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 We Defend Clean Water  

with Clear Action
 The Nantucket Land & Water Council  
is Nantucket’s environmental advocate. 

Thanks to YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT 
the NLWC acts as the Nantucket  

Waterkeeper all year long: paying 
attention, raising awareness and taking 
action on behalf of our island’s treasured 

fresh and saltwater resources.  

We are the eyes and ears for  
Nantucket’s waterways with the goal 
of preserving FISHABLE, SWIMMABLE, 

DRINKABLE WATERS for all! 

See something? Say something. 

Email RJ@nantucketlandwater.org  
with your water resource questions  

and concerns.

With YOUR help, the Nantucket Land 
& Water Council has been protecting 

Nantucket’s land and water resources for 
more than 50 years. 

THANK YOU!



Message from our Executive Director and Board President 
DEAR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS,
The Nantucket Land & Water Council achieved a significant  
milestone in 2024 as we celebrated the 50th Anniversary of  
the organization. Founded in 1974, the NLWC has a truly  
remarkable history of land and water protection, environmental  
research, education, and advocacy. 

We celebrated our anniversary with a series of community  
testimonials reflecting on the contributions of the organization over the years, the launch of a  
beautiful new website, and a special 50th Anniversary Film by September Productions. At our  
50th Annual Meeting, we invited former NLWC Executive Director John Roe to speak about the  
organization’s increased focus on protecting Nantucket’s waters throughout the 1980’s, and we  
invited long time NLWC Land Use and Legal Advisor Jon Witten to share a more regional  
perspective on the importance of the advocacy role the NLWC plays in the Nantucket community. 

Throughout the year, our small but mighty staff worked on putting the Board’s new strategic  
mission and vision into action with new programs and ongoing initiatives. We continued our 
research and restoration efforts in Nantucket Harbor to inform policy for the long- term protection 
of our eelgrass habitat and our work to monitor the health of island ponds, 

We helped to explore and develop new policies such as Inclusionary Zoning to support year 
round housing on the island, we continued to pursue research, education and advocacy  
opportunities around the impact that PFAS chemicals are having on our island and community, 
and we launched an exciting new initiative called Grow Native for Nantucket to celebrate and 
encourage a broader use and incorporation of native plants in our island landscapes. Grow Native 
for Nantucket promotes a great opportunity for all residents to contribute to a healthy island  
ecosystem by using more native plants.

Finally, in 2024, we continued to fulfill one of our most important roles: providing a voice for  
Nantucket’s land and waters. The NLWC is Nantucket’s only environmental advocate, and we 
continue every day to Pay Attention, Raise Awareness, and Take Action so that future generations 
have clean, resilient natural resources on which they can depend, and which they can enjoy for 
the next 50 years and beyond.

With Gratitude,

 
Executive Director 	   President  
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	 NLWC is YOUR Environmental ADVOCATE…
•	We won in Superior Court when Judge Gildea ruled in our  
	 favor and ordered the Surfside Crossing 40B development 
	 plans be remanded back to the local Zoning Board of Appeals 
	 for further review. The NLWC had argued, among other issues, 
	 that the developer’s proposed changes to the design of the 
	 development during the appeals process were significant, and 
	 therefore required further local review and approval. 

•	We evaluated all proposals regarding Short Term Rental  
	 regulation that came before Annual and Special Town Meeting, 
	 and made recommendations advocating against efforts to  
	 memorialize STRs as a primary use across all residential 
	 districts, and in support of efforts to memorialize STRs as an 
	 accessory use.

•	We collaborated with Housing Nantucket to develop a 
	 proposal for an Inclusionary Housing Zoning Bylaw which 
	 would require a percentage of new developments to be  
	 restricted as Attainable Housing. This is a tool that would 
	 support the dedication of existing island building potential to 
	 community members who need it most.

•	We improved the outcome of the Nantucket Conservation 
	 Commission’s Nantucket Wetlands Regulation update,  
	 which finally passed in July 2024, after years of delays and 
	 deliberation. These improvements will pay dividends for every 
	 wetlands regulatory review going forward.

•	We reviewed each Annual Town Meeting and Special Town 
	 Meeting warrant article and prepared recommendations for 
	 Nantucket voters for all articles that related to our mission, 
	 including recommendations against increased density and 
	 development in environmentally sensitive areas. We support- 
	 ed Executive Director Emily Molden’s citizen warrant article to 
	 prohibit pools as a use in the ecologically important and  
	 sensitive Moorlands Management Zoning District.  

•	We commented extensively throughout the Conservation 
	 Commission’s public hearing for the joint SBPF and TON  
	 Geotube Expansion project, with support from our coastal 
	 engineering consultant, opposing the negative impacts of the 
	 proposed expansion and supporting the implementation of the 
	 Town’s Baxter Road Alternative Access Plan.

•	We continued to attend local Select Board, Planning Board,  
	 Conservation Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, Coastal 	
	 Resilience Advisory Committee, and Board of Health meetings, 	
	 virtually or in person, to advocate for policies and decisions 	
	 that protect and preserve our island’s natural resources and be 	
	 a VOICE for our island environment!

ADVOCACY

THANKS to YOU 
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articles reviewed for
2024 Annual and Special 
Town Meetings

129 
hours spent reviewing  
proposals, writing letters,  
and attending municipal  
meetings

500+
hours spent reviewing  
proposals & attending 
Coastal Resilience  
meetings, writing letters  
& commenting

160+

Nantucket Land & Water Council Legacy Advocate
In Memory of Steve Bender, Dedicated Defender of Nantucket’s Waters 
Stephen L. Bender (April 1934 – January 2025)

The Nantucket Land & Water Council is pleased to honor Steve Bender in 2025 as a Legacy  
Advocate for Nantucket’s waters and the environment. Steve was a scholar, a traveler,  
a restaurateur, a waterman, a caterer, a fisherman, and an advocate.

Steve moved to Nantucket in 1970 and opened a restaurant on Main Street called The Sandpiper.  
He eventually started scalloping and, in 2003, he started oyster farming. Steve saw the eelgrass disappearing and began  
speaking up. He felt strongly that if you were going to use the harbor, you would have to help protect it. He wanted to see his  
grandchildren digging for clams. He heard many stories about the declines he was witnessing being part of the natural cycle,  
but Steve didn’t buy it.

Steve’s passion for justice for the water continued to burn throughout his life. He was driven to get more involved in local 
government and politics after watching, firsthand, the health of the harbor decline. Steve served a 3-year term on the Nantucket 
Select Board in the early 2000s, participated on the Harbor & Shellfish Advisory Board, and generally built a name and 
a reputation for himself as an advocate for the Harbor. He was arrested twice when his quest for answers about wastewater 
discharge practices of vessels within Nantucket Harbor led to confrontations out on the docks. His frequent participation in Annual Town 
Meetings led him to earn the nickname “Bender the Amender”. Steve cared deeply, and through the years he gave NLWC staff plenty of 
encouragement to Stay the Course. We are so grateful for his contributions and his voice. He will be missed.

 



In 2024, the Nantucket Land and Water Council 
continued to serve as a steadfast advocate for 
the island’s land, water, and community. Through 
conservation, education, and policy engagement, 
we remained focused on protecting the natural 
character and ecological health of Nantucket.  
Our staff participated in key public forums,  
reviewed development proposals, and  
monitored regulatory changes to ensure that  
decisions affecting the island reflect long-term  
environmental priorities.

• 2024 marked the launch of our Grow Native 		
	 for Nantucket inititaive, with financial support 		
	 from Remain Nantucket, an outreach and  
	 education effort encouraging island residents  
	 to plant native species and reduce the use  
	 of harmful chemicals in landscaping. By  
	 promoting the use of locally adapted plants,  
	 the campaign supports key areas of concern, 
	 including water quality protection, biodiver- 
	 sity, and coastal resilience. Grow Native for 		
	 Nantucket has already sparked meaningful  
	 conversations about how we care for our land, 		
	 starting right in our own backyards. 

