
Last updated 03/11/2021 www.weareexplore.org.uk email:   weareexplore@gmail.com  

    

Season 1  

2021-22 programme 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk


Last updated 03/11/2021 www.weareexplore.org.uk email:   weareexplore@gmail.com

  2 

Explore Season 1 Programme 2021-22 

 

 

Lifelong Learning Every Day 
 

This season starts our new year at Explore, and we are very pleased to present our new programme. 

After a period of shifting social sands, this season’s courses and sessions assess the value in the everyday 

overlooked, and encourage a good look back over ideas we may have always valued, knowingly or not. 

We’ll learn more about treasures on our doorsteps and treats worth going the distance for, plus some 

cautionary lessons about dangers creeping quietly closer. And as the Property Developers of Damocles 

move back in to the city we bid farewell to our home at Commercial Union House, but look forward to 

finding new doors to open ahead.  
 

Welcome to our Explore 2021-22 Season 1 Programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Season One Programme. As you’ll know the global changes have had 

a dramatic impact on our organisation’s normal schedules, how we learn and 

interact. We’re still here, busy and thriving and we’re very happy to present our 

programme for the first season this year here at Explore.  
 

If you’re new to Explore, you will find that this season’s programme is primarily 

focussed on our existing members rather than new joiners—omitting our popular 

welcome days and public events. New joiners are still very welcome, so if you would 

like to join Explore please get in touch or join our mailing list to find out more over 

the coming months. 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.com?subject=Enquiry%20via%20Season%202%20programme
mailto:wearexplore@gmail.com?subject=Mailing%20list%20enquiry
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Explore Season 1 Programme 2021-22 
How will sessions be delivered? Members will receive additional information about accessing different 

sessions, but if you’re unsure please read all the details provided, then get in touch and we’ll try to help. 

There are various types of delivery method and some sessions use more than one format in combination: 

 

Live Zoom Sessions - these sessions are online sessions using Zoom to create a live classroom 

environment remotely with a tutor and ‘audience’/members actively attending the session. This 

allows an immediacy of interaction akin to being in the same room (but often with audience member 

microphones ‘muted’ during tutor presentation)  Details of individual Zoom sessions/courses (invite links 

and relevant codes) will be sent to members via the weekly bulletin in advance of the sessions. If you 

need assistance setting up Zoom on your computer/tablet click HERE. For these sessions you will see this 

green box in the programme.  

 

 Face-to-Face Sessions - If there are sessions that can proceed ‘Face-to-Face’ we will    

highlight them with this purple icon, however we do expect the majority of sessions to continue 

as remote access (Zoom) only.  In order to allow for social distancing and room capacity, places must be 

booked online in advance. If circumstances do not allow the session to proceed face-to-face, where 

possible it will shift to a remote Zoom session, however it may need to be cancelled. See the weekly 

bulletin for more details. 

 

 ‘Paper-based’ Offline Resources — these sessions will be distributed by email in the form of 

written activities, texts and direction, initially provided as a document via the weekly bulletin, to 

be enjoyed by members and where appropriate followed up with email correspondence with the tutors 

and/or group. Look for this envelope/mail icon in the programme.  

 

We will also send any additional resources via the weekly bulletin in advance of sessions. 

LIVE ZOOM          

SESSIONS 

 
Face-To-Face 
Check Venue  

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.com?subject=Enquiry%20via%20Season%202%20programme
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf
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Explore Season 1 Programme 2021-22 
 

 

Thank you to the programming team and everyone else not listed who helped to organise the 

programme this Season:   

    Art History and Design: Helen Watson & Margaret Adams 

    Narratives (Literature, Cinema and Music) : Rita Prabhu & Angela Young 

    Perspectives (Science & Mathematics): Pamela Denham & Sally Standart   

    Culture & Society (History and Archaeology): Joy Rutter & Kath Smith  

    Philosophy: Trish Hutson 

 With direction from Anthea Lang & Malcolm Grady.  

