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Message from the 2019 Board Chair and Executive Director 

Dear Friends,

We can each remember a time when we felt isolated and alone. Maybe we hunkered down in our house, 
reached out to a friend, or just went shopping in order to talk to another person. Research tells us that 
all humans want to feel valued and loved and that social connections, or bonds, improve health and 
longevity. 

Establishing secure parent-child attachment is the first ‘connection’, and most fundamental task 
of human development, supporting healthy physical, social, emotional and cognitive growth. The 
interactions that infants and young children have with their caregivers build a foundation for later 
development. Secure attachment acts as a protective factor against current and future adversities and 
risk factors, especially for children whose families have experienced high levels of stressful life events. 
Promoting secure attachment, regardless of the age of the children, is central to achieving our mission 
that all families be safe and nurturing places where children can succeed. 

Building quality relationships with others is also fundamental to our successful operation. Family CT 
was born out of the belief that services that are coordinated will be most effective, and each day we 
connect with other providers, each community’s natural supports, our funders and our friends. Our 
formal and informal partnerships strengthen and diversify the services we offer to families and enrich 
all of us. 

Meghan Dahlmeyer
Chairperson of 

the Board of Directors 

Cheryl Burack, M.S.
Executive Director



After 14 years of prevention work with first-time parents, The Nurturing Families Network at Family CT has 
come to an end. Over the years we shared the joys and challenges of young parents who were eager to learn new 
skills to support their children’s development. They told us “You prepare me for things before they happen”, “I 
often don’t know what’s next and learning what to expect helps me and my husband prepare.” and “Amazing for 
first time parents – Resourceful – Respectful.” 

The program funder, the CT Office of Early Childhood, is working to align the home visitation system across the 
state and utilize federally approved evidence-based programs. We are proud that Family CT, in collaboration 
with Children’s Community Programs of CT and The New Haven Health Department, has been funded to 
bring an evidence-based program model to CT known as ® Family Check -Up and Everyday Parenting. This 
is a strengths-based, family-centered intervention for parents of children ages two-six designed to promote 
positive child outcomes by improving parenting and family management practices. While the program has been 
successfully implemented in other states, we are pleased to announce that it will be the first program of its kind 
in Connecticut. 

As we look forward to beginning this new venture, we had to say goodbye 
to a valuable employee and wonderful coworker in Evelyn Padilla. Evelyn 
embraced her job and the families she served with an open mind and 
heart and gave her all, each and every day. 

Whatever comes next for Evelyn, one thing is sure… those she works 
with and for will be the lucky ones.

Honoring the Nurturing 
Families Network
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Evelyn Padilla
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The Teen Outreach Program (TOP) has called Barnard Environmental Magnet School our 
home in New Haven for the last four years. We are grateful to the students and staff at Barnard 
and will remember the positive relationships we formed there, as we look forward to starting 
a new partnership with Wexler Grant Community School. Wexler Grant is a neighborhood 
school in the heart of Newhallville.  Aside from meeting with each group twice a week, the 
opportunity to work with youth who are all from the same neighborhood will enrich our 
community service-learning projects and help to foster positive youth development.

TOP is on the Move!
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A small group of young professionals have come 
together to help Family  CT fulfill its mission and 
sustain program services to families through the 
development and implementation of networking 
and fundraising events. These “Ambassadors” 
will encourage philanthropy and social activism 
and bring attention to the social justice issues that 
impact women and children. We thank our Family CT 
Ambassadors for making new connections on behalf 
of children and their families.

Family CT Ambassadors 
Will Spread the Word

Pictured from left to right:
Jamie Erdman, Michaela Blain, Trisha Erdman

Missing from photo: Coury Brown

Kellie Jones first joined 
the Family CT Annual 
Walk Against Domestic 
Violence after her sister 
Patrice Edwards was 
found murdered on May 
5, 2003. Patrice was 19 

years old at the time of her death, a week shy of her 
20th birthday. Kellie states “Once I researched Family 
Centered Services of CT, I decided I would like to do 
more. Team Pretty Pat was originally formed of close 
family and friends who knew Patrice and wanted to 
honor her memory. When Family Centered Services 
created Patrice’s Angels Emergency Fund, this assisted 
in our efforts to grow. People were able to give directly 
to the fund and receive information regarding how 
the funds are used. We also thank Eli Amor jewelry for 
making gifts for our contributors every year.” Regular 
team members include the following:

Joseph Jones		  Dayna Travers		
Sade Heard		  Raman &Tiffany Deberry
Lauren Stokes &family 		  Leroy Deberry
Kimberly Artis &Family		  Maria Linares
Katisha Brown &family	 Daquanna Gamble
Jacquelyn Gamble 		  Selina Hobby
Jaja Layo			   Casey Jones
Ashley Jones 			   Yvonne Jones
Warren Leach			   Maureen Alves & Family
Shannel Evans			  Patricia Tucker
Andrea Miller			   Maurine Edwards

Why We 
Walk 
Against 
Domestic 
Violence
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Henry Green, a Facilitator for the Teen Outreach Program, was a gifted teacher, mentor, actor and artist. 
He had a natural and genuine way of connecting with people, and everyone just liked being around 
him. He earned the respect of his students and let them know that he cared deeply about them and 
wanted them to care about their community. Henry, whose remarkable life was chronicled in the film 
I Am Shakespeare (The Henry Green Story), was smart, funny, engaging and caring. When he died last year 
from complications from his second intestine transplant, the students wanted a way to remember him. 
Henry’s legacy and our thoughts of him will now continue to blossom in the memorial gardens created 
by TOP students. 

Thoughts of You Forever Bloom
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Thoughts of You Forever Bloom



Albert Stiewing
Amanda Giaimo
Amanda Meyer
Amazon Smile
Angel Mattioli
Anita Visentin-Perito
Anonymous
Anthem Blue Cross & Blue Shield of CT
Ashley Hernandez
Ashley Minihan
Bank of America
Bank of America Employee Giving 
Campaign
Barbara and Robin Levine-Ritterman
Barry Chernoff
Biller, Sachs, Raio & Zito
Caffe Bravo
Cheryl Burack
Christopher Martins, Inc.
Constance Keirstead, in honor of Pam 
Matocha
Crystal Ayala
Daniel Troph
David Mattioli
David Wrenn
Debbie Tiano
Donald Filer
Elizabeth Lockhart
Ellen O’Connor
Frederick & Susan Cohan
Garden Catering New Haven LLC
Gisela Taveras
Heather Agid
Holy Transfiguration Orthodox Church 
Irene Clementino
Jack Levine
Jacqueline Miconi
Jacquelyn Farrell
Jamilah Abdul-Mujeeb
Jennifer Whiten
Kara Rotheram
Katie Chesanek
Keisha Barnes
Keith Wortz
Kristy Jelenik

Lakeisha Sims
Laura Rainey
Liam Leapley
LisaBeth Weinstein, in honor of Debbie 
Weinstein and Jack Levine
Lori Burack
Louise Zito
Lucecita Melendez
Marc Meglio
Marenid Carattini
Maria Bandriff
Maria Moniello
Mario Gaboury
Mark DiPaola
Marlene Graham
Meghan Dahlmeyer
Michael Mikita
Michelle Covert
Michelle Lawler
Nancy Levine Ochman
Network for Good
Nicole Osborne
Noreen McElroy
Pamela Matocha
Patricia Beraducci
Paul Wang
Paula Caron
Penny Leisring
Peter Baumann
Peter Hicks
Randi Rubin Rodriguez
Raycean Wright
Renee Poet
Robert Abbott
Robert Ochman
Robin & Barbara Levine-Ritterman
Robin Caron
Sammeisha Caporale
Sarah Sedlak
Savers, Inc.
Sea House Restaurant
Sergio Rodriguez
Shannon Jacobs
Stefanie Thach
Steve and Joan Levine

Suna Woods
Susan & Gary George
Taylor Neubauer
Terence Foster
Tony Abbott
Tony Poccia
Tracey Flynn
Tracy Lynch
Trudy Granston
United Way of Greater New Haven
United Way of Greater Waterbury
Vanessa Cathey

8th Annual Walk Against 
Domestic Violence 

Signature Sponsor
Yale New Haven Hospital

Sponsors:
Caffe Bravo
Gleason Performance Training
mActivity
New Haven Health Department
Premier Car Center

Raffle Donors 
Archie Moore’s
Ashley’s Ice Cream
Breathing Room Yoga
Campus Customs
District Athletic Club
Foxwoods Resort Casino
Hartford Yardgoats 
John & Maria’s Pizza
Otterbox
Pet Valu of Branford

We are grateful for the generosity of individuals, businesses, organizations, community 
groups, foundations and funders. If anyone has inadvertently been left off this list, please 
accept our apology and let us know.