			   Through Grow Native for Nantucket, we:

		  •	Hosted a series of landscaper education 		
			   events focused on native plant selection 		
			   and organic land care practices, helping 	  
			   to build professional capacity for  
			   sustainable landscaping across the island.

		  •	Engaged students and youth organiza- 
			   tions in native plant programs, fostering 		
			   early connections to ecological stewardship.

		  •	Collaborated with local organizations 		
			   to promote native plantings in both public 		
			   and private spaces.
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acres of permanently protected land 2500
Over                      acres safeguarded through our CR program1500

	 The NLWC is Committed to PROTECTING Open Space and the Health  
	 of Our Environment

 		   • 	For the last 50 years, the NLWC has been a 
	 leader in permanent land protection 		
	 through our Conservation Restriction (CR) 	
	 program. These legal agreements made in 	
	 partnership with community members across 	
	 the island, allow us to conserve land in  
	 perpetuity while respecting private owner-	
	 ship. Thanks to the ongoing commitment of 	
	 these generous landowners, our network of 	
	 protected landscapes continues to grow.

• 	As of 2024, the NLWC holds 94  
	 Conservation Restrictions, each represent-	
	 ing a shared vision for the future of  
	 Nantucket’s open space.

• 	We also maintain our deep and long- 
	 standing relationships with conservation 	
	 partners across the island, including the 	
	 Tuckernuck Land Trust, the Nantucket Islands 	
	 Land Bank, and the Nantucket Conservation 	
	 Foundation and the Sconset Trust. Through 	
	 these joint efforts, we expand the reach and 	
	 impact of land protection on Nantucket, 	
	 Tuckernuck, and Muskeget.

600+ acres conserved on Tuckernuck and Muskeget Islands

94 active Conservation Restriction properties

Over                      acres protected through early  
	              Land Court legal actions and  
	              local advocacy efforts 
	              

1000



Over                      acres protected through early  
	              Land Court legal actions and  
	              local advocacy efforts 
	              

Almanack Arts Colony
Egan Maritime Institute
Fairwinds Counseling Center
Great Harbor Yacht Club
Linda Loring Nature  
	 Foundation
Maria Mitchell Association
Nantucket Conservation 	
	 Foundation
Nantucket Biodiversity 		
	 Initiative
Nantucket Islands Land Bank
Nantucket Island Resorts
Nantucket Lighthouse School
Nantucket New School
Nantucket Pond Coalition
Nantucket Public Schools

Nantucket PFAS Action Group
Nantucket Shellfish  
	 Association  
Nantucket Yacht Club
ReMain Nantucket 
University of Massachusetts 
Boston, Nantucket  
	 Field Station 
The Wauwinet 
Toscana Corporation
Town of Nantucket Natural 	
	 Resources Department
Town of Nantucket  
	 Wastewater Department
Town of Nantucket  
	 Water Department

    Community Partners
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Grow Native for Nantucket is reshaping how 
our island thinks about landscaping. In 2024, 
the initiative deepened its roots, spreading 
awareness and action. Through hands-on  
programming, outreach, and collaborations 
with local community members and land- 
scapers, we’re helping shift the cultural norm  
toward more sustainable, ecologically  
informed land care. Native plants are  
more than just beautiful; they’re essential  
infrastructure for healthy soils, clean water, 
and resilient habitats.

NLWC Summer Staff
In 2024, NLWC welcomed a dedicated group of interns 
and seasonal staff who played a key role in advancing 
our conservation work. Tristan Ene and Prerana 
Patil co-managed our Eelgrass Restoration Project, 
supporting the health of Nantucket’s coastal  
ecosystems. Bella Cichy served as our Waterkeeper 
Intern, assisting with water quality testing and clean 
water advocacy. Luke McKay joined as our Policy 
Intern, researching local issues such as PFAS, zoning, 
and fisheries management. Dylan Damian served as 
our Development Intern, providing essential support 
through administrative and research tasks. Their 
contributions strengthened our efforts across land  
and water, and we are grateful for their hard work  
and passion.

 

		  	

Grow Native for Nantucket

L to R: Luke McKay, Tristan Ene,  
Bella Cichy, Prerana Patil
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“The Nantucket Land & Water Council’s efforts 
through education, advocacy and policy on our  
island’s major environmental issues are so important 
to our community
In a world filled with politics and opinions, our environment needs a voice. The Nantucket 
Land & Water Council provides our community with information and research on what our 
environment needs and what we can do to help. I have enjoyed and cared for our island 
environment since I was a child and am grateful to be involved with a group that prioritizes 
protecting our unique natural resources.” 

—Margaret Troast, NLWC Associate	

THANKS to YOU

Emily Molden and RJ Turcotte  
working with project partners  
to launch a new stormwater  
sampling program.



The Nantucket Land & Water Council relies 
upon in-depth scientific research to further our 
land protection, education, and advocacy roles. 
In 2024, NLWC’s Research initiatives and  
partnerships successfully:		

• 	Harvested and planted over 100,000 
	 eelgrass seeds to restoration sites in  
	 Nantucket Harbor as we continue to explore 	
	 the best methods for restoring this  
	 critical habitat.

• 	Partnered with USGS to automate a second 
	 groundwater monitoring well off Milestone 
	 Road. This solar-powered station collects 
	 real-time data and uploads to the public USGS 
	 website so the public can see what Nantucket’s 
	 sole-source aquifer is doing twenty-four hours 
	 a day, year-round. 

• 	Continued to work on the Pilot PFAS  
	 Screening Project, including intensive  
	 testing of a subset of the screening locations

	

 

 	 NLWC is a Leader in Island-wide Environmental RESEARCH		

	 as we worked with our project partners to  
	 refine this promising method. We also  
	 released a preliminary community report 	
	 based on this information. This project  
	 continues on into 2025, so stay tuned.

• 	Continued collecting water quality data  
	 on Capaum and Gibbs ponds, directly  
	 influencing how they are being managed 	
	 for water quality concerns such as Harmful 	
	 Algal Blooms.

• 	Partnered with the Town of Nantucket  
	 Natural Resources Department to conduct 	
	 additional water quality sampling nearer 	
	 to shore than the Town’s established  
	 sentinel stations.

•  Received a research grant from the Great 	
	 Harbor Yacht Club Foundation to launch  
	 a new stormwater monitoring program  
	 with the Town of Nantucket and other  
	 local partners.

THANKS to YOU

9RESEARCHRJ Turcotte and Sam Banas of USGS measuring ground water levels.
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Education and outreach remained central to 
NLWC’s mission in 2024, as we worked to  
engage the Nantucket community in the 
protection of our island’s natural resources. 
Through a combination of public programs, 
school partnerships, and community events,  
we reached audiences of all ages with  
information about conservation, native  
landscapes, and sustainable living.

• 	Raising community awareness was a key 
	 focus of the NLWC’s Pilot PFAS Well  
	 Project in 2024, as we worked to shed light 	
	 on this complex and emerging threat to  
	 water quality. Recognizing how difficult  
	 PFAS 	can be to understand, NLWC staff 	
	 prioritized clear, accessible communica-	
	 tion through collaborative events and 	
	 independently hosted discussions. One of 	
	 the year’s highlights was a free public forum 	
	 at the Nantucket Dreamland, where residents 	
	 heard from leading experts on PFAS policy, 	
	 health risks, and strategies for reducing  
	 exposure.

• 	The Downtown Oyster Upweller Project 	
	 enjoyed its second season, spending 2024 	
	 at Straight Wharf—providing engagement 	
	 and education to numerous passersby in a 	
	 highly visible and high-traffic location.

