
  

Fifth (‘First Passion’) Sunday of Lent, Year A | 22nd March 2026 

 
3 Springfield Rd, Horsham, RH12 2PJ, West Sussex | 01403 253667 | horsham@abdiocese.org.uk | www.stjohnshorsham.com 

Parish Clergy: Fr Tristan Cranfield (tristan.cranfield@abdiocese.org.uk) 
Deacon Tom Murray (tom.murray@abdiocese.org.uk) 

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS Holy Mass Open to Parishioners and Live-streamed 

21st March – Saturday of the Fourth Week in Lent 
10:00 am Mass -– Maria Lione RIP 
Followed by Confession, Adoration & Benediction 
5:00 pm to 5:45 pm - Confession 
6:00 pm Vigil Mass - Frank Maguire RIP 
 
22nd March – Fifth (‘First Passion’) Sunday of Lent 
No Confession 
9:15 am Mass - Pro Populo 
11:15 am Mass - Sunny Moonan RIP 
1:45 pm - Polish Mass 
5:00 pm - Italian Mass 
 
23rd March – Monday of the Fifth Week in Lent 
8:00 am to 8:30 am - Confession 
12:00 noon Requiem Mass for Norah Hart RIP  
  
24th March – Tuesday of the Fifth Week in Lent 
7:30 am Mass - Christian Le Roy RIP 
8:00 am to 8:30 am - Confession 
10:30 am to 3:00 pm - Adoration 
 
25th March – Wednesday, The Annunciation of the Lord (Solemnity)  
NO MASS 
(12:00 noon - Mass at Our Lady of Consolation and St Francis, West 
Grinstead) 
6:00 pm - Polish Adoration 
7:00 pm - Polish Mass 
 
26th March – Thursday of the Fifth Week in Lent 
12:00 noon Mass - Deceased Members of the Ward Family RIP 
5:00 pm to 5:45 pm - Confession 
(6:45 pm - Confirmation Programme Session 8 in the Parish Hall) 

27th March – Friday of the Fifth Week in Lent 
11:15 am - Stations of the Cross 
12:00 noon Mass - Albert and Eileen Balchin RIP FM 
Followed by Confession 
5:00 pm to 5:45 pm - Confession 
NO Rosary & Adoration 
6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross 
7:30 pm - Commissioning Workshop for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion 
 
28th March – Saturday of the Fifth Week in Lent 
10:00 am Mass -– Barry Perks RIP (Second Anniversary) 
Followed by Confession, Adoration & Benediction 
2:30 pm – Knanaya Mission Mass 
3:30 pm - Silent Prayer (Meet upstairs in the Parish Hall for refreshments, 
then proceed to the Church) 
5:00 pm to 5:45 pm – Confession 
HOLY WEEK 
6:00 pm Vigil Mass - Ian Cooper RIP 
 
29th March – Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
8:00 am to 8:45 am - Confession 
9:15 am Mass - In Thanksgiving for Antony 
11:15 am Mass - Pro Populo 
1:45 pm - Polish Mass 
5:00 pm - Italian Mass 
 

 

 

 

 

FOR NEWSLETTER ITEMS & ANNOUNCEMENT - PLEASE SEND BY WEDNESDAY 5:00 PM TO  
horsham@abdiocese.org.uk 

£2,867.04 
 

(£1,117.04 Offertory; 
£1,750 Standing Orders). 

 

No Collections. 
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FLOWERS FOR EASTER – This weekend’s Second Collection is for Flowers for Easter, when we ask you to give generously, so that the church can 
look at its majestic best for the Season of Easter. You can use your Diocesan Gift Aid envelopes for this collection. Thank you. 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES – You’ll find details of these in a flyer, copies of which are available at the back of the Church. Please take one 
home with you and encourage family and friends to join us as we celebrate Holy Week and Easter. 

