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How to Use QR Codes
To help make registration and event information easier to access, you’ll see QR codes
throughout this month’s highlights. You can scan a QR code by simply opening your

phone’s camera and pointing it at the code—your phone will automatically pull up the
link for you. If you’re reading the digital PDF version of the newsletter, the QR codes are
also clickable and will take you directly to the linked information. We hope this makes
connecting with events, registrations, and ministry opportunities at Hope even easier 

and more convenient.

Worship Info:Giving Form:

Hope Website:

Sermons:

Events Page:Office Email:

Sunday School:Ministries: Prayer List:

QR Codes for Easy Access
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1 Peter 5:1-3 - So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of
Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed:  shepherd the flock of God that is
among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for
shameful gain, but eagerly;  not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the
flock.-ESV
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On September 2  we will meet, eat, and talk about where we are going as a church. The
process of hearing, the work of calling, and the duty to share is now upon us. The vision I will
share is simple: “To Have, Build, and Share One Hope in Christ.”

nd

There are three things that have undergirded this vision, and the worksheet sent the
congregation; 1) the focus on Christ, 2) the concern for our people, and 3) the desire to energize
people for the work of ministry.

The Focus on Christ
The focus on Christ is essential. We can’t build on any other foundation other than the one that
has already been laid, which is our Lord Jesus Christ. If ever we lose sight of him, if ever our
focus becomes more on “success,” on pleasing people rather than God, then we have lost
everything. Yet if our eyes are set on Jesus, our hearts focused on the spread of his kingdom
through his Gospel, if we are humble and wait upon the Lord’s movement, then God will
provide what we need, he will direct our steps, and he will give us lives of joy and peace even in
the midst of our trials and sorrow.

The Concern for our People
Looking after the flock of God is the work of a pastor, but it is also the work of a congregation. A
vision cannot just be a mobilization of talents and resources; it must fundamentally serve the
very people God has brought in our midst and given into our care. That care is needed
whatever age; the new mother ought to know her church is delighted to support her as much
as the great-grandmother should feel confident that the church will gladly meet her with
communion in the assisted living facility. That care for our people takes many forms, but one
we cannot neglect is that we look to teach one another, grow up together in the word, learn
our theological foundations and feel equipped to speak our faith to others around us.

The Desire to Energize
Hope has a magnificent history of service and continues boldly to this day. One of the most
exciting parts of any vision is the sense that we now can get to work, act with courage and
strength for ministry, lift up the needs of our community and preach the Gospel of Jesus to all
who will hear it. New vistas of service, passing the torch of ministry to a new generation,
getting people connected to the life of the church is a joyous and wonderful thing.

More could be said, but these are a few of the deeper elements that have played into this
vision. I ask for your prayers, I humbly ask for your support, and I look forward to walking
forward in shared purpose. God bless.

Looking forward with Hope,
Pastor Devin Murphy

Pastor Letter Understanding the Vision
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Maze
Find your way from the center of

the sunflower to a petal edge.

Let your light shine before
others, that they may see your

good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.

MATTHEW 5:16
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9:45-10:45 AM
Sunday School

Get Back Into the Rhythm of Sunday School
As school-year routines return, make Sunday School part of your family’s weekly

rhythm! Join us Sundays from 9:45-10:45 AM, with opportunities for every age—from
babies in the nursery to Kids, Youth, and Adults. Learning never stops, and neither does

our need to grow and be strengthened in God’s Word. 
“Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man, and

he will increase in learning.” – Proverbs 9:9.
 Don’t forget to check in through the Realm app or kiosk before class ends. 

Kids Lessons
There’s a lot to discover in God’s Word

this fall! Across Hope Kids Ministry,
each age group is diving into lessons
designed just for them as they learn

more about who God is, His promises,
and what it means to follow Him.

Preschool JAM is exploring Noah’s Big
Boat: God’s Forever Promises, K1 Crew

is learning to Follow God, Level 23 is
Looking Upward to God’s Glory, and
Club 45 is discovering The Chosen

One. Ask your Kids what they’re
learning and keep the conversation

going at home as we grow together in
God’s Word!