• 	The NLWC facilitated another series of  
	 Winter Wellness Walks in partnership with 
	 the Nantucket Land Bank, Nantucket  
	 Conservation Foundation, the Linda Loring 	
	 Nature Foundation, and Fairwinds,  
	 Nantucket’s Behavioural Health Center —	
	 inspiring people to get outdoors during  
	 the coldest part of the year to support  
	 mental health.

 

 

 	 NLWC is Helping EDUCATE Future Generations of Environmentalists!	

public and private  
educational programs 

15 
dollars of school grant  
funding provided  

4,800
Nantucket students  
impacted by our  
school grants

150+

• 	The NLWC engaged over 100 community 	
	 members through Tree and Kayak Tours 	
	 with the Nantucket Waterkeeper, raising 	
	 awareness of the ongoing need to protect 	
	 our land and water resources.

•	NLWC staff also partnered with island schools 
	 and youth organizations to provide hands-on 
	 environmental education. From science fairs 
	 to water quality demonstrations, we		
	 aimed to foster early connections between 	
	 young people and the natural world around 	
	 them. Our team took part in classroom visits 	
	 during the school year and visited various 	
	 camps and summer programs to promote  
	 environmentalism all year long.

	 Highlights include: 

•	Nantucket Junior Yacht Club tidepooling 	
	 and water quality sampling with the Great 	
	 Harbor Yacht Club Youth Harbor Education 	
	 Program engaged kids on Nantucket Harbor.

•	Public vernal pool tours with the Nantucket 	
	 Conservation Foundation at Squam Swamp.

•	Native Plant programs with the Nantucket 	
	 Boys and Girls Club, which enabled campers 	
	 to take home their own species of native 	
	 plants that they transplanted into appropriate  
	 soils themselves.

•	Discussions on Microplastics and Nutrient 	
	 Loading with the Nantucket Intermediate 	
	 School’s 5th Grade classes. 

Through these educational efforts, NLWC  
continues to build a more informed and  
engaged community—one that is  
empowered to help steward Nantucket’s  
land and water for generations to come.
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dollars of school grant  
funding provided  

Nantucket, 
Waterkeeper, 
RJ Turcotte 
tidepooling 
with Junior 
Yacht Club Kids

THANKS to YOU

RJ teaching groundwater modeling 
and automated sampling to the 8th 
Graders of Nantucket New School

RJ explaining oyster 
upwellers and water 

quality with NLWC 
volunteer, Carley Ray



12 EVENTS & OUTREACH

•	 In 2024, we kicked off the year by announc-	
	 ing our 50th anniversary! We were grateful 	
	 to celebrate this milestone with our  
	 members and community through special 	
	 events, outreach, and a 50th-anniversary 	
	 film at our Annual Meeting. 

•	 On February 13th, the Nantucket Land &  
	 Water Council organized a conversation 
	 with Analytical Chemist Kristen Mello,  
	 Dr.Courtney Carignan of Michigan State  
	 University, and Dr. Timothy Lepore of  
	 Nantucket to better understand the  
	 history and effects of PFAS providing a 
	 valuable discussion about this complex  
	 and developing issue.

•	 The NLWC was thrilled to co-host our 
	 annual Friends Fête again with the  
	 Almanack Arts Colony in July, with nearly 
	 200 attendees. Enormous thanks to our 
	 2024 Host Committee and Event  
	 Sponsors: PURE Insurance, Donelan  
	 Family Wines, and Cisco Brewers.  
	 Guests enjoyed live music by Coq au Vin, 	
	 dancing, delicious seafood from YoHo Raw 	
	 Bar, and a fantastic spread by Mark and 	
	 Eithne of Nantucket Catering Co. 

•	 The NLWC was thrilled with the turnout for 
	 its 8th Annual State of the Harbor Forum, 
	 held on July 18th at the Great Harbor Yacht 
	 Club. Nearly 150 community members 
	 attended to learn about stormwater runoff 
	 and its effect on Nantucket Harbor’s 	
	 health. The event featured presentations 	
	 from Emily Molden, Anne Kitchell of the 	
	 Horsley Witten Group, Charles Johnson  
	 of the Town of Nantucket, and Rachael  
	 Freeman from the Nantucket Land Bank.

•	 3,641 observations were recorded 
	 by more than 400 participants this year 	
	 as a part of our NLWC Associates 
	 “Bioblitz” citizen science project in July 
	 alone! Thanks to our partner, the Linda  
	

	 Loring Nature Foundation, and our NLWC  
	 Associates for executing this fun community 	
	 science event!

•	 On August 1st, the NLWC and PFAS Action 
	 Group hosted “Unraveling PFAS— 
	 A Nantucket Imperative,” featuring a  
	 panel of experts who discussed the risks of 	
	 PFAS contamination on Nantucket and  
	 beyond. The event provided valuable  
	 insights into these “forever chemicals”  
	 and explored solutions to mitigate  
	 their effects. 

•	 At the NLWC’s 50th Annual Meeting,  
	 the Nantucket Land & Water Council  
	 celebrated 5 decades of protecting  
	 Nantucket’s land and water resources. 	
	 Guests enjoyed the premiere of our  
	 50th Anniversary Film, produced by  
	 September Productions, and heard from 	
	 special guests John Roe, Former Executive 	
	 Director, and Jon Witten, Land Use Advisor.

•	 Thank you to everyone who supported 	
	 the NLWC’s Annual Labor Day Weekend 	
	 Dinner! Over 150 guests enjoyed the  
	 beautiful harbor location generously  
	 provided by Mark & Deborah Beale and  
	 Will Kinsella, delicious wines from the  
	 Donelan Family and libations from  
	 Cisco Brewers, and a viewing of our 
	 50th-anniversary film. Special thanks to our 
	 co-Chairs, Mary-Randolph Ballinger and 	
	 Susan Baer, and our 2024 Table Hosts for 	
	 their presence and support!

•	 Our beautiful and informative Winter 
	 and Water Newsletters were distributed 
	 island-wide and are available on our website 
	 anytime. Stay up-to-date with the NLWC’s 
	 programs, projects, tours, and events by 
	 reading our newsletters, subscribing to our 
	 monthly e-newsletter, and following us on 
	 social media @nantucketlandwater—we	
	 love to hear from the community.

NLWC is CREATING AWARENESS of the Critical Mission We Work  
to Uphold Year-round, Island-wide: Protecting and Preserving our  
Natural and Water Resources. JOIN US!
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L to R: Former NLWC Executive 
Director,  John Roe; NLWC Board 
President, Lucy Leske; NLWC 
Executive Director, Emily Molden; 
NLWC Land Use & Legal Advisor, 
Jon Witten at NLWC’s 50th  
Annual Meeting

Above & left: Guests enjoy 
good food, drink, music and 
company celebrating the work 
of the NLWC at our Friends 
Fête event and (below) Annual 
End of Season Dinner

