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Tēnā koutou katoa 
  
There are lots of changes (again) in the school curriculum space and we now have received the revised Science and Social 
Sciences curriculum documents that our kaiako (teachers) will now start using. If you want to see what will be taught, you 
can view the overviews here – (Science, Social Science). 
  
Another task for us as a school community is to refresh our Strategic Plan. Our Board is required to have a refreshed, two-
year plan in place by January 2027. They would love to have your input into the new plan, and I invite you to share your 
thinking/wishes/hopes either by talking to one of the Board, or myself, or by adding to this form. (You can see our current 
Plan by clicking this link. ) 
  
People often ask how they can best support their child’s learning at home, and there are two basic actions that anyone 
can take that greatly help. The first is to have regular, reasonable bedtimes with all electronic devices out of the room. 
When people learn new things, the knowledge is embedded and remembered the next time they sleep. If that sleep is 
too short or interrupted, the learning has to be repeated. Quality sleep is critical to learning and luckily, is fully in parents’ 
control. (The Ministry of Health guidelines are 9 – 11 hours for 5 -13 year olds.) 
  
The second action that has a large and proven impact on school achievement is reading. And while reading is critical to 
students’ ability to learn, Year 8 aged students across the western world report the lowest levels of reading for 
enjoyment ever. A New Zealand study comparing reading between 2019 and 2025 backed this trend up, showing a very 
sharp decline in reading enjoyment. We can all guess as to some of the reasons behind this decline, but the bottom-line is 
that our children are not reading enough at home. Again, parents have a huge role to play and luckily, books have never 
been more accessible – perhaps some screen time could be swopped with reading? Even better if there is some 
conversation about what is being read. 
  
Ngā mihi 
Dave 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole School Mass Sunday 13th September 

Members of our Waste Wise Team visiting classes this week 

https://outlook.office.com/local/path/file:/C:/Users/DavidArmstrong/Downloads/Science-0-10-Conceptual-mapping%20(1).pdf
https://outlook.office.com/local/path/file:/C:/Users/DavidArmstrong/Downloads/Social-Sciences-0-10-Conceptual-mapping.pdf
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/cmg7i3adL9
https://irp.cdn-website.com/26fcafcf/files/uploaded/Strategic+Plan+2025+-+2026.pdf


Prayer for Social Justice Week: 
God who knows my name, Kei te mōhio te Atua ki tōku ingoa, 
We pray for the people of Aotearoa New Zealand, in all their 
diversity – tangata whenua, Pacific peoples, migrants and new 
settlers. May the dignity of every person be honoured and may 
the truth that we all bear God’s image shape how we live 
together. Āmene. 
(Caritas NZ 2026)  
 

 
Faith Facts: Social Justice Week 2026. 
Each year, the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference lead us in a Social Justice Week to consider and issue 
of social justice in Aotearoa. This year marks the beginning of a 3-year journey exploring what it means to truly 
belong – to God, to one another, and to creation. We begin with the first and most important thread: that we 
belong to one God, fully known and unconditionally loved.  
Social Justice Week takes place 6th – 12th September. For more information about Social Justice Week visit: 
www.caritas.org.nz 
 

Our Missions Day: 
Thank you for your generous donations on Friday 21st August. We 

raised $300 for the Holy Childhood Missions, which support 

projects for needy children across the world.  

 
Friday 9.15am Mass at the Basilica: 
4th September: Rooms 4 & 12 will attend Mass. 
11th September: Rooms 3 & 13 will attend Mass. 

 

Whole School Mass: 
We will be celebrating Mass with our Parish on Sunday, 13th September, at 9am at the 
Basilica. All students are expected to attend School Mass. The children will need to be 
seated by 8.50am. Class teachers will be on hand to help the children find their seats. The 
children should come to Mass in smart casual wear. There will be morning tea in the 
Parish Centre after Mass. 
 

School Disco – Tickets on Sale Monday 
Tickets for the School Disco will be on sale at the School Office from Monday 7th of 
September.  Ticket cost is $5.00 which includes entry, a drink and a glow stick! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates 
 

11 Sept SCG School Disco (Tickets on sale Monday) 
13 Sept Whole School Mass 9am in the Basilica 
25 Sept Term 3 Ends 
12 Oct  Term 4 Starts 
12 Oct  Top Teams 
26 Oct  Labour Day (School Closed) 
30 Oct  Year 4 Camp (TBC) 
15 Dec Last Day for 2026 
 
 
 

http://www.caritas.org.nz/


 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Founders’ Award Week 6 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wacky Hair Day 2026 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