FROM THE PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE – Fr Tristan does not receive a salary – his main source of income is the collection taken at our Easter 
Vigil and Easter Sunday Masses and at the Christmas Eve/Christmas Day Masses. Please give generously when you come to Mass over the Easter 
weekend (4th/5th April), via the Offertory Basket, Card Machine or Online Banking. For Online Banking please use “Easter” as a reference along with 
your Gift Aid number, if applicable. For the Offertory Basket, if you gift aid, please put your offering in an envelope of any kind and write your name 
or Gift Aid number on it – cheques should be made payable to ‘St John the Evangelist’. Please note that if you have a standing order with the parish, 
this is your parish offertory and it is NOT treated as part of the Easter collection. Thank you! (More details about online giving, and gift aid, can be 
found at: https://www.stjohnshorsham.com/church-giving). 

THE PARISH OFFICE – will be closed on Tuesday 24th March, Tuesday 31st March, Good Friday 3rd April and Easter Monday 6th April. 

SVP SOUP LUNCHES - The SVP cordially invite you to their remaining Wednesday Lenten Soup Lunches in the church hall from 12.00 – 1.30, on 
Wednesday 25th March. Donations will again go to South Sudan.  

REQUIEM MASS - The Requiem Mass for Norah Hart will take place here at St John the Evangelist on Monday 23rd March at 12 noon, followed by 
the Wake in the Church Hall. All are very welcome. 

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICES IN THE DEANERY – The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available as follows in these parishes of the 
Deanery. East Grinstead: Wednesday 25th March at 7.00pm. Crawley: Friday 27th March at 6.00pm and Saturday 28th March at 
10.30am. Billingshurst: Saturday 28th March at 10.00am (Fr Tristan). Horsham: Saturday 28th March after 10.00am Mass (Canon Tim). Worth: 
Monday 30th March at 7.30pm. 

NOTICE FOR ALTAR SERVERS, ARUNDEL CATHEDRAL CHRISM MASS, WEDNESDAY 1 APRIL - Those planning to attend the Chrism Mass, 
who would like to altar serve, should please note that there are new protocols in place at the Cathedral to ensure that the appropriate Safeguarding 
procedures are followed. Anyone who wishes to altar serve at the Cathedral will need a DBS and appropriate training and will need to contact the 
Cathedral Office; E: arundel@abdiocese.org.uk or T: 01903 882297 to register for events. To register to altar serve for the Chrism Mass please 
contact the cathedral team by Wednesday 18 March. 

GOOD FRIDAY 3RD APRIL - All are invited to this year's Horsham Churches Together Good Friday Service on Friday 3rd April at 11.15am at the 
Carfax Bandstand.  With song and prayer, we stand together publicly in the centre of Horsham to declare the good news of Salvation through 
Jesus's death and Resurrection. 

THE HOLY PLACES – There will be a Retiring Collection on Good Friday, at the end of the Celebration of the Passion of the Lord, for the Holy 
Places. It is not a Gift Aid-eligible collection. 

A HUGE THANK YOU - to all who attended the St. Patrick celebration on Saturday. A fun family evening was enjoyed by all. Thanks to all the 
performers, what a talented parish!  A sincere thank you also to all who helped on the night. Proceeds amounted to £600.00, which will be divided 
between our two Catholic primary schools, St John’s and St. Robert’s. Louise Martin 

           

           ANNOUNCEMENTS  

“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in 
me shall never die.”  

This Sunday we find ourselves between various significant points in the Church’s liturgical calendar; last week we celebrated Laetare 
Sunday, in which we rejoiced in anticipation of the coming celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection. This week, we celebrated the feast of St 
Patrick and the solemnity of St Joseph. Next Sunday, we will process with palm branches in our hands as we begin that solemn journey to 
Calvary with Our Lord in Holy Week. And this week, the Church gives us one of the most moving Gospel readings in the lectionary; the 
bringing of Lazarus back from the dead.  