2018-2019 Financial Supporters
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Rain Spa
Sportscenter of CT
The Edge Fitness Clubs
Willoughby’s 
Yale Peabody Museum of Natural 
History

Purple Purse Donors
Allstate Foundation Purple Purse
Angel Mattioli
Anita Visentin-Perito
Barry Chernoff
Carolyn Sacco
Cheryl Burack
Colleen McElroy
Danielle Durazzo
David Wrenn
Elaine and Patrick McNamara
Elena Geanuracos
Emily Smith
Evelyn Padilla
Francine Lombardi
Gary Osborne
Hope & Phil Carloni
Jack Levine
Jacqueline Miconi
Jacquelyn Farrell 
Jamilah Abdul-Mujeeb
Joanne Durazzo
Jodi Baloga
Joel Mastroianni 
Kara Rotheram
Keisha Barnes
Kim Fromk
Lori Burack
Mary Williams
Meghan Dahlmeyer
Nancy Labanara
Pamela Matocha
Patrice’s Angels
Renee Poet
Robert Margolies
Robert Reger
Scheri Walker
Shawnna Jacobs
Steven Levine
Sue Dionne
Team Pretty Pat
The May Family

Tony Poccia
Tymatha Sims

Adopt a Family
1st Church Preschool 
Adam Francis & Kathy Busch
Alicia Celone
Amanda and Stephen Giaimo
Andrew & Lauren Barrett
Anita Suraci
Anneka Doraz
Augusta Mueller & Danette Guay
Bernadette Bimonte-Hackett
Bernadette Hemner
Caitlin Daikus
Capossela Cohen LLC
Carol and Dave Richards
Cassy Antrobus
CAVCOMM, LLC
C.E. Floyd Co., Inc
Cheryl Burack
Christina Stratidis-Macrini
Cigna
Coldwell Banker
Dan McGuinness
Dan Raposo
Dani Selkridge
Danielle Spadaccino
Dave Gallagher
Dawn Tobin
Debbie Tiano
Dominic Mara
DTX Basketball
Elaine Lanzillotti
Elizabeth Fleming
Emily Palten
Emily Warner
Empowered Beginnings
Erica Senna
Ethan Allen Clinton
Ethan Allen Milford
First Church Pre School
Galit Sharma
Georgiana Hull
Girl Scout Troop #60914
Hamden Plains United Methodist Church
Healing Hearts, LLC
Holy Transfiguration Orthodox Church
Ines Zucker

Inma Medina
IRIS
Jennifer Butricks
Jennifer Spruyt
Jessica Freed
Jill Nathanson
John Visconti
Julie Bossenberry
Kara Moreau & Dan McGuinness
Kate McKenna
Kathryn & Stan Kersten
Kelly Cochrane
Kristine Shvets
Lanzillotti Family
Laura Rainey
Leisa Baumgartner
Lisa Baehre
Lisa Randi
mActivity
Maggie Pittala
Maria Davila
Mario Gaboury
Marissa & Alex Kitz
Mason, Inc, 
Maureen Pawlak
McDougal Graduate Student Life
Meg Mello
Michael and Vanessa Barraco
Michelle DeFelice
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Cornwall
Nancy Labanara
Neil Reardon
New Beginnings Ministries
Nina Zaengel
Noel Mara
Noreen McElroy
Pamela Whitman
Press | Cuozzo Realtors
Rebecca Tate
ReMax Alliance
Rod & Carol Gwillam
Rose Linebarger
Rosemary Sterling
Sally Voegeli
Sandra Robinson
Sara Terlecki
Sarah & Alan Sedlak
Sarah Shewokis
Sectra, Inc.
Shannon & Frank Capuano
Southern CT State University Student 