 

We are grateful to our new hosts Brunswick Methodist Church for our current Face-to-Face lecture 

space, and Ampersand Inventions for our office, room hire and support as well as B&D Studios for 

additional room hire and support at Commercial Union House over the years.  

 

We are sad to see our home at Commercial Union House go for demolition and we wish all our many 

CUH neighbours, fellow learners, artists and thinkers all the very best for the future.  

 

 

 ‘It is not knowledge, but the act of learning, not the possession but the act of getting there, which 

grants the greatest enjoyment.’   Carl Friedrich Gauss (1777-1855) 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk/room-hire.php
http://ampersandinventions.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BDStudiosCIC/
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In this talk Dan Jackson, author of the best-selling ‘The Northumbrians: North East England and its 

People, A New History’ will explore the roots of the distinctive culture of the lands between the Tweed 

and the Tees, and how centuries of border warfare, heavy and dangerous industries, and the sociability 

and hedonism that so defined the communities of the North East has left an enduring cultural imprint.  

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS *If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Before Season One Starts... 

Dan Jackson 
 

‘Understanding the Northumbrians: 

Excavating the foundations of North East Culture’ 

Gordon Brown Memorial Lecture 

Wednesday 22nd September 
18.00 via Zoom* 

 

BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET VIA EVENTBRITE HERE  

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-the-northumbrians-north-east-culture-dan-jackson-tickets-169450839021
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Monday 

 

Philosophy Course: 4th October to 15th November  

Provocations: Art and Value                       (No session 25th Oct & 8th Nov)  

Tutor:  Ian Ground 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom  

Time: 10.30 to 12.00 
 

 

 
 

The pandemic has devastated the arts, making us realise anew how much we need them. Yet at the 

same time, philistine forces in the State and society seek to disparage their value In this course, we 

will use a series of texts and videos to explore the philosophical issues about the value of Art and of 

its distinctive media, with examples drawn from the fine arts, photography, literature, music and 

opera. What kind of value does Art have? Is the value of Art something over and above the value of 

particular artworks in particular media? What is the relation between artistic/aesthetic value and 

moral value?   

 

A listing of texts and videos to provoke discussion will be made available before the first session. 

Further preparatory resources may be supplied in the weekly bulletin.  

 
 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

 
LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf
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Monday 

 

One Off Sessions: 8th November 

Format: These sessions will be delivered Face-to-Face (if possible - See Details)  

Venue: Brunswick Methodist Church, Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne  

(Behind Fenwicks if accessed via Northumberland St/Behind Waterstones via Monument/Blackett St) 

                

Time   Tutor   Title 

 

13.30 to 14.30 Jill Harrison  Giotto’s Family Enterprise 

 

15.00 to 16.00 Jill Harrison  Damned and Dishonoured: Giotto’s Images of Sacred & Secular Infamy 

 

 

PLACES MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE 

 

Face-to-Face sessions are limited by room capacity and appropriate social distancing needs at the time.  

We therefore require members to book their place in advance of the session. 

 

Please see the weekly bulletin for more details about when and how to book your place. 

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

 

 

Face-To-Face 
 

Check Venue  

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
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Monday 

 

Art History Course: 4th October to 1st November 

Tokyo City: visual arts, photography, film and design 

Tutor:  Peter Quinn 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   14.00 to 15.30                        

  

 

A five session exploration of the art, film and culture of Japan’s capital city, Tokyo: 

 

04 Oct The art of Edo: the Floating World, ukiyo-e print 

11 Oct 'Three Little Maids': Nineteenth Century borrowings and misunderstandings. 

18 Oct Tokyo Story: the films of Yasujirō Ozu 

25 Oct Twentieth century radicals: Gutai, William Klein and Yayoi Kusama. 

01 Nov  Superflat, manga and anime: contemporary Japanese art and design (includes Murakami,   

   Studio Ghibli)  

 

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf
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Monday 

 

History Course: 4th October to 1st November 

By Blade & By Faith: the forging of Early Medieval Europe, c.400-c.1000 

Tutor:  David Burke 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   18.00 to 19.30                        

  

 

 

In this lecture series, we will explore the decline of Rome, the rise of the Germanic successor kingdoms, 

and the emergence of Islam. From the wandering Vandals to the stalwart Byzantines, we will discuss 

how the roots of modern Europe were laid in the early medieval period, how western Christianity almost 

took a different path, and how medieval art and culture echo through to today.  