Something that has always struck me in this passage is the unapologetic way in which Jesus shows us His humanity, whilst also showing us 
so clearly His Divinity. In the midst of the death of His friend Lazarus, after Jesus testifies that He is the Resurrection and the life, we read 
one of the most awe-inspiring passages in scripture; that “Jesus wept”. Why are we told this? For what reason does Jesus let us in on this 
little secret, this brief glimpse into His emotions, His frailty, His pain? How are we to respond to Jesus’s tears? Perhaps one reason among 
many is so that we may be consoled. If Jesus had merely brought Lazarus back to life, of course, that would be enough. But how generous 
it is of Him to share with us not only His power, but also His sorrow. Jesus’s moving display of emotion emphasises to us a simple fact of life 
that He does not ask us to deny; death is tragic, and it is painful when we lose someone we love. And yet, God’s glory shines through all the 
same. Jesus weeps, yet He does not let death have the last word. Instead, He makes them open the tomb, not so that He can say a last 
farewell to his friend, but instead so that He can confidently call him out of the sleep of death. And so, as God’s children who await the glory 
of the Resurrection, we may also weep when faced with life’s tragedies, but we can do so not just with the comforting knowledge that 
Christ has wept with us, but also with the joyful hope that, at the end of all things, He will stand before the tombs of all His friends and say, 
this time without tears, ‘come forth’.  

 

OUR VISITING SEMINARIAN, BARNABAS, WRITES 
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           ANNOUNCEMENTS  

SPRING HAS ARRIVED!  - A time to embrace nature and to think about being kinder to our environment. Hang washing outside.  Start a compost 
heap. Collect rainwater for watering your plants.  Every small change makes a difference. 

Email livesimply_stjohnshorsham@yahoo.com with your Live Simply questions and ideas. 

“THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, WITH WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED; LISTEN TO HIM” (MATTHEW 17:5) - At St John’s, we have the opportunity 
to experience some catechesis in the parish to help us in our journey of growing closer to Jesus and listening more closely to him this Lent. 
On Mondays at 17:00, Fr Tristan will be giving a live online talk on the liturgy on YouTube (to access, head to his YouTube channel 
Fr_Tristan_Cranfield), which will be recorded so you can watch it later if you wish. Moreover, Barnabas will be facilitating a video course by Dr Scott 
Hahn on the Gospel of Matthew, with prayer and group discussion, in the Main Hall on Fridays at 19:30. Both series are intended for anyone in the 
parish, and indeed any friends who may be interested in learning more about Christ and his Church. All are welcome!  

MARRIAGE CATECHISTS & AMBASSADORS’ FORMATION DAY, CHRIST THE PRINCE OF PEACE, WEYBRIDGE, SATURDAY 18 APRIL 
10.30AM – 3PM - For all those involved in the Marriage Preparation process across the Diocese or anyone who is keen to support and build the 
understanding of sacramental marriage in their parishes. Join us for a day of sharing, listening and learning from the many teams across the 
diocese; sharing your experience and ideas from the important work you are doing. We will also be discussing ways of engaging, educating and 
raising the understanding of a sacramental marriage with the young adults of our parishes. Please bring a packed lunch. To register, go to the 
Events page of the Diocesan website W: www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events or scan the QR code on the poster. If you have any questions about 
the day please contact Deacon Simon South, Diocesan Marriage & Family Life Adviser E: simon.south@abdiocese.org.uk. 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027 IN SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA – The next World Youth Day will take place from 3rd to 8th August next year in Seoul, South 
Korea. There is further information on the website: https://wydseoul.org/en. If you’re aged between 18 and 35 and would like to go, please register 
your interest via the Parish Office or speak to Fr Tristan. 

