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Tēnā koutou katoa e te whanau / greetings family 
 

We are feeling grateful that our Year 8s got to camp last week as Banks Peninsula has received a confronting amount of 
rain over the last 48 hours. While we were there, the weather was very good, and it was a great camp experience. This 
week our Year 6s are based at Peel Forest and their forecast is for excellent camp conditions. I’m looking forward to 
hearing about their adventures when they return. 
 

I want to draw your attention to the fact that all ākonga (learners) are swimming later this Term and that CBay require 
your permission for them to take part. They have set a hard deadline for the return of parent permission, and those who 
miss it will stop their child swimming. The consent form link was emailed through Hero yesterday and here it is again for 
your convenience - https://www.cbaytimaru.co.nz/swim-school/swim-school-consent. 
 

Today is Ash Wednesday in the Catholic calendar and we took our seniors to Mass to receive the ashes. Father Tang 
(pronounced ‘tongue’) reminded them of the three actions we are all encouraged to do in Lent – pray more, fast (give 
something up), and alms giving (give to the poor). It would be great if you discussed these at home to reinforce the 
message as we all work towards the miracle of Easter. 
 

Finally, if your contact details have changed recently, please let our friendly Office team know. 
  
Ngā mihi 
Dave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you completed your Swimming Consent Form? 

Today we celebrated Ash Wednesday – 

Our Year 4, 5, 7 & 8 students attended Mass in the Basilica this morning. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__protect.checkpoint.com_v2_r04_-5F-5F-5Fhttps-3A_urldefense.proofpoint.com_v2_url-3Fu-3Dhttps-2D3A-5F-5Fwww.cbaytimaru.co.nz-5Fswim-2D2Dschool-5Fswim-2D2Dschool-2D2Dconsent-26d-3DDwQFaQ-26c-3D-5FZm2Kb9yJrso4r0-2DN78Ezl-2Da6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4-26r-3DsIY8ptaJBFfJuaoMeoJsxhW-5FM2t7Z-5FmZlD7g8BKbXLF9rrnT-5FM9eMkrm367KAk-5Fk-26m-3DL4xvu1TN3YGwI1PDlNCsG-5Fx5wGP-5FAw6DN51N311aJmFyD2Rw2-2DdNniAWtBa-2DD13K-26s-3DKXe6zHX86KWHVW1g77FT09UfaXs50pQmbqpZxOM9te8-26e-3D-5F-5F-5F.Y3A0YTp0aW1hcnVkYzpjOm86ZmE4MTVjNzQ2YmNhYjYzYjEyY2M3YWVjMjNiZjJiNjg6NzoxM2VkOjM0YzM5MGYyZTEyYTAyYjU3MGNkZTIwZDM1OGU3ODc4NWU5MTU3YTViZjk5M2FkMzg4Mzk5YjY0OTZlYWE3ZDA6aDpUOk4&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=sIY8ptaJBFfJuaoMeoJsxhW_M2t7Z_mZlD7g8BKbXLF9rrnT_M9eMkrm367KAk_k&m=pu27_oYCsNBai6QOTNTZffZs9qUHUDpPpW_MJ7jXTs257J7ynwAx21E-pOejlshe&s=k8bYwSoJS1WBdnnJzXRXFrqC2b88mPIWdDjuBI_fB1I&e=


Ash Wednesday Prayer: 
Loving and compassionate God, teach us to show love and mercy to each other. As we begin our journey 

through Lent, inspire us to be generous and kind. Through our joy, patience and charity, may we help to build a 
better world. Amen. 

 

Ash Wednesday and Lent. 
Wednesday 18th February is Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent, a 40-day period of 
prayer, fasting, and penance before Easter, symbolising mortality and repentance as followers receive ashes 
(from last year's Palm Sunday palms) on their foreheads, often with the words "Remember you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return," urging spiritual renewal and turning towards God. 
 

First Communion Programme: 
All children who have been baptised and are aged 8 at the beginning of the school year are eligible to make 
their First Communion. Families of children baptised in our Parish of Holy Family, Timaru, will be sent an online 
enrolment form.  
Paper copies of the form are available in the porch at the Basilica and the foyer of St. Thomas’ Church. 
Enrolments need to be returned by Friday 27th February. 

 

Student Absences 
A reminder to please notify the School Office of your child’s 
absence before 9am that day.  This can be done through your 
HERO app or by sending a text to the Office cell phone –  
027 369 0947. We are currently unable to clear any voicemails on 
the absence line, so please use the HERO App or Text. 
Unexplained absences will be recorded on your child’s attendance 
record. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whole School Swimming – Important Information 
 

During the last two weeks of this Term, all students will receive water safety 
lessons at the CBay swimming complex. 

 

For health and safety reasons, you are required to give permission before 
your child can join the lessons.  

 

CBAY have a "no consent - no swim" policy and do not make exceptions.  
When you fill in the form, please do not overestimate your child's ability, as 
it is better to be moved to a higher group (easily done) than potentially be 

put in a situation that is not safe. The form link is below. 
 

All consent forms are due back before 5pm Thursday 19/03/2026. 
 

Water Skills for Life Consent Form | Caroline Bay Pool 
 

https://www.cbaytimaru.co.nz/swim-school/swim-school-consent


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living Springs Camp 2026 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