 

Columbanus, Charlemagne, and Alfred may be familiar to you but soon too will be Brunhilda, the tragic 

queen of the Merovingians; Eriugena, the greatest philosopher of the era; and Theoderic, the man who 

tried to make Italy great again, among many more.  

 

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin 

 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 
LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf
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Monday 

 

Art History Course: 22nd November to 6th December 

From the Douanier Rousseau to Gaston Chaissac :  'Naive', 'Outsider' art 

and its supporters in the 20th century  

Tutor:  Malcolm Gee 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   10.30 to 12.00                        

  

In 1908 Picasso hosted a banquet in his studio in honour of Henri Rousseau, a retired tax collector and 

amateur painter. Rousseau died two years later, and over the next twenty years his paintings became 

famous and highly valuable, entering the art market through the promotion of members of Parisian 

avant-garde circles, particularly Robert Delaunay and the German collector/dealer Wilhelm Uhde. A 

similar pattern characterised the entrance of a wide range of non-conventionally trained artists into the 

recognised art world over the next forty years, culminating, in France, with the promotion by Jean 

Dubuffet of the concept of 'Art Brut' – 'raw' art.  

 

These talks will present and discuss a range of these artists, the role of art world insiders in their 

promotion, and the nature of their achievement.  

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf
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Literature Course: 15th November to 6th December 

Drama and Short Fiction from the American South 

Tutor:  Michael Ayton 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   14.00-15.30                        

 

15 Nov  William Faulkner, ‘That Evening Sun’   

22 Nov  William Faulkner, ‘Red Leaves’   

29 Nov  Flannery O’Connor, ‘Revelation’   

06 Dec  Tennessee Williams, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof   

 

The great novelist William Faulkner also wrote remarkable short stories, which often share situations 

and characters with his longer fiction. We’ll look at two of his finest stories: ‘That Evening Sun’, a 

masterful exploitation of dialogue form; and ‘Red Leaves’, relating the death of an Indian chief in 

Yoknapatawpha County, Faulkner’s mythic southern locale. In weeks three and four we’ll focus on Cat 

on a Hot Tin Roof, that most complex and unsettling dramatic masterpiece of another great Mississippi-

born writer, Tennessee Williams. In between we move east to Georgia, where Flannery O’Connor 

created her own intense version of Southern Gothic: we’ll look at one of her last and greatest stories, 

‘Revelation’.  

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Monday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf
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Tuesday 

 

Science Course: 5th October to 9th November (No session 26th Oct) 

North East Coal in the Age of Steam 

Tutor:  Derek Teasdale 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   10.30 to 12.00    (except 9th November 14.00-15.30)              

      

  

 

Derek Teasdale will continue to explore how the North East’s wealth came from its geology.  

 

The extraction of coal was at the heart of the North East's growth and prosperity during the 19th 

century.  Coal and coke were essential for many industries, including iron and steel production, to power 

steam engines on ships and the railways, and for domestic heating and town gas.  Great fortunes were 

made, and the number of collieries grew rapidly in Northumberland and then Durham.  But the industry 

left a legacy of poor health, deprivation and environmental pollution, to say nothing of the numerous pit 

disasters and countless injuries and deaths that occurred.  

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf
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Science Course: 9th November to 7th December 

Latest Developments in Astronomy and Cosmology 

Tutor:  Fred Stevenson 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   11.00 to 12.00                        

  

 

In this 5 week series of talks we will be looking at a variety of different topics in astronomy and 

cosmology. As well as an update on the recent space missions currently exploring the solar system we 

will have a look at the legacy of the Rosetta mission - a pioneering cometary probe whose mission came 

to an end 5 years ago (how time flies!) We will look at the distant universe by considering the motion of 

the Earth relative to the Sun, the galaxy and other distant galaxies in order to see just how fast we are 

moving through the cosmos (even when sitting still watching a Zoom talk!)  