THANKS to YOU



Dear Nantucket Land and Water Council Members,
The Nantucket Land & Water Council (“NLWC”) maintained financial strength 
 through 2024, with continued focus on fiscal responsibility, mission-driven  
expenditures, and strategic stewardship of our island’s natural resources.
Fifty years on, your gifts remain central to our organization. Our dedicated  
organization has permanently protected over 2500 acres of land, helping to  
preserve iconic areas, including Squam Farm, Bartlett’s Farm, and Eel Point.   
Your contributions allow us to continue focusing resources on land  
preservation, protecting our drinking water, conducting research, and  
performing advocacy year-round on the island. 
Our fundraising efforts led to $954,783 in restricted and unrestricted gifts  
last year, an increase of 28% over 2023. This is largely thanks to our donors  
supporting us in record numbers during our 50th-anniversary campaign. We continue to be humbled by the 
island-wide support we receive from a large and diverse body of like-minded stewards of our island.
Our operating loss after expenses was $113k, which was a greater deficit than usual, on account of 2024 
being an anniversary and expansionary year for the NLWC. We invested more into our programs, into our 
outreach to the community, and into our PR efforts. Programmatic spending remained our top priority, with 
nearly 70% of all expenses directly supporting mission-aligned efforts including water quality initiatives, land 
protection and stewardship programs, and community education and outreach.
Specifically, in 2024, your donations have gone directly towards funding critical eelgrass monitoring and  
restoration; PFAS research and education; groundwater policies and protection; monitoring of the  
94 conservation restrictions that we hold; classroom and community education, outreach to homeowners  
in both English and Spanish translations in critical matters like water quality and harbor health,  
informing voters via our annual Town Meeting recommendations,  and advocacy before local  
regulatory boards including the Conservation Commission, Select, Zoning,and Planning Boards and  
the Board of Health.  Our strength is derived from the collective contributions and efforts of our entire  
Nantucket community. We express deep gratitude to members who contributed to the NLWC by  
volunteering their time in addition to their resources.
With respect to the NLWC’s endowment, in 2024 it grew by over $2.5M, representing a 15.5% increase for 
the 12 months ending 12/31/24. This is inclusive of the withdrawals taken to fund our operations and the 
investment management fees we pay. We continue to be pleased with the investment managers we have 
hired, with our return comparing favorably to our main benchmark.
With robust endowment returns, committed support from our loyal donors, and prudently managed  
expenses, we grew the NLWC’s NAV from $40.3M at 12/31/23 to $42.7M by 12/31/24
The NLWC remains in sound financial health. As a result, in our 51st year as an organisation, the NLWC is 
well positioned to continue our expansive island-wide efforts in conservation, advocacy, scientific research, 
and water quality monitoring which are essential to preserve and protect the natural resources on our  
special island. Thanks to your support, we stand ready to serve our remarkable Nantucket community for 
the next 50 years and beyond.
I invite you to explore the 2024 financial summary on the following pages.
Respectfully submitted,
 
 
Laurel Ried Langworthy 
Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report
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  * Fiscal years ending December 31
** Year end 2023 net asset value with donor restrictions totals 	$502,810 and without donor restrictions totals $39,774,236.
	 Year end 2024 net asset value with donor restrictions totals 	$554,579 and without donor restrictions totals $42,118,314.
 

BALANCE SHEET

FY 2023* FY 2024*

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
Jackson Property Campaign 	 $50,000 	                   - 

Nantucket Land & Water Council  
2024 Financial Summary
INCOME STATEMENT

Restricted Contributions 	 $190,068	 $302,622	
Unrestricted Contributions	 554,388 	 652,161            	
Endowment Draw 	 284,283	 220,231	
Event Net Revenue 	 73,742	 126,828	
Rental Income & Other Income	 24,800 	 19,701
Operations Income	                                                                                  $1,127,281              $1,321,543 
Programs and Projects	 703,100	 953,301	
Supporting Services	 297,206	 311,506	
Fundraising	                                                                                                     150,586		 169,666    
Operations Expenses	                                                                              $1,150,892              $1,434,473

NET OPERATING INCOME, AFTER EXPENSES 	 -$23,611	 -$112,930

ASSETS 
Cash and Cash Equivalents	 $224,400 	                $133,248 
Unconditional Promises to Give	 -	                         - 
Prepaid Expenses	 8,400 	                      8,400 
Endowment Assets	                                                                                   16,269,628             18,973,202 
Fixed Assets		  638,644                   	622,806 
Land and Conservation Restrictions	 23,148,721	             23,148,721 
Other Assets		  20,864  	                    - 

TOTAL ASSETS 	 $40,310,657	           $42,706,377

LIABILITIES & NET ASSET VALUE 	  
Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses 	 $12,747	                   $33,484 
Other Liabilities	 $20,864                   	 - 
Total Liabilities 	 $33,611                  	$33,484

NET ASSET VALUE**	 $40,277,046	           $42,672,893
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Planning Your Legacy
By including the Nantucket Land & Water Council—the island’s environmental advocate—  
in your estate plans you are electing to become a steward of Nantucket’s treasured land 
and water resources for future generations. 
There are a variety of ways you can make a gift. Please visit https://www.nantucketlandwater.
org/legacy-circle for detailed suggestions. We encourage you to consult with your attorney  
or tax advisor for the various tax benefits and restrictions that may apply to your specific  
situation and to make certain thar your gift fits well into your overall circumstances and  
planning. We are available to work with your attorney or advisor to answer questions or  
help arrange a planned gift to the NLWC.
If you’d like to discuss any of these options please contact NLWC Development Director  
Michelle Whelan at michelle@nantucketlandwater.org.

YOUR LEGACY IS OUR FUTURE   
Legacy Circle & Planned Giving

“

“We have been coming to Nantucket every summer since 

1968, drawn by its beautiful and accessible beaches and 

water. Many changes have occurred since, but we are still 

attached to its natural beauty. In recent years, the harbors 

and ponds have experienced a nitrogen overload.  

Fortunately, the Nantucket Land and Water Council is 

focusing its attention on these issues and the aquifer.  

We determined this was the perfect organization to  

support yearly as well as through the Legacy Circle  

in our will.
		   —Virginia and Alan Nathan

Anonymous
Mary-Randolph Ballinger 
Larry Breakiron†

Jean Haffenreffer†

Adrienne McCalley†

Virginia and Alan Nathan

H. Brooks and Meredyth Smith 
Eva Howe Stevens†

Jonathan C. Swain 
Judith Wegner† 
† Deceased

Nantucket Land & Water Council Legacy Circle

We determined this was the perfect organization to support…through the  
Legacy Circle in our will.
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This year, the Nantucket Land and Water Council continued to expand its Conservation Restriction (CR)  
Program in partnership with landowners across the island, helping to permanently protect open space and  
vital natural resources. CRs are voluntary legal agreements that safeguard land in perpetuity while  
honoring each landowner’s vision of the future for their property. By entering into these agreements,  
landowners become long-term stewards of Nantucket’s landscape, playing a critical role in shaping a more 
resilient and ecologically sound island.

•	The NLWC now holds 94 Conservation Restrictions, permanently protecting over 1,500 acres across  
	 Nantucket, Tuckernuck, and Muskeget. NLWC staff works diligently to maintain and expand upon these 		
	 important conservation relationships throughout the year. This work includes annual property inspections, 		
	 thorough documentation and record-keeping, and ongoing communication with landowners to ensure  
	 each property’s conservation values are upheld over time.

•	Beyond stewardship, NLWC also provides guidance to prospective CR donors, helping them understand  
	 the legal, ecological, and financial aspects including the potential for generous tax benefits of placing a 		
	 restriction on their land. By offering this hands-on support, the Council continues to grow the CR program 		
	 strategically, prioritizing parcels with significant ecological, scenic, or hydrological value.

If you are a landowner interested in preserving your property and protecting it from overdevelopment, 
contact the NLWC to learn more about how a Conservation Restriction can help protect what you love forever.

From 1986 through 2024, the following generous individuals protected their lands for public  
benefit by granting Conservation Restrictions to the Nantucket Land & Water Council: 

Edith Andrews
Ginger Andrews
Clifford and  
	 Dorothy Barbour
Bartlett Family Trust, 
Henry Bartlett, Trustee 
Diana Bartlett Sclafani 
Nathaniel Bartlett W. 
Scott Bartlett, Jr. 
W. Scott Bartlett III 
Philip D. Bartlett,  
	 as Trustee
Walter and Susan Birge
Bluefin Partners, LLC
Karen and Carl Borchert 
Borchert Nominee Trust
Natalie Brewer
Diana Brown
Miles G. Carlisle 
Christopher Clark
A. Byron Coffin, Jr. 
Edward and Sarah Crane 
J. Tristram Coffin  
	 Dammin 
Donald Denninger 
Michael Egan, Trustee 
Catherine Felleman 
Finback Homeowners 
Association Trust 
Eleanor Fisher Thompson 
Anne Fisher Falby
Thomas Fisher, Jr. 

