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Our Vision and Mission
M I N O  A Y A W I N  -  G O O D  H E A L T H

We are a centre of excellence and a leader in
innovative health care guided by the seven
Grandfather teachings of the Anishinaabe inspiring
knowledge, strength and empowerment for the
purpose of lifelong Mino ayawin (good health).

Our Values

G I W E K W A A D I Z I W I N  ( H O N E S T Y )  

D A B A S E N D I Z I W I N  ( H U M I L I T Y )  
- Creator/Creation; self; family; community; nation

N I B W A A K A A W I N  ( W I S D O M )   
 - By providing innovative practice in wholistic health care

D E B W E W I N  ( T R U T H )

- Quality assurance, self reflective

Z A A G I ' I D I W I N  ( L O V E )

-Compassion; empathy; understanding Anishinaabe history

Z O O N G I D E ' E W I N  ( B R A V E R Y )
- Integrity, fearlessness, and strength in leadership

M A N A A J I ' I D I W I N  ( R E S P E C T )  
- Honour individual belief and customs of stakeholders /
consumers and communities

- Accountability and responsibility
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News & Highlights
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Don Jones led our staff in an
all day workshop which

included teachings on how
to harvest our own bark
from trees and created
baskets out of wiigwaas

(birch bark). 

Group #1

Group #2

Group #3
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Group #1

Kathy Bombay
creating her
basket with
the second
group of
staff. 

Tying up their birch bark (wiigwaas) Everyone creating their baskets
with guidance from Don. 



QI Corner (Quality Improvement)
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The Diabetes and Foot Care team supported 299
community members and provided 778 total

encounters during Quarter 1

Through the collaboration of the Children's Oral Health
teams, the Elder’s Committee had the opportunity to
review all of the resources that were created and 650
Brush, Book, Bed packages were assembled over the

course of two days in May. The program will be launched
later into the second quarter. 

The Home Care Team supported 189
community members, provided over

3100 encounters in the home and 5800
total encounters. 

MATW has provided service to 15 individuals
in the residential treatment program. During
the first quarter we were able to host three

residential treatment cycles

The Children's Oral Health Initiative team
performed 89 dental screenings, administered

80 fluoride varnish applications, placed 6
temporary fillings, and facilitated 22 dental

referrals during this quarter.

MATW have received confirmation from funders we
have received capital dollars to expand our Withdrawal
Management beds from two to three. With this funding
we are able to create a bedroom with a fully accessible

bathroom attached. 

The following is an update of Giishkaandago'Ikwe Health Services 
for our Quarter Service Report period of April 1 - June 30, 2022!  
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Health and Wellness
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International Overdose
Awareness Day is a global
event held on 31 August
each year and aims to raise
awareness of overdose and
reduce the stigma of a
drug-related death. It also
acknowledges the grief felt
by families and friends
remembering those who
have died or had a
permanent injury as a
result of drug overdose.

Thousands of people die
each year from drug
overdose. They come from
all walks of life.

 
Scan the QR Code to learn

more!
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Staff Feature

Boozhoo! My name is Cathy Handberg. I am the Manager
of Finance. This past July marked 13 years as a member the
administration team, during which time I’ve had the
pleasure to be a part of the tremendous growth and
success of Giishkaandago’Ikwe Health Services. 

I am a mother of 2 lovely girls and 2 grandchildren. In my
spare time I enjoy camping, gardening, spending time with
friends, family and everything the outdoors has to offer. 

Boozhoo Everyone!  I joined the Giishkaandago’Ikwe Health
Services team as a Casual Administrative Assistant on June
6, 2022, bringing over 20 years of administrative support
experience. 

I am thankful for the knowledge shared by staff during my
orientation at each site, and am excited to contribute to
this welcoming and progressive organization dedicated to
mino ayawin.