 

We will also have a look at how we can see farther into the universe by using the idea of 'gravitational 

lenses' - the gravitational field of very distant clusters of galaxies enables us to see much farther 

beyond the cluster than if it wasn't there.  

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Tuesday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf
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Tuesday 

 

One Off Sessions: 16th November 

Format: These sessions will be delivered Face-to-Face (if possible - See Details)  

Venue: Brunswick Methodist Church, Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne 

(Behind Fenwick’s if accessed via Northumberland St/Behind Waterstones via Monument/Blackett St

               

Time   Tutor   Title 

 

13.30 to 14.30 Pamela Woof The Last Poems of Seamus Heaney  

 

15.00 to 16.00 Pamela Woof The Last Poems of Seamus Heaney (continued) 

 

Human Chain (2010) is Heaney's final verse collection. The volume's significance is deepened by 

Heaney's consciousness of the pressure of time and the nearness of mortality. Yet nothing conquers 

the vitality of its language, and hopefully the session will deepen our appreciation of the richness of  

Heaney's literary legacy.  Details of the poems to be studied closely will be indicated nearer the session. 

                                                        

PLACES MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE 

Face-to-Face sessions are limited by room capacity and appropriate social distancing needs at the time.  

We therefore require members to book their place in advance of the session. 

 

Please see weekly bulletins for more details about when and how to book 

your place. 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

Face-To-Face 
 

Check Venue  

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
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Classics Course: 5th October to 2nd November 

The Origins of Olympic Games 

Tutor:  Alan Beale 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   14.00 to 15.30                        

  

 

 

The Olympic Games are one of the most obvious legacies of Classical Greece. But the ancient Games 

were very different from their modern counterpart. We will trace the history of the Games in both the 

ancient and modern worlds and debate their similarities and differences, ideals and criticisms.  

 

No athletic experience required!  

 

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Tuesday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf
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Tuesday 

 

Literature Course: 23rd November to 7th December 

Jon McGregor: If Nobody Speaks of Remarkable Things 

Tutor:  Clare Jackson 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   14.00 to 15.30                        

  

 

 

Jon McGregor’s first novel is an intensely powerful and ultimately celebratory reflection on the 

‘remarkable things all the time, right in front of us.’ It is a portrayal of one day in an anonymous town 

seen from a range of perspectives, full of promise and unease, the everyday and the transcendent.  

 

Stylistically both beautiful and original, this text will be studied and discussed over three sessions.   

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf
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Music Course: 5th October to 2nd November 

Exploring Music: Europe 

Tutor:  Mike Green 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   18.00 to 19.30                        

  

 

Inspired by the recent Eurovision and the Euros, this season we will be exploring the musical history 

and legacy of five European musical heavyweights.  

 

There will be plenty of musical examples as we speed through the centuries, celebrating each country’s 

musical development and contrasting their musical styles and characteristics. No formal musical 

knowledge is required. 

 

05 Oct  France 

12 Oct  Italy 

19 Oct  Germany 

26 Oct  Spain 

02 Nov   England  

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Tuesday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
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Science Course: 13th October to 27th October 

Computers: what are they really good for? 

Tutor:  Sam James 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   11.00 to 12.00                        

  

 

 

Just as you don't need to know about thermodynamics to boil a kettle you don't need to know about 

computer science to use a computer, but knowing the theory can still be fun!  

 

Due to the amount we use computers in our everyday lives, it can be quite shocking how powerful, and 

complicated the fundamental questions and ideas that lie behind their working are. We will look at what 

a Turing machine is, how hard problems can be and even is it possible to have a computer that never 

crashes! As in a ranking of the complexity of problems... some can't be solved.  

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Wednesday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf
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Literature Course: 6th October to 3rd  November 

Narratives of Love 

Tutor:  Rachel Lister 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   14.00 to 15.15 or 15.45 to 17.00          

 

If you would like to attend Rachel’s sessions please email Explorelitprog@gmail.com before the course starts. This will 

help us estimate numbers for the class and confirm times to help balance group sizes for discussions.     
 