Thomas Fisher III
M. Pat Gardner
William P. Graves II and 
Lydia B. Graves II (Reed
Pond Nominee Trust)
Marie Francis Guildehaus 
and Brad Henke 
Great Point  
	 Nominee Trust
Erwin Greenberg 
Priscilla Grace
Mary Hardy
Priscilla Harper
Edward and  
	 Jacqueline Harris 
Jane Fay Harter 
John Taylor Hopkins 
Edgar B. Howard III 
William T. Howard
Hummock Pond of 	
	 Nantucket Homeowners  
	 Association
Laura Hussey
Karen Jackman
 Richard Jackman 
Robert and Cynthia Jay 
Alexander D. Jay 
Alida Jay Boye
Anne O. Jay
Daniel G. Jay
David A. Jay
Paul M. Jay

Stephen W. Jay
Joanne Ledbetter
Christopher and  
	 Virginia Lewis
Linda Loring  
The Linda Loring Nature  
	 Foundation, Inc.
Frank and Clara Low
Gary and Susan  
	 McCarthy 
Margaret McElderry 
Eileen McGrath
Debora and James 	
	 McIntosh
Leon and Betty Miller 
Mira Mar Nominee Trust 
MSPCA
Edward A. Murphy 
Nanahumacke Preserve 	
	 Homeowners Association 
Nantucket Conservation	
	 Foundation
Nantucket Islands  
	 Land Bank
The Nature Conservancy 
Offshore Animal Hospital
Irene Parent
Morris Phinney Jr.
Joan Pratel
Robert and Nancy Puff 
Sachem’s Path, 
	 Greg Segall

William Seidman
Nancy J. Sevrens
Sheep Common
Realty Trust
Catherine Snow
Crocker Snow
Deborah and  
	 Peter Solbert 
Ruth Phinney Stevens 
Susan Coffin  
	 Dammin Stone 
John M. Taylor, Jr.
Estate of Susan Timken 
David C. Todd
Town of Nantucket 
Tuckernuck Land  
	 Trust, Inc. 
Elizabeth Van Duyne
Via Vai LLC
Diana Walker
John D. Walker, Jr.
Joseph Walker
Washing Pond Trust 	
	 Christine, Breckenridge, 	
	 Blair and Christopher 	
	 Wilcox  
John Wittman
Wright’s Landing LLC 	
	 Nominee Trust
Wynndhill, LLC

Conservation Restrictions
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NLWC Annual Giving Stewardship Program
We are deeply grateful to the founding participants of our annual giving stewardship program, whose  
vision, dedication, commitment, and steadfast support enable us to plan ahead and strategically  
allocate resources to specific programs and initiatives designed to protect, preserve, and restore the  
health of Nantucket’s environment.

NLWC Stewards 
$25,000 & Above 
Cox Foundation 
Robert and Barbara Friedman  
Todd and Anne Knutson 
Peter and Bonnie McCausland 
Jay and Nancy Nichols

NLWC Sustainers 
$10,000-$24,999 
Bill and Margi Brenizer 
The McNear Family 
Annalise and Tom Nelson 
Brooks and Meredyth Smith

NLWC Partners 
$5,000-$9,999 
Lee and Elizabeth Ainslie 
Susan and Michael Baer 
Mary-Randolph Ballinger 
Michelle and Michael Carvin 
Lucy Dillon  
Paddy and Martha Farrell 
Nancy Gillespie and  
	 Ulrich Lachler 
Edie and David Johnson 
Lucy Leske 
Robert and Heather Lyons 
Charlie and Emmy Kilvert 
Alan and Virginia Nathan 
Amy and Greg Rowland 
Lars and Jane Soderberg

NLWC Participants 
Up to $5,000 
David Ansel 
Matt Anderson 
Keltie Donelan and  
	 Zachary McDonald 
Matt Haffenreffer 
Laurel and Ben Langworthy 
Matthew and Nina Liddle 
Charles Platt and  
	 Maureen McAllister  
Susan Robinson 
Carl Sjolund and Julie Fitzgerald 
Helen Weeks and  
	 Daniel Peterson 
William Willet

NLWC Special Project Challenge Grant
In 2024, the Nantucket Land & Water Council was fortunate to receive a generous, anonymous 1:1 
Matching Challenge Grant from donors particularly interested in aiding the NLWC with Special  
Projects—projects  that are not high-profile yet are essential elements underpinning our success. For every 
dollar raised, our anonymous Challenge donors promised a matching dollar up to $60,000 for a total of 
$120,000 to fund our 

• 	Policy & Advocacy work—hiring consultants to perform research and aid our ongoing policy and  
	 advocacy work, particularly in the areas of municipal planning, zoning policy, and local and regional  
	 permitting of proposed industrial, commercial and residential projects impacting the health of  
	 our environment

• 	Program Resources—strengthening our programs by funding a policy intern and summer staff housing

• 	Infrastructure and equipment support—including a redesigned website and essential office equipment

We are incredibly grateful to our Special Project Challenge Donors  
for their dedication to ensuring long-term viability and sustainability.

Anonymous  •  Mark and Deborah Beale  •  Ray Pohl and Lisa Botticelli  •  Cox Foundation     
Charles and Anne Lingeman Davis  •  Lucy Dillon  •  Tripp and Sarah Donelan  

Nathanael Greene and Sara Duffy  •  Charlie and Betsy Pagnam  
Michael and Kristina Jemison  •  Geoffrey and Elizabeth Verney



GUARDIAN—$25,000+  
Anonymous  
4G Foundation 
William and Margaret Brenizer 
Cox Foundation 
Robert and Barbara Friedman 
Great Harbor Yacht  
	 Club Foundation 
Todd and Anne Knutson 
Peter and Bonnie McCausland 
	 The McCausland Foundation 
Alan and Virginia Nathan 
John and Nancy Nichols 
Remain Nantucket Fund 
Spindrift Beverage Co., Inc

DEFENDER—$10,000-$24,999 
Anonymous  
Susan and Michael Baer 
Mary-Randolph Ballinger 
Ritchie Battle 
Bluefin Partners LLC 
Michelle and Michael Carvin 
Charles Davis and  
	 Anne Lingeman Davis 
Nancy Gillespie and Ulrich Lachler 
Philip and Maureen Heasley 
Michael and Kristina Jemison 
Charles and Ann Johnson 
David and Edie Johnson 
Steven and Pamela Leinbach 
John and Catherine McNear 
Franci Neely 
Annalise and Thomas Nelson 
Rice Family Foundation 
Brooks and Meredyth Smith 
Merrielou Symes 
Charles and Alison Townsend 
William  and Susan Vareschi

KEEPER—$5,000-$9,999 
Ainslie Foundation 
Archibald Family Foundation 
Ray Pohl and Lisa Botticelli 
Colby and Gina Crenshaw 
Matthew and Vanessa Diserio 
Joseph and Christine Donelan 
Paddy and Martha Farrell 
Michael and Elizabeth Galvin 
Matt Haffenreffer 
Evan and Cindy Jones 
Joseph and Joan Cullman  
	 Conservation Foundation, Inc 
Brian and Robin Kelly 
Charles and Emmy Kilvert