Youth Lessons
Join us each Sunday as Youth Sunday
School continues our year-long study,
People of the Bible. Together, middle

and high school students are
discovering how God worked through
ordinary people in extraordinary ways
and how those same truths continue
to shape our lives today. Each week
builds on the last through Scripture,
discussion, and real-life application,

making it a great time to jump in and
grow in faith alongside friends.

Adult Lessons
Join us in September and October for Nailing It

Down, an Adult Sunday School study diving
deep into some of the most central tenets and
concepts of our Lutheran theology. If you want

to learn more about our faith, more about
church history, and more about why we find it

such a gift to be part of this church body, come
prepared to dive in and gain a new appreciation

in the coming months. Join us Sundays from
9:45-10:45 AM in Room 301.
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WNA is Back!
 Join your Hope family each Wednesday for dinner, fellowship, a fun

congregational activity, and opportunities for Kids, Youth, and Adults to grow in
God’s Word. Whether you come for the whole evening or the parts that work
for your family, WNA is a midweek chance to slow down, connect, and spend
time together as One Hope. Check out the weekly menus and themes below

and make Wednesday nights part of your fall routine! 

$6 – Adults & Youth    $3 – ages 5–10     Free – 5 & under     Family Max: $22

Cost

Date Dinner Menu Theme Activity

Sep 9, 2026
Cookout:

Hamburgers & Hot
Dogs

Back to Hope
Night

Meet Your Neighbor
Challenge

Sep 16, 2026 Tacos Disney Night
Disney Trivia, Name That

Tune & Disney attire

Sep 23, 2026 Fried Chicken Bingo Bonanza Classic Bingo with prizes

Sep 30, 2026
Spaghetti &
Meatballs

Sports Fan Night
Team apparel, Sports

Trivia & Mascot Challenge

More Information

Visit the WNA Page for more infromation. 

Questions? office@hopelutheranwf.org

Wednesday Night Alive

Dinner, Theme, & Activities

Wednesdays 5:30-7:30 pm
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Music Ministry is getting ready for another exciting season at
Hope! Whether you enjoy singing, ringing handbells, or

playing an instrument, there are opportunities for children,
youth, and adults to use their musical gifts to glorify God while
building friendships and serving in worship. New participants
are always welcome, and we'd love to help you find the group
that's right for you. Visit the Music Ministry page for complete
rehearsal schedules, age groups, and additional information.

Choir
Do you enjoy singing? Hope's Adult Choir welcomes adults
of all experience levels to join us as we glorify God through

music and lead worship throughout the church year.
Whether you've sung in a choir before or are looking for a
place to use your musical gifts, we'd love to have you join
us. Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 7:30–9:15 PM in the

balcony.

Handbell Choir
Have you ever wanted to ring handbells? Hope's Adult

Handbell Choir welcomes adults who enjoy making music
or would like to learn something new. Join us as we serve
in worship and enjoy fellowship together throughout the
year. Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 6:15–7:30 PM in the

sanctuary.

Adult Groups

Instrumental Ensemble
Youth in 6th through 12th Grade and adults who play a

musical instrument are invited to help launch Hope's new
Instrumental Ensemble! This multi-generational group will
rehearse periodically after worship and share their musical
gifts throughout the church year. We'd love to have you be

part of this exciting new ministry.

Music Ministry
Begins This Fall
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Choir
Kids in Kindergarten through 5th Grade are invited to

discover the joy of singing in Hope's Kids Choir! Children
will learn music, grow in confidence, and praise God

through songs shared in worship throughout the year.
Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 5–5:30 PM.

Kids Handbell Choir
Kids in 2nd through 5th Grade are invited to discover the

fun of ringing handbells! They'll learn the fundamentals of
handbell ringing, build musical skills, and share their gifts

in worship throughout the year. Rehearsals are
Wednesdays from 5:35–6:10 PM.

Kids & Youth Groups

NEW! Youth Handbell Choir 
Youth in 6th through 12th Grade are invited to be part of

Hope's brand-new Youth Handbell Choir! Whether you've
played an instrument before or are simply interested in
trying something new, this is a fun opportunity to make

music, build friendships, and praise God together.
Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 5:35–6:10 PM.

