental, pension, and generous vacation) provide
our employees with an incredible work life balance.

EMPLOYMENT NEWS
G I I S H K A A N D A G O ' I K W E  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S

" F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  l i f e l o n g  M i n o  A y a w i n  -  G o o d  H e a l t h "

ABOUT US

JOIN OUR TEAM

Giishkaandago'Ikwe
Health Services is an equal

opportunity employer,
Accessibility

accommodations are
available for all parts of
the recruitment process.
While we appreciate all
who apply, we will only
contact those persons

selected for an interview.
 

Miigwech, thank you.

Hiring Committee
 

Mail: P.O. Box 608, 
Fort Frances, ON, P9A 3M9

 
E-mail:

humanresources@fftahs.org

For current postings and details on how to apply visit:
www.fftahs.com/careers

Our Facebook Page has all the
latest program Information,

pictures and events! 
We have giveaways and client

surveys,  prizes drawn often! 
 Check it out!  

Our website is  updated with
monthly program calendars,

community newsletters,
all current employment
opportunities, and staff

contact information 
 Plus so much more! 

https://www.fftahs.com/events-
calendars

Administration
1458 Idylwild Drive
Mon. to Thurs. 8:00am—4:00pm
Fri. 8:00am—3:30pm

Home & Community Care 
1460 Idylwild Drive
Mon. to Thurs. 8:00am—3:00pm
Fri. 8:00am—2:30pm

Child’s First Initiative
375 Scott Street
Mon. to Thurs. 8:00am—4:00pm
Fri. 8:00am—3:30pm

Diabetes & Foot Care
540 Kings Hwy (Units E)
Mon. to Thurs. 8:00am—3:00pm
Friday 8:00am—2:30pm

Children’s Oral Health Initiative
540 Kings Hwy (Units D)
Mon. to Thurs. 8:00am—3:00pm
Friday 8:00am—2:30pm

Community Health 
540 Kings Hwy (Units D & F)
Mon. to Thurs. 8:00am—4:00pm
Friday 8:00am—3:30pm

Behavioural Health Services
601 Kings Highway
Mon. to Thurs. 8:30am—4:30pm
Fri. 8:30am—4:00pm

Mino Ayaa Ta Win Healing Centre
Fire#1107 Highway 11
Mishkiki Miikaan Road
Mon. to Fri. 8:00am—4:00pm
 