Knox Foundation 
Lucy Leske 
David and Diane Lilly 
Ms. Suzanne Lingeman 
Robert and Heather Lyons 
Richard and Ronay Menschel 
Al Messina and Ken Jennings 
Glenn and Susan Meyers 
Edward and Claire Orenstein 
Osceola Foundation, Inc. 
Charles Platt and Maureen McAllister 
PURE Insurance 
David and Barbara Roby 
Amy and Gregory Rowland 
Carl Sjolund and Julie Fitzgerald 
Georgia Snell 
Jim Sutherland 
The Dinan Family Foundation 
Geoffrey and Elizabeth Verney 
Maryann Wasik 
William Willauer

CHAMPION—$2,500-$4,999  
David Ansel 
Gale H. Arnold 
Mark and Deborah Beale 
Walter and Susan Birge 
Mike Bonnet 
Amanda Cross 
Prudence Crozier 
Wayne and Elizabeth Davies 
Jennifer and Peter Garran 
Paul and Lauren Gudonis 
Peter and Maria† Kellner 
Laurel and Ben Langworthy 
Chuck and Cynthia Lenhart 
Marlin and Ginger Miller 
Craig and Ann Muhlhauser 
Allen Nelson and  
	 Caroline Gottschalk 
Maureen Phillips and Douglas Horst 
Kenneth Roman 
James and Lenore Schilling 
Janet Steinmayer 
James Toole 
Visco Pumping, Inc 
Linda Wisnewski 
David Worth and Leslie Forbes 
Yoho Raw Bar

PROTECTOR—$500-$2,499 
A & O Painting 
Nancy and Doug Abbey 
Edward and Lucia Ahnemann

Dewitt Alexandre Jr. 
Hilary Andersen 
Matt Anderson 
Stephen and Marcia Anderson 
Anderson’s Stillwater Moorings, LLC 
Beatrice Andlinger 
Frank and Georgine Anton 
Howard and Leslie Appleby 
Christopher and Eleanor Armstrong 
The Arzak Foundation 
Samuel and Janet Bailey 
Stephen and Ann Bartram  
Randy and Christine Battat 
Rebecca Becker 
Landis Becker Young 
Stephen† and Anne Bender 
Martha Berlin 
Paul Bernon 
Robi and Ruth Blumenstein 
Fred and Paulette Boling 
Joan Bolling 
Soloman and Georgette Boucai 
Edward and Maureen Bousa 
CJ Brucato 
Lisa-Margaret Bryan 
Susan Burke 
James Burruss and Mary Fontaine 
Simon and Jane Canning 
Anne DeLaney and Chip Carver 
Richard and Sally Charpie 
Thomas and Constance Cigarran 
Eugene Clapp III 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
James and Eva Conniff 
Heidi Cox 
Vince and Nicky D’Agostino 
Wayne and Beth Davies 
Ludovico and  
	 Louise del Balzo di Presenzano 
Patti and Robert Deuster 
Ethan Devine 
Patrick and Anne Dewez 
Bradford and Kimberly Dimeo 
Michael Kovner and  
	 Jean  Doyen de Montaillou 
Scott and Susan Dudley 
Lee Dunn  
Grady and Lori Durham 
Matt and Meg Dwyer 
Ernst and Elfriede Frank  
	 Foundation, Inc. 
John and Margaret Falk 
Michael Felger 
George and W. B. Ferris 
James and Marcia Weber Flaws 
Tanya Forman
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Donor Support



Ted and Andrea Giletti 
Michael and Joan Gilson 
Rodney and Keith Goldstein 
Nathanael Greene and Sara Duffy 
Tamara Grenier 
Jack and Pamela Griffin 
Paul and Lauren Gudonis 
Henry and Karoly Gutman 
Charlie and Kyra Haydock 
Cindy Hayes 
Lucile Hays 
Cassandra Henderson 
Herbert D. Condie, Jr.,  
	 Family Foundation 
John and Julia Hilton 
Randy and Wendy Hudson 
Hy-line Cruises 
William Johnson 
Rupert H. and Maryellie K. Johnson 
Peter Kahn 
Mitchell Karlin 
Douglas and Christina Kepple 

John LeClaire and Ruth Hodges 
Matthew and Nina Liddle 
Joseph LiPuma and Victoria Girvan 
Katherine Logue and  
	 Jonathan Nyland 
Jennifer Lowry 
Glen Sutton and Kate Lubin 
Helen Lynch 
Malcolm Macnab 
Katherine Bucknell and  
	 Bob Maguire 
Michael and Julie Mahoney 
Antonia Massie 
Michael and Antonia Massie 
Ben and Linda McGrath 
Allan and Darina McKelvie 
Martin and Toni B. McKerrow 
Christopher McKown and  
	 Abigail Johnson 
William and Katherine McNabb 
William and Katharine Miller 
Nicholas and Polly Miller 

Alan and Barbara Medaugh 
James Meehan and Patricia White 
Thomas and Louise Middleton 
Peter Morrison and Mary Wawro 
Henry Mueller anbd Gerilyn Brewer 
Frederick Mueller 
Charles Mueller 
Leo Mullen and Helene Patterson 
Jock and Linda Mutschler 
Nantucket Engineering & Survey 
Nantucket Landscapes, Inc. 
Nantucket Spider 
Joan Nathan Gerson 
Andrew and Cheryl Nathanson 
National Marine  
	 Manufacturers Association 
Mary and Al Novissimo 
Stephen and Susan O’Brien 
Ann B Oliver 
Maureen Orth 
Karl and Susan Ottison 
Peter and Kim Parent 
Neil Paterson 
Michael and Juliet Patsalos-Fox 
Jeffrey Peek 
Helen Peterson 
Ellen and Samuel Phelan 
Richard and Judith Phelan 
Eric and Jane Philippi 
William Porter and Peggy Davis 
Richard McKim Preston and  
	 Lori Preston 
Robert and Nancy Puff 
Brent Puff 
Henri Rainaud and Lily Zarrella 
Carla Ray 
Seth and Angela Raynor 
Jeffrey and Hillary Rayport 
Philip and Margaret Read 
Anne Redman 
Ridley Harris Fund 
Jack and Karen Rigney 
Jay and Gretchen Riley 
Doug and Lisa Rose 
Bonnie Sacerdote 
Carol Searle 
Alicia Seiger 
September Productions, Inc  
Tom and Lucinda Sheffield 
Charles and Merle Shoneman 
Lars and Jane Soderberg
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Spindrift
Donelan Family Wines
PURE Insurance
Cisco Brewers & Triple 8 Distillery
Yoho Raw Bar
Nantucket Shellfish Association
September Productions

Visco Pumping
Great Harbor Yacht Club  
Anderson Stillwater Moorings
Hy-line Cruises
Nantucket Engineering
Nantucket Spider
Surfing Hydrangea

2024 Business & Event Sponsors

Donor Support



Mr. and Mrs. George Spencer III 
Craig and Linda Spery 
William Spring 
Phillip and Cate Summers 
Surfing Hydrangea Nursery 
The Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation 
Luke and Caroline Thornewill 
Colleen Tompkins 
David and Criss Troast 
Jane Tyler 
Benjamin Tymann 
Sara Underwood 
James G. and Elinor Vaughter 
Elizabeth Wales 
Ian Golding and Laura Wasserman 
Anita Weeks 
William and Denise Welsh 
White Elephant Resorts 
Nancy Wiley 
Justin Wiley 
William Willet 
Ms. Denele Willett 
Robert and Linda Williams 
Jay MacLean and Stephanie Wilson 
Michael and Sue Young 
Alison Zoellner

ADVOCATE—$100-$499 cont.  
Margaret Altreuter 
Nedret Andre 
Rick and D. Anne Atherton 