What does it mean to 'fall in love' and how might writers capture it through the written word? For this 

course we will be considering these questions as we discuss three modern novels. All three texts 

explore a range of themes but have been identified as 'love stories'. We will be focusing particularly but 

not exclusively on each writer's use of narrative form, voice and structure in relation to their depiction 

of romantic love.  
 

06 Oct  Graham Greene: The End of the Affair  

13 Oct  James Baldwin: If Beale Street Could Talk 

20 Oct  James Baldwin: If Beale Street Could Talk (cont’d) 

27 Oct  Julian Barnes:  The Only Story 

03 Nov   Julian Barnes:  The Only Story (cont’d)  
 

As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Wednesday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
mailto:Explorelitprog@gmail.com
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History Course: 10th November to 8th December 

Great Exhibitions: what Expos and World Fairs tell us about the  

societies that produced them 

Tutor:  John Griffiths 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   10.30 to 12.00                        

 

 

 

In the 170 years since the Great Exhibition of 1851, Exhibitions, Expos and World's Fairs held all over 

the world have both reflected and influenced the preoccupations of the dominant classes in the societies 

that produced them. These huge museums-cum-playgrounds promoted a wide variety of ideologies, 

from imperialism and consumerism to modernism and environmentalism - and many other isms in 

between - as well as leaving material legacies ranging from the Eiffel Tower to candy floss. 

  

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Wednesday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
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Maths Workshops: 10th November to 24th November 

Member-led Maths Workshops (accompanying email–activity sessions) 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom  

Time:   12.30 to 13.10                       

 

 

 

To accompany Peter Pool’s email/paper based course (See Page 25) these workshops offer an 

opportunity to work through the weekly Maths puzzles as a friendly and fun group.  

 

The Maths puzzles are distributed via mailout on Thursdays (4th to 18th November) and the 

accompanying workshop will take place the following Wednesday (solutions will also distributed in the 

subsequent mailout as in previous seasons) 

 

NOTE: These workshops will be hosted using different Zoom details to most other sessions so please 

look out for details in your weekly bulletin 

 

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Wednesday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

-  + 
=
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Art Course: 10th November to 8th December 

Practical Art & Craft Studio 

Tutor:  Margaret Adams 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   14.00 to 15.30                       

 

 

The practical art sessions will be Zoom based and a combination of video demonstrations, discussions 

and sharing of artwork. 

 

This season will focus on theme of ‘The Human Figure’. This will include looking at proportion and 

perspective,  movement and body parts. We will dip into some life drawing and will use a range of 

materials and techniques The sessions are open to everyone, and members who are new to the art 

sessions are particularly welcome.  

 

You will need to provide your own materials but will be able to follow these sessions with a basic range 

of equipment  

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Wednesday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 
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Literature Course: 28th October to 4th November 

Plain Speaking - The Salt Rub and Taxing Flattery of Ben Jonson  

Tutor:  Tim Crocker 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   10.30 to 12.00                        

 

 

In these two sessions, we will look primarily at examples of Jonson's finest poetry but also at his 

contributions to stage comedy and the court masque.  

 

We will start with a brief overview of Jonson the man and his times - his was a famously energetic and 

rumbustious life - including an account of the fêting by the great and good during a five day stopover in 

Newcastle! A pdf of the reading for the sessions will be provided in advance.  

  

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Thursday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf


Last updated 03/11/2021 www.weareexplore.org.uk email:   weareexplore@gmail.com

  24 

 

History Course: 11th November to 9th December 

Half a League Onward, the Crimean War 1854-1856 

Tutor:  John Sadler 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   10.30 to 12.00                        

 

 

In 1854 Britain went to war, in alliance with France and Turkey against Czarist Russia. The Bear was 

trying to gobble up the Turkey, ‘Sick man of Europe’ by grabbing the Sultan’s Balkan provinces. The 

allies, fearful of Russian expansionism.  