Looking for rehearsal schedules, age groups, or more
information about Hope's Music Ministry? Visit our Music

Ministry page to learn about opportunities for kids, youth, and
adults, including choirs, handbells, and instrumental

ensembles. Whether you're just getting started or looking for a
new way to use your musical gifts, there's a place for you in

Hope's Music Ministry. Questions?
rvarner@hopelutheranwf.org

Sign Up for All
Kids Choirs
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Fellowship & Coffee Sponsorships
Fellowship after worship is an important part of life together at Hope—a chance to
catch up, welcome someone new, and enjoy time with our church family. Fellowship &
Coffee Sponsorships help make these moments possible while also offering another
meaningful way to celebrate a birthday, anniversary, baptism, wedding, memorial, or
other special occasion. With many altar flower dates already filled, a $55 
Fellowship & Coffee Sponsorship is another way to recognize someone 
or mark a meaningful moment while supporting fellowship for your 
Hope family. Reserve your sponsorship today and help make time 
together after worship a little more special. 

Questions? bevans@hopelutheranwf.org

New Member Class
Interested in learning more about Hope Lutheran Church? Our New 
Member Class begins 9/27 and meets Sundays from 9:45-10:45 AM 
through 11/1. Together, we’ll explore Lutheran theology, Hope’s mission 
and ministries, and what it means to be part of our church family, with 
plenty of time to ask questions and get to know one another. Attending 

the class does not require you or your family to become members—it’s simply a place
to learn, connect, and consider your next steps. The session concludes with a New
Member Breakfast on 11/7 and recognition during worship that weekend. Please

register each person in your family who may potentially be joining Hope, including
children. We’re excited to get to know you! Questions? dmurphy@hopelutheranwf.org

Join the Xplore Track Out Camp Team
Xplore Track Out Camp is looking for AM and PM counselors to join the team! If you

love working with children and enjoy arts and crafts, games, and creating a fun
environment for Kids, this could be a great fit. Xplore offers flexible scheduling and a

great hourly rate, making it a wonderful opportunity for someone looking for rewarding
work right here at Hope. Interested or know someone who would be a great addition to

the team? Contact xplore@hopelutheranwf.org.

Church Office Closed – Labor Day
The Hope Lutheran Church Office will be closed on Monday, 9/7 in observance of Labor
Day. The office will reopen with regular hours on Tuesday, 9/8. We wish everyone a safe

and restful holiday!

News & Updates
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The Lutheran Witness Subscription
Stay connected to what’s happening across the LCMS with a 
subscription to The Lutheran Witness, the official magazine of our 
Synod. Each issue offers Christ-centered articles, biblical insights for 
everyday life, and news and stories from across the LCMS. Hope 
members can now subscribe for the 2027 cycle for $26. Sign up and pay 
by 10/26 at 1 PM to receive your subscription for the coming year. 
Questions? bevans@hopelutheranwf.org

Worship This Fall
Fall brings fuller schedules and changing routines, but there’s always a 
place for worship in the weeks ahead. Hope offers three liturgical 
worship services each weekend with the same sermon. Saturday at 5:30 
PM has a more relaxed feel with contemporary music, while Sunday at 
8:30 and 11 AM features traditional music. We invite you to worship at 

whichever service best fits your family’s schedule and stay connected to God’s Word
and your Hope family throughout the season. And when cold and flu season means you

need to stay home, join us for Sunday worship or catch up on past services on Hope’s
YouTube channel. Questions? office@hopelutheranwf.org

The Heart of Wisdom: Trusting God at the End of Life
End-of-life decisions can bring difficult questions for individuals, families, and those

helping care for them. The Heart of Wisdom: Trusting God at the End of Life will bring
together Christian, medical, legal, and ethical perspectives for a morning of thoughtful

conversation on 10/24 from 9 AM-1:30 PM at Advent Lutheran Church in Chapel Hill.
Speakers include Rev. Robert Fleischmann of Christian Life Resources and the Center

for Christian Ethics, former NC House Speaker Pro Tem Paul Stam, and Dr. Joshua
Briscoe, a Duke physician specializing in hospice and palliative care. Whether you are

navigating these questions personally, walking alongside a loved one, or serving others
professionally, you are invited to attend. Lunch is provided. Please RSVP to secure your

spot at office@gracelutheran.net. 
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Preschool Bubble Party
Pop into some fun with Preschool JAM at our Preschool Bubble Party! Preschool Kids

and their families are invited to join us on 9/19 from 10-11 AM for a morning filled with all
kinds of bubble activities, playground fun, and time together with other Hope families.
We’ll finish the morning with a sweet treat before everyone heads home. Come ready

to play, laugh, connect, and make plenty of bubbles! Questions?
mnicotera@hopelutheranwf.org