GRANDPARENTS’ FORMATION DAY – Thursday 23 April 10-4pm at St John the Evangelist parish hall, Horsham. Join us for what promises 
to be a wonderful, engaging and affirming day with guest speaker, David Wells. You will be able to listen to the inspirational experience of David 
Wells as evangelist, father and grandfather. A chance to meet with people from across the grandparent network of the diocese and those who are 
keen to bring the faith to the next generation. For more details on David's powerful, fun and engaging talks on our faith you might like to visit his 
website W: davidwellslive.com To register, go to the Events page of the Diocesan website W: www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events If you have 
any questions about the day please contact Deacon Simon South, Diocesan Marriage & Family Life Adviser E: simon.south@abdiocese.org.uk. 

LINE DANCING EVENING - The Governors of St John’s School are hosting another Line Dancing Evening to help raise money for the school’s 10% 
costs of replacing the outside classroom. Please come along and support the school whilst having a fun evening. Friday 24th April 7.30pm in the 
church hall. £10 cash on the door. Bring your own refreshments. Adults and older teenagers (accompanied) only please. See the poster at the back 
of church. 

PLEASE JOIN US ON A MARY’S MEALS WALKING PILGRIMAGE - Would you like to join a Mary’s Meals walking pilgrimage this year? Details of 
all the pilgrimages are available here: www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/charity-events/walk-for-hope. Options include the Augustine Camino 
from Rochester to Ramsgate via Aylesford Priory, Canterbury Cathedral and Minster Abbey from 5-11 September, and The Way of Our Lady of 
Consolation from West Grinstead to Storrington and onto Arundel Cathedral from 8-9 May. You are very welcome to join us for a single day, for 
several days, or for a whole pilgrimage. Come on your own or as a group. To find out more or to sign up, please go to www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-
involved/charity-events/walk-for-hope or contact Roy Peachey from Mary’s Meals at info@marysmeals.org . 

GRANDPARENTS PILGRIMAGE, THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION & ST FRANCIS, WEST GRINSTEAD, WEDNESDAY 17 JUNE 
11AM – 3PM - A day of sharing and prayer with other Grandparents to include Mass, Benediction, Rosary, tours of the secret chapel and lots of 
chat. Please bring a packed lunch. To register, go to the Events page of the Diocesan website W: www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events or scan 
the QR code on the poster. If you have any questions about the day please contact Deacon Simon South, Diocesan Marriage & Family Life Adviser 
E: simon.south@abdiocese.org.uk. 

MARRIAGE SUPPORT - From relationships that are 'Just in a Rut', needing some refreshment or more serious issues - If you are open to try again 
– Retrouvaille could be the solution. We have helped thousands of couples get their relationship back on track as they rediscovered hope and trust 
in the marriage. To find out more:  www.retrouvaille.org.uk  +44 797 338 0443. 

FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND – are looking for Volunteer Ambassadors to present and promote their work through talks in Catholic parishes 
and in places of education. If you are interested in helping them raise awareness of their spiritual and pastoral work, you can find more information 
at www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/volunteer. 

PARISH COVENANT WITH THE POOR - Please visit the Covenant with the Poor Chapel (immediately on the left as you enter the church) to see 
updated information about some of the charities supported by the Covenant.  We currently support four UK organisations and three overseas 
organisations with quarterly donations.  The UK charities are the Dame Very Lynn Foundation, Turning Tides, Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group, 
and Besom Dorking. The overseas organisations are Nurses Reaching Out (Uganda), Philippines Feeding Project and Superemos 
(Nicaragua.)  Superemos have a website which is worth checking out. There are some lovely blogs with photos of the valuable work they carry out 
in a very remote and poor part of northern Nicaragua: News — Superemos. Thank you for your continued support of our Parish Covenant with the 
Poor. 
 

        
   

LIVE SIMPLY   “Live simply so others may simply live” 
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. From the 
deceitful and cunning rescue me, for you, O God, are my strength.   