2018-2019 Financial Supporters
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Involvement
Special Olympics CT
State’s Attorney’s Office
Steve Elia
Steven Giaimo
Susan Doolittle
Tabor Lutheran Church
Teresa Abella-Villabona
Test Logic
The Bowers Family
The Mara Family
The McElroy Family
The Odgers Family
The Palten Family
The Warner Family
The Yacavone Family
Totoket Valley Elementary School
Tracy Lynch
Triana Lyde
University of New Haven
Vikram Joglekar
Visconti & Associates
William Frazier
Yale Alumni Association
Yale Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
Yale New Haven Health:    
Clinical Informatics
Clinical Materials
Community & Government Relations
Corporate Supply Chain
Department of Pharmacy 
Heart and Vascular Center – Cardiac      	
Diagnostic Unit
Legal & Risk Services
Marketing & Communications
Office Privacy & Corporate Compliance
Office of Strategy Management
Treasury Department
Smilow Cancer Hospital GI Oncology 
Smilow Cancer Hospital Radiation 
Oncology
Yale New Haven Hospital:
Hospitalist Group Internal Medicine
Pre-Surgical Evaluation
St. Raphael Campus NROC Unit
Wound Clinicians, HSSC, & V4 West 
Wound Ostomy Nurses & Healthy Skin 
Committee

Back to School
Amie Melillo
Cafe Nine
Cavcomm LLC 
Christa Doran & Tuff Girl Fitness
Christine Hodge
Crystal Ayala
Jack Levine, DDS
Jane Scarpellino
Joan and Steve Levine
Kurt Holdenbrandt
Leslie Slater
mActivity
Marissa & Alexandra Kitz
Nally Sahin
Robin Caron
Sarah Doran 
Southern CT State University Student 
Involvement

In Kind Donors
Amy Gill
Ashley Hernandez
Ashley’s Ice Cream
Carol Gwillam
Carter’s #1105
Cat Kane
Charlotte Hitchack
CT Roller Derby
CTRD Cutthroats 
Donna Antonellis
Emily Palten
Gita Drury
Gleason’s Performance Training
Ines Zucker
Inma Medina
Jack Levine
Jamie Kaiser
Jane Scarpellino
Joan and Steve Levine
Joanna Oko
Kerianne Uihlein
Kurt Holdenbrandt
Laura Rainey
Liz Collins
Lori Mossberg

Marcy Winkel
Mari Hine
Mary Ballas
Mary Daoutis
Mary Draper & Morning Light 
Professional Organizing
Naikyyin Manick
OshKosh #211
Raquel Huffman
Rosanna Trestman
Sally Voegeli
Sarah Corley
Sarah Warner
Sharatae Adkins
Sophie King
Stacy Herbert
Subway Restaurants
Susan Burkowsky
The Walker Group
Vikram Joglekar
Wes Stover
Will Huntting
Yvonne Silla

Grants, Foundations, and 
Public Funds
City Missionary Association 
of New Haven, Inc.
Community Foundation of 
Greater New Haven
Connecticut Department of Children 
and Families
Connecticut Department of Mental Health 
and Addiction Services
Connecticut Department of Public Health
Connecticut Department of Social Services
Connecticut Office of Early Childhood
Connecticut Office of Victim Services
Friends of Jimmy Miller, Inc.
New Reach 
PayPal Giving Fund
Simons Foundation
The Allstate Foundation
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Ethel & Abe Lapides Foundation
Town Fair Fire Foundation
Youth Service America

2018-2019 Financial Supporters
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132 students in the Teen Outreach Program performed over 2100 hours of 
community service learning

100% of children with special health care needs had a primary care doctor 
and 99% saw their doctor in the last year 

95% of parents with a psychiatric disability reported being able to deal more 
effectively with daily problems

92% of placed children were succeeding in the same foster home or 
reunified with their families at discharge

80% of children in the Nurturing Families Network age 3 and older were 
attending a licensed, quality, early education program

90% of mothers who completed intimate partner violence services reported 
that they and their children felt safer

100% of parents or caregivers receiving multisystemic therapy reduced 
substance use and had no new reports of abusive or neglectful parenting

78% of parents in the Positive Parenting Program reported a decrease in 
child behavior problems

100% of Family-Based Recovery families were satisfied with services

Our 2018-2019 Outcomes

MENTAL    HEALTH
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Who We Serve



Fiscal Year Ending 6.30.2018 Income and Expense (Unaudited)