Once Upon a K1 Crew Party
Once upon a time, K1 Crew gathered at Hope for an afternoon straight
out of a storybook! Kids in Kindergarten–1st Grade are invited to join us 
on 9/13 from 2:30-4 PM for a fairytale-themed party filled with knights, 
princes and princesses, dragons, fairies, and plenty of fun with their 

Hope friends. It’s a great chance for our younger Kids to build friendships and enjoy
time together as part of their church family. Cost is $5, so save your spot and register

today! Questions? mnicotera@hopelutheranwf.org

Level 23 at Hill Ridge Farms
Level 23 is heading to Hill Ridge Farms for a morning of fall fun on 10/17!
Kids will enjoy unlimited rides and activities, pick out a pumpkin to take
home, and finish the adventure with a sweet treat from the shop. 
Families can drop off at Hope before 9 AM for transportation to the farm
or meet us at Hill Ridge Farms at 9:15 AM. Cost is $20, so save your spot 

and register today! Questions? mnicotera@hopelutheranwf.org

Kid’s Ministry
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Christmas Pageant Auditions
An unforgettable ADVENTure is beginning as

the Kids of Hope prepare this year’s
Christmas Pageant! This retelling of the true

story of Christmas comes with an exciting
twist—mystery, surprises, an escape room,

clever tricks, and even a famous guitar player
—all while keeping the birth of our Savior,

Jesus Christ, at the center. Kids and Youth in
Preschool–8th Grade are invited to audition

on 9/13 from 12:30-1:30 PM, whether they love
acting, singing, or simply want to help bring
the Christmas story to life. Come be part of
the fun as we prepare to share the greatest

story ever told with our Hope family!
Questions? 

mnicotera@hopelutheranwf.org

Club 45 Movie Night
Club 45 Kids, grab your friends and get ready for a movie
night at Hope! Join us on 9/26 from 6:30-8:30 PM as we 
watch David together and enjoy dinner, popcorn, snacks, 
and plenty of time with your Club 45 friends. Cost is $5 
and includes the food and movie-night treats. Save your 

spot and register today! Questions? mnicotera@hopelutheranwf.org

Bible Blessing Class & Service
It’s time for a special faith milestone for our 2nd and 3rd
Grade Kids—their very own “Big Kid Bible!” Parents and Kids
are invited to join us during Level 23 on 9/16 from 5:30-6:30 PM
as we celebrate this exciting step, talk about the incredible
gift of God’s Word, and present each child with their Bible.
Families are also invited to worship that 
weekend for a special Bible Blessing as we 
recognize and pray over our Kids as they 
continue to grow in God’s Word. Please 
register early so we can prepare a Bible for 
each child. 

Questions? mnicotera@hopelutheranwf.org
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Middle School Movie Night: The Sandlot
Middle School Youth, grab your friends and get ready for movie night at
Hope! Join us on 9/18 from 6-8:30 PM for dinner, games, snacks, and a 
showing of The Sandlot. It’s a great chance to hang out, have some fun, 
and spend the evening with your friends. Cost is $15 and includes 
everything for the night, so save your spot and register today! 
Questions? mnicotera@hopelutheranwf.org

Get Back Into the Rhythm of Youth Group
School is back, schedules are filling up, and it’s a great time to get Youth Group back

into your routine! Middle and High School Youth are invited to spend their evenings at
Hope growing in God’s Word, building friendships, and enjoying time together with

their Hope friends and leaders. Whether you’ve been part of Youth Group for years or
are ready to jump in for the first time, there’s a place for you. Come get connected and

make Youth Group part of your fall rhythm!