Anne D. Bailliere 
Sam and Dorothy Baker 
Grace Bardsley 
Curtis Barnes 
Douglas and Karen Beattie 
Paul and Georgina Bennett 
Keith Bloise 
Sarah Bois 
Frances Bolan 
Alastair and Jeanine Borthwick 
Charles and Belinda Bralver 
Kenneth Brasfield and  
	 Vivienne Brennan 
Meg Browers 
Barbara Bund 
George and Kathleen Butterworth 
Abigail Camp 
Clara Foundation Inc 
Philip and Margaret Condon 
Sara and William Congdon 
Gretchen Cooney 
Frederick and Christina Cowles 
Michelle Cruz Peverley 
Lynne DeLucia Millea 
Samantha Denette 
Debbie Dolan 
Tripp and Sarah Donelan 
Daniel and Judith Drake 
Chris and Cheryl Emery 
Vincent Mariano and Lisa Emirzian 
Peter Fenn 

Julia Gates 
Marie and Brad Gildehaus 
Richard Gioiosa and Simon Jones 
Jesse Girard 
Tobias Glidden 
Elliot and Jeri  Goldberg 
Spencer Goldsmith 
Ned and Holly Grace 
Richard Gray and Joanne Lawrence 
Lindsay Green 
Toby Greenberg 
Pamela and Jack Griffin 
Eden Gudonis 
Jane Hammond  
Henry Harding 
Sharon Hartley 
Victor Hartmann 
Michael and Penny Herlihy 
Peter Holmes 
Stephen Javaras 
John Kann  
Frances Karttunen 
Peggy Kilvert 
Chad Kilvert 
Douglas and Kimberly Kinney 
Allan LaFrance 
Lamon Family 
John Lancaster 
Carol Langer 
William Lawrence and  
	 Mary Dillon Bird
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Anderson’s Stillwater Moorings
Cisco Brewers & Triple 8 Distillery
Donelan Family Wines
Bill Hoenk Photography
Dr. Jim Sutherland  
Yoho Raw Bar

In-Kind Donations
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Jill Lentowski 
Louisa Lindgren 
Pamela Lohmann 
William and Deborah Lothian 
Bruce Mandel 
Christopher Maroney 
Elizabeth Martin 
Ana Martinez 
Lindsley Matthews 
Mary Lou McGuire  
Sarah McIntosh 
Eliza Miller 
David Bossi and Sarah Ann Miller 
Herbert and Miriam Mittenthal 
Thomas and Margot Montgomery 
Sage Morgan 
Christina Nihan 
Kate O’Reilly 
Charlie and Betsy Pagnam 
Trish Pastuszak 
Nathaniel and Melissa Philbrick 
Thomas and Kathryn Pochman 
Allen Reinhard 
Dana and Alison Rodin 
Milton and Roberta Rowland 
Alan Rubinstein 
Ryan Runstadler 
Marla Sanford 
Jean Saydlowski 
Kristen Schonwald Vila 
Jonah Seiger 
Jeffrey Shapiro 
Andre and Anne Rosen Spears 
Susan Spring 
Gregory St Aubin 
L. Parker Stephenson 
Thomas and Jo Ann Succop 
James Sulzer and Barbara Elder 
Jonathan Swain 
Tim and Beth Toolen 
Margaret Troast 
Anne Troutman 
Cornelius Van Vorst 
Carlo and Nancy Vittorini 
Richard and Gay Vogt 
Clark and Andrea Wagner 
Duncan White 
Ryan Williams 
David and Mary Wolff 
Ms. Lexi Yost 
Harvey Young 
Ronald Zarrella

SUPPORTER—Up to $99 
Susanne Albright 
Ted † and Gretchen Anderson 
Ginger Andrews 
ANONYMOUS 
Tommy Arena 
Steven and Linda Arst 
Charles Bartlett 
Rob Baxter 
Anthony and Ann Patricia Beale 
Michael Bearse 
Christine Bell 
Edward and Rebecca Bent 
David Bernard 
Richard and Janet Brannigan 
James and Alice Breed 
Marilyn Bromley 
Kurt and Caroline Buechle 
Martha Butler 
Robert and Marjorie Callanan 
Deborah Carter 
Lea Casement 
Pamela Clark 
Gregory and Alison Cokorinos 
Sharon Conway 
Peter and June Crane 
Brian and Linda Davis 
Daniel and Anna Day 
Debra Deasy 
Dutch deCarvalho 
Robert and Maureen Dobies 
William and Sheila Donovan 
Jana Duarte 
Marie Ellington 
Arthur Ensroth 
Ashley Erisman 
Matt and Sheila Fee 
Eric and Jascin Leonardo Finger 
William Fordyce 
Emory and Ellen Freeman 
Angela Furtaw 
John and Cindi Galiher 
Edwin Galkin 
Carl and Nancy Gewirz 
Hugh and Jean B. Halsell 
Cary Hazlegrove 
Richard and Maureen Herman 
Jane Hobson-Dupont 
Perrin Iacopino 
David Jay 
Jensen Family Fund 
John and Dorine Karnash 
Patricia Kelley 
Jamie Kelly 
Patrick and Joyce Kelly 
Peter and Carleen Kunkel 
Harvey and Barbara Kurzweil 

Peter Lochtefeld 
Brad MacDonald 
Majal, Inc. 
Vincent and Elizabeth Mann 
John and Kathrina Marques 
Melissa McAvoy 
Eugene and Pamela McGuire 
Leah Mojer 
Dennis Murphy 
David and Jean Nathan 
Jeffrey and Deborah Nicholson 
Douglas Nigen 
Andrew Okun 
Giulia O’Reilly 
Barbara O’Reilly 
Nannette Orr 
Stanley and Mary Alyce Pardo 
Elliot and Deborah Perlman 
Robert and Lesley Perlman 
Joanne Polster 
Trevor and Margaret Price 
Laurie Richards 
Jeanne Riggs 
Jean Rioux 
Christian Roach 
Susan Robinson 
Michael and Jane Roche 
John and Katherine Roe 
Gregory and Carol Ross 
Lee and Priscilla Saperstein 
Eric Savetsky 
Richard Schafer 
Robert and Susan Schiff 
Nan and Ozzie Small 
Penny Snow 
Charles and Barbara Stott 
Susan Tate 
Robert and Deborah Taylor 
Joel Treisman 
Ross and MaryLou Unruh 
Yvonne Vaillancourt 
Sarah Van Lieu 
Emelie Ventling 
Charles Walters 
John Warner 
Jack Weinhold 
Gary and Vivian Weisner 
John and Nancy Whelan 
Michelle Whelan 
John and Kathleen Williams 
David and Enid Wise 
Julie and Sunny Wood 
Margot Wynkoop 
Lynn Zimmerman 
Maria Zodda

† Deceased

Donor Support
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NLC Waterkeeper, RJ Turcotte

NLWC Waterkeeper Program
IN 2024 ~100,000 eelgrass seeds were harvested and planted at Fourth Bend and 
Monomoy—two sites where we are exploring the viability of restoration seeding 
techniques. The Oyster Upweller built by 2023 Advocate of the Year Carley Ray 
enjoyed a second successful season at a new location on Straight Wharf. We also 
continued to monitor and collect data at Capaum and Gibbs ponds, which both face 
significant eutrophication and future management questions. We continued our 
Private Well  PFAS Screening program—  
sampling a subset of twenty of these homes  
with established lab techniques to compare  
what we found via the pilot screening  
technique. We have begun to explore how to  
incorporate sea level rise and climate change  
concerns into zoning and land use regulations  
following the successful updates for the local  
Wetlands Regulations. These efforts will carry  
on into 2025 as we work with our partners to  
protect clean water, whether it be the stuff  
falling from the sky, sitting in our ponds and  
harbors, or flowing underneath our feet.  
I hope you’ll join us; it takes a village!

