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HOW A MIDWESTERN 
ACADEMIC MEDICAL 
CENTER CAMPUS IS 

QUIETLY BUILDING ONE OF 
THE NATION’S MOST 

COLLABORATIVE 
HEALTHCARE INNOVATION 

ECOSYSTEMS.

http://www.edgeomaha.com/


“AS A DYNAMIC HUB FOR 

HEALTH-FOCUSED SCIENTIFIC 

DISCOVERY, ENTREPRENEURSHIP,

AND COMMERCIALIZATION, THE EDGE 

DISTRICT’S MISSION IS TO CULTIVATE 

COLLABORATION, INNOVATION, AND 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BY NURTURING 

A VIBRANT ECOSYSTEM OF 

PEOPLE, PROGRAMS, AND PLACES 

THAT UNITE ACADEMIA, HEALTHCARE, 

INDUSTRY, AND THE BROADER 

COMMUNITY.”

www.EDGEOmaha.com 

MISSION & PLACE
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PLEASE REFER TO THE FULL 
ECONOMIC IMPACT PROJECTIONS REPORT.

http://www.edgeomaha.com/


FROM PROJECTIONS TO PRACTICE: 

EDGE IN ACTION
What does EDGE-enabled innovation look like in real life?

 Founders building and scaling healthcare innovation in Nebraska

 Companies choosing proximity to UNMC, clinicians, and research

 Talent, IP, and investment staying in, coming to, or returning to the region

 Early proof points behind EDGE District economic impact projections

www.EDGEOmaha.com 

http://www.edgeomaha.com/


JONELL TEMPERO 
RespirAI

TAYLOR KORENSKY
VisionSync

EVAN LUXON
Teucer Diagnostics

MICHAEL HASSELBERG
Nebraska Medicine

JESSICA QUEEN 
Omedus

AGNES LENAGH
UNMC

JASON JOHANNING
Vital-IT

BREANNA HETLAND
familyroom.health

THE PEOPLE POWERING THE EDGE DISTRICT

Engagement with the EDGE District takes many forms - all fueling regional economic growth.
Some are here physically. Others are here functionally.  

All are part of the EDGE ecosystem.

www.EDGEOmaha.com 

ERIK CARLSON
linearA
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Evan Luxon

For an early-stage healthcare company, 
the EDGE District is a force multiplier - you get proximity 
to world-class clinical and research partners at UNMC, 

plus the day-to-day energy and shared infrastructure that 
helps small teams move faster and think bigger.

 - Evan Luxon
luxon@teucerdiagnostics.com 

Sector: MedTech / Diagnostics | Stage: Early-Stage | Leadership: CEO, Serial Entrepreneur

Why It Matters:
Develops a urine-based molecular diagnostic platform designed to detect early vascular injury and cardio-
renal risk years before traditional clinical symptoms appear, enabling earlier preventive intervention and 
treatment.

EDGE Impact Signals:
 Accelerates early-stage MedTech development through close clinical collaboration with UNMC
 Leverages the EDGE District’s shared infrastructure and programming to accelerate execution, 

partnerships, and investor readiness
 Contributes to regional brain gain by building and scaling high-growth healthcare innovation in Nebraska

www.EDGEOmaha.com 

Connect With Evan:

mailto:luxon@teucerdiagnostics.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/evan-luxon/
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Jonell Tempero

The EDGE District makes it possible for innovation 
that starts here to stay here.

 - Jonell Tempero
jonell@respirai.com 

Sector: Digital Health | Stage: Early-Stage Leadership: Managing Director, US Operations

Why It Matters: 
Develops an AI-enabled wearable platform that helps people with chronic respiratory disease manage their 
health from home, enabling earlier intervention and improved outcomes.

EDGE Impact Signals:
 Omaha-born technology, now HQ’d locally (2024)
 Cross-border R&D + Nebraska-based clinical validation
 Global → local translational innovation
 Local hiring and partnerships with UNMC, Nebraska Medicine, and regional firms
 This innovator example directly supports IP retention, job creation, clinical commercialization, Midwest 

competitiveness

www.EDGEOmaha.com 

Connect With Jonell:

mailto:jonell@respirai.com
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Breanna Hetland, PhD, RN, CCRN

We're serving 5 million ICU families annually with 
technology built right here in Omaha. 

The EDGE District gave us the ecosystem to stay close to 
our clinical roots while building something that scales 

nationally.

