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Kia ora koutou katoa whanau 
  
We are mid-point in this 9 week Term and there are quite a few things to note coming up. You’ll find details on 
swimming, a teacher only day, SCG Quiz night, and our school Mass in this newsletter. 
  
Last week at the Health Programme consultation, there was discussion around online safety and people were keen for us 
to organise a parent information evening. I think this is a great idea and those of you who listened to Rob Cope 2 years 
ago at St Joseph’s, will know how eye opening this type of session can be. As a teaching team, we daily see the impact of 
our children’s online habits. Sometimes it is upsets due to poor use of social media, but even more frequently, we see 
tired young people who are short of sleep due to the amount of screen time they are allowed. Please keep an eye out for 
details of a session, and be ready to prioritise being there. 
 
As you will be aware, the Government is very keen to lift the number of ākonga (students) regularly attending school. 
‘Regular’ attendance is being at school at least 90% of the time. As required, our Board now has an Attendance 
Management Plan which includes specified actions the school will take at various absence points. Please remember that 
you can see your child’s attendance in the Hero app so you can easily see whether they are meeting the 90% target. 
 

Current stats: 

78% of ākonga are attending regularly 

88 ākonga still have 100% attendance 
 

I look forward to catching-up with you at Mass on Sunday. 
 
Ngā mihi 
Dave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Mass this Sunday – 9am 
Teacher Only Day this Monday - School Closed 

Pancake Races for Shrove Tuesday – so much fun! 



Lent Prayer: 
E te Atua, 

As we continue our Lenten journey, may we be open to Your presence in 

the Word and in each other. 

Help us to hear Your voice clearly, just as the disciples heard You say, 

“This is my beloved Son.” Transform our hearts and open our eyes to 

see Your glory, so we can answer Your call to be life-changing witnesses 

of Your love. Āmene.  

(Caritas NZ) 
 

Almsgiving In Lent. 
The word almsgiving means ‘doing acts of mercy’. In our acts of mercy, we imitate our merciful God, who 
shows love to everyone. Almsgiving does not necessarily mean giving money; many of us do not have much 
money, but we can give of our time and of ourselves. Works of charity and the promotion of justice for all are 
at the heart of Christian living. 
 

Caritas Aotearoa NZ is the Catholic Bishops’ agency for justice, peace and development. The Caritas network 
operates in over 200 countries and territories, supporting the poorest and most vulnerable. The theme for the 
Caritas NZ Lent 2026 appeal is "Hear the Voice, Answer the Call ~ Whakarongo ki te Reo, Whakahokia te 
Karanga." We are invited to actively embody love, compassion, and hope in our daily lives. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caritas Coin Trail: 
Our Coin Trail and Casual Clothes Day will take place on Tuesday, 17th March. In honour 
 of St. Patrick’s Day (17th March) we encourage the children to wear something green.  
This is our way of supporting the Caritas Lent Appeal.  
Please collect up lots of coins for the coin trail!  
 

Friday 9.15am Mass at the Basilica: 
6th March: Rooms 4 & 12 will attend Mass. 
13th March: Rooms 3 & 13 will attend Mass. 

 
Policy review 
The Board are reviewing the following policies/procedures. You can see 
them in their current form and give feedback if you wish by logging into 
our SchoolDocs site and Username: sacredhearttim, Password: catholic  
 

• Alcohol, Drugs, and Other Harmful Substances Policy 
• Sun Protection 
• Digital safety and Online Safety 
• Cellphones and Other Personal Digital Devices  

School Mass:  
We will be celebrating Mass with our Parish this Sunday, 8th March, at 9am at the 
Basilica. All students are expected to attend School Mass.  
 
The children should come to Mass in smart casual wear and need to be at the 
Basilica by 8.45am. Class teachers will be on hand to show the children where to sit.  

 

https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/Home/SchoolLogin


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Events coming up: 
 

This Sunday (8th March) 9am School Mass in the 
Basilica. 

All students and families. 
Tidy non-uniform clothes. 
You are invited to come over to 
school after Mass to have a hot drink 
while the children play.  

Monday 9th March Teacher Only Day School is closed.  
Thursday 19th Last day to complete 

consent for your child to 
swim. 

Go here to give permission. 

Mon 23 – Thu 2 April Water safety lessons at 
CBay 

All students. 

Thursday 2 April Term 1 finishes    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whole School Swimming – Important Information 
 

During the last two weeks of this Term, all students will receive water safety lessons 
at the CBay swimming complex. 

 

For health and safety reasons, you are required to give permission before your child 
can join the lessons.  

 

CBAY have a "no consent - no swim" policy and do not make exceptions.  
 

When you fill in the form, please do not overestimate your child's ability, as it is 
better to be moved to a higher group (easily done) than potentially be put in a 

situation that is not safe. The form link is below. 
 

All consent forms are due back before 5pm Thursday 19/03/2026. 
 

Water Skills for Life Consent Form | Caroline Bay Pool 
 

Easter Raffle: 
Easter will soon be here; we would appreciate donations  
of Easter chocolate or goodies for the Easter Raffle,  
which will be drawn on Tuesday 31st March.  
 
Donations can be left at the School Office. Tickets will  
be on sale from Wednesday 18th March before and  
after school each day, at the bell tower near our main  
gate (50 cents per ticket). 
 

https://www.cbaytimaru.co.nz/swim-school/swim-school-consent
https://www.cbaytimaru.co.nz/swim-school/swim-school-consent


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northern Hearts Football 

2026 Registrations 
 

We still have a few spots available in Football 

Teams.   

If your child is keen to play football for 

Northern Hearts, this season you can find all 

the details on our Facebook page - Northern 

Hearts AFC Juniors - or contact us 

on nheartsjuniors@hotmail.com. 

 

Ages 5/6yrs ( this includes 5year olds turning 

6yrs this year) to 13yrs.  

(Birth year from 2019/20- 2014) 

 

Registrations need to be completed by the 

Friday 27th of March. 

 

 

mailto:nheartsjuniors@hotmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY HOE DOWN EVENT 
 

A major fundraiser for St Joseph's School, Timaru. 

When:   Saturday 28 March 2026 from 7pm 

Where:   Caroline Bay Hall 

Band:   Smashbox 

Cost:   $40 pp includes supper, band, auction 

This promises to be a great night out raising money for school resources. 

Use this link for ticket details and purchases: Holy Hoe Down Event 

Any questions, please email: office@stjosephstimaru.school.nz 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/Gb6WTxbHYvuVfMtr6
mailto:office@stjosephstimaru.school.nz


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holly is a leading advocate for children’s online 
safety and will share practical tips and tools to help 
families guide tamariki in navigating the online 
world safely and confidently. 
 

When:  Monday 9th March 2026 | 7:00–8:30 pm 
Where:  Waimataitai School Hall 
Who:  Parents, caregivers, and teachers of 
children 
Note: This event is for adults only — so attendees 
will need to arrange care for children. 
 

Holly will cover: 

• How kids use tech: gaming, YouTube, 
social media & screen time 

• Online risks: the 4 C’s (Content, Conduct, 
Contact & Contract) 

• Practical strategies: filtering, whānau 
values, house rules, connection & 
conversation 

• Plus a Q&A session 
 
If people from your school community registered 
last year, they don't need to do anything, just come 
along on the night!  
 
For anyone else wishing to attend, we encourage 
you to save a seat 
here: https://events.humanitix.com/parenting-in-
the-digital-era 
 

We’d love to see whānau from across our wider 
community join us for this important kōrero. 
 

https://events.humanitix.com/parenting-in-the-digital-era
https://events.humanitix.com/parenting-in-the-digital-era


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