Cathy Handberg, Manager of Finance

Darlene Madill, Casual Administrative Assistant

G I I S H K A A N D A G O ' I K W E  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  -  A U G U S T  2 0 2 2

My name is Cindy. I am originally from Pinewood, and now
live in Fort Frances. I have been with Giishkaandago’Ikwe
since December 2017 as a casual administrative assistant.
I have work at various admin locations throughout our
organization. In my spare time, I love to garden and go to
camp.

Cindy Lauzon, Casual Administrative Assistant
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Boozhoo!  My name is Gavin Morrisseau. My clan is Sturgeon
and I’m from Couchiching First Nation. I’ve begun my
summer employment with Giishkaandago’Ikwe Health
Services about a month ago in the IT department. 

I'm a student at the University of Manitoba in the Faculty of
Science, with a major in Computer Science. Miigwetch!

Boozhoo, Tarra Peterson nindishinikaaz.

I am the Manager of Administration. I have been with
Giishkaandago’Ikwe Health Services since August 2020. I
have a diverse background of accounting, legal services, and
health administration. I am so grateful for the opportunity to
work with our Administration team and look forward to the
future of our organization. My true passion and love is being
a mom to my almost 3 year old daughter, Aliana Grace. I
enjoy spending my time with my husband and daughter as
well as baking, gardening, or enjoying the outdoors. 

Gavin Morrisseau, IT Student

Tarra Peterson, Manager of Administration

Boozhoo, my name is Carmen Chilton and I am from Lac La
Croix First Nation.  I have been a part of the
Giishkaandago’Ikwe Health Services family for 8 years. I have
been fortunate to work in many different administrative
roles and with many teams over the years.  I am proud to
work for an organization that supports the vision of mino
ayawin for our people. 

Carmen Chilton, Director of Administration
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Mental Health Service, 

Residential Treatment, 

       & Withdrawal Management Services

Residential Treatment
28 day residential treatment program delivered
through group processing therapy, 1:1
comprehensive case management and solution
focused interventions, 1:1 mental health counselling.

The Co-Ed treatment cycle is beginning 
August 1, 2022

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Mental Health
Direct

Phone Line
807-271-0212

Triaged Walk-in/Call-in
Services

 
Call or Text

8:30am - 4:30pm
Monday to Thursday

 
8:30am - 4:00pm

Fridays

YOU ARE NOT ALONE

Services We Offer

Withdrawal Management Services
Provides medically supervised detox services with
comprehensive case management and aftercare
planning.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 807-274-7373

G I I S H K A A N D A G O ' I K W E  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  -  A U G U S T  2 0 2 2



P A G E  1 4

Mino Ayaa Ta Win 

Residential Treatment Program
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Eighth Moon of Creation
"Miskomini Giizis"

 
 

August
 

 
Ricing Moon continues
our harvesting. We
gather the rice and
medicines that sustain us
through the winter. The
harvest time reflects the
practice of balance,
taking only what is
needed and leaving the
rest behind; knowing we
must share the bounty
and leaving enough for
future harvests.  

This Moon is also known
as Thimbleberry Moon,
Blackberry Moon, Wild
Rice Moon, Sturgeon
Moon, Green Corn Moon,
Flying Up Moon, as well
as many others.
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To learn more, 
go to  http://www.wakingupojibwe.ca 

OR Scan our QR Code 

G I I S H K A A N D A G O ' I K W E  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  -  A U G U S T  2 0 2 2

Cultural Corner
Let's Practice

Anishinaabemowin 
C u l t u r a l  
C o r n e r
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Nenaboozhoo, by Isaac Murdoch. 
 

Nenaboozhoo is known as one of our spiritual guides who helped
create the lands. In this picture, he is holding sacred medicine that

is intended to be given to the Anishinaabe.