 

This provoked the most unpopular conflict in British history till the 2nd Gulf War in 2003 a war which 

combined heroism and farce, glory and squalor – deprived of its strategic objective almost before a shot 

had been fired. As Russia backed off in the Balkans it was decided to teach Petersburg a lesson by 

destroying the mighty Crimean fortress of Sevastopol.  

 

Three of Britain’s most celebrated military actions occurred within the span of a single afternoon – the 

climax of which was the famous or infamous Charge of the Light Brigade; ‘theirs not to reason why’, and 

indeed many could never reason why.   

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Thursday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 
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Thursday 

 

Mathematics Series: 4th November to 18th November  

Mathematical Thinking Through Puzzles and Problems 

Tutor:  Peter Pool 

Venue & Times: Paper-based Activity/Offline - These sessions will be delivered 

weekly via  members’ only mailouts 

 

Some people are almost proud of saying that they ‘can’t do maths’, but might feel 

insulted if someone suggested they didn’t know how to think. We all do lots of mathematical thinking 

in our heads everyday as we dodge traffic, plan timetables, estimate costs, look for the best way to do 

practical things etc. There are also a growing number of people who enjoy solving maths puzzles and 

problems, judging by the space given to that in newspapers. 

 

For this course you don’t need high level maths, just a willingness to have a go with what you already 

know. This learning curve will be plenty of fun and Peter will be offering members weekly maths 

puzzles, distributed by email each week with hints available and answers to follow.  

  

Look out for these activities from Peter in your Explore weekly bulletin.  We hope you will have some 

fun tackling these puzzles & problems.   

NOTE: We are now running member-led live Zoom workshops (lunchtime 40 mins) 

on Wednesdays the week after the emailed session.  Join us if you would like the 

solution explained. (See Page 21 for more details) 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
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Thursday 

 

One Off Sessions: 14th October 

Format: These sessions will be delivered Face-to-Face (if possible - See Details)  

Venue: Brunswick Methodist Church, Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne  

(Behind Fenwicks if accessed via Northumberland St/Behind Waterstones via Monument/Blackett St) 

                

 

Time   Tutor   Title 

 

13.30 to 14.30 John Griffiths Hitler’s Jesmond Spy: Abwehr Activity in 1930’s Tyneside 

 

15.00 to 16.00 Malcolm Grady ‘Smile Please’ - The Evolution of the Smile in Historical Images 

 

 

PLACES MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE 
 

Face-to-Face sessions are limited by room capacity and appropriate social distancing needs at the time.  

We therefore require members to book their place in advance of the session. 

 

Please see your weekly bulletin for more details about when and how to book your place. 

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

 

 

Face-To-Face 
 

Check Venue  

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
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Thursday 

 

One Off Sessions: 21st October 

Format: These sessions will be delivered Face-to-Face (if possible - See Details)  

Venue: Brunswick Methodist Church, Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne  

(Behind Fenwicks if accessed via Northumberland St/Behind Waterstones via Monument/Blackett St) 

                

Time   Tutor   Title 

 

13.30 to 14.30 Mike Leddra  Volcanoes in the U.S.A. 

 

15.00 to 16.00 Neil Beamsley An Introduction to the Mammals of Northumberland 

 

 

 

PLACES MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE 
 

Face-to-Face sessions are limited by room capacity and appropriate social distancing needs at the time.  

We therefore require members to book their place in advance of the session. 

 

Please see your weekly bulletin for more details about when and how to book your place. 

 

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

 

Face-To-Face 
 

Check Venue  

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
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Science One-Off Sessions: 28th October and 4th November 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   14.00-15.00                        

 

Date   Tutor   Title 

 

28 Oct   Alistair Ford  What you need to know about COP26 

 The UK will host the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) in 

Glasgow on 31 October – 12 November 2021. The COP26 summit will bring parties 

together to accelerate action towards the goals of the Paris Agreement and the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

04 Nov   Pamela Denham Galapagos - A Unique Ecosystem 
  

 If Covid hadn’t intervened, this would have been Part 2 of “From the Galapagos to 

Antarctica Part 1” given in January 2020. Now COP 26 is about to happen in Glasgow 

and UN Plans for setting Biodiversity Targets are being developed for consideration in 

Kunming in April 2022. So in this session Pamela will illustrate some of the issues under 

discussion by looking at the impact of human activity on the isolated Galapagos 

Archipelago and what is being done to conserve the unique ecosystem. 