High School Youth Group
Sundays
6:30-7:30 PM

Middle School Youth Group
Wednesdays
6:30-7:30 PM

Middle School Fall Retreat
Middle Schoolers, get ready to head to Camp Willow Springs for a fall
 weekend away with your Hope friends! From 10/2–10/4, we’ll step away 
from the normal routine for time together filled with faith, fellowship, 
fun, and plenty of opportunities to make memories along the way. The 
anticipated cost is $175, with final pricing still to be confirmed. Make 

plans to join us and register early! Questions? bagner@hopelutheranwf.org

Youth Ministry
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High School District Youth Gathering
High School Youth, get ready for a weekend away with other Lutheran 
Youth from Maryland to South Carolina! Hope is heading to Camp 
Watermark in Virginia for the District Youth Gathering, 11/20-11/22, for a 
weekend centered on faith, fellowship, and time together with Youth 
from across the district. We’ll meet at Hope on Friday at 2:30 PM and

 return Sunday around 5 PM. Cost is $250, and scholarships are available. Register by
10/6 and join us for a great weekend of growing in faith, making memories, and

connecting with the wider church! Questions? wspottiswood@hopelutheranwf.org

High School Escape Room
Think you and your friends have what it takes to escape? High School Youth are
heading to Wake Escape on 9/27 from 5:45-7:10 PM for a night of 
puzzles, teamwork, and plenty of fun together. We’ll split into two 
groups, choose our escape rooms, and see who can solve the clues and
make it out in time. Cost is $35, and the registration deadline is 9/17, so 
register early and get ready to test your problem-solving skills ! 
Questions? wspottiswood@hopelutheranwf.org
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Men’s Oktoberfest
Men ages 21 and up are invited to Hope’s Oktoberfest on 9/25 from 6-9 
PM under the big tent on the back lawn! Come enjoy German food, 
music, trivia, and a relaxed evening of fellowship with other men at 
Hope. Whether you come for the food, the competition, or simply a 
chance to hang out and connect, we’d love to have you join us. Cost is 
$25, save your spot and register today! Questions? wspottiswood@hopelutheranwf.org

Women’s Retreat
Sometimes you need a little time away to slow down, reconnect, and be
refreshed. Women ages 18 and up are invited to join us in Lynchburg, VA
 beginning 11/13 for Hope’s Women’s Retreat—a chance to step away 
from the everyday routine for time in God’s Word, fellowship, and 
connection with other women at Hope. Several pricing options are 

available to make the weekend work for you: $75 without housing, $175 with a shared
room, or $300 for a private room. Make plans for a weekend away and register early!

Questions? bagner@hopelutheranwf.org

Oktober Blessed
Hope Women, join us for our annual Oktober Blessed on 9/25 from 6-9 
PM! We’ll enjoy chili and desserts together before settling in for You’ve 
Got Mail under the stars. It’s a relaxed fall evening to slow down, laugh, 
spend time with friends, and connect with other women at Hope. The 
evening is free, so make plans to join us and register early! 

Questions? bagner@hopelutheranwf.org

Adult Ministry
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An Evening with Joshua Messick: Hammered Dulcimer Concert
Join us at Hope on 9/19 at 7 PM for a special evening of music with hammered dulcimer
artist Joshua Messick. Joshua performs in churches and concert venues, sharing a wide

range of sacred and secular music that showcases the warmth, energy, and unique
sound of the hammered dulcimer. This intimate, hour-long concert will include
traditional folk tunes, beloved hymns, audience favorites, and Joshua’s original

compositions, followed by a meet-and-greet and CD signing. Refreshments will be
provided by Hope’s Mobile Food Ministry. The concert is free, with donations accepted

to support disaster relief. Let us know you’re coming and join us for this special evening
of music and fellowship! 

Questions? billstevens783@gmail.com

Let us know you’re coming Learn more about Joshua 

Hope Hoedown
Dust off your boots and get ready for a night of fun with your Hope 
family! Hope Hoedown is coming up on 10/9 from 6-8:30 PM, and 
everyone is invited to join us for an evening of dancing, fellowship, and 
plenty of good old-fashioned fun together. This is a whole-church event 
for all ages, so bring the family, invite a friend, and come ready to kick 
up your heels! Cost is $10 per person. Register now and join us for a fun fall night
together at Hope! Questions? office@hopelutheranwf.org