THE COLLECT  
By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God, may we walk eagerly in that same charity 
with which, out of love for the world, your Son handed himself over to death. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen  

FIRST READING (Prophet Ezekiel 37:12-14) 
Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, 
O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am 
the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. And 
I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. 
Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the 
LORD. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R:   With the LORD there is mercy, in him is plentiful redemption. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive 
to the sound of my pleadings. R 

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 
Lord, who could stand? 
But with you is found forgiveness, 
that you may be revered. R 

I long for you, O LORD, 
my soul longs for his word. 
My soul awaits the Lord 
more than watchmen for daybreak. R 

More than watchmen for daybreak, 
let Israel hope for the LORD. 
For with the LORD there is mercy, 
in him is plentiful redemption. 
It is he who will redeem Israel 
from all its iniquities. R 

SECOND READING (Letter of St Paul to the Romans 8:8-11) 
Brothers and Sisters: Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. You, however, are 
not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although 
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God. I am the resurrection and the life, says the 
Lord. Everyone who believes in me shall never die. Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the 
living God.   
 
GOSPEL (John 11:1-45) 
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. It was Mary, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her 
hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to him, saying, ‘Lord, he whom 
you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death. It is 
for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 
    Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that Lazarus 
was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to 
the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were 
just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are 
there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, 
because he sees the light of this world. But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, 
because the light is not in him.’ After saying these things, he said to them, ‘Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he 
has fallen asleep, he will recover.’ Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought 
that he meant taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus has died, and 
for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 
him.’ So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.’ 
    Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. So when Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the 
house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and 
the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.’ 
    When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, ‘The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she rose quickly and 
went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place 
where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw 
him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her 
also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. And he said, 
‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept. So the 
Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?’ 
    Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said 
to him, ‘Lord, by this time there will be a smell, for he has been dead four days.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?’ So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, ‘Father, I thank you 
that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of 
the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had 
said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out.’ The man who 
had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped 
with a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 
    Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, 
believed in him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
Hear us, almighty God, and, having instilled in your servants the teachings of the 
Christian faith, graciously purify them by the working of this sacrifice. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for ever, says the Lord. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We pray, almighty God, that we may always be counted among the members of 
Christ, in whose Body and Blood we have communion. Who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. Amen 
 

Fifth (‘First Passion’) Sunday of Lent, Year A | 22nd March 2026 

 Readings for Next Week 

 LET US PRAY FOR 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK INCLUDING 
Paul Wycliffe, John Maher, Charlotte Curson, Edwina Slater, Tony Sefton, Baby 

Ruby, Sheila Pike, Bill Hughes, Geraldine Garvley, Ashley Elliott, Diana Foley, Robin 
Sherfield, Helen Daly, Pat Danielian, Anne Mullarky, Vilma Marshall, Carolyn 

Whitefield, Sheila Budgen, Zoe Keane, Mark Wiesner, Brian Harris, Shane Campbell, 
Laura Rawlinson (Walshe), Grace Khushi, Amanda Molloy, Jarad Nunns, Gina 

Partridge, Margaret Georgeson, Jan Davies, Alan Frendo-Cumbo,  
and Katrina Sharpe. 

  
WE PRAY FOR  

Norah Hart RIP and ALL HOLY SOULS. 

 Coffee After 9:15 am Mass Host 

ST ROBERT SOUTHWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL. 
 

Reading 1 - Prophet Isaiah 50:4-7 
Psalm - Ps 22(21): 8-9.17-18a.19-20.23-24. R. 2a  

Reading 2 - Letter of St Paul to the Philippians 2:6-11 
Gospel - Matthew 26:14-27:66 

 

 

 Other Announcements 

 Wednesday is the Solemnity of The Annunciation of the Lord 
 – no Lenten discipline on this day. 

 Collections Annuncements 

THIS WEEKEND’S SECOND COLLECTION IS FOR  
FLOWERS FOR EASTER (eligible for Diocesan Gift Aid envelopes). 


	SPRING HAS ARRIVED!  - A time to embrace nature and to think about being kinder to our environment. Hang washing outside.  Start a compost heap. Collect rainwater for watering your plants.  Every small change makes a difference.