 
As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Thursday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 
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Literature Course: 11th November to 9th December 

Form and Theme in Poetry 4 

Tutor:  Bronwen Calvert 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom 

Time:   14.00 to 15.15 or 15.45 to 17.00          
 

 

If you would like to attend Bronwen’s sessions please email Explorelitprog@gmail.com before the course starts. This will 

help us estimate numbers for the class and confirm times to help balance group sizes for discussions.     
 

For a fourth year we welcome Season 1 with this poetry course. Each week we will read and discuss a 

few poems on a single theme and look at formal features of each poem – structure, rhyme and rhythm, 

imagery, tone – and we’ll compare the ways different poets approach the same theme. 
 

11 Nov  Language 

18 Nov  Memory 

25 Nov  Transformation 

02 Dec  Journeys 

09 Dec  Life and Death 
 

The week-by-week titles and links to texts will be made available nearer the start date. 
  

As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

Thursday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 
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History Course: 8th October to 5th November  

The National Government, 1931-40 

Tutor:  Nick Cott 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom  

Time: 10.30 to 12.00           
 

We will explore the period of the National Government in the years leading up to and including the start 

of World War II. This government, under three prime ministers (Macdonald, Baldwin and Chamberlain), 

is best known for its programme of spending cuts and its policy of appeasement. It is also seen as a 

government dominated by Conservatives, despite it being a coalition. We'll be looking at some of these 

issues including some of the negative assumptions about this government conceived originally to 

weather the storms of uncertainty in this period. This government in some respect paved the way for 

future governments and party politics. It has a great legacy although its reputation has been impacted 

by its foreign policy decisions. Those of you who came to my 'Coalitions' series will see some of the 

continuity of ideas and philosophical thinking coming through in these talks.  

08 Oct The origins of the National Government.  

15 Oct  Building a coalition 

22 Oct  The middle period from 1933 to 1935 

29 Oct  Foreign policy up to 1937 

05 Nov Neville Chamberlain's National Government  

As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

 

Friday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/Notes%20for%20Zoom%20Participants.pdf


Last updated 03/11/2021 www.weareexplore.org.uk email:   weareexplore@gmail.com

  31 

History Course: 12th November to 10th December 

Thinking Out Loud: constructively imagining the past 

Tutor:  Max Adams 

Venue/Format: These sessions will be delivered live via Zoom  

Time: 10.30 to 12.00           
 

 

 

Max Adams tries out some collaborative thought experiments in understanding the past - from using 

Brueghel to explain the Dark Ages, to seeking Shakespeare's help in understanding the Wood Age.  

Photo credit: Kona McPhee 

 

 

 

 

 

As with all sessions, any details needed in advance will be sent out via the weekly bulletin. 

 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 

 

 

Friday 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 
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Coffee Morning/Lunch with Friends of Explore 

 

Venue/Format: This event will be delivered via Zoom * 

 

Once we’ve settled into Season One, we might want a 
coffee and a chat between sessions, a chance to catch up 

socially and keep in touch.  

 

If you would like to join one of these chat sessions please 
email friendsofexplore@gmail.com 

 

We’ll announce more details via the weekly bulletins 
so keep an eye out for occasional catch up/chat sessions 

with Friends of Explore. 

LIVE ZOOM 

SESSIONS 

*If you need any help downloading and using Zoom there is an information sheet HERE 
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The End of Explore Season One 

 

 

Season Two will start  

Monday 17th January 2022 

 

Did you know that we’re a CHARITY?  

Find out more and donate via the link below: 

 

 

 

DONATE 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk
https://www.weareexplore.org.uk/DONATE