See You at the Circle
Each year, Christians across the country gather for See You at the Pole, a national day of

student-led prayer. While Hope may not have a flagpole, we do have a circle! Join our
church family, Hope Preschool, Little Blessings, Xplore Track Out Camp, and students
on 9/23 from 8-8:25 AM as we gather on the traffic circle lawn for a brief time of prayer
before the day begins. Light snacks and fellowship will follow as we spend a little time

together as One Hope. Questions? wspottiswood@hopelutheranwf.org

Churchwide
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Get Connected with a Small Group
As fall routines begin to settle in, it’s a great time to find a Small Group and get

connected at Hope. Our Small Groups offer different ways to gather throughout the
week for Bible study, fellowship, shared interests, and opportunities to grow in faith
alongside your Hope family. Whether you’re returning to a group after the summer

break or looking for one that fits you for the first time, there’s a place to connect.
Explore Hope’s Small Groups and find one that works with your interests and schedule.

Questions?  wspottiswood@hopelutheranwf.org

Women in Faith
Women in Faith is beginning a new season together on 9/1, and all women ages 21 and
up are invited to join us. Meeting on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays from 9:30 AM-12 PM, each
gathering begins with time to socialize and connect before growing together in God’s
Word. This fall, the group is studying The Story, exploring the Bible as one continuing

story of God and His people. Whether you’re returning after the summer or looking for
a new place to connect, come enjoy fellowship, study, and faith-filled conversation with

other women at Hope. Questions? bsnbsmith@gmail.com

Tabletop Gamers
Ready for a game night that goes beyond your average board games? Tabletop

Gamers is gathering on 9/18 from 6-11 PM for an evening of strategy, friendly
competition, and plenty of time around the table together. Adults and Youth ages 11

and up are welcome, whether you already love tabletop games or are curious and ready
to try something different. Come play, connect, and enjoy a fun night with others at

Hope! Questions? jsladin@yahoo.com

Small      Groups

Check Out More Here

Fix It Fellowship
Put your skills to work while enjoying fellowship and helping care for God’s house! Fix It

Fellowship is a new Small Group beginning 9/28 at 9 AM. The group will tackle small
projects around Hope, including painting and minor repairs, with all tools and materials

provided. We’ll start the morning in Room 300 with a snack and devotion before
getting to work together. No big project required—just willing hands and a heart for

serving! Questions? wolverine1918@gmail.com
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Brown Bag Ministry 
September Event

Put your faith into action with Brown
Bag Ministry on 9/19 from 11 AM-1 PM
as we prepare and distribute lunches

to neighbors in the Wake Forest
community. Bring your best smile and

a willingness to serve as we work
together. Volunteers participating in
offsite distribution must provide their
own transportation. Register now and

come serve alongside your Hope
family! 

Looking for Event Leaders
Looking for an opportunity to take a

bigger role in serving our local
community? Hope’s Brown Bag

Ministry is looking for Event Leaders to
join our team of local mission

volunteers helping address food
insecurity right here in Wake Forest.

Event Leaders help make this ongoing
ministry possible by supporting and

leading opportunities to prepare and
distribute lunches to our neighbors. If
you’re ready to serve, lead, and make a
difference close to home, we’d love to

tell you more about this volunteer role. 

Questions? kapernan@gmail.com

ESL Volunteers Needed
Help make a difference in the lives of adults learning English by serving with Hope's

ESL Ministry this fall. We're looking for teachers, assistants, and substitute volunteers for
our Tuesday and Thursday evening classes. No teaching experience or second

language is required—just a heart for people, a willingness to encourage others, and a
desire to share Christ's love. Join us for our Teacher & Assistant Workshop on 9/12 from

9–11 AM to learn more about serving. Questions? m.dennen@icloud.com

Mobile Food Ministry
Put your faith into action with Hope’s Mobile Food Ministry on 9/30 at 1 
PM as we serve our neighbors at Olive Branch Baptist Church in Wake 
Forest. There are plenty of ways to lend a hand, with volunteers needed 
for planning, transportation, food preparation, cooking, serving, and 
cleanup. Whether you enjoy working behind the scenes or serving 

face-to-face, your helping hands make this ministry possible. Find the role that works
for you and sign up today to serve alongside your Hope family! 

Questions? billstevens783@gmail.com

Outreach Opportunities
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