 - Breanna Hetland, PhD, RN, CCRN 
breanna.hetland@unmc.edu 

Sector: Health Tech| Stage: Early (Revenue-generating) | Leadership: Academic Nurse Scientist Entrepreneur 

Why It Matters: 
Builds a program that engages ICU family caregivers as active healthcare team members through: 
(1) an EHR-integrated mobile app that enables families to contribute directly to the patient's medical record
(2) nurse-led, unit-tailored implementation support
(3) real-time analytics that help hospitals measure family engagement impact

EDGE Impact Signals: 
 Academic-to-entrepreneur pathway: UNMC faculty securing competitive extramural funding while maintaining 

academic role - demonstrating how the EDGE ecosystem enables clinical researchers to commercialize 
innovations

 Non-dilutive capital leverage: Initial NIH SEED investment catalyzed $650K+ in additional grants and positioned 
company for $2M Phase II award, multiplying impact of federal funding

www.EDGEOmaha.com 

Connect With Breanna:

mailto:breanna.hetland@unmc.edu
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Jason Johanning, MD, MS, FACS 

Omaha & the EDGE District give us a rare 
combination of a world-class academic medical 

center, a vibrant startup community, & health systems willing 
to innovate. Vital-IT was built here because 

this is a place where clinician-entrepreneurs & community 
partners can sit at the same table & turn better ideas into 

better care.

 - Jason Johanning, MD, MS, FACS
jjohanning@unmc.edu 

Sector: Digital Health | Stage: Early Stage (FDA Cleared 2025) | Leadership: Clinician Entrepreneur /CEO

Why It Matters: 
Develops an automated frailty assessment and surgical risk stratification platform that helps clinicians identify 
vulnerable patients earlier, align resources more effectively, and improve outcomes and efficiency across 
surgical and perioperative care.

EDGE Impact Signals: 
 Translates UNMC-based clinical research & quality innovation into a commercial, FDA-cleared medical 

technology
 Embeds healthcare innovation directly into real-world clinical workflows through EHR & billing integration
 Demonstrates how clinician-led entrepreneurship within the EDGE ecosystem accelerates adoption, scale, 

& impact

Connect With Jason:

http://www.edgeomaha.com/
mailto:jjohanning@unmc.edu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jjohanning/
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Taylor Korensky
Sector: Health & Strategy Tech | Stage: Early-Stage | Leadership: CEO, Serial Entrepreneur

Why It Matters: 
Leads a strategy execution platform that saves organizations hundreds of hours spent managing and 
tracking their strategic plans. VisionSync connects leadership vision to frontline execution, giving healthcare, 
higher ed institutions, and municipalities coordinated, measurable action across every level of the 
organization.

EDGE Impact Signals: 
 Originated through UNMC relationships
 Actively serving Nebraska institutions
 Founder chose Omaha over coastal relocation
 This innovator example reinforces founder retention, institutional demand and ecosystem density.

The EDGE District is proof Nebraska is 
investing in its own future.

 - Taylor Korensky
taylor@visionsync.com 

www.EDGEOmaha.com 

Connect With Taylor:
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Jessica Queen, APRN, MSN, FNP

The Catalyst community (in the EDGE District) has played 
a pivotal role in my founder journey, transforming what is 
often a difficult and lonely path into one strengthened by 

support, connection, and the resilience needed to 
persevere through adversity.

 - Jessica Queen
jessica.queen@omedustech.com 

Sector: MedTech / Wearables | Stage: Early Stage | Leadership: Clinician Entrepreneur /CEO

Why It Matters: 
Developed Triage360, a wearable technology and software to support triage, emergency response, and care 
delivery in critical situations.

EDGE Impact Signals: 
 An independent company, not based on university IP, that is strategically leveraging its proximity to UNeMed, 

hospitals, & broader system resources to accelerate growth.
 Interactions with local resources have directly enabled local hiring and supported our ability to keep our 

headquarters here in Nebraska.
 Access to innovation space enables our company to host both virtual and in person meetings with military & 

foreign dignitaries in a high end, professional environment, significantly elevating our presence & perceived 
stature.

www.EDGEOmaha.com 

Connect With Jessica:
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Erik Carlson, FACHE, FHFMA, FACMPE 
Sector: Strategic Advisory/Data Analytics | Stage: Established Advisory Firm |  Leadership: Founder/CEO

Why It Matters: 
Linear A helps organizations transform complex data into clear strategic decisions. Through analytics-driven 
advisory services, the firm supports leaders navigating critical business, operational, and investment choices 
across industries including healthcare, education, architecture, finance, and the arts.

