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Tēnā koutou katoa e te whanau e hoa ma 
 

This will be our last newsletter for the year, and with it we mark the end of another rich year in the history of 
our wee school. We finish with another record high number of students and a school that looks amazing 
through the outstanding efforts of our caretaker, Jim Lancaster, the work of Deb Crawford in driving garden 
development, and the care our ākonga . The Board is preparing for the redevelopment of our junior school 
classrooms in 2026 which will be exciting for all.  Watch this space. 
 

My genuine thanks to everyone who has contributed to our successes over the year. Some have supported 
quietly in the background, turning up at events, transporting tamariki and cheering them on from the sidelines. 
Others have taken on leadership roles such as coaching sports teams, standing for the Board, or joining the 
SCG. And many more have simply been positive and enthusiastic supporters out in the community. 
 

A huge thanks from me goes to our staff team too. Every one of you fills a key role in what we achieve each 
day, and most of what you do isn’t seen by our public. Working in a school is a unique environment because 
our end goal is to grow balanced young people. You are trusted with each family’s most precious gifts, and the 
expectations on you to be excellent in your role are very high indeed. Thank you for the commitment, energy, 
and humour you bring with you every day – it’s nearly time for a rest! 
 

No doubt next year will bring its own challenges and opportunities, but I can assure you that most children at 
school are not worrying about any of that. They are looking forward to Christmas and touching the magic that it 
brings. 
 

Stay well, stay safe and I wish you and your whanau a blessed Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 
Ngā mihi ki te whanau ma, Meri Kirihimete koutou me ngā mihi nui o te tau hou. 
 

Mā te Atua koe e manaaki  - God bless  
Dave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wishing you all a safe and happy Christmas and holiday break  

Celebrating our cultural diversity at our “Around the World Liturgy” last Friday 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2026 Camps  

Your Permission Requested 
 

Our 2026 camps are all in February soon after we 
start back. 

 
We need your  permission for your child(ren) to 

attend and ask that you complete the form below. 
 
 

Click here to complete permission form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Camp Venue Dates 

Year 4 At School Term 4 2026 

Year 5 Dunedin (Otago Museum) 12 - 13 February 

Year 6 Peel Forest (Eco Lodge) 18 - 20 February 

Year 7 Spencer Park (Christchurch) 24 - 26 February 

Year 8 Banks Peninsula (Living Springs Outdoor Centre) 11 - 13 February 

A prayer for the end of the school year: 
 

At the end of this school year we give thanks to God: 
For all the teaching and learning that have taken place in our school, 

For the talents and gifts that have been shared, 
For the challenges that have been faced, 

For the respect and care that have been given, 
For the faith that has been lived each and every day. 

We give thanks for our school family and we ask you, Lord: 
Bless all our students who are leaving us, 

Bless all our families this summer, 
Pour out your love that we may return next year renewed and refreshed to continue our 

journey together. 

Amen. 
 

https://forms.office.com/r/xwVM1k4LZu


2026 Year Classes 
New Entrant  Room 10  Amanda Henderson 
Year 1   Room 9  Nicky Inkster  
Year 1/2   Room 8  Nicola Hibbs / Annabel Gibb 
Year 2   Room 5  Chelsea Greenall 
Year 2/3  Room 4  Claudia Hooker 
Year 3   Room 3  Hayley Goodman 
Year 3/4  Room 2  Debbie Plant 
Year 4/5  Room 1  AJ Hall 
Year 5/6  Room 13  Georgia Annear 
Year 7   Room 12  Oscar Kirkness 
Year 8   Room 11  Gina Simpson 
 

2026 stationery requirements and class lists will be emailed to parents soon. 
 

Prizegiving  

Our final celebration/prizegiving starts at 1:30pm in the Basilica on Thursday the 11th 
December (tomorrow).  
 
Family and other supporters are welcome to come along (you will have received an 
email if your child is receiving an award). 
We anticipate the event taking less than an hour to complete.  
 
At the conclusion, the ākonga will go back over to school with 
their teachers, and if their parents are there, are then able to 

head home. Other students will wait to 3pm as usual. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 Key Dates 
 

Office open:        Wednesday 28th January 9-3pm 
    Thursday 29th January 9-3pm 
 

School starts:       Monday 2nd February 
 

6 February   Waitangi Day (school closed) 
 

11 - 13 February          Year 8 Camp 
12 - 13 February  Year 5 Camp 
18 - 20 February  Year 6 Camp 
24 - 26 February        Year 7 Camp 
25 February   Board of Trustees Meeting 5.15pm 
5 March    Senior Swimming Sports 
9 March   Teacher Only Day (school closed) 
23 March – 2 April  Whole School Swimming 
   
Term 1                    2 February – 2 April 
Term 2                    20 April – 3 July 
Term 3                    20 July - 25 September    
Term 4                    12 October - 15 December 
 



 

Fun Day  
Friday:  

 
Junior Plan (Years 0–3) 

 

What  Students will come to school in the morning as usual, we will have a 
Teddy Bears Picnic lunch.  

Wear Uniform (including sunhats) 
  

Bring • A teddy bear 
• Lunch and water bottle  

Pick-up 2:00pm from School 
  

 
Middle Plan (Years 4/5/6) 

 

What  C-Play Playground/ Beach Dig/ Amazing Race / Skating Rink 
Wear Uniform (including sunhats)  
Bring • Large Lunch and drink bottle 

• Jacket 
• Thick Socks & Bike Helmet (for skating) 
• Sunscreen  

Drop-off Caroline Bay playground (C-Play) at 8.45am.  
Pick-up Caroline Bay playground (C-Play) at 2:30pm. 
  

Senior Plan (Years 7/8) 
 

What  Students dropped off at School as usual – walk to Moviemax, walk to 
C-Play Playground. 

  
Wear Uniform (including sunhats) 

  
Bring • Lunch and water bottle  
Drop-off Students dropped off at School as usual  
Pick-up 2:30pm from the C-Play Playground. 
  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CJ and Corbyn 
checking out the new 
potatoes they’ve been 

growing in buckets with 
Deb        

 

Room 8 with their 
(Parol Stars) Filipino 
Christmas Stars that 

they made 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