“The Nantucket Land & Water Council (NLWC) has been an important 
partner for the Town of Nantucket’s Water Department in many ways, 
including the NLWC’s long-term monitoring of Nantucket’s ground-
water. Their work with the United States Geological Survey (USGS) to 
take monthly water level measurements at ten locations across the 
island over the past 30+ years has generated a valuable data set that 
has helped us understand our drinking water resource. This research 
and their ongoing water education and advocacy are a great service to 
the island.”
		  — Mark Willett 
                            	       Director, Town of  
	       	       Nantucket Water Department

	

“The NLWC has been an  
important partner”
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Through our donor-restricted Water Fund, the Nantucket Land & 
Water Council supports marine and freshwater projects on  
Nantucket and devotes substantial resources to water quality 
monitoring, research, advocacy, and education. The NLWC is the 
Nantucket Waterkeeper and an active member of the Waterkeeper 
Alliance—a global network of community organizations advocating 
for healthy water systems worldwide.
In order to encourage contributions to our Water Fund in 2024, 
members of the NLWC Board of Directors got together and created 
a generous “Water Fund Challenge Grant”, matching gifts to the 
NLWC’s Water Fund up to $75,000. 

We are deeply grateful to our 2024 Challengers:
Susan and Michael Baer, Mary-Randolph Ballinger,  

The Cox Foundation, Robert and Barbara Friedman,  
Peter and Bonnie McCausland, Alan and Virginia Nathan,  

Lars and Jane Soderberg

A & O Painting 
Dewitt Alexandre JR 
Ted † and Gretchen Anderson 
Nedret Andre 
Susan and Michael Baer 
Sam and Dorothy Baker 
Mary-Randolph Ballinger 
Charles and Belinda Bralver 
Kenneth Brasfield and  
	 Vivienne Brennan 
Marilyn M. Bromley 
George and  
	 Kathleen Butterworth 
Cox Foundation 
Dutch deCarvalho 
Matthew and Vanessa Diserio 
Debbie Dolan 
Joseph  and Christine Donelan 
Ashley Erisman 
Ernst and Elfriede  
	 Frank Foundation, Inc. 
Robert and Barbara Friedman 
Angela Furtaw 
John and Cindi Galiher 

Matt Haffenreffer 
Lucile Hays 
Evan and Cindy Jones 
Peter and Deborah Kahn 
Frances Karttunen 
Charles and Emmy Kilvert 
Knox Foundation 
John Lancaster 
Steven and Pamela Leinbach 
Matthew and Nina Liddle 
Joseph LiPuma and 
	 Victoria Girvan 
Katherine Logue and  
	 Jonathan Nyland 
Helen Lynch 
Katherine Bucknell and  
	 Bob Maguire 
Bruce Mandel 
Christopher Maroney 
Peter and Bonnie McCausland 
Richard and Ronay Menschel 
Peter Morrison and  
	 Mary Wawro 
Virginia and Alan  Nathan 

Andrew and Cheryl Nathanson 
National Marine  
	 Manufacturers Association 
Ann B Oliver 
Ms. Barbara O’Reilly 
Edward and Claire Orenstein 
Michael and Juliet Patsalos-Fox 
Helen Peterson 
Carla Ray 
Philip and Margaret Read 
Mr. Christian Roach 
Susan Robinson 
Amy and Gregory Rowland 
Lars and Jane Soderberg 
Penny Snow 
James Sulzer and Barbara Elder 
Tim and Beth Toolen 
Charles and Alison Townsend 
Margaret Troast 
Yvonne Vaillancourt 
Mr. Jack Weinhold 
John and Kathleen Williams 
Maria Zodda

† Deceased
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Thanks to the generosity of the following donors, our  
2024 Water Fund Challenge Grant was a success!

Program Grants

2024 Water Fund Challenge Grant 



 

 

Volunteers
In 2024, we had a small, dedicated 
group of volunteers who helped us 
with our projects—without them, 
we could never have completed 
PFAS sampling, run the Downtown 
Oyster Upweller, prepped  
eelgrass seeds for fall planting in 
Nantucket Harbor, or returned our 
Waterkeeper vessel to the Harbor 
after that September storm!  
Thanks to everyone who helped 
chip in one way or another in 2024!

Ashley Erisman
Ayesha Barber
Kristen Mello
Carley Ray
Leah Hill
Tobias Glidden
Neil Foley
Nate Scott
Charlie Sullivan
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Anonymous
Bluefin Partners, LLC
Great Harbor Yacht Club Foundation
Remain Nantucket Fund

Program Grants

2024 Water Fund Challenge Grant 

NLWC staff and volunteers working 
together on PFAS research 



Gifts in Memoriam
In Memory of
Thomas Devine	  
Ethan Devine	

Ann Holmes 
Peter Holmes

Suzanne Mueller 
Henrey Mueller and Gerilyn Brewer  
Charles Mueller • Anne Redman

Jeanne Haffenreffer 
Milton and Roberta Rowland

Gifts in Honor
In Honor of 
Susan Baer	  
Jane A. Tyler

David Berry and Kelly Carrero 
Karl and Susan Ottison	

Gifts in Honor (cont.) 
William and Margaret Brenizer 	  
Lisa-Margaret Bryan

Lucy Dillon 
Alan and Barbara Medaugh • Thomas and  
Margot Montgomery 

Robert and Barbara Friedman	  
Peter and Deborah Kahn • Charles and  
Merle Shoneman

Peter and Bonnie McCausland 
Edward and Maureen Bousa	

Emily Molden	  
Gretchen Cooney

Maureen Phillps 
Eric Philippi

Graciela Watrous and Connor Martin 
Elizabeth Martin

HONORING Lucy Dillon
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Thank You to all the individuals, families, businesses and foundations who  
supported the work of the Nantucket Land & Water Council during our 2024  
Fiscal year. We are especially grateful for the extra support we received in  
honor of our 50th anniversary in 2024. Together, we are making a difference!

The NLWC would like to extend its warmest and most 
sincere thanks to Lucy Dillon for serving as President of the 
Board for the past 10 years. A steadfast leader for the  
organization, Lucy has been an incredible asset to the 
success and direction of the NLWC. Matt Liddle, NLWC 
Director and Vice President reflects “Lucy’s tireless efforts, 
unwavering commitment, and invaluable contributions 
have steered this organization through calm and turbulent 
seas over the last ten years. And while Lucy’s leadership 
will be missed dearly, I am grateful for the lasting legacy 
she will be leaving behind.” “Unfortunately, the work of the 
NLWC will never be done. That is the nature of what we 
do.” Lucy added, “But I am extremely proud to be  
stepping down with the staff and the Board that we  
currently have in place to usher us forward into our 51st 
year.”  Lucy looks forward to continuing her work with 
the NLWC as a Director and supporter.  She has enjoyed 
the time in her capacity as President and is proud of the 
NLWC’s role in supporting the health and well-being of 
Nantucket and its community. 
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NANTUCKET LAND & WATER COUNCIL 
6 Ash Lane    
P.O. Box 502
Nantucket, MA 02554

 

In 2024 
THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT, throughout 
the year, the Nantucket Land & Water 
Council continued to: Pay Attention— 
attending all Nantucket regulatory  
meetings and voicing concerns regarding 
projects that could negatively impact  
our environment; Raise Awareness— 
encouraging our community through  
online and print campaigns, educational 
activities and awards to shift perceptions 
and alter practices that are detrimental  
to our environment and Take Action— 
advocating for by-law and policy  
changes to proactively protect our  
natural resources. We also opposed  
regulatory decisions that could negatively 
impact our environment through litigation 
and created and administered programs  
to increase the health of our fresh and 
saltwater resources. 

 Thank You
Read about our 2024 initiatives, outreach 
and programs designed to further  
our mission and protect Nantucket’s 
precious land and water resources.