G I I S H K A A N D A G O ' I K W E  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  -  A U G U S T  2 0 2 2

Mazinabii'igedaa
C u l t u r a l  
C o r n e r
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Book of the Month

Richard Wagamese, one of Canada’s most celebrated Indigenous authors and
storytellers, was a writer of breathtaking honesty and inspiration. Always striving to be a
better, stronger person, Wagamese shared his journey through writing, encouraging
others to do the same.
Following the success of Embers, which has sold almost seventy thousand copies since
its release in 2016, this new collection of Wagamese’s non-fiction works, with an
introduction by editor Drew Hayden Taylor, brings together more of the prolific author’s
short writings, many for the first time in print, and celebrates his ability to inspire.
Drawing from Wagamese’s essays and columns, along with preserved social media and
blog posts, this beautifully designed volume is a tribute to Wagamese’s literary legacy.

"Treasure these words. Honour his thoughts. But don’t read it too fast. Soak it in. Enjoy
every morsel. Linger on each page because every paragraph has nuggets of
understanding. Lines of wisdom. Stories to appreciate."    –Drew Hayden Taylor, from the
introduction.
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Important Dates & Upcoming Events

For more support please contact:
FFTAHS mental health direct phone line: 
(807) 271-0212
GCT3 IRS team: (807) 548-4214 
GCT3 IRS additional crisis support: 
(807) 464-0037
IRS Survivors Society: 1-800-721-0066
or reach out to your local regional health organization 
for mental health supports.

G I I S H K A A N D A G O ' I K W E  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  -  A U G U S T  2 0 2 2



(807) 274-2042LOCATIONS & HOURS

Giishkaandago'Ikwe Health Services is a multi-faceted, accredited
organization with a diversity of programs and is a leader in innovative
wholistic services that promote a bi-cultural approach to health and
wellness. We work closely with the 10 Fort Frances region First Nation
communities, partners and funders to improve the health and wellness of the
communities it serves.

At Giishkaandago'Ikwe Health Services our competitive compensation, work
schedule, opportunities for training and development, and our benefit plans
(including extended health, dental, pension, and generous vacation) provide
our employees with an incredible work life balance.

EMPLOYMENT NEWS

ABOUT US

JOIN OUR TEAM

FFTAHS is an equal
opportunity employer,

Accessibility
accommodations are

available for all parts of
the recruitment process.
While we appreciate all
who apply, we will only
contact those persons

selected for an interview.
 

Miigwech, thank you.

G I I S H K A A N D A G O ' I K W E  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S

Hiring Committee
 

Mail: P.O. Box 608, 
Fort Frances, ON, P9A 3M9

 
E-mail:

humanresources@fftahs.org

For current postings and details on how to apply visit:
www.fftahs.com/careers

" F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  l i f e l o n g  M i n o  A y a w i n  -  G o o d  H e a l t h "

Our Facebook Page has all the
latest program Information,

pictures and events! 
We have giveaways and client

surveys,  prizes drawn often! 
 Check it out!  

Our website is  updated with
monthly program calendars,

community newsletters,
all current employment
opportunities, and staff

contact information 
 Plus so much more! 

https://www.fftahs.com/events-
calendars

Administration
1458 Idylwild Drive
Mon. to Thurs. 8:00am—4:00pm
Fri. 8:00am—3:30pm

Home & Community Care 
1460 Idylwild Drive
Mon. to Thurs. 8:00am—3:00pm
Fri. 8:00am—2:30pm

Child’s First Initiative
375 Scott Street
Mon. to Thurs. 8:00am—3:00pm
Fri. 8:00am—2:30pm

Diabetes & Foot Care
540 Kings Hwy (Units E)
Mon. to Thurs. 8:00am—3:00pm
Friday 8:00am—2:30pm

Children’s Oral Health Initiative
540 Kings Hwy (Units D)
Mon. to Thurs. 8:00am—3:00pm
Friday 8:00am—2:30pm

Community Health 
540 Kings Hwy (Units D & F)
Mon. to Thurs. 8:00am—3:00pm
Friday 8:00am—2:30pm

Behavioural Health Services
601 Kings Highway
Mon. to Thurs. 8:30am—4:30pm
Fri. 8:30am—4:00pm

Mino Ayaa Ta Win Healing Centre
Fire#1107 Highway 11
Mishkiki Miikaan Road
Mon. to Fri. 8:00am—4:00pm
 


