
Newsletter No.2 
5th August 2026 

 

 

 
 

 
Tēnā koutou katoa e te whanau, 
 
You may be surprised at the level and amount of professional learning that our teachers are regularly engaged in. As an 
example, during this week all our beginning kaiako attended specialist training in understanding and managing 
challenging ākonga behaviours, two of our leaders were in Oamaru being trained in literacy assessment, and tonight all 
kaiako have 3 hours directed study in pursuit of a Diploma in Religious Education – and this is just one week! I believe we 
should all be proud of the extra effort our team puts into being the very best they can for our ākonga. 
 
Yesterday, you received a Hero notification asking you to book a parent/teacher conference on either Monday 17th or 
Wednesday 19th August. We are mindful that you received one of the new student reports recently and this is a great 
opportunity to touch base with your child’s teacher and ask any questions you may have. If you have any difficulty 
booking, just talk to one of our Admin team or your child’s teacher. (As of today, 130 conferences are already booked.) 
 
My thanks to Nicole and Chris Rooney, and Claire Hand for transporting and supervising our Yr5/6 and Yr7/8 football 
players earlier this week. Despite some very brisk weather, the players performed well and just maybe there were a 
couple of future World Cup stars out there building their skills. Well done everyone! 
 
A brief parking reminder – the yellow “no parking” area directly in front of the Heaton Street gate is exactly that. It is 
obviously tempting to swing in there for a quick drop-off/pick-up but unfortunately your parked car creates a blind spot 
for other drivers where children are hidden and hence vulnerable. You know what to do. 
 
Ngā mihi 
 
Dave 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Conferences – Book Now via the HERO app 

Well done to our Sacred Heart Year 5/6 and 7/8 Football Teams who played in 
the SC Primary Schools Football Festival this Week 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Faith Facts 
What are Parables? 
People asked Jesus about God’s kingdom. Instead of answering 
these questions directly, Jesus told parables – stories of 
everyday life that reveal important things about God. These 
stories often challenged the way that people thought. Through 
his parables, like the Good Shepherd, or the Prodigal Son, Jesus 

gave us a picture of God as our forgiving father; he loves each of us and wants to continue to build a 
relationship with us, even when things go wrong. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation:  
The Confirmation Programme begins on Sunday, 6th September with a meeting in the Parish Centre (behind 
Sacred Heart Basilica). All those from Year 8 and above are eligible to be confirmed. Paper forms are available 
in St Thomas’ Church foyer and Sacred Heart side porch. Enrolments need to be in before Friday 28th August.  
The young people will be confirmed on Sunday 1st November at the 9am Mass at Sacred Heart Basilica. 
 

Friday 9.15am Mass at the Basilica: 
7th August:  No Mass as our priests are on retreat. 
14th August:  Rooms 5 & 11 will attend Mass. 

 

Missions Day – Friday 21st August: 
Sacred Heart will be supporting the Holy Childhood Association 

(MissioNZ) with a non-uniform and wacky hair day (gold coin 

donations) on Friday, 21st August. Time to start thinking about 

interesting hairdos! The Holy Childhood Association supports projects 

for needy children across the world.  
 

School Travel Survey: 
Thank you to those of you who have already completed the Travel Survey. If you haven’t 
completed it, you still have time! This is the link:  https://forms.gle/9e5nkTHQnBSvTHbs6 
We will close the survey at 3pm this Friday, 7th August. 
 

Parking Safety 
It has been noted that a number of parents are collecting / dropping off their children from the yellow 
"No Parking" area outside the school office gate on Heaton Street.  This area is clearly marked as a 
No Parking spot to ensure the safety of the children.  Mobility Parks must be kept free for our families that 
need it.  
 

There are a number of parks along Heaton St, Rose Street, Browne Street and the Celtic carpark, please do not 
use the No Parking area to collect / drop off your children. 
We appreciate your cooperation with this issue. 
 

Prayer: 
Loving Father, 

I am so grateful for all the gifts that you have given me. 

Thank you for the loved ones in my life. 

Thank you for the many ways in which I am cared for and supported. 

Thank you for the many ways I can serve and give to others. 

Amen. 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__forms.gle_9e5nkTHQnBSvTHbs6&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=bEPNpv6XPPpUVvqPJa-OYTBLZ6DGbADPS3qw4cfomqQ&m=39RKx7X6I2fBiyy93EbKnhHo8eZ6N-3Ny4pP0I2rh9DTZSIlM9S-19NUeCigAo_9&s=ONI7aTdWfNbHNy7F6blleAlowSW2bC3Mjs9osSuLSdc&e=


 
Tonka Trucks you No Longer Need? 
We are on the lookout for Metal Tonka Trucks or Similar for our School Sandpits.  If you 
have any that you no longer need, they would be greatly appreciated and can be dropped to 

the School Office        

 
 

The Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA)  
Is a welcoming journey of faith for adults who would 
like to learn more about the Catholic Church and, if they 
choose, become Catholic. Whether you are exploring 
Christianity for the first time, coming from another 
Christian tradition, or simply seeking a deeper 
relationship with God, you are warmly invited to join us. 
The RCIA programme begins in September. If you, or 
someone you know, would like to find out more, please 
contact: 
Pauline Berry  020 4083 0140  
pastoralassistant@holyfamilytimaru.org.nz  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates 
 

13 August Feast of the Assumption 
14 August Marist Cup (Year 5-8 sports exchange with St Joseph’s Timaru) 
17 August Parent Conferences 3.30pm – 6.30pm 
19 August Parent Conferences 3.30pm – 6.30pm 
19 August Board of Trustees Meeting 
21 August Non-uniform Day (in support of the Missions) 
25 August School Photo Day 
11 Sept SCG School Disco 
13 Sept Whole School Mass 9am in the Basilica 
25 Sept Term 3 Ends 
12 Oct  Term 4 Starts 
12 Oct  Top Teams 
26 Oct  Labour Day (School Closed) 
30 Oct  Year 4 Camp (TBC) 
15 Dec Last Day for 2026 
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Basketball Congratulations 
Well done to Henry Thomas, Gabriel Saena, Mozart Quindor and Sadie Gordn for being selected to 
represent South Canterbury in the U14 Basketball Teams. 
 

 

Football Congratulations 
Awesome work to Parker Low for being selected as for Goalkeeper Development Training! 
 

Ski Trip Lost / Found Items 
We have several items left on the bus / cars from the Ski Trip last week.  If you are missing anything, please 
contact the School Office. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Football Festival 2026 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

John Broadwood and Sons Piano  
Free to a good home. As is, where is, must pick up. Any 

questions or interest please email Miss Annear 

georgia@sacredhearttim.school.nz 
 



 
 



 