EDGE Impact Signals: 
 Supports professional service firms that enable innovation and strategic growth
 Provides data-driven advisory expertise for startups, institutions, and regional partners
 Benefits from collaboration and cross-sector networking within the Catalyst community
 Demonstrates knowledge sharing across the EDGE innovation ecosystem

The EDGE District brings together people who are 
solving complex problems. Being part of that 

ecosystem gives Linear A the opportunity to apply 
analytics in ways that help innovators make clearer, 

more confident decisions.

 - Erik Carlson
erik@linearA.io 

www.EDGEOmaha.com 

Connect With Erik:

mailto:erik@lineara.io
http://www.edgeomaha.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/erikcarlson21/
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Dr. Michael Hasselberg, PhD

One of the things that drew me to Nebraska – 
and to the Medical Center - was the significant 

investment being made in innovation.

 - Dr. Michael Hasselberg
mhasselberg@nebraskamed.com 

Sector: Healthcare Infrastructure & Innovation | Leadership: Chief Transformation & Digital Officer

Why It Matters: 
Leads enterprise-wide digital transformation and innovation strategy at Nebraska Medicine, translating 
sustained investment in innovation into improved care delivery, operational performance, and long-term 
system resilience.

EDGE Impact Signals:
 Demonstrates brain gain in action, attracting senior innovation leaders to Nebraska
 Signals that sustained investment in innovation can reverse regional talent outmigration
 Expands the capacity of the health system to partner with startups and scale new solutions

www.EDGEOmaha.com 

Connect With Michael:
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-hasselberg-793a4111b/
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Agnes Lenagh, PhD

Breakthrough innovation doesn’t happen in isolation. 
Our role is to connect UNMC’s scientists & clinicians 

with industry partners who can help translate 
discovery into solutions that improve lives. The EDGE 

District creates the environment where those 
partnerships can 
form and grow. 

- Dr. Agnes Lenagh
alenagh@unmc.edu 

Sector: Healthcare Innovation, Life Sciences Research & Industry Partnerships
Leadership: Director of Strategic Partnerships, Industry Engagement

Why It Matters: 
Leads strategic partnerships that connect UNMC researchers, clinicians, and industry collaborators – 
including health sciences startups - helping translate scientific discovery into real-world healthcare & life 
sciences innovation, commercial partnerships, and regional economic growth.

EDGE Impact Signals:
 Connects global life sciences companies with UNMC researchers and clinicians
 Strengthens pathways from discovery → commercialization
 Aligns university, clinical, and industry partners across the EDGE ecosystem

www.EDGEOmaha.com 

Connect With Agnes:
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THE EDGE DISTRICT IS MORE THAN A PLACE – IT’S A PLATFORM

Real 
Estate

Membership
Advantage 
Program 

Community 
Programming

Entrepreneurial 
Education

Collaborative 
R&D Initiatives

Technology 
Transfer

Access to 
Capital

Vendor 
Promotion

Connections to 
Valuable  

Resources & 
Services

Workforce 
Training

Programs

While several innovators highlighted here are tenants within the EDGE District, others engage with EDGE 

through programming, partnerships, pilot projects, and community collaboration. The EDGE District is designed 

to support innovation at every stage - offering more than real estate by connecting founders to people, 

resources, clinical expertise, and momentum that help ideas grow and scale in Nebraska.

www.EDGEOmaha.com 
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TOGETHER, THESE INNOVATORS REFLECT HOW THE 

EDGE DISTRICT IS CONVERTING INVESTMENT INTO 

JOBS, TALENT, AND LONG-TERM ECONOMIC GROWTH.

EDGEOmaha.com @EDGEdistrictOMA @edge-district-omaha



EDGE DISTRICT PRESS KIT 
AVAILABLE TO DOWNLOAD:

https://www.edgeomaha.com/news-and-media#MediaCenter
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UNMC MEDIA CONTACTS

Senior Manager of Media and Content
Strategic Communications

Amy Thompson

Director, Campus Development 
Integrated Services

AThompson1@UNMC.edu 

402-250-0930

linkedin.com/in/amyjthompson

John.Keenan@UNMC.edu 

402-690-8107

linkedin.com/in/john-keenan-ma-0a279929

John Keenan

www.EDGEOmaha.com 
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