Income

CT Department of Children and Families	 2,675,370.00

CT Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services	       73,324.00

CT Department of Public Health	 275,367.00

CT Department of Social Services	 227,135.00

CT Office of Early Childhood	 352,945.00

CT Office of Victim Services	 433,092.00

New Reach	 80,851.00

Foundations	 18,500.00

Restricted	 4,000.00

Fundraising and Special Events	 18,946.00

TOTAL	 4,159,530.00

Expenses

Salaries	 2,467,509.00

Fringe Benefits	 565,508.00

Program Supplies, Travel, Training, Communications	           445,745.00

Subcontractors	 381,444.00

Facilities	 138,406.00

Administrative Expenses	 159,168.00

Fundraising and Special Events	 1,750.00

TOTAL	 4,159,530.00

Who We Serve
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Family Centered Services of CT 2018-2019 
Board of Directors
Meghan Dahlmeyer 
Chairperson
Yale University
New Haven, CT

Angel Mattioli, Esq.
Immediate Past Chairperson
The Hartford
Hartford, CT

Anita Visentin-Perito, Esq.
Vice-Chairperson
Law Office of Anita Visentin-Perito
Branford, CT

Mark DiPaola
Secretary
Caffe Bravo
New Haven, CT

Pamela Matocha
Treasurer
T.M. Byxbee Company
Hamden, CT

Paula Caron
People’s Bank
New Haven, CT

Norman Forrester
Merrill Lynch
New Haven, CT

Amanda Giaimo
University of Connecticut
Storrs/Stamford

Marlene Graham
CT Department of Children and 
Families
New Haven, CT

Liam Leapley
West Haven High School
West Haven, CT

Jack Levine, DDS, FAGD
New Haven, CT

Steven H. Levine
Retired, West Haven Public Schools
West Haven, CT

Jacqueline Miconi
Harry M. Bailey Middle School
West Haven, CT

Anthony Poccia
Press/Cuozzo Realtors
Hamden, CT
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Dedicated Staff
Multisystemic Therapy – Building 
Stronger Families
Alix Pierce, LPC, Program Director
Rolanda Chandler, LPC
Trudy Granston, BA
Jamie Sabatino, MFT
Samantha Soufrine, M.S., NCC
 
Neighborhood Victim Advocacy 
Celia Caffery, M.Ed, Program Director
Yoselin Coyotl, BS
Geanella Lara, BS
Melissa Masayda, M.S.
Alivia Roseboro, M.S.
Gisela Taveras, BSW

New Haven Family Partnership
Crystal Ayala, M.S.

Parenting Support and Parental 
Rights Initiative
Talyah Uslianer, MSW

Parenting Support Services
Irene Clementino, M.A., Program Director
Devonte Adams, BS
Brittney Bauer, BA
Sarah Tracey, BA
Tyisha Perry, BA

South Central Medical Home Initiative
Tracy Lynch, MSN, RN
Lucy Melendez

Teen Outreach Program
Raycean Wright, BS, Program Director
Allie Beaulieu, BS
Matenin Sheriff, BS
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Administrative Staff
Keisha Barnes, Administrative Assistant
Cheryl Burack, M.S., Executive Director
Jacquelyn Farrell, LCSW, Assistant Director
Kara Rotheram, BS, Finance Director

Caregiver Support Team 
Sarah Sedlak, LCSW, Program Director
Sammeisha Caporale, M.Ed
Sandy Gonzalez, LMSW
Tamara McRae, LMSW
Lindsay Molina, LMSW
Laura Rainey, M.Ed

Family-Based Recovery
Katherine Babb, LCSW, Program Director
Marenid Carattini, BS
Corey Larkin, MFT
Adele Summers, MFT

Family Check-Up
Jessica Palmer, LMFT, Program Manager
Abigail Berkson, LCSW, Clinical Supervisor
Noreen McElroy, BA
Mirella Ortiz-Ramos

Intimate Partner Violence – 
Family Assessment 
Intervention Response  
Johanna Piper, LCSW, Program Director
Jodi Baloga, LMSW
Bryanna Cotto, BA
Ashley Hernandez, M.S.
Cassandra Kane, BS, BA
Amarillis Lopez, M.A.
Alyssa Palmer, LMSW
 



235 Nicoll Street
New Haven, CT. 06511

203.624.2600
www.familyct.org
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